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hralled is losing its grip. . . 

: What’s the ae ro ge one’s Under Gigantic Conces- 

a age a few wareeone-f-Sempe “Maine Stein Song,” 20-year-old sional Plan—RCA Han- Detroit, April 15. 
ring in more cash? collegiate composition which in a . SES tee ’ 

Words to this effect were uttered osagne of woes has reached 250,000 dling It for AT&T—Bene- — Ope Se ee ee 
by Codona. Said Mr. Codona, shak- | sales, was resurrected, according to| fit to Theatres Anticipated | °°*'S® ‘or the local amusement 
ing his head impatiently, “Real cir- [the NBC, for the express purpose places. The hoi-poloi lecally for 
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perfect themselves. No one knows /for national song plugging. ; - 
the constant practice and terrific NBC acquired the “Stein Song,” $300 TO SEE AND HEAR | read Work during their lunch hour. 
struggle. along with the entire catalog of One of the local amusement cen- 

“It takes years to bring them to a / Carl Fisher, when merging that firm ters has started renting bridge 


point where they can have a career.|and Feist’s into the Radio Music Government approval of the most} equipment and partners for the sum 





Yet some actor can come out on a/Corp. The tune had been dormant gigantic financial and concessional | °f two bits an hour. The Recrea- 





stage, do a little song or dance and |in the dusty backfiles without a : .., | tion Building, with pool tables and 
, . 
gain success overnight. copy of it sold for 206 years. rane amine drafted by a public utili bowling alleys, has installed a bridge 
Almost every circus performer Several years ago the University ties corporation, dwarfing by com-| room. Tables, cards, and score 
_ = eee are > go into [of Maine sought to purchase rights/ parison such rights gained for the| pads are furnished all comers for 
e ring at ali, S always &Ilto the “Stein Song,” desiring it for} telephone, is all that is detaining| two bits an hour. You can bring 
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strain, but performers key them- | school singing purposes. Fisher of- debut of Television te the your own partners or have them 
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It won’t be long, the performers | the prospective buyers thought the The right to control four air Local cafeteria allows the men 
gay, before it will be impossible to | price too high. The Radio Music| W@ves for a single broadcast on the} ¢oics to play on several tables re- 
find circus people even in Europe— | (Corp. is now reaping a neat fortune ether and to multiply by 30, the served for the privilege. Bring your 


‘the only place that is developing | from sales of the aged melody. power contained in telephone line }- - 
any. The best circus people are fam- Search through the old catalogs} transmissions are two physical von and ne charges ferequip 
ily acts raised in it. for a test number, the NBC asserts,| requisites. As to cost, it is con- : 





Not only are there few good cir- | resulted in selection of the “Stein| ceded by American Tel and Tel 
eus performers coming out, but | song” as most suitable for the pur-| Officials that the present $10 worth 
there are no new riders. pose. First plugging was assigned |of conversatibn between here and THEATRELESS VILLAGE 
All the circus people feel the same |tg Rudy Vallee, with a special and (Continued on page 22) 
about their present situation. Col- | modern orchestration made, and the WANTS SOUND FILMS 
leano, tight rope dancer, says the song caught on immediately. 


audience does not appreciate his NBC declares result of the experi- ' 
difficult work. A circus official Who | ment with the U. of M. number - -_ 3 ss 
was in Colleano’s dressing room, Castile, N. ¥., April 15. 


proves that which was generally be- : al 
added, “Oh, but I think so, You |jjeved, but not definitely known be- Residents of this village want 


get a great ovation.” Colleano didn’t | ¢9re—that radio as a song plugger 9 sound pictures like the cities have. 
seem to agree. tops all other mediums. Community Club and Legion Post 
Grievance TOK SE es have called a public meeting to see 
Mr re - what can be done about it. 
gy tage age some we ee you HERE’S HOLY WEEK Proposal is to invite some exhibit- 
can realize che said, the days and ’ port, possibly financial. 
days of teinina a8 tahes o even SHOWS HOLY TERROR Castile formerly had silent films 


mak i fly int b SI in the town hall, but even these 
a ee ee went with the coming of the talkers. 
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training. the bad uppercuts, it’s Holy Week pace , 
Clowns in the circus have their | that off the ether are reaping. Quincy, IL, April 15. 
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TELEVISION NEAR READY 


Sawdust Smell No Longer Holding CVT APPR HVA “Promoter of Enthusiasm” Pres. 
Circus Performers—Tiring of Work} — q\Niy \IFFDF I) OF Met's Opera Paid Clacque Mob 





| 


The curtain at the Met falls 
jored holders of orchestra and bex 
places clap politely, willing to cal! 
it an intermission. But the foreign 
coterie leaning over the rails of the 
top balcony claps loudly and in un- 
ison, its work beginning when the 
singers and official! audience relax. 

The mechanical applauders are 
the claa@que, absolutely necessary to 
the vanity of every opera star. By 
day they are boot-menders, barbers, 
hairdressers, fruit venders, but by 
night they become gallery gods 
holding in their clapping hands the 
power to make or break an opera 
star. 

The Met is ashamed of its clacque 
and will permit as little about it as 
possible to creep into print. But 
the organization is a tightly sewn 
one, functioning as arbitrarily as 
any trust. It has a President who 
holds a Pooh Bah position of great 
dignity. He commands respect— 
and gets it, for a great part of tne 
success of a performance depends 
on his showmanship, There is also 
a business manager who handles 
transactions with stars and arranges 
rates which depend on the length 
of applause for entr’acte bows and 
number of applauded entrances. A 
thousand dollars a night is a 
nominal fee for a prominent star 
to pay. A recent manager of the 
clacque considered his position of 
such importance that he had busi- 
ness cards printed on which he de- 
scribed himself as “Promoter of 
Enthusiasm.” 

Musically Wise 

Clacque numbers, about 50, with 
selected groups for various 
languages. Membership in it calls 
for more than a pair of willing 
hands. It necessitates a thorough 
acquaintance with operatic scores 
The terror of the President's life 
is that a novice will enter his group 
and applaud at the wrong moment, 
get the star in a fury and jeopardize 
payment of the nightly stipend. Re- 
cently an apprentice ruined the per- 
formance of a wer Known soprano 
by applauding before the end of the 
aria. He was immediately drum- 
med out of the corps in disgrace. 

The clacque has no particular 
headquarters, Its members meet 
after performances at designated 
Italian restaurants around 30th st. 
where they talk shop and receive 
their fees paid off by the stars 
personal managers who check num- 
ber of men at performances. 

Showing how powerful and un- 
pleasant the clacque may be, Lauri- 
Volpi once réfused payment after a 
performance of “Turandot,” claim- 

(Continued on Page 74) 
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Execs of Radio Say Radio 
Will Head All Show Biz in 


— 


Radio executives are 
short W! 
her 


business, 


in 


that whena 
radio will have ye the 
division of show 
all other branches 
completely chan 
map by relegating pi 
and the est to 
third and fourth 
in esteem of the amusement- buying 
public. 

Proudly the sam< 
execs nominate themselves as sure- 
ly due to become the world’s. prin- 
cipal showmen. 

There is no one in the radio busi- 
ness today, from the heads down to 
the office boys, who not com- 


rise and 
theatrical 
vaude- 


lowly 


its 
ging the 

ures, 
ville legit 


second positions 


~risl iy orolw 
ana Siceierly 


is 


pletely satisfied that, if sticking, he| 
will some day, maybe any day now, | 


become one of the world's foremost 
theatrical pe. 
they are shouting: “Anyone 
quits radio is crazy. It’s the com- 
ing show business. In a short while 
it will be the show business,” 


Many holding a fairly 


sonages. 


now 


leave for a lot more than their pres- 
ent salary. Most of those who are 
giving such an answer really mean 
it. 
Facts and Theories 

These people are not issuing 
boastful arguments. They are stat- 
ing what they belfeve to be in- 
evitable. Their claims are based 
partly on theory and partly on facts. 
The theories are logical enough and 
the facts show there are grounds. 

Among the facts is that television 
is but a short way off. Secondly, 
that more people in the U. S., at 
this time, are entertained daily by 
‘radio than by all types of public 
theatricals combined, Thousands of 
people are entertained in one day 
by both the theatres and radio, be- 
cause the theatre is outside and 
radio is in the home. While at the 
same time, they also say, few at- 
tend more than one theatre in any 
one day. 


Radio men do not disagree with | 


the theatre showman’s argument 
that home entertainment (radio or 
television) cannot entirely replace 
theatres, since the latter offer a 
place to go; that a part of the the- 
atre’s attraction is its crowd and 
spirit of révelry. Quite true, say 
the radio men. But there will be 
television theatres, they add, and 
that’s another spot that radio will 
step in. 
Unheard of Profit 

Another claim of some radio execs 
is that when radio takes its place 
at the head of show biz, if it does, 
radio will show financial profits that 
picture and stage showmen of the 
present would not believe possible. 

Radio now gets it mainly from 
the advertising time it sells, In a 
short while it hopes to be directly 
paid for the entertainment it pro- 
vides. 

A recent story in “Variety” was to 
the effect that Radio Corp.’s objee- 
tive is to have ‘television in the par- 
lor a fact by 1932, with 25,000,000 
sets leased out at $1 a week. And 
25,000,000 sets at $1 a week amounts 
to $1,300,000,000 on yearly rentals. 
That would be in addition to the 
already established advertising in- 
come, or enough for the television 
broadcasters to dispense with ad- 
vertising altogether. 


Chaplin’s Sync’d “Life” 
Costs $750,000—Record 


Hollywood, April 15. 

Charlie Chaplin will finish shoot- 
ing on “City Life’ around June 15. 
At that time he will start synchron- 
izing the music, with final cutting 
to start about July 15 for scheduled 
fall release. 

Chaplin has been working on the 
picture almost two years. With- 
out charging his own salary for 
that period, the picture will cost 
him around $750,000. This is the 
most expensive film he has made 
since producing on his own. 
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Dusting the Attic 


AL JOLSON 

Monolog and Singing 

Lew Dockstader’s Minstrels 
(March 6, 1909) 


Al Jolson would be welcome 
to vaudeville in the specialty 
which he is using as a feature 
of Lew Dockstader’s Minstrels. 
Dressing neatly in evening 
clothes of faultless cut and of 
the new color called “taupe,” 
Jolson offers a quiet quarter of 
an hour smooth entertain- 
ment, 

As a singer of “coon” songs 
Jolson has a method of his own 
by which lyrics and melody are 
given their full His talk 
moves along nicely and is kept 
i] in proper proportion to the rest 
| of the act. 
| 

; 

| 


- 
Vi 


} 
Vaiue, 


Throughout the talk Jolson 
introduces little tricks of 
speech, and for a finish has an 

odd, eccentric vocal perform- 
11 ance in which he sings with a 
| peculiar buzzing note. Of 
course, it’s flagrant trick work, 
but it brings him back for a 
surefire encore. For this pur- 
pose he has a whistling solo 
that brings another recall.... 

Jolson is now in the next-to- 
closing position in the olio, fol- 
lowing. Lew Dockstader and 
Neil O’Brien, among others, and 
Jolson is making good a mile. 

Rush. 

(The peculiar buzzing note 
was probably Jolson saying 
mammy under his breath. He's 
now doing practically the same 
stuff, but getting paid for it.) 











$10,000 WKLY. TO LANG 
BY ENGLISH FILM CO. 


London, April 15. 

Williams & Pritchard have en- 
jgaged Matheson Lang through the 
‘Frank Zeitlin office to start on a 
‘film late in May. Consideration is 
‘fixed at $10,000 a week, on a basis 
\of four weeks guaranteed. 

Story is still undecided, in reserve 
is “The Chinese Bungalow” with 
Edna Best as leading woman. 








This is an abnormal ‘price for an 
English star—at home. 


Censorship by Omission 
Proposed for Rochester 


Rochester, N. Y., April 15. 
What has the signs of local film 
censorship has been started here by 
the organization of Better Films 














Council. Inspired. and headed by 
Mrs. Hugh R. Smith, teacher and 
D, A. R., the Council includes about 
30 leading church, school, club and 
literary figures. 

The idea is to publish a list of 
recommended pictures in newspa- 
pers Fridays from theatre bookings 
for the eoming week. No adverse 
criticism and house not mentioned. 





Jules Greenstone, president of 
Picture Exhititors’ Association, and 
12 neighborhood managers, have 
promised support, 

te 
. 
All-Children Shorts 
Mort Blumenstock will @irect a 


series of Paramount shorts with all- 
children casts. 
First will start April 16, 





Splitting Comedy Team 
Hollywood, April 5, 
Robert Woolsey and Bert Whéeer 
will be split by Radio as a comedy 
team before the end of the year. 
Still have two more pictures jointly. 








The biggest room in , 
the world is the room | 
for improvement. 








MR. ANT) MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 





Meanwhile Wheeler has gone into 
“Babes in Toyland.” 


Starring Lois Wilson 
Hollywood, April 15. 
Lois Wilson will be starred by Co- 
| lumbia in “Temptation,’ 











| kk. Mason Hopper wil) direct. 





PICTURES 





WILL MAHONEY 


In Earl Carroll’s “Sketch Book” 
Chanin’s 46th St. Theatre, N. Y. C 

The New York “Daily News” 
said: “Will Mahoney’s dancing can 


be compared only to the dancing 
of Will Mahoney, for he is in a 
class by himself. This sawed-off 


guttapercha comedian is great.” 
Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 





FOX-LOEW MERG 
WILL BE MADE, 
TIS CLAIMED 


Some of the closer Fox ad- 
ministration people say with the 
chances of any Fox assets being 
settled in the negative, it is ex- 
pected the original Intention to 
merge Loew’s with Fox. will now 
be accomplished. 

This despite another and inside 
report that R-K-O is still hopeful 
of securing the Loew control from 
Fox. The R-K-O plan is said to be 
an exchange of stock on the basis 
of two R-K-O for one Loew’ ac- 
cording to market quotations, with 
some cash if the balance is in favor 
of Loew’s. Fox men say to obtain 
the Loew control stock from Fox, 
a different arrangement would be 
required if such a proposal should 
be entertained. The R-K-O-Loew 
report, however, may be a revival 
of similar rumors during the Fox 
muddle. ; 
Asked about the attitude of the 
government as voiced by the De- 
partment of Justice on a Fox-Loew 
merger, one of the most stringent 
obstacles Willia: . Fox‘found to the 
fulfillment of his financing plans 
last fall, the Fox man stated that 
under the present conditions he did 
not believe the Department would 
block a requisite move in the Fox 
reorganization. 


AMES WILL OBSERVE ONLY 


Accompany Artists to Warner Stu- 
dio—Making “Old English” 











Winthrop Ames is going to Hol- 
lywood, but not in an executive or 
official film capacity. 

| He.will accompany George Arliss 
to the Warner lot as an observer 
during the making of “Old English” 
into a talker by Arliss. 

| Ames produced a number of,stage 
shows with Arliss the star, among 
them “Old English.” 

Asked if he would act in an ad- 
visory capacity, Ames replied he did 
not know enough about picture 
making to participate in any way. 


Weather 


Washington, April 15. 
Weather Bureau furnishes Variety 
the following outlook for week be- 
ginning tomorrow: 
Rain over west portions Wednes- 
day and over east portions Wednes- 
day afternoon or nite. 
Thursday partly cloudy followed 
by showers Friday or Saturday. 
Temperature will remain moderate- 
ly cool balance of week. 








London, April 15. 
Last week’s summery weather has 
mate a complete change, turning 
ehilly with intermittent light rains. 





Paris, April 15. 
Weather is unseasonal,' cold and 
intermittently rainy, ‘with little sun- 
shine, ' 





New Warner Bldg. on Strand’ s Site, 
With Theatre Called Sam Warner | 








Fox’s $2 Specials 


Fox is again about to play 
$2 specials on Broadway, it is 


said. When Fox sent the 
“Cock Eyed World” into the 
Roxy without a prelim $2 


Broadway showing, and later 
gave up its optional lease on 
the Gaiety, New York, it was 
thought Fox intended to aban- 
don all $2 showing of. talkers. 

Now from reports Fox again 
contemplates Broadway with 


three or four pictures in 
sight in its coast studios de- 
clared available for the $2 
scale. 











WARNER-SHUBERT DEAL 
IN AIR—UNCONFIRMED 


Guarded inside sources are au- 
thority for the report that negotia- 
tions are on between the Warner 
Bros. and Shuberts looking 
merger or an acquisition by WB of 
the legit organization. Without al- 
lowing anything but meager leak- 
age, Wall street informants claim a 
deal is under way, with inner War- 
ner people substantiating dope that 
something is in the wind. Whether 
it is plays or theatres, or both, they 
won't say. 

W. B. and the Shuberts have not 
had a working agreement, but are 
on friendly terms. This, combined 
wi... the known desire of the Shu- 
berts for a deal with one of the pic- 
ture powers, presages strong possi- 
bilities. 

Unconfirmed reports are that the 
Shuberts intend to wire its New 
York and out-of-town houses. 

Last week the Shubert stock took 
a surprising rise, gaining 7% points 
on the week. 


F. P.- Can. Sues Nathanson 
For Stock Recovery 








Ottawa, Can., April 15. 

Famous Players-Canadian has is- 
sued a writ against N. L. Nathanson, 
its former managing director, ask- 
ing for 4,500 shares of United 
Amusements, Ltd., subsidiary op- 
erating 20 theatres in Eastern Can- 
ada which, they claim, Nathanson 
is holding. 


$157,000. 

Famous Players has sued Nathan- 
son for possession of a million dol- 
lar site in Montreal, Nathanson 
claiming he did not buy it for the 
corporation. 


Tiffany on Big Board? 


A report is around that Tiffany, 
indie film producer, may shortly be 
listed on the New York Stock Ex- 
change. 

Tiffany has been financially back- 
ed thus far by L. A. Young, Detroit 
capitalist. It is now playing its 
biggest screen hit, “Journey’s End” 
at the $2 Gaiety, New York. 


Blackhand Letter Writer 
Caught—Is Ex-Convict 


Oklahoma City, April 15. 

John Sinopoulo, theatre owner at 
Oklahoma City, received a letter 
Monday demanding he deliver $18,- 
000 at a certain place in the Or- 
pheum theatre or be blown to bits 
with nitroglycerin. 

The letter was turned over to the 
police authorities. After a dummy 
had been planted, a Negro was ar- 
rested. That led to the arrest of 
Ralph Kunkel, former Pennsylvania 
convict. In Kunkel’s room was 
found a typewriter on which had 
been written two other blackhand 
letters addressed to prominent citi- 
zens demanding money. 


COMEDIANS FOR SHORTS 

Clark and MeCullough have been 
sold by Harry Fitzgerald to RKO 
for talking shorts. Team will dou- 
ble between the studio and their 
New York musical, “Strike Up the 
Band.” 

Clark and McCullough made 
some shorts about two years ago for 

















Fox. 


to aj 


The stock has a market value of 


Building of a monument to the 
Warner Bros. and their interests ig 
the thought behind plans for. the 
erection of a large office and the« 


atre structure on the site of the 
Strand, one of the oldest first-runs 
on Broadway and now owned by 
WB. 

Edifice is to be one of the cost< 
liest and most elaborate in Times 
Square. It may be the highest, 
topping the Paramount (monument 
to Par); Loew’s State (monument 
to that chain) and the proposed 
Lefcourt building in height. ' Be- 
fore plans have been ‘completed ‘the 
Warners must decide on various 
matters now under consideration. 

Among these is the question of 
whether the building shall have one 
mammoth theatre at its bottom or 
two. With the Strand site fronte 
ing 220 feet on Broadway and 280 
feet deep on one, side (47th street) 
and 270 on the other (facing 48th 
street), the Warners have discussed 


two houses in the one building. 
This would be an innovation as well 
as a novel experiment. Seating 
capacity of each house could be 
around 2,000. 
The Sam Warner 
The building will be called the 


Warner. Theatre underneath will 
be named the Sam Warner in 
memory of one of the Warner 


brothers who played an important 
part in discovering Vitaphone and 
died before the: first WB picture 
employing it opened on Broadway. 


If two houses, the other may be 
called the Strand. 
Although plans have not been 


drawn and date for razing of the 
Strand set, Warners are anxious to 
start the new structure this coming 
winter or at the latest next spring, 
by which time all present leases in 
the Strand building expire. 

WB has a 90-year lease on 
Strand site, obtained lately. 

Before the Hollywood opening 
was set, Harry M. Warner, pres- 
ident of WB,, was thinking of 
naming the house the Sam Warner, 
but thought it would be better to 
save the name for the theatre that 
will form a part of the planned 
Warner building. 

The new building. will in all prob- 
ability become the headquarters of 
Warner. Bros., and, its subsidiaries 
or some of them. The structure in 
West 44th street,. put up hurriedly 
two years ago, is. badly crowded 
now. 


Harry Arthur East in 
Charge of Fox’s Met Chain 


Hollywood, April 15. 

Harry Arthur goes east in about 
10 days. He will take over operae 
tion. of Fox Metropolitan (New 
York) houses and will operate with 
separate divisional authority as 
Hershel Stuart does with Fox- Poli 
(New England). . 

Arthur has been divisional mane- 
ager for Fox-West Coast. 


SAILINGS 


April 22 (London to New York), 
Arthur Loew, Sam Eckman, Dave 
Blum (Leviathan), _ 

April 21 (Paris to New York) Mr, 
and Mrs. Martin Beck (Bremen). 


the 











April 19 (New York to Berlin)’ 


John Byram, Richard Watts, 
Skene (Milwaukee). 

April 18 (New York to Paris), 
Arthur Judson (Ile' de France). 

April 18 (New York to Paris), 
Jack Wilk (Ile de France). 

April 17 (London to New York), 
James Bryson, Frank Ditcham, 
Simon Rowson (Europa). 

April 17 (Berlin tc New York), Al 
Szeckler (Europa). 

April 17 (London to 
Adams Sisters (Saxon). 

April 17 (Paris to New York) Ed- 
ward A. Blatt, Myron R. Granger 
(Europa). 

April 15 (New York to Berlin), 
Rigoletto and Swanson Sisters (Re- 
liance). 

April 12 (New York to London), 
Kimberly and Page (Leviathan). 

April 11 (Capetown to London), 
Three Virginians, Ken Kerry, Payne 
and Hilliard, Parr and Parr (Kenil- 
worth Castle). 

April 8 (Melbourne to 
Joe Brennan, Ida Newton 


Don 


Capetown) 


London) 
(Nare 
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Laura La Plante Tells About Vast 
Importance of Suitable Roles F(}p Af 


Wednesday, April 16, 1930 
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| 
Laura LaPlante has been in New| 
York for two weeks, presumably | 
upon a vacation, but business has 
dogged her steps. Her contract with | 
Universal is up, but she is negoti- 
ating with others. Since Miss La 
Plante has been in town she has 
been considering an offer from Par- 
amount. They want her to make 
a picture in their eastern studio, 
and she may do this if the part is 


agreeable. The star has a great 
fear of being miscast. While with 
the Universal company, she was 


consistently miscast, Miss LaPlante 


says, and that was the company’s 
fault. 
Miss LaPlante believes comedy 


drama is her forte. She says Uni- 
versal should not have put her in 
“Show Boat,” not proper material 
for her and, furthermore, says she, 
they gave her a cheap and unbe- 
coming wig to wear. If she had 
known anything about wigs at the 
time, Miss LaPlante asserts, she 





would have gotten a good one of her 
own accord instead of taking what 
the studio gave her. Her business 
relations with Universal ended 
amicably. 

Miss LaPlante claims if an act- 
ress is given roles the film public 
does not identify with her person- 
ality, she loses all following, and 
even the critics cannot bring them- 
selves to like her work. 
ws. If Miss LaPlante does not remain 
east to make a picture, she will re- 
4urn to Hollywood this coming 
weel 


URBAN GOES TO FOX 
AND GERSHWIN BROS. 


Among several other engagements 
entered last week by W. R. Sheehan 
in New York for the Fox coast stu- 
dios, were Joseph Urban and the 
Gershwins—George and Ira. 

Urban will design settings for the 
Fox talkers. Gershwins are to do 
song compositions. 

If Geo. Gershwin is in New York 
when Paul Whiteman appears at the 
Roxy in May, the composer will 
play his “Rhapsody in Blue” with 
the Whiteman orchestra. 


Vallee at $4,000 on Run 





Rudy Vallee will be continued as 
m. c. by Publix at $4,000 a week. 
His Publix engagement now has 
Aug. 31, next, for its termination. 

Commencing May 15, the voice in- 
haler will take his summer vacation, 
lasting a month or two, according to 
the fishing. 


Soprano-Looker ‘Set 


Giving her a long term contract, 
Radio has taken Irene Dunn from 
musicals and will feature her in 
“Present Arms” as first talker. The 
soprano-looker will aiso appear in 
“Babes in Toyland” and “Heart of 
the Rockies.” 

Miss Dunn played Mignola in 
“Show Boat” and appeared for two 
years under the C. B. Dillingham 
shows. 


Edna Mae Oliver at Radio's 
Hollywood, April 15 
Edna Mae Oliver goes with Radio 
for one year. Arrived on coast Sat- 
urday. 
Formerly under silent contrac 
Paramount, 


+ ¢ 


LO 


Sharon Lynn Held 
Holiywood, April 15. 
Fox changed its mind and has ex- 
ercised its option on Sharon Lynn 





She remains for another year 
Her first assignment is femme 
lead in “Roadhouse.” 


Helen Chandier Moving 
Hollywood, April 
Helen Chandler, recently of the 
Fox roster, is understood going with 
Warners 
Report 


mentions term ticket 


| Pictures, 


| talker 











On Her Way 
A night ciub entertainer 
tried out the other 
After her dance she 
the proprietor, who 
ing terrible anyhow over busi- 


night. 
went to 


was feel- 


ness, and said: “You'll have 
to give me more lights out 
there on the floor, I can't see 
where I'm going.’ 

The owner called over the 
head waiter, iving 

Put some lights « he - 
volving door so this lady car 


see her way 


* _——_- -___—. 
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$250,000 TO AMOS-AND 
FOR 1ST RADIO TALKER 


Chicago, April 15. 
hnitzer, president of Radio 
here last got the 
signature of Amos ’n’ Andy 

agreement, He is said to 
have guaranteed the male team of 
air spielers they will receive not less 
than $250,000 from their first Radio 
picture, together 50-50 split 
on the net profit. 

Sort of inter-relation to the film 
contract, since Radio Pictures is af- 
filiated with N. B. C., the broad- 
caster holding the couple for the 
air, through both being subsidiaries 
of RCA 

In the talker Amos-Andy will be 
brought forth in story to weave 
through a series of talks such as 
they do on the air nightly, with 
their many ether followers seeing 
them also 


Jos S< 


week 


xr it ‘ 
With a wV-oV 


Hollywood, April 15. 
Amos ‘'n’' Andy are scheduled to 
arrive here in about a month. Their 
picture is to be a musical. Book 
and score will be locally turned out. 
No interruption of their regular 
ether interludes. 





Howard in “Bound” 


Leslie Howard, English, goes to 
Warners for “Outward Bound,” to 
be made on the coast. Howard will 
leave for the coast May 24, He has 
a picture agreement. 

Due to the perforced withdrawal 
of Howard from “Berkeley Square” 
(stage), it is said the latter play 
may close, but reopen upon his re- 
turn east 


Julian Back at U 


Hollywood, April 15. 
Rupert Julian, after being away 
from U five years, returns to direct 
for that company. 
Julian will resume by 
an original story. 





handling 


Cromwell Directing 


Hollywood, April 15. 
John Cromwell, former legit actor 
and stage director, will direct “Tom 
Sawyer” for Paramount. He may do 


the sequel, “Huckleberry Finn,” 
scheduled for later. 
Between the two Mark Twain 


varns Cromwell will direct a4 gang- 
ster story based on the life of Will- 
allon, the New York rime 
lawye 


Joan Crawford’s Musical 


Hollyw ood, April 15 





Joan Crawford will appear in <_< __—___—___ — 
Great Day for Metro. It will be ‘ 
her first musical | Schildkraut’s Illness 
anand whens — pasted Los Angeles, April 15 
=o | Opening of “The Imaginary In 
Sarah Y. Mason’s Year | valid” was postponed because the | 
Metro has given Sarah Y. Ma | star, Rudolph Schildkraut, was too | 
authoress a mtract for one vear j in to play the part. 
from May next Hollywood Civic Repertory will 
Miss Mason will write originals, | replace Schildkraut with John Shee- 
adaptations, continuities, titles and| han and open April 22. Former has 
; z asthmatic hemorrhages 


to a} 


WARWERG NEXT 


Semi-Official Admission of 
Deal Pending — Raskob’s 


| Dupont’s Holding of War- 


Lever — Looks | 


ners the 
Like One Group of Bank- 
| ers Behind 50% of Biz 


NO STOPPING POINT 


With the film industry slowly 


DIO, MAYBE 


| 
| 


slipping into their hands, the elec- | 


tric children of American Tel. and 
Tel. 


| conquest. 


Radio (General Electric) is de 
scribed as in the process of acquir- 
ing extensive and new picture in- 
terests. The first of these is 
strongly insinuated to be the vast 
Warner Brothers properties via de- 
livery of J. J. Raskob’s huge Warner 
stock holdings to Mike Meehan, that 
Wall Street operator who put RCA 
stock where it is today. 





The announcement of the first 
giant take-over by Radio, accord 
ing to high authorities, will, in its 


own words “come as suddenly and 
unexpectedly as the crash of Wil- 
liam Fox.” 

Guarding against the taint of 
monopoly is admitted playing a 
heavy role in what executives con- 
firm is ‘“‘Radio’s move to gather film 
moss.” 

Need to greatly magnify its pres- 
ent film holdings “because com- 
petition in the film industry is nar- 
rowing down to big groups” is con- 
ceded as one of the reasons for the 
admission: “Radio was slow in 
getting underway in the show field 
but it is starting to roll and no one 
can tell when it will stop.” 

Warners being swung to Radio 
has gained credence in other of- 
ficial spots. One liaison officer with 
pre-information of other deals in 
the past because of his position, de- 
clares that Raskob, Meehan’s silent 
team-mate, has far more Warner 
stock in his possession than anyone 
in the business can realize. An- 
other independent source, close to 
Raskob moves, stated just after the 
banker sailed for Europe last 
Thursday that Raskob has garnered 
near control of the Warner situa- 


tion. The 200,000 shares that 
Raskob and the duPonts bought 
from the Warner brothers, in- 


dividually, sometime ago, started a 
buy originally inspired by specula- 
tion, it now develops. Radio men 
admit themselves in possession of 
information that Raskob has con- 
trol. 

On the Raskob slant is that the 
banker, also a member of the Para- 
mount board of directors, has made 
the move which will seal the spas- 
modically discussed absorption of 
the Warners by the Zukor organ- 
ization. The Meehan hand, how- 
ever, is observed as too strongly 
outlined for much consideration to 
be given this. 

Figuring Warners with Radio 
brings about the dope that it’s the 
same group of bankers after all, as- 
sociated with A T & T. Now 
through Halsey, Stuart & Com- 
| pany and H. L. Clarke, the new Fox 
|pres., closely friendly at least if 
| nothing else with the Morgan bank- 
jing end, are linked Fox and Loew 
| With Warners, R-K-O and Radio 
| Pictures, adding First National to 
| Warners, that is 50% if not more 
of the present American show busi 


ness 





are now staging a battle for| 


i 
—_ 
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Service “Deadline” 


airplane s have 
added the step in film de- 
While this service often 
and four 
film, 


instances 


Commercial 


last 
sivery. 
exceeds in three 
the ré 
Paramount in several 


is paid as high as $150 


cost 


times ntal of the 


for 


policy as sincere a a news- 


paper's deadline } 











| original 





UNKNOWN COLLEGE BOY | 


LEAPS INTO DEMAND 


Choosing between a career in 
opera and pictures was Mike Bart- 
lett’s problem last week. This 
former Princeton youth had _ been 


singing in American opera, was 
looked over by the Warners in New 
York who waived the usual test to 
throw him immediately into a short 
made at the Flatbush studio WB 
deemed everything satisfactory, but 
thought it advisable to send the 
youth into the new “Little Show” 
(tip Warner is behind this stage 
effort) to break him of that operatic 
tendency to be stiff in his acting. 
Meanwhile, Paramount made a 
test which eventually reached of- 
ficial M-G-M eyes. Louis B. Mayer 





was in New York and immediately 
made a six months’ offer at nice 
money. Paramount chimed in and 


the two studios agreed to split the 
boy between them on _ pictures. 
Catch in the angle was Gatti-Casaz- 
za, who wanted to hear the young 
man sing at the Metropolitan. Bart- 
lett, having worked all his life with 
the Met Opera in mind, told the 
film representatives everything was 
status quo until Gatti expressed an 
opinion. That gave Warners a 
chance to resume negotiations be- 
cause of having heard of the Par- 
M-G intentions. 

Bartlett was prominent in the 
Triangle club on the Jersey campus. 
He was practically professionally 
unknown until someone happened to 
hear him while vocalizing under 
Jeannot’s tutelage in New York. 
From that point the ball started 
rolling. 

If he goes with M-G-M, Bartlett 
will likely be spotted opposite Grace 
Moore in the latter’s first picture. 


Austin Picked Spot 


Gene Austin has melted off 14 
pounds in the right spot to make 
himself eligible for pictures. 

Offers received recently were on 
condition that he air the excess. 
Austin did it with’a milk diet. 





ASTAIRES IN TALKER? 


Musical Comedy Stars Idie over 
Summer 
With the entire summer lying 


idle in front of them, through the 
postponement of their 3-star (with 
Marilyn Miller) Ziegfeld show until 
September, it is said Fred and Adele 
Astaire may consider a talker pro- 
posal. 

Both are now in New York, with 
Miss Astaire shortly to start abroad 





for a brief stay. 

Fred Astaire is said to 
swered inquiries by saying he and | 
sister will 


have an- | 


his only appear in an 


g musical script for the 


rreen 


Butterworth Featured 


Charlies B itterworth has a cor 


tract with Warners to be feat red | 
in four talkers on the coast. Lea 
New York next Monday (21). 
Sutterworth made a talking 
for Warners in Brooklyn and 
— ment 


swune the Warner 


‘Profit Percent as Part Salary 
With Par-Publix Title Change 


Percentage of the net profit as 
part of officers’ salary may be 
abolished or reduced to a common 
jlevel with the retitling of Para- 
| mount - Famous - Lasky to Para- 
mount-Publix, New name is due 
April 24 

Paramount-Publix officers con- 


|; cerned are said to be Sid Kent and 


Sam Katz. Kent has been reported 


|under a stated annual salary with 

in additional five per cent of the 

fit Paramount earns yearly. 

Ka contract, as reported, is also 

" ecified salary with 7% per cent 
f the net from Publix (theatres). 


This variance is reported to have 
und something of a disturb- 
i the 
the ut- 
theatres 


factor in the past between 


producer seeking to obtain 
ssociated 
the theatres wanted 


cheaply as 


most from the a 
as rental, while 
Paramount 
they could be purchased. 

With the consolidation and all in 


the same pocket, it is expected that 


pictures as 


any former opening left for argu- 
ments over the profit percentage 
matter will be dissipated. No re- 


ports of new terms, if any, or new 
contracts to be issued to either Kent 
or Katz 

Less V-P’s 

With the hyphenation Paramount 
and Publix execs will see their vice- 
president titles blow away. It is 
said the only vice-presidents of 
Par-Publix will be Kent, Katz and 
Jesse L. Lasky, with Ralph Kohn 
continuing as the treasurer. Adolph 
Zukor remains as president. 

Publix is without stock issue. It 
is wholly owned by Paramount, 
formed as its distinct theatre op- 
erating corporation. Sam Katz has 
been its only president. 

The renaming of Paramount-Pub« 
lix, to be ratified by the Par stock« 
holders this week, sweeps away for 
the first time since Lasky joined 
Par his name in the brand. The 
first title was Famous Players<- 
Lasky, later included in the pres- 
ent Paramount-Famous-Lasky Core 
poration, 





Tax Foreign Royalties 
Washington, April 15. 


Royalities paid to an American 
agent of foreign authors are not 
subject to the personal exemption 
clause of the income tax laws, 
Board of Tax Appeals has ruled. 

Myra Furst, agent for Kramer 
Bramson, author of “Tiger Cats,” 
and E. Temple Thurston, of “The 
Blue Peter,” made such a deduc- 
tion when remitting to these writers 
in Europe. 

Agent fought it out on the ground 
that the taxpayers (authors) were 
not under the jurisdiction of the 


sections of the 1926 and 1928 laws 
involved. 
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4 VARIETY 


Trick Photography Proving 


Big Money Saver for Talkers: 


Cuts Out “Location” Expense: 


1; } Ar 

Present development of sound p 
tures has brought about 
provements in trick photography. | 
Until recently trick stuff was only 
considered fi nelaenta eira and 
impossibl shots Today the dade 
iInand Lo controlling souns ana 
shutting out extraneous noises in 


placing the 


th< 


filming outdoor scenes is 
preducers 
trick photographers. 
only one process 


richt in the 
rign in tne¢ 


laps of 


So far there is 
on the market which controls pat- 
ents covering use of a balanced 


transparent background scene in 
conjunction with foreground action. 
This is known as the Dunning pro- 
eess, patented several years ago but 


coming into popular demand only 
within the past two years, when 
producers were baffled over the 
problems of filming street scenes 
without letting traffie noises inter- 
fere with dialog of the main char 
acters. 


The Dunning process can film any 
background desired and then add 
intimate action in the foreground 
at the studio, where extraneous 
sounds deemed necessary may be 
inserted so as not to interfere with 
the dialog. 

Cuts Out “Location” 

Same procedure is employed in 
securing foreign backgrounds, sav- 
ing expense and time of sending a 
company to distant cities or foreign 
countries. 


Many even inside the industry be- 


live Will Rogers went to Paris for 
sequences in “They Had To See 
Paris”; that Gloria Swanson and 


Henry B. Walthall went to Chicago 
for the street scenes in “Trespas- 
ser,” or that Jack Holt and Ralph 
Graves actually took the hair-rais- 
ing chances in mid-air as seen in 
“Flight.” <All these pictures were 
doctored at the Dunning laborato- 
ries. 

One of the many examples of how 
the Dunning process fits into the 
present frame of picture production 
is the case of a producer who want- 
ed to shoot a scene on board a liner 
at twilight on the Mediterranean. 
To get this scene it would be nec- 
essary to charter a liner for two 
days, transport the entire company, 
employ an orchestra and install a 
portable sound truck on the ship; 
then trust to favorable weather con- 
ditions. Dunning sent a camera- 
man to Catalina to photograph the 
ship from all angles. The photog- 
rapher returned to the laworatory 
the same day with enough film to 
cover the water scenes. This film 
was processed, and all necessary 
foreground action and sound were 
added at the studio. Original pro- 
duction budget allowed $40,000 for 
the scene; Dunning process cost the 
producer $4,000. 

Transparent Film 

Principle of this process is a 
transparent film through which any 
action before a blue background will 
carry to the master negative. This 
film, when fully processed and ready 
for the foreground action, is known 
as the background film. It con- 


tains, for example, a scene of a 
wild taxicab ride down Broadway. 
Story calls for intimate conversa- 


tion between the two passengers in- 
side the cab. The players sit in- 
side a shell of the cab on the studio 
étage, and this is matched with the 
cab used in the background film. 
Then the background film is wound 
through in front of the master 
negative inside the camera, record- 
ing the New York background action 
and the action of the players in the 


taxicab shell on the one negative 
Two Ti 
iffs at Roxy 

Roxy has settled upen two of 
Tiffany's specials as first Broadway 
runs. First Tiff to go into the Roxy 
will be “Mamba,” reported for the 
Capitol (Loew's) New York. 

Other is “Journey's End” now at 

) in the Gaiety, going Roxvward 
after its special run, 


Two More English 


Charles W ilear of 


London now 
over here and who sold “Rookery 
Nook” to Metro last week, has two |} 
other English mades he expects to} 
dispose of before sailing fer Eng- 
land the end of this week. 

His other talkers are Splinters” 


Q@nad Love of Robert B 


+ 
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Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week of April 18 


Capitol—"Ladies of 
(Columbia). 
Colony—“Furious” (FN). 
Globe— He Knew 
(Radio). 
Paramount—‘“Young Man ofl 
Manhattan” (Par). 
Rialto — “Paramount on 
Parade.” 
Roxy—"High 
(Fox). 
Strand—‘‘Sone < 
1} (WB). 


Leisu 


RY oe ei"? 
W wiliie ii 


Society Biues’ 


W est”’ 


Week of April 25 


Capitol—‘“‘Free and Easy” 
(Metro). 
Paramount — “Light of the 
Western Stars” (Par). 
Roxy—‘“High Society 
(Fox). 
Strand 
(FN). 


Blues” 


“Strictly Modern” 





$2 Runs 
April 22—“Hold Everything” 
(WB) (Hollywood). 
April 28—Western 
(U) (Central). 


Front” 











29 Student Mgr's. 
Of Publix Course 


Get Placements 


Student manager graduates of 


Publix’s own school, out of the 
lseventh session, have been lucky 
enough in getting assignments to 


the number of 29. 

They are in Publix houses, either 
as assistants or in other lead-up 
capacities and are, along with Pub- 
lix spotting: / 

Clarence Batter, Alexandria, La.; 
B. Cobb, B. & K., Chicago; Ben M. 
Cohen, New Haven; R. Cox, B. & 
K., Chicago; Robert Cullinane, At- 
lanta; Adolph Eichernberg, Denver; 
Jan J. Gilhula, Hartford; Elmer 
Hecht, Pensacola, Fla.; Perry Hoef- 
fler, Quincy, Ill.; Theodore M. Horo- 
witz, Poughkeepsie; John Joneck, 
Rivoli, New York; R. Koch, B. & 
K., Chicago; H. T. Lashley, Raleigh, 
N. C.; H. B. Lyons, Dept. of Front 
Operations; George Mahoney, Joliet, 
Ill.; D. M. Merrit, Birmingham; E. 
A. Patchen, Denver; William H. 
Quigley, B. & K. Advertising Dept., 
Chicago; Roy H. Rowe, Spartans- 
burg, S. C.; Fred J. Schafer, Yon- 
kers, N. Y.; Edgar H. Simonis, New 
Orleans; Jules L. Slater, Boston; 
Mitchell Smith, Rivoli, New York; 
J. KF. Thames, Vicksburg, Miss.: 
Charles H. Weinberg, Brooklyn, and 
Charles R. Weiss, Garden, Mass. 

Three men in seventh’ session 
were assigned before the course was 
over. They are J. R. Fraser, Roch- 
ester; Joseph Klein, Gardner, Mass., 
and John Krier, Davenport, Ia. 


BRANDTS LOST $12,000 
ON NEWSREEL HOUSE 


Samuel Cummins, picture distrib- 





utor and theatre operator, latter 
| usually on rental or sharing terms, 
j}has taken Werba’s theatre, Brook- 


|} lyn, N. Y., under q lease. 
| tenancy starts April 28. He has an- 
| nounced no picture to open. The 
| Cummins pictures so far have been 
mostly on hygiene, indorsed by local 
authorities 


Cummins’ 


| 
| 


Werba’s in 


Brooklyn is the house 
some time ago, and following the 
opening of the Embassy, New York, 
;} 4s the Newsreel theatre fo) Fox 
| Metrotone, taken by Harry Brandt, 
| of former Brandt Brothers, exhibs, 
| for a similar policy in downtown 
| Brooklyn, on a grind at 25 and 35c 
| top. It is said Werba’s lost $12,000 
|for the Brandts in the newsreel ve n 
j 


iture 











(ROSE) 


YORK and KING 


(CHIC) 


Originators of 
edy. 
Bristol, England. 


Represented by JENIE JACOBS 


“Tin-Type”’ 


com- 





WILL WM. FOX DO 
COMEBACK IN 
FILM TRADE? 


Is William Fox coming back 
the picture business, strictly on his 
own? 

One of the most responsible of 
film organizations understands that 
he is. That he has already com- 
|; menced negotiations for two large 
| independent companies, it is said. 
| Columbia, one of the picture com- 


| panies included in the report, 
| mits that it would be logical 
| 





ad- 
for 
Fox to return. It evades the issue 
}as to whether it is involved, pass- 
| ing the matter up with a denial “at 
| this time.” 


| Fox’s brother-in-law, Milton 
Schwartz, has been with the Co- 
lumbia organization for several 
| months now, traveling back and 


forth to Europe with the itinerant 

| Joe Brandt. 3ut that and the fact 
that Joe is on the ocean on another 
voyage shouldn't be taken in the 
light of confirmation, it is exclaimed 
by those remaining home. 

Whether Fox is permitted under 
his agreement with the Wall Street 
and electric interests to return for 
several years is the question raised 
in the wire quarters. That there is 
a proviso in Fox’s agreement to 
serve in an advisory capacity at a 
yearly salary of $500,000 answers the 
questions, so far as some electric 
executives are concerned. 


RCA Photophone Shows 
Profit for First Time 





Chicago, April 15. 

Radio's Photophone profit is $600,- 
000 for the first three months of 
1930, with a total of 1,403 installa- 
tions. 

Of all the executives placed in 
charge of photophone, Charles Ross, 
young comptroller from RCA, is 
credited with pulling che equipment 
enigma of Radio into the black after 
a rocky red career «.f two preceeding 
years, 

In the saddle six months, Ross 
took the Photophone books which, 
according to sources here, were 
$300,000 in the red last March. Three 
months after taking charge Ross, 
last December, got Photophone for 
| the first time in its existence into 
the money. 


JAKE WILK FOREIGN TRIP 
Jake Wilk, of the Warner 
nario department, New York, leaves 
for an eight weeks’ stay abroad 
via Tle de France Friday night. 
He will visit Paris and London 
and possibly Berlin. One of his 
main reasons for the trip is to find 
some foreign writer who can turn 
out some acceptable material for 
present-day talkers, 


sce- 


Billy, the Kid’s, Town 
Hollywood, April 15. 





King Vidor may start “Billy, the | 


Kid,” variously reported as Metro’s 


i first wide film under consideration, 





ate 70's. 


1 Warners Taking Harris String in 
Pa., 27, and U's Wis. Circuit, 12 Houses 
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Warners’ Stock 


Warnerites concede it would 
be a comparatively easy mat- 
ter for outside interests to 


corral control of the company, 


as has been reported the 
Meehan-Raskob interests al- 
ready have done for Radio 


Corporation (General Electric). 


} Of the 3,000,000 shares of 

Warner stock 2,000,000 shares, 
it is conceded, are in the 
hands of people out in the 
field. 

The Warner brothers, them- 
selves, own between 250,000 
and 300,000; Goldman Sachs, 
the brothers’ bankers, around 
300,000. 

Mike Meehan and J. J. Ras- 
kob, according to Warner 


sources, when “last tabulated” 
by executives of the brothers, 


had around 300,000 shares. The 





latter figure, however, is 
greatly amplified by other 
sources in filmdom, and also 


in the electrics. 


+ - 
Pittsburgh, April 15. 
Warners are taking over the en- 
tire Harris theatre chain of 27 


houses shortly, despite denials from 
both parties. Deal is said to give 
the Harris end $3,000,000. 

Cash and Warner stock in trans- 
action, but just how much is not 
known. Harris houses are in four 
states — Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Ohio and Michigan, although ma- 
jority are located in and around 
Pittsburgh. Chain has Harris 
downtown, five neizghborhooders. 
de luxer in McKeesport, $500,000 
house under construction in Butler, 
Pa., with sites in Johnstewn, Wash- 
ington, Donora, Youngstown, QO: 
Wilmington, Del., and elsewhere. 

Control in Harris interests is held 
by John H. Harris, son of late Sen- 
ator John P. Harris, founder, and 
Dennis Harris, brother of founder. 

Harris deal will give Warner 
combo virtual monopoly in this see- 
tion’ with transactions reported 
previously as result of firm's ex- 
pansion policy. 

U’s 12 in Wisconsin 
Chicago, April 15. 











| 


_ Beetson Rejects 





Agents Commt.; 


Hollywood, April 15. 
Fred W. Beetson, representing the 
| Producers’ Association, informed a 
committee of five agents, elected at 
a meeting of film artists’ repre- 
sentatives, to confer with producers 
on the regulating and standardizing 
of agency conditions, that the com- 
mittee was unSatisfactory to the 
producers and a more representative 


|group would be necessary. Com- 
mittee consisting of Grant Dolge, 
Freddie Fralick, Myron Selznick, 


Morris Small and Eddie Silton. 
This group was shoved through 
at a meeting of local agents, at- 
tended by about 65, with those re- 
senting the invasion from the east 
swinging the balance of power. 
Methods were so raw that Morris 


Revnes, one of the agents at the 
meeting, declared that he did not 
see any use of recording an open 


vote in an instructed meeting where 
the majority of those attending had 
been told how to vote. He further 
stated that he had been given his 
instructions how to cast his ballot 
as he came up in the elevator. 

Although those present repre- 
senting some 44 licensed agencies 
many did not cast a vote on the 
committee tabulation which wound 
up with six local agents named 
out of seven, the latter to represent 
the New York contingent. 

Committee, in turn, nominated 
five to function as alternates. 

Dolge functioned as chairman of 
the meeting. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Gene Buck 

J. C. Rosenthal 

Max Dreyfuss 

Louis Bernstein 
Norma Taurog 

Mrs. Benny Rubin 
Arthur Hammerstein 
Robert Chisholm 
Lenore Ulric. 


Herman Fowler. 
Howard Dietz. 
Felix M. Feist. 


A. Griffith Grey. 
Charlie EKinfeld. 
Hector Turnbull. 


> Be Oe bm 

Lew Pollack. 

Mrs. Fred Fisher. 

Jack Robbins. 

Mrs. Harry Rapf. 

Herbert Fields 

Rodgers and Hart 

Louis B. Mayer. 





| cluding the local Hotel Roosevelt. 


Unrepresentative: 


Warners will take over Unie 
versal’s 12 Wisconsin houses May 1, 

Deal is in line with Universals 
declared intention of disposing of 
its theatre holdings. 

Very little cash was exchanged, 
as Universal mostly operating on 
leaseholds. 

Houses are eight neighborhooders 
in Milwaukee, two in Racine, and 
one each in Sheboygan and Keno- 
sha, Wis. 

In the last few months R-K-O 
anl Fox were reported out for this 


string. Fox dropped out when its 
blow-up occurred, a 
In these kind of deals since Louis 


Cohen started to handle Universaf's 
realty, an advantageous contract is 


usually made with the purchaser 
for U’s produce program on a long 
term. i 


WARNERS TELL JOLSON 
TO STICK WITH B. B. 


Hollywood, April 15. 

Following Warners acquisition, of 
Brunswick-Balke-Collender Al Jole 
son resigned as a member of Bruns< 
wick’s board of directors. This be- 
cause of his affiliation with United 
Artists. ; 

It is understood his resignation 


has not been accepted and that 
Warners desire Jolson to remain 
with Brunswick, regardless of his 
U. A. switch. 

A new arrangement is probable 
whereby Jolson will record fdr 
Brunswick but carefully confining 


himself only to established hit num- 
bers and not bothering with in-he- 
tweeners. 

Warners intend reorganizing its 
latest, Brunswick-Balke-Collander, 
so, as one of the executives states, 
‘It won't be recognizable a year 
from now.” 

Right away Warners is acquaint- 
ing BB's biggest executives with 
the home office on 8th avenue, 
which will be theirs from now on, 
as well. The brothers have a few 
changes in the personnel in mind. . 

That the main inspiration for the 





purchase was a_ television-radio 
proposition is denied by the 
brothers. They chortle over the 
idea. 

Some of the most interesting 


things in the buy are many acces- 
isories which the Warners are 
|counting on using in the projection 
| booth and studio in connection with 
jsound. Denial is made that this 
‘angle, plus the Klangfilm buy-in, is 
| getting them. further from 
Western Electric. 


AWAY 


| GRAUMAN TRAVELING 


| Going with “Hell’s Angels” as Pres- 
| entation Director 
| 





Hollywood, April 15. 
Sid Grauman has made a deal 
with Howard Hughes to handle the 
worldwide presentation and exploi- 


\ — eae jtation of “Hell's Angels.” It marks 
in Lincoln, N. M. It’s the went | Lou Anger’s Breakdown \Grauman’s return to activity uiter 
torn town figuring in the south- | Hollywood, April 15. | year’s retirement. 
western outlaw’s life. Lou Anger is’ confined to his bed | “Angels” opens at the HKeyptial 
The largest western town ever! with a nervous breakdown. | Hollywood. early in May, for its 
built will be put up near here to} Anger . represents Joseph M. | premiere. Grauman will stage spee- 
, duplicate Lincoln as it was in the | Schenck’s real estate interests. in- cities for 


tacular prologs in all key 
} the picture. 
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68 mm. Wide Film Compromise May NGREASE. 10 1? 
Be Reached in N. Y. by All Companies FMINFNT 


| 

A decision standardizing wide film 
fs expected any day. 
tions, following a canvass of the 
Hollywood situation, the agreement 
will probably be the compromise 
width of around 68 millimeters. This 
relieves Fox’s Grandeur of two and 
adds thrée to the Paramount and 
Radio systems. 

Most important in the advance- 
ment of standardization is the so- 
jution of a knotty end caused by 
Tiollywood’s stand in the matter. A 
tug of war on artistry versus com- 
mercialism ensued until the vot was 
on the verge of t-oiling over when a 
delegation of engineers, sittsng in 
on che conferences here, wext to the 
west coast to g~t the low down. 

Az things now stand, Hol ywood 
Is pulling its fingers out of the pie, 
entrusting the New York end with 
full power in tue wide angic, Sug- 
gestions coming from the coast’s 
Academy, etc., have been relegated 
to the class of superficialities. 

The trip to Hollywood dic exert 
considerable influence over the en- 
gineering body commissioned by the 
producers to agree on one width. 
VWrhere the Spoor and Paramount 
men wore as certain of the value of 
65 as Fox has been for its 70, they 
now are convinced that the compro- 
mise is necessary for all-round sat- 
isfaction. 

And .Hollywood, the engineers 
bring back, is as happy to let the 
giant film problem be handled en- 
tirely in New York providing that 
“the best wins.” 


. p | 
From indica- 


Lon Chaney’s Imitation 
Lands Him in Hospital 


Hollywood, April 15. 

While imitating a parrot in “The 
Unholy Three,” Lon Chaney burst a 
blood vessel Saturday. As a result 
Metro has rearranged shooting 
schedule, but if Chaney can’t resume 
in a week production will be halted. 

Star is at St. Vincent’s Hospital, 
where his condition is not consid- 
ered serious. 





Kicks With Variations 
In Natheaux Family 


Hollywood, April 15. 
Velma Natheaux has started di- 
vorce proceedings against Louis Na- 
theaux. Charges he kicked her in 
stomach and mouth to accompani- 
ment of profane language. 
She also names women, 
were married three years ago. 


They 





' Politz, WB Buyer 


Hollywood, April 15. 

Herman Politz has been made 
general purchasing agent for War- 
ners and First National studios as 
well as all the western Warner the- 
atres. 

Politz was formerly a partner in 
@ large tailoring firm out here. 





DeMille’s Other Daughter 
Hollywood, April 15. 
Cecil B. DeMille’s daughter, 
Katherine, is starting a picture ca- 
reer. Her father has placed her in 
“Madame Satan” for a minor role. 
The older daughter, Cecilia, 
Passed up a career in celluloid by 
her recent marriage. 





EINFELD CALLED EAST 
Hollywood, April 15. 
Charlie Einfeld left here Saturday 
for New York. Sudden return was 
due.to call from the home office. 
First National's publicity chief 
had been in town on the yearly 
visit to flash current product and 
find out what was in the new line- 
up. Sojourn here was to have been 
for two or three weeks. 





Fox Coast Meeting 
Hollywood, April 13. 
Fox annual sales convention will 
be May 25. 
Movietone City will be the spot. 








Coincidence? 

With the Warners’ announce- 
ment that its new Hollywood 
on Broadway will open April 
22 instead of April 17, every- 
one remembered that April 17 
is Holy Thursday. 

“Hold Everything” remains 
the picture as originally billed. 














BALLYHOOING 


MADE NEW FILM 
BEAT RECORD 


Frisco’s Concrete Ex- 
ample of Circus Exploi- 
tation for B. O. 





San Francisco, April 15. 

If “Ingagi,”’ the wild animal (go- 
rilla) picture that has set the town 
by the ears and smashed all exist- 
ing records at the R-K-O Orpheum 
here proves anything, it proves the 
value of a circus ballyhoo and the 
efficiency of big top methods in 
selling pictures in main stem the- 
atres. 

Rushed in in two days with no 
advance billing, no tieups, and no 
campaigns such as are the usual 
standby for the film P. A., “Ingagi” 
hit close to $4,000 the opening day. 
Most of this was pulled in as a 
result of a stuffed wild animal ex- 
hibit which Manager Cliff Work 
shoved into his lobby, giving a kick 
to the prevous dignified R-x-O 
methods of exploitation. 

He turned the front of the the- 
atre into a reproduction of the wilds 
of Africa, using painted canvas 
backgrounds, crammed in plenty of 
stuffed animals indigenous to the lo- 
cale of the film, and topped off the 
ballyhoo witla an enormous exhibit 
directly in fromt of the b. o., show- 
ing a life-sized stuffed lion tearing 
to pieces a stuffed gazeile. 

With the aid of a loud speaker 
and some jungle-sound records on a 
hidden phonograph, even the noises 
of the African bush were repro- 
duced, stopping passersby in droves. 

In addition to this, much of the 
success was credited to the distri- 
bution, house to house, of a tab- 
loid newspaper containing numerous 
cuts and much reading matter of a 
melodramatic nature, telling of the 
film and what it was all about. 
Newspaper ads stressed the sensa- 
tional features of “Ingagi,” notably 
the tribal sacrifice of women to rov- 
ing gorillas. 

The first day’s business, in itself 
unprecedented in this house, climb- 
ed the second day and went on 
climbing through the week until the 
management couldn’t believe the 
figures that came from the b. o. 

Irony of the situation is that “In- 
gaci” was offered to practically 
every manager along Market street 
and rejected. They characterized 
itasa “raw fake” that they wouldn’t 
inflict on their patrons, but the pub- 
lic that has flocked to the Orpheum 
failed entirely to take any such 
view. A check made of comments 
voiced by patrons leaving the the- 
atre found no criticism of this sort. 

William B. Wagnon is the one 
exception. He had bought “Ingagi” 
for his Davies theatre, but tore up 
the contract when the owners of 
the film gave him $1,750 to release it 
to the Orpheum. Wagnon in doing 
this passed up a small fortune, 


Mayer Called Back 
Louis B. Mayer left New York 
hurriedly Saturday, recalled to the 
coast through the serious illness of 
his father. 











NAM 


| Clarke's First Attention to 


Financing—All Debts to| 


Be Paid and 14 Millions | 
Left Over in Cash—Shee- 
han Extending Personal 


Attention 


|SELL NO ASSETS—FINAL | 


The new Fox board of directors | 
is expected to be Frade known early 
next week. It will be extended to 
about a dozen members, and made 
noteworthy in its representation. It 
is said the Chase National will be 
represented, also a big Chicago 
banking institution. It is also re- 
ported Charles Stuart, of Halsey, 
Stuart & Co., the Fox present finan- 
cial director, will be on the board, 
rather than his brother, Harry L. 
The latter is reported as shy of the 
limelight at all, despite the unusual 
publicity received as one of the 
William Fox co-trustees. Another 
director likely will be John E. Ot- 
terson, ERPI president, the other 
trustee, and Bill Fox’s “poison” dur- 
ing the Fox jam. 

No Fox assets of any nature will 
be disposed of. This is made final 
from authoritative sources within 
the new Fox circle. In production 
and theatres a campaign of expan- 
sion will be carried forward. The 
production outline as now set takes 
in the next five years in skeleton, 
while the theatre division of Fox 
will be active continuously. 

Harley L. Clarke, new Fox presi- 
dent, has been devoting his entire 
attention to the finances of the 
companies since assuming charge 
upon his return to New York last 
week. The financing plan by Hal- 
sey-Stuart is expected to be an- 
nounced ere this week is over. It 
will cover the entire obligations, in- 
cluding all commitments made by 
the former Fox regime of both Fox 
companies (Fox Films and Fox 
Theatres). 

With the new administration of 
the Fox companies in action for 
less than 10 days, reports of some 
nifty financing for that picture or- 
ganization are seeping through. 
Within a week from today (Wed- 
nesday) all of the outstanding due 
indebtedness of the Fox companies 
will have been paid with a cash sur- 
plus of $14,000,000 left in the Fox 
treasury. 

Organization Undisturbed 

The more important shifts in the 
Fox companies’ operations will oc- 
cur in the east. It is unlikely, ac- 
cording to report, that any other 
than n.inor changes will occur in 
the coast studios. Similarly, it is 
said the Fox layout will remain 
about the same, divided east and 
west, with the west operating as at 
present under the guidance of Har- 

(Continued on page 22) 


BANCROFT WOULDN'T SPLIT 


So Gary Cooper Replaces Him in 
Par’s “Spoilers” 





Hollywood, April 15. 

George Bancroft is out of Par- 
amount’s “The Spoilers.” Company 
refused to give him sole starring 
honors in picture with big name 
cast. Gary Cooper replaces. 

Bancroft will be seen next in “The 
Caveman,” another of his regular 
starring series. Meanwhile he is 
temporarily laid up with a _ sore 
throat. 


U’s $125,000 Guarantee 


Universal has ‘acquired the talker 
rights to Preston Sturges’ play, 
“Strictly Dishonorable,” from Brock 
Pemberton, producer. John Boles 
will be starred by U. 

According to the agreement be- 
tween U, Sturges and Pemberton 
are together guaranteed $125,000 
from the sale of the picture and 
television rights. 











, |Sheehan’ s Unique Record for 


¢ Handling All Fox's Production 


Work While Held in New York 








Wm. Fox’s Gifts 


To date 
gifts have 


three munificent 
been reported given 


by William Fox, following the 
sale of his Fox stock holdings 
last week. 

Latest reported from the 
coast is a $500,000 check re 
ceived by Sol Wurtzel, a Fox 


studio executive, and originally 
an appointment by Mr. Fox. 
Wurtzel has been subject to 
the authority of W. R. Sheehan 
in the Fox studios, and it is 
understood Wurtzel will prob- 
ably remain in the same ca- 
pacity out there. 

The other $500,000 check as 
reported was to Jack Leo, one 
of Bill Fox's brothers-in-law, 
and who will shortly leave the 
Fox organization, if he has not 
already done so. The other was 
for $100,000, given to Joe Leo, 
Jack’s brother, Wm. Fox’s east- 
ern theatre operator, who is 
also due to leave. 


+ 


extraordinary 


accomplished 
|} that Fox production should not be 














HAYS “DON'TS 
NO GAG FOR 
FILM MAKERS 


Will Hays’ catechism on the mak- 
ing of pictures is expected to solve 
all trouble with churches and ath- 
letic organizations. It is far from 
the gag many of the newspapers 
want to make it. Any producer 
who violates it wil] be brought on 
the carpet before Hays just as fast 
as Whalen would haul in a cop with 
a tarnished shield, it is said. ” 

Since the code has been adopted 
Haysites also observe the organiza- 
tion has taken more latitude with 
words than ever before. “Racketeer” 
and such, were used in copy against 
the church folk for the first time. 
There’s to be no more mincing of 
English when other attacks in type 
are answered, it is volunteered. 

That there’s a little bad in every- 
thing, and that goes for unfrocked 
clerics and disbarred attorneys, is 
the philosophy being handed out by 
Hays men since the document made 
the front pages. Figuring that 10% 
of “King of Kings” receipts would 
have read $600,000 in a check, the 
producers advisors are glad they 
decided to battle it out in the open 
and show their righteous intentions 
to the world. 


“So Big,” 2-Reeler 


Hollywood, April 15. 

“So Big,” the Edna Ferber novel, 
has been made as a two-reel short 
by Warners. 

This nips any idea of First Na- 
tional repeating the story, made 
silent with Colleen Moore as a dia- 
log feature. 

Sick Wvle 
version. 








dialoged condensed 


YOUNG LAEMMLE EAST 


Universal City, April 15. 
Ivan St. John, head of Universal's 
publicity department, becomes as- 
sistant to Carl Laemmle, Jr., when 
the latter leaves for New York April 
22. 
St. John will accompany his boss 
on the trip. 
Gray Loaned, ‘Not Released 
Hollywood, April 15 
Lawrence Gray was only loaned 


to Columbia by Metro. He has not 








been released by Metro as reported. | 


A remarkable part of most 
flareup in a mammoth 
institution such as Fox is the part 
meanwhile, in order 


| retarded, by Winfield R. Sheehan, 
| hed in New York for over five 
months during the troubles. Lead- 
|ing figures say there is no parallel 
in big business for the Fox matter, 
in its magnitude of assets and com- 
| plications of its finan ial matters, 
| that threatened often to entirely de- 
| stroy the morale of the whole or- 
| Sanization, let alone the ever-pres- 
1 ent receivership threat 
Sheehan made his suite in the 
| Hotel Savoy his offices, and was 
| virtually held a prisoner there 
throughout the long term. Any 


number of phones seemed to be open 
all of the time, with Sheehan seldom 
carrying on a consecutive conversa- 
tion. He talked with the Fox stu- 
dio heads, with Fox stars, writera, 
play brokers, besides the downtown 
New York bankers, lawyers and 
other easterners who were only in- 
terested in the Fox business snarL 

The quantity of work accom- 
plished by Sheehan, in his endeavor 
to keep the Fox studio program roll- 
ing on schedule, and his attention at 
the same time to the Fox tangle, 
could not be overlooked by those in 
frequent contact with him, as were 
many of the Fox New York staff. 

During his imprisonment at the 
Savoy, Sheehan directed the pur- 
chase of around 35 plays for next 
season's Fox feature program, of 
about 30 professionals engaged in 
New York; signed five writers and 
four directors, besides around 10 
songwriters, and simultaneously is- 
sued instructions daily to the stu- 
dios on production procedure by 
phone, 

It is expected Sheehan will leave 
for the coast by April 22, his first 
visit to the Fox studio and his home 
in Hollywood in nearly six months, 

Among the actors engaged since 
last October are: 

Actors 

Humphrey Bogart, George Brent, 

Lucile Brown, Robert Burns, Fred- 
(Continued on page 22 


Notre aaa’ Team and 
Campus in “Toplitzky 


Hollywood, April 15. 

Before Jack Oakie returns from 
the Paramount Long Island studios, 
he will stop off at South Bend, 
where Director Frank Tuttle will 
take the initial scenes of ‘“‘Toplitzky 
of Notre Dame.” 

Skeets Gallagher and Harry 
Green will also go there from here 
to play featured parts in the pic- 
ture. The Notre Dame football 
team will alsa be used for several 
shots. 

When the company returns the 
Notre Dame team is to accompany 
it for shots of a game to be played 
here. St. Mary’s College team may 
be brought here from Marysville te 
play opposite it. 


PEP ON TRACK 
Los Angeles, April 15. 

Standard Oil Co. of Cal. is dick- 
ering with a number of producers 
for single reel] talkers on salesman- 
ship. Pictures will be used to wise 
up employees and independent 
dealers on the proper methods of 
selling S. O. products. 

Talkers will also be made of heads 
of the company giving pep spiel: te 
heat up delegates at company cone- 








ventions 


one ——————— 


De! Rio’s “Dove” 
Hollywood, April 15. 


U. A. will make a talker version 
of the Willard Mack play, “The 
Dove.” done as a silent in 1928 with 
Norma Talmadge. 


Dolores Tel Rio will do the 


| talker as her next instead of “Res- 
urrecti which she did as a ai- 
lent three years ago. 
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Devies, Head of G-A-F Merger, 
Gives Qutline of Plan for 


Countries Besides France 


Paris April o. 


, sii an eal 
Following the formal approval Of | 


merge 


the Gaumont-Franco-Aubert 


er, Maurice Devies, vice -president 
of the Banque Natiohale de Credit 
which figured importantly on the 
financial end, set forth his plans fo1 
the G-A-F merger and its Con- 
tinental extension in an interview 
for “Variety.” 
Financial end, according to’ the 


banker, 1s the most’ important ‘cur- 
rent concern. Perfection ‘of the in- 
dustrial phases, especially on the re- 
cording end, will be next tackled. 
Then only will the production phase 


of the G-A-F alliance be gone 
into. From the production end 
ef it, distribution and_ theatre 
operation will automatically take 


eare of itself. 


The present. capitalization of the 


combine is $3,400,000 which, states 
Devies, represents a real equity of 
about $6,000,000, the new 
nominal capital does not represent 
the full value of the shares of the 
merged corporations. . This is be- 
cause Devies had arranged, prior 
to the actual physical merging, that 
one corporation buy in on the other, 
to facilitate an economic centrol. 
Real estate of the companies re- 
appraised at current prices would 
be far in excess of the book value, 
which has been taken as a basis 
for capitalizing the merger. 
Besides this, power has been given 
the board to increase the _ stock 
capitalization at will, up to $8,- 
(Continued on page 63) 


Continental Changes in 
Par’s Continental Staff 


Paris, April 5. 

With Adolphe Osso, head of. Para- 
mount in France, having formally 
introduced Robert T. Kane as being 
Paramount backed in his foreign 
language talkers’ productions, Kane 
has abandoned his own offices ‘and 
teken space in the Paramount thea- 
tre offices, Young Dick Blumenthal 
is assisting Kane. ° ~ 

Melville A, Shauer, son of Emil E. 
Shauer, Paramount vice-prexy in 
charge of foreign affairs, left for 
America last month and probably 
not coming back to Europe. Mel 
was special representative for Para- 
mount abroad, with Osso continuing 
in practical and executive charge of 
all business affairs, as heretofore. 

John C. Graham, Par’s ger.eral 
European rep, with Shauer’s leave- 
taking, takes up Shauer’s duties as 
well as special rep for Par. 

Eddie Ugast, formerly assistant to 
Francis A. Mangan, also European 
stage production head, sailed for 
Nev. York to stay. Probably become 
a cog in the Publix units’ production 
department. 

_ Shauer is going to California, ac- 
cording to local advices, to get a 
loud of the production end and learn 
it under his father’s sponsorship, 
particularly with an eye to the for- 
eign talker market, but primarily 
for general knowledge. 


since 


“Jazz Singer’s’ Run Record 


Brussels, April 4. 

After six months’ continuous 
showing at the Trianon Cine, Brus- 
sels, Al Jolson (whom Belgians per- 
sist in calling Jonson) in “The Jazz 
Singer,” has withdrawn to make 
way for “The Divine Lady” (Corinne 
Griffith). 

The six months’ 
record, 





run is the local 


Swedish-Played Par Film 
Will Be Made in Paris 


Copenhagen, April 5. 

Paramount's representative, Andre 
Davens, traveling through Copenha- 
gen, after having visited Stockholm, 
stated he will bring a troupe of 
prominent Swedish actors to Paris 
soon to play in a Swedish talker di- 
rected by Edvin Adolphson and shot 
in Paramount's studio in Paris. Film 
will also be produced in French and 
Spanish. 

Engaged among others two of 
Sweden's prominent Lars 
Hanson and Costa Ekman. 


actors, 


+ em 








wd 
French Plays for Films? 


Paris, April 
Vari s” Paris office ir e- 
porting ew plays ere 
\ il aiso } pplement Tine 
|| Broadway possibilities. with 
comment on tie French talkei 


rights for the sereen. 

American ‘producers looking 
French, German and other 
foreign plays not exelusively 
with a view to the world’s film 
rights, but also with a thought 
to the local territorial pessibili- 
Many a good Frenéh play 
would make good French taik- 
fare, if not 
market. 


to 


ties. 


er okay for the 


world’s 











RCA MAY MOVE 
INTO CONTROL 


Paris, April 5. 


A quiet, unostentatious by 
RCA for important position in Eu- 
ropean theatre control is believed 
to be behind the hook-up RCA 
Photophone recently made here with 
Pathe-Natan whereby P-N becomes 
the ostensible agents exclusively for 
RCA in France. 

In actual working out, RCA’s con- 
trol of ‘the P-N ‘circuit is foreseen 
by some, as Natan is said ‘to” lave 
paid for the RCA Photophone 
equipment in 45 of his houses with 
shares of stock in the P-N enter- 
prises. . These said to 


move 


shares are 
give RCA a strong “in” on the com- 
pany. } 

Natar says she was negotiating 
with Verdaguer, owner of 50;Span- 
ish theatres, for control thereof, but 
behind that also is seen an RCA 
move, as the RCA Photophone pro- 
jection *quipment would go into all 
of these Spanish houses. 

This alliance of over }00 theatres 
in France and Spain would guaran-+ 
tee RCA and its alliéd: production 
companies sufftciently for some 
corking French and Spanish talker 
productions. 


Wiring in Switzerland 


Paris, April 4. 

Western Electric is wiring 17 more 
theatres in Switzerland, where there 
are already 14 theatres W. E. 
equipped in 11 different cities. 

Theatres under way will be com- 
pleted by June. Talkers will then 
be shown in Aarau, Baden, La Caux 
de Fonds, Olten, Soleure, Winter- 
thur, all of which have no wired 
theatre as yet. 

In. Holland, the Flora at The 
Hague, and the Ooster theatre in 
Rotterdam, will also be W. E. wired 
by May. This brings the total of 
Dutch houses sound equipped with 
W. E. wire to, 9. 








Bi-Lingual Features, 
Wettstein-Supervised 
Paris, April 35, 
Ernst Wettstein, formerly British 


representative for Svenska Bio- 
graph (Sweden), is now the Brit- 
ish rep for Jacques Haik, French 


indie producer. 
Wettstein is supervising a French 


talker version of E. A. Dupont’s 
“Atlantic,” which the German 
director (UFA) already made in 
German and English. Its success 


prompted Haik to do a French ver- 
sion which Jean Kemm will direct. 

As with Haik’s “Mystere de la 
Villa Rose,” he prefers Elstree as 
a production center to Paris and is 
sending French talent to London. 

H. G, Grantham-Hayes, English 
director with knowledge of French, 
is directing “Lord Richard in the 
Pantry,” English farce, as a bi- 
lingual talker, under Wettstein’s 
supervision, 

“Richard” east includes Ginett 
| Gobe rt, Michele Verly, Andree La- 
| fayette, Madeleine Guitty, Baron 
j Fils, Henry Garat. 
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McGARRY and DAWN 


TEDDY 


Comedy -Dancers, fn-ebriate 


Harry 


” 


Featured in Gourfain’s 
“Smart Smarties. 
This week (April 11), Paramount, 
New York. 
Next week (April 18), 
Brooklyn. 


Direction PHIL TYRRELL. 


Paramount 





DENMARK LOOKS GOOD 
FOR FILM REVENUE 


Paris, April 5. 

Denmark as a new market is very 
regarded here. Robert 
Schless for Warners here says “Jazz 
Singer” earned $70,000 for WB in 
Denmark, aided by its being the 
first wow talker and a Jolson 
special. 

Opines the first Danish talker will 
panic ’em and earn $100,000 for the 
producer, 


Patched Talker Tried 
With Singer and Discs 


The Hague, April 3. 

The Fritz Hirsch German Oper- 
etta Company started an experiment 
in Rotterdam in sound-filming. At 
the Tivoli part of the stage was 
prepared to serve as a film. studio 
and Friedl, Dotza,, star, sang’ and 
acted some of her most popular 
operetta songs. While cameramen 
caught her-movements, at the same 
time records were played which had 
been made previously by her. 


The idea was to get her to act 
the singing with’ lip-movements, 
sort of a reversed talker-procedure. 

The Hispano Film Co. here is 
trying that way to get synchronized 
records and films of popular songs 
by Dotza and others, 

If the experiment succeeds it will 
be tried with other talent. 











Czech Apparatus 
Prague, April 4. 

First apparatus to make own 
sound films in Czechoslovakia has 
been bought by the Prague A. B. 
Film Works from Tobis of Berlin. 

With the exteption of England, 
France and Germany, no other film 
company in Europe is the possessor 
of its own Sound-film-making ap- 
paratus. 


British Film Field 


By. Frank Tilley 





London, Aprif 4. 


With the bulk of the foreign, 
which is a lot of dough, coming 


from this field, it ought to be worth 
while American distribs making a 
check-up on what does not go here. 
Roughly, back-stagers are through; 
musical comedy only good if either 
new, like “Broadway Melody,” or a 
fairly recent theatre success here, 
like “Hit the Deck.” The 5-10 year 
ol musicals done over suffer badly 
from two things: tunes just old 
enough to be stale and comparison 
with London stage cast. This goes 


for such as “Sally” and “No, No, 
Nanette,” 

Revues with thousand-star casts, 
as “Happy Days” and “Show of 
Shows,’ don’t cut overmuch ice, 
public jibing at billing and then 
seeing only some and for short 
flashes. “Show of Shows” here cut 


Be at. 


Lillie and Lupino Lane num- 
(Continued on page 63) 


Americans Must Produce Abroad — 
To Hold Foreign Market, Claimed | 





ENGLISH NEWSREELS 





Hot Competition With Pathetone 


Entering British Field 


London, April 5. 
Intense competition between vari- 
ous newsreel concerns here 
— new lease of life March 31, when 
Pathetone Weekly takes the field. 


takes 


Since talker break, chief reels in 
the field have been British Movie- 


tone News, Fox issue, said to be 
backed by the Rothermere news- 
paper interests, and Gaumont Sound 
News, put out by Gaumont. 
Although denied by unit. ‘con- 
cerned, feeling generally .is_ the 
Berry Brothers have a slice in the 





Gaumont news issue, 

With old silent issues, Gaumont 
Mirror, Empire News’ Bulletin, 
| Topical, and so on, still continue 


in a small way and Pathetone steps 
in to complete pretty fierce tri- 
angular competition. 

Pathetone will be under control of 
| First National Pathe, F. N.’s Brit- 
lish outlet, in which British Inter- 
national, producers, distrib and ex- 
hibitors have holding interest. 

Meanwhile, most of the newsreel 
units, with the exception of Movie- 
tone, which has always stressed in- 





terest rather than news, keep on 
putting out magazine pictures in 
sound, 


First move to tighten up on the 
news angle was made by Gaumont, 
issuing its reel. as a_ bi-weekly. 
Movietone is said to be countering 
by laying down plans for a daily 
issue for key houses. 


Belgian Flops 3 
Features in Row 


At Amsterdam 


Amsterdam, April 2.. 

Before the Netherlande’ Filmliga 
the Belgian film director, Charles de 
Keukeleire, showed three feature 
pictures made by him, “Combat de 
bore,” “Impatience” and’ “Historie 
de Detective.” Public hissed off ‘the 
DeKeukeleire films. 

This director calls himself the 
only representative of the Belgian 
cinematographie. His first film did 
not differ from the ordinary news- 
reel with only a number of scenes 
in negative irstead of positive. “Im- 
patience” seemed made of elastic; 
not over a quarter of it was really 
recorded, the rest repetition. 


Poland’s First Big Film 


Brussels, April 4. 

Poland's first big film, “Marous- 
sia,” was shown privately here by 
Hendricks, agent for Belgium. It 
created a good impression. 

Josef Leytes, producer, reveals 
sound technical knowledge and has 
a good cast. Outdoor scenes showing 
landscapes new to Belgium were 
particularly admired. 











Italy’s Famous Dramatic 
Star, Tina diLorenzo, Dead 


, Rome, April 2. 

The well known. dramatic actress, 
Tina diLorenzo, has just died in 
Milan. She belonged to the clas- 
sical tradition of legitimate acting 
in Italy, and was.the foremost fe- 
male lead in Italy during the 90’s 
and even later. 

Her husband, Armando Faleconi, 
one of the outstanding actors here, 
rushed from Naples, where he was 
playing, to his wife’s bedside, arriv- 
ing just in time to hold her hand as 
she breathed. her last. 

The press is full of columns of 
comment of the once famous Tina, 
who made famous many of the plays 
of such dramatists as Sabatino Lo- 
pez. Dario Niccodemi and 
vachino Forzano. 

Tina diLorenzo played in dramas 
by the Frenchmen Donnay and 
Bernstein, in plays by Sudermann 
and Pinero, Rostand and Marco 
Praga, 


Gio- 





Paris, April 4, 


Picture people coming into Parig 
are more and more firm in their 
opinion that Hollywood-produced 
foreign versions will not do abroad, 

Germans cite “Der Tolpatch” 
(“Lummox”’)—the UA-dubbed@ talk- 
er—as a horrible example. The 
French are negative about how Che- 
valier’s “Love Parade” was slashed 
and cut to produce a hybrid syn- 
chronous Version. 

Expansion of Germany along 
these lines is inevitable. Not only 
are the. UFA and Tobis studios out+ 
side of Berlin working hard turning 
out sundry‘ versions, ,hyt German 
talent is génerously sprinkled’ at 
Elstree, near “London, and at. Epi- 
nay, outside of Paris. At the late 
ter producing center, Sokal-Sofar 
Films maintains permanent stock 
companies of French, English, Ger-« 


man and Spanish casts, with Ital- 
ians to come, 
Signor Stefano Pittaluga, in 


Rome, can’t get talent nor direce 
tors for his Italian talkers, but has 
a dandy studio outsidé the Lateran 
Gate at Rome, with modern RCA 
equipment and a flock of RCA engi- 
neers. Already he is dickering with 
British and German producers to 
send talent to his studios, or for 
an exchange of directors and people, 
so that they can jointly make Ital- 
ian, German and English pictures, 
chiefly the former two. 
Like German Talkers 

In the Balkans, the German talks 
ers are coming along at a great 
clip. Czechs, Yugoslavs, Serbs and 
Croatians understand German and 
prefer that to the American prod- 
uct. 

The Germans razzed Warners’ 
Moissi talker’ in German as an iy- 
stance that even with a German 
star the American methods lack 
the proper conception of the Conti- 
nental tastes. j 

That the American industry will 
have to take up foreign production 
activity on the Continent, with 
Paris as the most likely center, 
seems inevitable to the non-Amer~- 
ican picture’ interests who recog- 
nize the value of ‘the foreign lan- 
guage talker.market to America, 
but state it can’t be retained from 
a Hoilywoodian vantage point. 
'*They must come over here and 
produce, ; 
are we , 

(This same subject’ was exten- 
sively reported upon in last week’s 
“Vai ety,” from ihe doméstiz: and 
foreign angles.) 





Money Difference 


London, April 15. 


Arthur Dent, managing director 
of British International Pictures 
Export, Ltd., denies there has been: 
a split between: his company and 
World Wide of New York, distrib- 
utors of foreign product, 

He says the actual state of af- 
fairs is that British Export has 
withheld all newer product from 
“Atlantic” and onward because 
World Wide has delayed payment 
of money which British Export cone 
tends is due on account of produc- 
tions already distributed by World 
Wide. a: 





R-K-0’S S. A. OFFICE. 


Opens Exchange at Buenos Aires. 


“Rita” 1st and Hit 


—_—_—— . & 
Buenos Aires, April 15.) ~~. 


Radio Pictures is éntering this 
territory aggressively for the first 
time for the marketing of its pic- 
tures, opening an office in Buenos 
Aires, 

A representative is due from New 
York shortly to take charge. 


First booking was “Rio Rita,” at 
the Cine Ideal, town’s latest de 
luxer. Sold out in advance for the 
opening. 


METRO’S FOREIGN VOICE 
April 15. 
delegates to the 
International Exhibitors conference 
at Brussels in June, wh.t: it is do- 
ing on foreign language pictures, 
A two-reel talker is made for 
this purpose, 

Film will start in GB, 
Mayer's office and take in all for- 
eign activity on the lot, It will also 
have shots from future foreign re- 


Hollywood, 
Metro will tell 


being 


Louis 





leases. Sam Wood is directing. 
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8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


FOREIGN FILM NEWS 
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WALK - OUTS ON 
SILENT FILM 
IN PARIS 


“Trail 98” at New Olym- 
pia Couldn’t Hold— 


Other Demonstrations 


April 15. 
Olym- 


as a deluxe | 


Paris, 
Haik’s remodelled 
opened April 10 
boulevard film house showing 
of '98 (M-G-M silent) to walkouts. 


Publie’s reaction to the silent 
picture makes it plain they want 
talkers here. That goes even for 
the ritzy clientele of the boulevards. 

Early in the initial show an- 
nouncement was made the only 
French talk in the performance 
would be one short subject. There 
was a mild demonstration of dis- 
approval, again indicating anew 
Paris is strong for its native tongue 
on the screen. 

House is beautiful in its new 
dress and with capacity increased 
to 1,900. Show also has stage pres- 
entation as eer id 


To Placate Norse Exhibs 


April 15. 

are meet- 
exhibitors 
here in an effort to bring about 


an agreement on rental scales. Ses- 
sion follows widespread protests by 
Norse showmen that prices on talk- 
ers were unreasonably high. 

Distributors temporized with the 
theatre men, promising to put the 
controversy up to their home of- 
fices, meanwhile seeking to get a 
hearing for the argument .that pro- 
duction costs on talkers made nec- 
essary high rentals and instead of 
revision downward, the rental scale 
should be even higher than it is 
to bring the producers adequate re- 
turn. 

Reasoning made little impression. 

Swedish, Norwegian and Danish 
exhibitors have perfected an organi- 
zation on the issue and are making 
threats of a general boycott against 
American talkers. 


“Love” Copenhagen Smash 


Copenhagen, April 15. 
“The Love Parade,” at the Kino 
Palast, here, is a smash. This Par- 
amount (Chevalier) talker probably 
all in French. Copenhagen, Den- 
mark, oneners the Danish hee 


Jacques 
pia 
“Trail 


Copenhagen, 
American distributors 


ing the Scandinavian 


23 of 100 Rejected, Films 
Reinstated in Australia 


Sydney, April 15. 


State censors, reporting for the 
year, list 100 pictures rejected. 
Of this total distributors carried 


@ fight up to the Appeals Board, 
which overruled the first censor 
group and put its o.k. on 23 re- 


jected productions. 

Tasmanian censor has just refused 
to permit the showing in that terri- 
tory of “The Cock-Eyed World” 
(Fox). 


Zurich Likes “Vienna” 


Zurich, April 15. 


Atlas Picture (German) feature, 





Info for English 


One of the English trade 


papers printed the following 
which mentions the name of 
the writer of the Radio Pic- 


tures publicity had escaped the 
writer 

For his information, the name 
is Hy Daab, Radio's publicity 
eteercr. 

This is part of 
comment: 

“For the ‘moment the 
identity escapes me of the 
ad designer of Radio Pic- 
tures, the unblushing 
genius of the vivid slogan, 


the English 


who blares his brilliancy 
across the VU. S&S trade 
papers. 


Everyone of us who picks 
up the American papers 
must receive a hearty jolt in 
the emotional jaw when the 
mail arrives. Those Radio 
spreads are the biggest, 
brightest things in the U.S. 
trade, as delicious and in- 
vigorating to look at as 
they are useful to draw 
the buyer.” 


EFOREST BUY BY WARNER 





STRENGTHENING 


URL 


| Warner Brothers 





Purchase 


Warners—Western Elec- 
tric In, but How, Denied | 





NO FREEZE-OUT 


| representatives time to embark with | 
gives them a “dominating position” 


|is rushing the closure for a huge 
|chunk of another and more im- 
| 
| minent enemy of the American elec- 


| trics. 











“Vienna, City of Song,” well re- 
ceived at its premiere here. 
Direction is credited to Richard 
Oswald. 
“Frankenstein” For B’way 
London, April 15. | 
Horace Liveright has bought the | 
American rights to “Frankenstein.” | 
Lyn Harding will be sent over 


to start in the drama, under a eg 


year contract with the manager. 


This latest deal, papers for which 





German Indies See 


Menace in Combo 


Of Warner-Tobis 


Berlin, April 15. 

SPIO, organization of the leading 
German picture producers, adopted 
a resolution at its meeting here de- 
manding that the government un- 
dertake legislation insuring the use 
of sound facilities to any indepen- 
dent producer. 


What they want is a law which 
will compel owners of controling 
patents to fix fees and then permit 
use of sound to any independent 
producer who meets the legal pay- 
ment. 

The development awakening the 
picture makers to their situation is 
the agreement between Warner 
Bros. and the Tobis people. The 
Germans see in this alliance a new 
threat of American domination and 
the agitation is designed to meet 
the menace. 





2 FLOPS IN AUSTRALIA 


“Shrew” and “Prince,” Latter Si- 
lent, Die in Sydney 








Sydney, April 15. 

Two American pictures which 
have failed to make headway her 
are “Taming of the Shrew” (UA), 
and “Prince and Pauper,” latter an 
old silent, starring William Faver- 
sham. 

First named, by Pickford and 
Fairbanks, goes down on the rec- 
ord as a flop at the St. James here. 
The Faversham did little better at 
the Royal, also in Sydney. 





‘Historical Liberties’ Keep 
‘Guard’ Out of France 


Paris, April 15, 
Distortion of historical facts for 
literary purposes offends French 


people who are intensely patriotic. 
Fine quality of production is nulli- 
fied by mistakes in this regard, as 
examplified in the case of Univer- 
sal’s “The Marseillaise” (called 
“Captain of the Guard in the U. 8.) 
talker which will not be shown in 
France at all. 
Instead, “The W 


estern Front” will 


| be Universal’s next in this market. 
| Alexandre Stein, U's 


French chief, 


saw “The Marseillaise”’ in London 


jand made up his mind its historical 
| liberties 


had ruined the picture's 
chances for France. 


“Godless Girl” Liked 
Brussels, April 4. 
Cecil B. de Mille’s first 
film, ‘“‘The Godless Girl,” 
at the Lutetia house here 


sound 


have been drawn and approved by 
attorneys for both sides, is for 40% 
of DeForest, center of all U. S&S. 
sound patent worries, which is cooly 
figuring on collecting $500,000,000 
triple damages following the final 
showdown against Western Electric, 
one delayed for three years, in the 
Wiimington, Del., Federal court, one 
month from today (Wednesday). 

For its position in DeForest, 
Warners is called upon to pay $1,- 
500,000 in initial cash and a remain- 
der, running into an unknown figure, 
wthin five years. 

In the few parts of the trade 
familiar with this latest move, 
skepticism was expressed about the 
sincerity of the brothers’ battle with 

eee an on rane ae 8) 


NATIVE TONGUE ENOUGH 
FOR ANY ACTORS 


Hollywood, April 15. 

Metro has concluded that actors 
cannot as a general proposition suc- 
cessfully handle more than their na- 
tive language. Henceforth, it will 
try to get away from multi-lingual 
actors when making foreign ver- 
sions. 

Foreign versions will be sepa- 
rately cast from the principal, or 
English, version. Ludwig Lawrence, 
Metro’s representative on the con- 
tinent, has been cabled to secure 
six stage leads from France and 
Germany. 

Metro expects to use some of the 
new foreign players in “His Glori- 
ous Night.” 


WIND-UP ORDERS 
FOR TWO CONCERNS 


London, April 15. 

A compulsory winding-up order 
was issued today against British 
Photophone in the absence of oppo- 
sition. 

A similar order against Interna- 
tional Talking Screen Productions 
was up, but postponed to May € on 
the plea that a proposal for a mer- 
ger is now before the stockholders. 

This is the merger’ reported 
of British Filmcraft and British 
Screen Productions under the pro- 
posed title of Argosy Filmcraft Co. 


Australia’s Tariff Request 


Sydney, April 15. 

Prime minister for the common- 
wealth has addressed an appeal to 
the English government, asking. that 
Australian pictures be admitted 

free of duty to the mother country. 
| Argument is that English made 
| film is admitted free in this colony 
| and the island continent is entitled 
to a reciprocal privilege. 

At the same time the Australian 
Labor government has lately been 














is scoring | piling on customs duties for all pic- 
} tures imported from foreign nations 


E, REASON 


40% of DeForest Over | 
Here — Added Protection | 
| Along with Tobis Buy by| 


sal’'s European organization, 
| ing on the “Europa” 


l the opening of Whiteman’'s picture, | 


} 





Barely allowing Tobis- langle | able pre-release at the 


| the buy-in which they now claim | 


‘Rushing ‘ ‘Green Spook’ with French 
Made in Hollywood, Into Paris 





BRYSON’ 'S PORTABLE 


Coming Over to See 
at Roxy 


“Jazz King” 


April 15. 
Univer- 
is sail- 
Thursday 

He is making the trip to witness 


London, 


James Bryson, head of 


The King of Jazz,” at the Roxy 
| New York, April 25 
| Bryson returns immediately 
i bringing the picture with him to 
trade-show in London with prob 
Tivoli, fol- 
lowing the engagement of ‘“Jour- 
ney’ s End.’ 
Bryson is taking with him a 





\in the foreign talker end, Warner | portable sound re produc ing machine 


invented in Germany and ready for 
marketing, which he proposes to in- 
troduce in the States. 

Universal's foreign 
home, N. L. Manheim, was to have 
started a foreign suryey soon, but 
the convention of export managers 
in New York in May has caused a 
delay. He will sail for this side 
with the return of the foreign men 
to their posts. 

Al Szechler, 
chief, resident in 
on the stein 


manager at 


European 
will be 


general 
Berlin, 


BALKAN CHAIN 
OWNER SUICIDE, 
BAD BUSINESS 


Savkovitch, Luxor Circuit, 
Hopelessly Tied Up— 
Belgrade Laid Off 
Talkers 





Belgrade, April 15. 
Milosh Savkovitch, owner of the 


_Luxor circuit of picture houses, 


committed suicide here yesterday 
(14), as the climax to business wor- 
ries growing out of the talker sit- 
uation in the Balkan territory. 

Talker problems in southeastern 
Europe have so far been recognized 
by the American and native dis- 
tributors as to bring about lowering 
of rental scales, but reverses that 
affected the Luxor chief are believed 
to have been caused by his contracts 
for silent product, which was aban- 
doned when he wired his theatres 
with Biophone. 

The sudden competition in talk- 
ers at the outset increased rentals 
with Savkovitch ambitiously under- 
taking to top all rivals. Soon the 
Belgrade fan public lost their en- 
thusiasm for talkers and business 
suffered generally. 

Neither Biophone, Paramount nor 
Metro, chief creditors, pressed 
claims, extending liberal credit to 
the chain operator. Reason for his 
business troubles was not revealed 
until his many contracts for silent 
pictures were revealed and the fig- 
ures showing box office depression 
Savkovitch had been through. 

Luxor circuit had refused right 
along to tilt admission prices, in 
deference to the prejudice of the 
fans against high scales, although 
all his competitors had revised their 
price levels upward. The circuit 
gained much public good will by its 
action, but business remained poor. 


Bi-Lingual in P 
Prague, April 15. 
Horky Productions making a fea- 


ture picture of one of Edgar All 


Alen 


Poe’s works with dialog in Czech 
German and English. 

It is one of the first multiple 
tongue films to be created here. 


| 


{ 
| 
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Spook, ° 
rected by 


Francaise, is 
|} opening April 22 


feature 
effect is expected to be sensational, 
Trade looks to it to help the status 
lof 


Paris, April 

The Green 
French, di- 
Feyder and 
Andre Luguet, star of the Comedie 
being rushed into 
at the Madeleine. 
first French dialogued 
out of Hollywood, and its 


Metro-Galdwyn’'s 
with dialog in 
Jacaues 


It is the 


the whole American industry in 
|}this territory as a sample of what 
Hollywood can do in quality pro- 
duction for the French 

Metro’s haste is explained by a 
|desire to beat out Robert Kane's 
production here of “The Hole in the 
Wall,” due for Paramount release. 

More significant is that with the 
new picture the Madeletne, xsietro’s 
“show wimiow” here, will follow the 
example of the Paramount, the New 
Olympie and other de luxe boule- 





| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


vard picture houses by going grind 
instead of operating on the reserved 
seat basis, with bookings of seats 
in advance. 

Continuous is bound to swell the 
gross, which is a benefit to the 
American distributors who book all 
first runs on a percentage arrange- 
ment. 

“Love Parade” now in its eighth 
week at the Paramount, is with- 
drawing in two more weeks to make 
room for the first Kane-Paramount 
French talker, “Hole in the Wall.” 
The Chevalier feature, taken off 
while still doing well, has run 
longer than anticipated. 

Thus the new Metro piece gets 
a two-week jump on its rival and a 
brisk publicity battle is imminent. 
Rush to get the French pictures be- 
fore the public has made it neces- 
sary to set back “Welcome Danger.” 


STEP FOR | INDEPENDENCE 
OF NATIVE FILM ABROAD 


Paris, April 15. 
Albert Kohan, director-general of 
the new Gaumont-Aubert-France 
merger, has taken a definite step 
toward insuring the independence of 
French pictures in Europe of the 
American electric sound companies. 


. Move is the completion of patent 


agreements between Gaumont and 
the German electrics, Allgemeine 
Gesellschaft and Siemens-Halske as 
well as the Tobis Klangfilm groups, 
both German and Dutch and their 
French Tobis_ subsidiaries. Deal 
covers the whole Continent. 

Kohan now is negotiating for an 
arrangement which will cover Eng- 
land, other party to the conferences 
being British International, it is as- 
sumed. 

Gaumont side denies that it has 
negotiations on with either Warner 
Bros. or RCA Photophone. 

Gaumont is at work on the project 
of perfecting its own television de- 
vice. 

The Kohan organization is going 
aggressively after the business of 
independent exhibitors by offering 
liberal credit and financing sound 
equipment. 

The Gaumont chief has given no- 
tice of a general shakeup in the Au- 
bert-Franco units of the amalgama- 
tion, alleging loose administrative 
methods in theatre operation. He 
remains non-committal on persist- 
ent rumors concerning probability 
of a merger with the Pathe-Natan 
group. Natan himself denies any 
prospect of such a deal, but Kohan 
admits he would like to absorb 
Natan’s choice chain of 40 theatres, 
but without their present operating 
personnel. 


Australian Distrib Deal 


London, April 15. 
head of the Union 
s closed a 





Stuart Doyle, 


Theatres of Australia, ha 


| contract with British Int. for the 
distribution of that producer’s en- 
tire product on this island conti- 
nent. 

Contract irries with it a theatre 
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“Journey s End” in Smash Class: 
Winter Garden, Pop, $30,800, and 


} 

fiffany brought in a gusher last BRITISH ‘TREASON’ GOOD 
Ve. when ‘Tourney end i! its 
tirst five da Wed.-Sun.) amassed 
$17,500, brushing aside all culation | IN MONTREAL, $14, 500 
house records at the $2 Gaiety, de- | 
spite a late Lenten depression pre- | 

ailing along Broadway, which oc- | Montreal, April 15. 
easioned some of the lowest grosses (Draw Pop, 600,000) 
since last summet Weather: Fine 

Week-end scale for the picture is | Main stems failed to stand up| 
$2.50, which makes possible a tre- |jast week with “Vagabond King,” 
mendous Saturday with four shows | 24 week, grossing under $16,000 as 


“Journey's 
to the 


and Sunday's three. 
ond” is Tiffany's 
big money league. 

Other $2 pictures showed a con- 
tinned downward tendency last 
week. ‘Vagabond King,” at the Cri- 
terion, “Song O’ My Heart,” at the | 
41th Street, and “Man From Blank- 
leys” tumbled around $3,000 each 

om their previous week’s total, 

“Mammy” Skidded $6,000 

Regular deluxes last week saw the 
Roxy with $70,300, a shade above 
the house low of $70,000 flat, and 
the Paramount with $57,300. soth 
had holdover features. 

Holy week (current) promises to 
other poor totals with warm 
weather making a pre-Easter ap- 
pearance and pictures in several 
cases figured as rain checks. 

Estimates For Last Week 

Astor—"Rogue Song” (Metro) 1,- 
120; $1-$2) (12th week). Suffered 
with others. Off around two G’s for 
$14,000. Still no hope available on 
successor, either as to choice or 
date, 

Capitol—“Girl Said No” 
(4,620; 35-50-75-$1.50). Pretty good 
at $69,200, although Haines’ smart 
auleck formula criticized as stale. 

Central—‘Man From Blankleys” 
(WE) (922; $1-$2.50) (2nd week). 
This week and next only, though 
takings very profitable for belching 
comedy with John Barrymore. Last 
week $14,900. Universal gets house 
April 28 for “Western Front.” 

Colony — “In Next Room” (FN) 
(1,900; 35-50-75). Mystery had 
lonesome time of it, getting but 
$8,000, 30% under house average. 
When conditions are adverse this 
location gets bad kick. 


Criterion Vagabond King” 
(Par) (878; $1-$2) (9th week). De- 
mand markedly off. Down to $9,100. 
Rest of April probably ample to 
accommodate $2 stay. Metropolitan 
district release held up by continu- 
anee, 

Embassy — “Newsreel House” 
(Fox-Hearst) (568; 25). Takings 
pretty consistent, price and time- 
killing advantages always attract- 
ing ‘quota. Around $8,500. 

44th St. — “Song O’ My Heart” 
(Fox) (1,400; $1-$2) (5th week). 
Lost $2 leadership to “Journey’s 
Ind” but strong runner-up. Around 
316,300. 

Gaiety — “Journey’s End” (Tift) 
(808; $1-$2.50) (2nd week). Critics 
raved. Tiffany strongly commenced 
for resisting “Hollywoodizing” story. 
Off at gallop despite stage verson, 
now in 56th week, still being current 
in the B’way legit line-up. Standees 
at many performances and through- 
out week-end. Five-day total of 
$17,500, equal to best week of “Sun- 
ny Side Up,” record-holder of the 
ox regime. “Journey's” short week 
at rate of $21,500, full time. 

Globe—“Framed” (Radio) (1,065; 
35-50-75) (2nd, final week). Second 
week around $16,000; first week un- 
der-quoted, “Alias French Gertie’”’ 
current. 


induction 


see 


(Metro) 


Hollywood.— “Hold Everything” 
(WB) (1,960; $1-$2-$2.50). New 
house replacing Winter Garden 


Warners $2 list will open Tuesday 
22) after several date swiicnes. 


| against 
land other 











on —, 


fon 
| house 


Paramount—‘Honey” (Par) (3,- 
665; 35-65) (2nd, final week). Did 
not rate holdover so $57,300 for 2nd 
week answer. 

Rialto—“Hell Harbor” (UA) (2,- 
000; 35-50-85-$1) (3rd week). Sec- 
end week down to $23,200, drop of 
$16,000. That's flop business for 
Rialto. “Paramount on Parade” 
this Thursday. 

Rivoli—“Putting On Ritz’ (UA) 
(2,200: 35-50-85-$1) (2nd week). 
i irst week just under $40,000. Only 

-etty good 

‘Roxy - “Captain of Guard” (U) 

205 50-75-$1.50). Starved 

oldover, although good first week. | 
(oniy skip from house low record 

nished with $70 300 

Strand Disraeli (WE) (2.900: 

; 75) 2nd week). Afte six 

at $2 and against depressed 
ons ery good at $33 100 
Warrers rn Bey 
4 5 weep b 
. z r ats Bes 
0 ti 
Wirvter Gardcer Je Dex 
’ 45-$1 2nd 
%. £ ¢ 


Par-Roxy : Big Money Tumbles 





$24,000 first week 
houses receding consid- 
| erably from previous highs. Capitol 
| had “Sarah and Son,” but fans were 
saving money for Easter. $15,000. 

Loew’s, while down two and a 
half grand from previous week, did 
fairly well at $15,000 for “Lord By- 
ron” combined with average vaude. 

Princess had biggest crowds with 


nearly 


British picture “High Treason,” best 
overseas talker yet shown here at 
low prices. Small house took fine 


gross of $14,500. 

. Estimates for Last Week 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 40-75) “Vaga- 
bond King” (Par) 2d week. Fell 
off on repeat week. $15,500. 

Capito! (FP) (2,700; 40-75 “Sarah 
and Son” (Par) good first couple 
of nights then dropped badly from 
previous week. $15,000, 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-65) “Lord 
Byron of Broadway” (M-G-M). 
Held to fair average with $15,000. 
Of credit goes to vaude. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-55) 
“High Treason” (British). Took 
chance on picture turned down by 
other houses and cleaned up for 
$14,500. Excellent. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 35-60) 
“Lady to Love” (M-G-M). Curiosity 
to hear Vilma Banky in first talker. 
Vaude held it up balance of week. 
$10,000, good. 

Orpheum (CT) (1,200; 40). Doubie 
bill. Try-out with two features got 
money. Best gross in many weeks 
at $6,000. 

Rozy (Ind). (600; 
in Order” (British). 
held over. $4,000. 


‘FREE AND EASY’ DRAGS 
$22,000 IN PROVIDENCE 


Providence, April 15. 
(Draw Pop, 315,000) 
Weather: Mostly Fair 


Except in one or two cases all 
of the local houses managed to hit 
some nice grosses last week. Clos- 
ing of Strand for renovation a few 
weeks ago apparently is helping biz 
& great deal. Strand is due to open 
in about two months or so. Chances 
are that a couple of the flicker 
houses will drop back to their old 
stride with the opening. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s State (3,500; 15-50) “Free 
and Easy,” (M-G-M) good shorts. 
Buster Keaton thought very funny 
and crowds went big for his antics. 
Okay all week. $22,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50) 
“Men Dangerous” (Fox). Show a 
wow and most for money last week. 
Two corking Vitaphone shorts and 
two talking comedies besides Par 
News. Got money all week. $13,- 


50). “His House 
Did well and 








000. 
R-K-O Victory (1,600; 15-50) 
“Western Stars,” (Par). Not bad, 


but not so good. Biz big for most 
of week, dropping off last two days. 
Okay at $10,000. 


Fay’s (1,600; 15-50) “Troopers 
Three” (Tiff). Vaude not so hot. 


Another quiet week at $8,900. 

R-K-O Albee (2,500; 15-50) 
“Framed.” Best balanced show of 
season. Big at $13,000. 





“Be Yourself” Over in 
Buffalo in Bad Week 


Buffalo, April 15. 
(Draw. Pop., 500,000) 
Weather: Fair 

Business receded sharply last 
week, apparently due pre-easter sea- 
sonal slump. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
Hell's Harbor” (UA), “Aladdin's 
Revels,” stage. Down substantially 
week for as bad a period as 
has had in some time, $25,000. 

Century (Publix) (3,400: 40-60)— 
“Be Yourself” (UA) Staged come- 
back for the house, about do bling | 
preceding week. $14,600. 

Hip (Publix) (2,400; 
‘Roadhouse Nights” (Par). 
Held up well in face of 
Picture particularly liked 
Prett good week at $19,400, 

Great Lakes (Fox) (3,400; 25-35- 
yi) Bishop Murder CC: (M-G- 
Mi. Off not here at $13,500. 

B aap 7 (Indep) (3,600: 
} ed’ (Radio), “Carnival Russe.” 


we Down grade to $11,000, 


40-60) 
Vaude 
conditions 

Wwe il ] 


ise’ 


40-60)— | 








Minn. Terrible, but “Society Blues” 
Made 7th St. Record at Scale—H. 0. 





PORTLAND CUTS SCALES 
AS BIZ STILL $0-S0 


Portland, Ore., April 15. 
(Draw. pop, 400,000) 























AIDS CRIPPLED CHILDREN 


Success of the Rainbow Ball, at 
the Ritz on April 12, was attribu- 
table to the enthusiastic efforts 
with which debutantes and young 
society matrons undertook this es- 
tablished charitable enterprise. 

A MEYER DAVIS ORCHESTRA, 
personally directed by Joe Moss, 
was again chosen to play for 
ultra fashionable event. 


FOX AND PALACE, WASH., 





reibiaiten April 15. 

(White Pop., 500,000) 
Weather: Fair 

Houses got break Sunday 

week. 


of last 
60,000 visitors in town to see 


famed cherry blossoms. It rained. 
Personal appearance of Eddie 
Dowling with his film, “Blaze of 


Glory,” at the Earle. Business dis- 
appointing. 

Fox led the town by a grand with 
“The Sky Hawk” and excellent 
Fanchon & Marco stage _ show. 
Palace next with “Benson Murder,” 
in spite of the many murder cases 
on screen lately. Met kept “Under 
a Texas Moon” but one week after 
a big advertising splurge and early 
indications of a two-week stay. 

“Ladies of Leisure,’”’ Columbia's 
Belasco feature in the RKO house, 
made the grade for 2d week, while 
“Only the Brave” lasted but one 
week in a house always running 
them for stays. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Columbia (Loew) — “Only 
Brave”. (Par) (1,232; 35-50). 
so good at $10,500. 

Earle (Warner)—“Blaze of Glory” 
(Sono-Art). Eddie Dowling in per- 
son (2,244; 35-50). $9,000. Low for 
this house. 

Fox (Fox)—“Sky Hawk” (Fox) 
stage show (3,434; 35-50-60-75). 
Thrilled, sold and clicked for $22,- 
500. 

Met (Warner) — “Under Texas 
Moon” (Warner) (1,585; 35-50). 
Full page run of paper spreads and 
plenty of exploitation with only one 
week resulting, that at about $16,- 
500. 

Palace (Loew)—‘“Benson Murder 
Case” (Par). Stage show (2,363; 
35-50). Murders still interesting 
hereabouts; advent of former per- 
manent m, c., Al Evans, aiding in 


the 
Not 


$21,500. 
RKO (Keiths’s) — “Ladies of 
Leisure’ (Columbia) (1,870; 35-50). 


Held 2d week, after $16,000. 


‘EAGLES’ WITH SUPPORT, 
NEWARK, $27,000—BIG 


Newark, N. J., April 15. 
(Draw pop., 700,000) 
Weather: Mostly fair 
Surplus of names probably pre- 
vented any one house from running 
way ahead last week, but trade 
better almost everywhere, and 
Branford hit within less than $3,000 
of record. Lowe’s cut vaude and 
ground “Anna Christie’ from 10:45 
till midnight to pleasing results. 
But Fanny Brice in person didn’t 
stretch the walls at Proctor’s. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Branford (WB) (2,350; 30-50-75) 
—“Young Eagles” (Par). Nick 
Lucas, Newark boy, backed by Pub- 
lix’s excellent “Dog” unit, on stage. 





Grossed over $4,000 to $27,200. 
Swell. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-50) 
—‘The Aviator (WB). Weak first 


run shunted here to 
a bit higher at $5,900. 


no profit but 











Little (Whitmarsh) (299; 35-50- 
60)—"Chang” (Par) and “3 Loves” 
(UFA). So far baby theatre has 
shown profit weekly. “Chang,” re- 
vival, of no help. $2,500. 
| Loew’s State (2,800; 30-50-60)— 
“Anna Christie’ (M-G-M). Drew 


,raves and $24,500. 
Mosque (WB) (3,281; 30-50-75) 
“Lummox” (UA). Better than week 

before at least. $15,400. 

Rialto (WB) (1,762; 50-65)— 
i ‘Spring Is Here” (FN). Excellent 
_picture. Cleanup for neighborhoods, 
$9,300. 

R-K-O Proctor’s (2,650; 25-60)-— 
‘Grand Parade" (RKO). Fanny 
jrice draw not so hot. $18,000. 


Very good. 


| 
i 
} 
' 


this | 


PRETTY CLOSE FOR LEAD | 


Another price drop last week, fol- 
lowing Publix Paramount’s lead, 
RKO Orpheum down to 50c from 60. 
ic hief RKO opposish, Fox Broadway, 
| still getting top grosses at 60-85. 

Duffy Players at the Dufwin cut 
to $1 and still poor. Duffy slashed 
last week, trying to adjust to in- 
come. 

Quiet biz during Lent has been 
felt all round. Several houses hold- 
out major films till Easter, notably 


United Artists, which shelved 
“Rogue Song” until end of this 
month. 


Hamrick switched his policy to 
show major films at the Music Box, 
starting well last week with “Under 
iTexas Moon.” Program films will 
be shown at the Blue Mouse at 25 
| cents. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Broadway (Fox) (2,000; 25-60)— 
“She Steps Out” (Fox). Program 
film comedy registered. F. & M.’s 





“Sunshine” Idea stage show, okay. 
Good. $13,000. 
Paramount (Publix) (3,500; 25-50) 


—‘Young Eagles” (Par.). Air thrill- 
er over. Needed to help this house 
come back. $7,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25- 
“Framed,” program gangland 
Fair. Vaude. $10,500. 

United Artists (Parker-Fox) (1,- 
200; 25-60)—“Be Yourself’ (UA). 
Only fair. Musicals passe here; $7,- 
000. 

Alder (Parker-Fox) (1,200; 25-50) 
—‘Locked Door’ (UA). Program 
mystery film. Fair. $4,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
50)—“‘Under Texas Moon” (WB). 
First big film on new house policy 
and scored. $7,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) 
—“Vengeance” (Col). 
jungle adventure film. 
300. 


50)— 
film. 


(800; 25) 
Program 
Fairly. $3,- 


Rialto (Publix) ¢2,000; 25-50)— 
Had run off of “Vagabond King” 
(Par) after opening at Paramount, 
but failed to draw much. $3,900. 

Dufwin (Duffy) (1,400; 25-$1)— 
Duffy stock in “Ghost Train,” mys- 
tery drama. Fair. $4,500. 


AERO EXPO IN DETROIT 
BUT ‘YOUNG EAGLES’ N.G. 


Detroit, April 15. 

Business was off all over town. 
Michigan slumped noticeably with 
“Young Eagles.” Fox skidded about 
eight grand with “Royal Romance.” 
“Show Girl In Hollywood” was bust 
after eight days. 

Beautiful weather helped the Air 
Show, but that was out at the air- 
port. All in all plenty of headaches 
last week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Michigan—“Young Eagles” (Par) 
(4,045; 35-50-75). Booked to run 
with the All American Air Show at 
the municipal airport this week. 
Good booking didn’t hurt with all 
the air minded people in town for 
show. Weak picture and mediocre 
stage show did well the first few 
days but flopped towards end of 


week. About ten grand under last 
week. $42,600. 

Fox—-‘Royal Romance” (Col.) (5,- 
600; 35-50-75). Picture without 


names did better than expected. Lo- 
cal management changed name of 
this picture to “Horatio Alger, 1930” 
and played it up as a laugh farce. 
Good showmanship and surrounded 
with very good stage show this pic- 


ture wasn’t as bad off as gross 

sounds; $26,000. 
Fisher—-“Vagabond King” (Par) 

(2,800; 35-50-75) “Vagabond King” 


didn’t do so well at downtown Par- 
amount at $1; expected this 
picture would wow them here. 
a hig spread, “First time at popular 
prices,” did not do so well. $20,400. 

Oriental—“Guilty”’; no names to 
mean anything. Still low at $12,- 
000. 

United Artists Sarah and Son” 
(Par) (3,300; 35-50-75-90) (2nd 
week. Failed to build and called 
off. Run house. $13,700. 

Paramount—‘Show Girl] in Holly- 
wood” (FN) (3,300; 35-50-75). 
Taken off after eight days. This 
house hasn't had a picture last 
four weeks stay over Run 
house. $13,100. 

State—“Rogue Song” 
(2,000; 35-50-75). Only 
weeks and five days. 
der Case” rushed in. $14,600 for 5 
days “Rogue” and 2 days “Benson.” 

Adams—‘Sergeant Grischa”’ (1,- 
| 800; 35-50-75). Lasted two weeks 
j}but did nothing to wake up the 
| home office. Publix would like to 
‘close this house but can’t because 
Jlease has three years yet to run. 


class 


With 


in 
a week, 
(M-G-M) 


lasted two 
senson Mur- 





Minneapolis, April 15. 
(Draw. Pop, 500,000) 


Weather: Favorable 
With business sinking to its low- 
est in years, theatre heads here- 
abouts have plenty of worry. Un- 


employment and adverse trade con- 
ditions rather than Lent are blamed, 

No fault is found with the picture 
product and, as far as can be de- 
termined, public is as enthusiastic as 
ever over the talkers. It just seems 
to be a case where more than the 
usual number of people are com- 
pelled by circumstances to retrench 
on expenditures. 

Out of the 10 loop houses figuring 
in these reports, only two; Minne- 
sota and the R-K-O 7th Street, 
made anything remotely resembling 
a respectable box-office..showing. 
“Lummox” and “Paris,” at Century 
and Lyric, respectively, almost en- 


tirely neglected. Another extreme 
sufferer was “Other Tomorrow,” 
with Billie Dove at the State. 

A good William Haines picture, 


“The Girl Said No,” plus raffling of 
| two round trips to Paris and a free 
radio every night, brought custom- 
ers into the Minnesota in fairly sat- 
isfactory numbers. Biggest gross at 
the Seventh Street the house has 
had since opening several months 
ago after dark for over two years. 
Average recently nearly trippled by 
this pair in “High Society Blues.” 
week’s outstanding screen draw. 
Theatre finally emerged from the 
complete bust class, temporarily, at 
least. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 
“Girl Said No” (M-G-M) and 
Ingenues’ Gambol,” stage show. 
Haines’ picture knockout with 
laughter. Much of draw probably 
due to raffles of two round trips to 
Paris and a radio every night.. Stage 
show, woman's orchestra plus Jean 
Boydell, weakest and poorest stage 
entertainment house ever had, $26,- 

200. Very good comparatively. 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 75)— 
“Lummox” (U. A.). Well received 
by critics and customers, but no 
pulling power. $6,900. Bad. 

State (Publix) (2,100; 60)—“Other 
Tomorrow” (F. N.). Panned by 
some critics, but well enough liked 
by most of patrons, yet no magnet. 
Billie Dove does not seem to be 
much of card here. Long and strong 
program of shorts did nqt help to 
attract. $16,100. Bad. 

R-K-O Orpheum 
“Harmony at Home” (Fox). Vaude- 
ville. Pleasing enough picture and 
vaude, but not sufficiently strong to 
mean anything. $8,000. Bad. 

R-K-O 7th Street (1,500; 25- 
“High Society Blues” (Fox). 
Gaynor and Charles Farrell out- 
standing magnets and picture 
aroused enthusiasm. Helped by 
high-power exploitation and favor- 
able word-of-mouth boosting. First 
really big week house has had since 
reopening. Around $7,000. Remark- 
able at low scale and triple what 
house has been playing to in recent 
weeks. Held over. 

Lyric (Publix (1,300; 40)—‘Paris” 
(F. N.). Entertaining picture along 
conventional lines, but Irene Bor- 


75)— 
“The 


(2,890; 50)— 


40)— 
Janet 


doni meant nothing locally. $2,900. 
Bad. 

Pantages (1,600; 25-50)—‘“Guilty” 
(Col) and 3d, final week of Loie 


Bridge musical comedy tab. 
to draw. House using 
again. $5,000. Poor. 
Aster (Publix) (900; 35)—" 
an Racket” (M-G-M). 
picture. $1,500. Bad. 
Grand (Publix) (1,000; 35)—"Dan- 
gerous Paradise” (Par), Ist half; 
“Sally” (F. N.), 2d half. Second loop 


Failed 
vaudefilm 


Wom- 
Mediocre 


runs. $2,000. Fair. 

Shubert (Bainbridge dramatic 
stock) (1,400; 50-$1.25). -Mlorence 
Reed in “The Truth.” Play not 


liked. About $4,500. Poor. 


ALBEE-MET, B’KLYN, $500 
APART—PAR, $57,600 


Brooklyn, N. 


° Y., April 15. 
Not a bad week. 


Best results at 


the Srooklyn Paramount, where 
“Love Parade” packed daily, Stunt 
pulled by the exploitation boys at 
the Par, love parade headed by 
Rudy Vallee, drew considerable at- 
tention. 

Strand did good business with 
“Disraeli.” 

Estimates for Last Week 
Paramount—‘‘Love Parade” (Par) 


(4,000; 35-50-75). 
and fared well. 


Drew good crowd 
$57,600. 





Strand—“Disraeli” (WB) (2,800; 
25-35-50-60-75). Fine picture with 
steady patronage. 

Fox—“Sky Hawk” (Fox) (4,000: 
35-40-50-60-75) Nothing to brag 

} about. = show. $1 4, 000 
Met—‘“‘Locked Door (3,577 35-40- 
| 50-75). Good vaude. $19,906 
| Albee—“Murder Will Out” (5,245; 
35-50-60-75). Plenty vaude. $20,400. 
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COLOR FEVER COOLS OFF 





Gorilla Dough Getter and Three 


Film Premieres 


Los Angeles, April 15. 
(Draw. Pop., 1,500,000) 
Weather: Average 
Last week’s outstanding box office 
gossip locally was the business done 
“Ingagi,” the | 


and states right | 


at the Orpheum with 
séx gorilla thriller, 
This strange novelty paced 
interesting the stag 


product. 
around $28,000, 
population with its combination of 


native women and. apes. 

Otherwise trade conversation and 
interest focused on future premieres 
which cast their shadows ahead inj} 
the shape of exploitation and con- | 
jecture. Particularly was the Hol- 
ly wood mob interested in the pend- 
ing premiere of Howard Hughes’ 
$3,000,000 diversion, “Hell’s Angels,” 
finally set for the Egyptian when 
that house returns to its former 
$1.50 policy. 

Flood of openings has three due 
for this Saturday. “Song o’ My 
Heart” enters at 8.30 at the Chinese, 
while “King of Jazz’ is opening 
downtown at the Criterion. At 
11.30 the well-informed disciples of 
shop talk will show up at Warners’ 
Hollywood for the bow of “Song of 
the Flame.” Monday Universal's 
“All Quiet on the Western Front” 
makes its curtsey at the Carthay 
Circle. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Boulevard (Fox)—' Blaze of Glory” 
(Sono-Art) (2,164; 25-50). Tough 
town for matinees and in neighbor- 
hoods especially so. By actua! 
count 30 people in one afternoon on 
main floor with balcony closed. If 
$6.000, cheers. 

Biltmore—“Across’ the W orld” 
(Johnson) (1,656; 50-$#1) (2d, final 
week). House dark again. Johnson 
travelog exited with indifferent $6,- 
000. 

Carthay Circle (Fox)—‘“Happy 
Days” (Fox) (1,500; 50-$1.50) (7th 
week). May have touched five fig- 
ures for final 10 days. Used line, 
“You'll Never See Grandeur Again” 
in big ads. Line extracted after 
first flash but final exploitation 
along the “last chance” idea. 

Chinese (Fox)—‘‘Rogue Song” 
(Metro) (2,028; 50-$1.50) (13th, 
final week). Film colony's favorite 
dinner table topic departed with 
$14,000 on final eight days. 

Criterion (Fox)—“Montana Moon” 
(Metro) (1,600; 25-75). Moved over 
from Loew’s State for added week. 
Unusual procedure for this trading 
Post. Got ordinary $9,000 here. 

Egyptian (UA-Fox)—“Such Men 
Are Dangerous” (Fox) (1,800; 20- 
65). No date set for “Hell's Angels,” 
but Egyptian policy inclusive of 
Fanchon-Marco units goes to new 
Pantages, opening April 30. “Such 
Men” satisfied at $12,000. 

State (Loew-Fox)—‘Free and 
Kasy” (Metro) (2,024; 25-$1). Good 
figure, $26,000, for Buster Keaton 
comedy. 

Mayan—‘“Journey’s End” (Tiff) 
(1,490; 50-$1.50) (ist week). Re- 
views enthusiastic, but they always 
are out here so that’s not vital. 
Trade and public, however, regard 
Tiffany . film highly. Started off 
strongly with $5,100 for three days. 

Million Dollar—“Only the Brave” 


(Par) (2,300; 35-50). With stage 
show, $6,500. Average. 


Orpheum—“Ladies of Leisure” 
(Col) (2,270;50-75) (2¢, final week). 
Had $10,000 tilled when finishing 
second week. “Ingagi,” current, fig- 
ured to approximate $28,000 when 
completing its first week. 

Paramount. (Publix) -- “Benson 
Murder Case” (Par) (3,595; 25-75). 
Did not impress favorably, but $23,- 
000 not bad. 

RKO—“Vengeance” 
36-65). Claimed $14,500. 
so. 

United 
Yourself” 


(Col) (2,950; 
Okay, if 


(Pub-UA)—"“Be 
25-$1) (1st 


Artists 
(UA) (2,100: 


| ploitation on 


factory but not standing out first 





week). 
opener. 

Warner’s Downtown—“Under a 
Texas Moon” (WB) (1,800; 50-75) 
(2d, final week). Second total $16,- 


Not dynamic at $1¢,000 for | 





900. making fairly good fortnight. 
Warner’s Hollywood—‘“Hold Ev- 
erything” (WB) (2,756; 25-75) (4th, 
tinal week). Whammed across four 
Strong weeks scramming with $20, "| 





000 
; | 
Whitmore Moves Up 


Will Whitmore, former 


paper man, who joined the ERPI| 
publicity department, has just beer 
Sstaduated to sales promotion worl 


of Western’s talker equipment | 
Whitmore’s chief job is to keep 
invigorated via weekly 


ers, 


trade ibad at 


} mony at 


Only Talk in L. A. 


"EXPLOITATION GIVES 





LOEW'S, PTSBG, $29,000 


Pittsburgh, April 15 

Lone stand-out in dull week was | 
Stanley, with Ted Lewis on stage 
and “Rich People,” to $31,000, bet 
ter than average. 

Penn had “Honey” for i 
$29,000, with stage assistance E 
beginning ol Loew's 
Spring Carnival bolstered interest 

“Benson Murder Case” acceptable 
at $15,000 for first week at Warnet 
and holds over. Closes Thursday nite 
and house will try a new stunt, dark | 
all day Friday and opening with] 
splash premiere on “Hold Every- | 
thing” at night. | 

“Hallelujah” went into low-scale 
Harris after it had been bandied 
about in local exchange for months | 
and fooled the wiseacres by a nice} 
$7,000. House -drew some class | 
trade and notices were nothing less | 
than raves. “The Sky Hawk” at | 
Aldine liked enough to get $13,000. |" 

| 
i 


present ble 


Sheridan Square taking it on chin 
through production mix-ups. With 
“Alias French Gertie” (Radio) 
having been announced now for 
last three successive weeks, stop 
order has come through each time 
at last minute and house has been 
forced to shoot in something over- 
night with bad results. Enright 
never got started with “Lilies of 
the Field’ and went to $13,000, not! 
so forte. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Stanley (WB) (3,500; 25-35-60)— 
“Rich People” (Pathe). Ted Lewis |} 
on stage. $31,000, $8,000 over prev- 
ious week. Picture not hot so 
Lewis given credit. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 
60-75)—“Honey” (Par). Liked, one 
of best stage shows in months, 
“Venetian Carnival,’ satisfactory 
at $29,000. Oodles of extra advertis- 
ing, mostly in tie-ups, opening of 
Leew's Spring Carnival. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-60)— 
“The Benson Murder” (Par). Satis- 


On 95 
a#J-o0- 


week. Probably $15,000 and hold- 
over. “Hold Everything” (WB) 
opens Friday nite with a Holly- 
wood gala premiere. 


Aldine (Loew's) (1,900; 35-50)— 
“Sky Hawk” (Fox). No kicks at 
$13,000. Flying -picture handed 


favorable notices, getting off to nice 
start over week-end under house’s 
switch to Friday openings, but fell 
off at beginning of following week. 
Harris (1,800; 10-20-30-40)— 
“Hallelujah” (M-G). In here after 
regular Loew houses had phenegled 
themselves out of playing it. Fooled 
some of the boys with excellent 
$7,000. House got some carriage 
trade it’s never seen before. 
Enright (WB) (3,700; 25-35-40- 
60)—“Lilies of Field” (FN). Weak 
at $13,000, washing up idea Corinne 
iriffith is still b. o. here. 3iggest 
stage show in months, Publix unit 
playing here instead of Stanley. . 
Sheridan Sq. (Radio)—‘Guilty?” 
(Col). Sent in here at last minute 
when “Alias French Gertie” got into 
another tangle. Old-fashioned mel- 
ler woefully weak at under $4,000. 


McCORMACK IN LENT IN 





At 


|coming indifferent to color. 


| concerned. 





BOSTON, $2— $14,000, 


Boston, April 15. | 
(Drawing Pop., 800,000) 
Weather: Fair 

Not so tough last week. Three of | 
four big houses did better 1ean in| 
preceding weeks. 

Lent did not have effect on pic- 
ture houses it did on legit. Good 
weather helped grosses. 

“Song o’ My Heart,” at Majestic, 
continues in pretty good shape, with 
last week $14,000 Met ahead of 
others in town with 3enson Mur- 
der Case” (Par) at $37,000. | 

Keith Memorial with $24,000 for 
“Ladies of Leisure” (RKO) better 
than average for this time of year 
and Keith-Albee, at $15,900, not so! 
bad. 


Estimates for Last Week 
Majestic—‘‘Song o° My Heart 
(3rd week). Bad season for Mé 
Cormack picture, but 
$14,000, at $2 scale 
a (Publix) (4,500 50-75 
Murder” (Far), $49,300 


gross not so 


Keith Memorial (4.000 25-50-60 

é yf Leisure” (Rad), $24,000 
Keith-Albee (3,000; 59-60 Ifar- 
Home” (Fox), $15,900 
Loew’ s State (4,000 39-40-59 
Lummox, $15,300, i 


jend as much as the studios. 


LEAGE 
AK Ph 


wt OE cress 
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Picture Finished Last Au- 
gust Just Released 
Due to Color Prints— 
Similar Black and White 
Steal Punch from Color 
When Shown Ahead 


Now 


MUST HAVE SPEED 


Hollywood, April 15 
Coast picture executives are be- 


makes it look as if Technicolor isn’t 


lany too soon with its new labora- 


| tories. 
on the rainbow films is “time.’ 
Although Tech, 


source of color at present, is cutting 


most prolific 


its prices and will refund around 
$1,500,000 to the studios on the an- 
nounced reduction, the catch in the 


situation is the weeks and months 


jit takes to release an all color fea- 
jture or one with naturall; 


tinted 
sequences. Studio officials have 
about made up their minds that un- 
less there’s a general 
spurt they may be forced to slice 
the number of pictures scheduled 
to be shot in tints. 

The most glaring example of de- 


laboratory 


lay in color product is a film which | 


is just now about to be released. 
The picture was completely cut, 
edited, and ready for release last 
August as far as the studio was 
The seven-month delay 
has been spent waiting for sufficient 
prints to come back for general dis- 
tribution. And the business is mov- 
ing too fast for any “lot” to mark 
time for 28 weeks while a finished 
feature is being processed. 


Beating Color To The Punch 


Point is that some other studio 
with a similar story can beat the 
color film to screens by doing it in 
black and white—and that’s a burn- 
up for the studio boys addicted to 
color. 

Film execs out here state they 
appreciate the national ad campaign 
being undertaken to plant color 
films but point out that the many 
delays are causing them to lose the 
advantages of the publicity expen- 
diture and ask if it doesn’t almost 
amount to a waste under present 
conditions, 

The predicament in color is no 
small matter. Time remains an im- 
portant consideration and with the 
various companies preparing, or al- 
ready into, their new programs for 
next season the problem on those 
pictures slated to be done in color 
constitutes an added worry which 
the studios figure they shouldn't 
have to shoulder. 


If it’s Good 


An informal round table luncheon 
discussion on the subject by a group 
of executives from various studios 
boiled down to the idea that a good 
picture, be it in black and white 
or color, will do business. This is 
the present accepted Coast theory, 
‘plus that it’s more important to 
turn a film out when it’s ready than 
to hold back distribution dates 
through necessity and thereby jam 
up the release schedule among other 


| things. 


The four-cornered cries against 
the developing time consumed have 


|} been slowly accumulating for about 
|4 year and have bothered the lab 


Color 
firms have been and are striving to 
turn prints out faster. 

A drastic increase in speed seems 
the only remedy and, as far the 
studios are concerned, right now 
that’s a more attractive item than 
reductions in color costs 


Kaliz Doing French 
Hollywood, Apri 
Armand Kaliz is now wo 


french versions made here 

He played the m. c. ir K z of 
jazz” and also had a leading part 
1 “Blushing Brides.” 


Which | 


The general western squawk 


|“Applause,.” 
} 





AYS Chicago Critics Go Wrong, 
CAS Showing How Wrong Critics 


Can Go Wrong if in Chicago 





“TEXAS MOON, % $8, 000 
IN BALTO.—GOOD WK. ° 


Baltimore, April lo 
Drawing Population, 850,000) 
Weather: Fine 


Young Eagles” drew a good weel 
and Stanley with “Puttin’ on Ritz 
jhad satisfactory nights Captain of 
|G iard” drew govd week at Audito 
rium 

Estimates for Last Week 

Century (Loew) Young Eagles’ 

(3,200; 25-60). 


| 


Nights okay. Stage 
Good seasonal aver- 


x00d weeks, 
junit. $19,000. 


age. 

Stanley (Stanley-Crandall) — 
“Puttin’ on Ritz” (3,600; 25-60). Ex- 
cellent night draw. Show 
well. $17,500. No complaint 

Valencia (Loew, U A)—"“Girl Said 
No’’ (1,200; 25-35). Big money get- 
ter at Stanley, and boosted gross at 
this elevator house over previous 
veek, $2,700. 

Parkway (Loew, U A.)—‘Girl 
Said No” (1,000; 25-35). Day-and- 
dated with above. Excellent week at 
excellent stand. $4,300. Fine. 

Auditorium (Schanbergers) -— 
i“Captain of Guard” (1,572; 35-$1). 
feturned to $1 top-reserved seat 
policy with this one. Showing pro- 
tested by Rivoli, which has local 
Universal first-run contract. Case 
comes up in Court of Appeals in 


fall, $10,000. Good, 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) — “Phan- 
tom of Opera” (2,500; 25-50). Good 
Lenten week. $10,000. 

New (Mechanic)—‘“Golden Calf” 


Sexy scenario held 
Well above ex- 


(1,500; 25-50). 
over and "justified. 
pectations, $9,000. 

Rivoli (Wilson)—“Under Texas 
Moon” (2,100; 25-60). Ran ahead of 
seasonal average. Technicolor 
pleased. Out of ordinary feature 
clicked, $8,000. 


EVERYTHING BUT FILMS 
BLAMED BY K. C. MGRS. 


Kansas City, April 15. 


Managers used every alibi for the 
absence of lines last week. Lent, 
beautiful spring, good roads and 
new cars; but it may have been the 
pictures and vaude in the houses. 

Two of the pictures “Lady to 
Love,” at the Midland, and “Light 
of Western Stars,” Newman, had 
been seen here before, silent and 
under different names. “Vagabond 
King,” at the Royal, was on a 2d 
first run at the Newman several 
weeks ago at $1 top. 

Mainstreet and Pantages had 
thrillers of different sorts, but 
thrillers just the same. 

Since Pantages has changed from 
musical stock for its stage shows, 
back to vaude, it leaves only the 
Newman and Royal, both Publix, of 
the downtown group without stage 
shows. All theatres are going in for 
extensive publicity and the  bill- 
boards are plastered with paper. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew's Midland—‘“Lady to Lave” 
(MGM) (4,000; 25-35-50-60). With 
Vilma Banky featured and Anita 
Stewart leading the vaude, it looked 
like some week for big house. Sat- 
urday and Sunday just fair and 
business failed to hold up. Papers 
not overly kind to either star; $14,- 
300. 

Mainstreet — “Framed” (Radio) 
(3,200; 25-35-50-60). This town has 
seen and heard many underworld 
|} pictures, but none more thrilling 
and interesting than this one with 








Evelyn Brent. Vaude. Strong bill 
for price. $17,009. 

Newman — “Light of Western 
i Stars” (Par) (1,890; 25-35-50-60). 


Mi00d Zane Grey western: $15,000 


Pantages—"Men Witho Wom- 
en” (Fox) (2,200 25-35-50) An- 
jother thriller, full of s iSspe and 
nterest Vaude. Good valu ri] 
1$8.700. Drons vaude April 17 fo 

und policy at 25 certs top 
| Royal— Vagabond King (Par 
| (840; 25-50-75) Yd rue Replace | 


pulled after five d 
‘-da vi "s $1,799 , ri - duys 


Well up with recent } 


clicked | 


( ikwu | I 
ot picture critics bruta 
strated ist week What the 
ssers told ths public to see 
f hated and v.v. 

Critical muge:s ived over “Lum- 
imox” and “Men Without Wome: 
Both died The typewriting bun 

| tl publi t it “Montan 
\1 wasn't so hot Yet the Chi 

b i Sin week 
$ oo ind t} loop ed “Me 
Withou WW « en at the Orienta! 
;was a bitter disappointment, sinc 
|} word-of-mouth praise was expected 
ito bolster trade, 

} “Son of the God dropped Li 
igrand at the McVickers in its 2d 
week and scrammed Only $2,000 
jabove the record low. “Genera 


Crack” did fairly well for its last 
week at the Roosevelt at $23,000. 

“Party Girl” finished three profit- 
able weeks at the Woods, and dove 
to the neighborhoods Picture stil! 
playing under injunction. Wood 
opened Friday with “Ladies of Lei- 
sure,’ “pink,” but to disappointing 
quiet business, 

Two small spots, 
Monroe, in the hole. 
only a G. 
$2,700, 
mean 
| house. 


| Estimates for Last Week 
Chicago (Publix-B. & K.);—"‘Mon- 


Orpheum and 
Golden Calf’ 
above low at Monroe a! 
while “The Furies” didn 
anything at the State street 





jtana Moon” (M-G), Stage show 
| (4,000; 60-85). Flaps moved to this 


| house from Oriental last week, giv 
ing ace spot sweetest gross ir 
weeks. Over 20 G’s abore any house 
in loop, with $52,500. 

McVicker’s (Publix-B. & K.)— 
“Son of the Gods” (FN) (1,865; 50- 
85). From $30,700 in first week to 
dangerous $15,400; 2d and out. “Hot 
for Paris’ *(F'ox) current. 


Monroe (Fox)—"Golden Calf” 
(Fox) (1,000; 650-75). Lowest in 
many weeks. Sex angle muffed 
$2,700. 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.)—“Men 
Without Women’ ’(Fox). Stage 


show (3,200; 50-85). Critics couldn't 
help. Flaps didn't go for the sub- 
marine stuff. Headache at $32,100. 
Big play from men only saved it. 

Orpheum (Warner) — “Furies 
(FN) (799; 50-75). House on the 
spot last few weeks; can’t get go- 
ing. $5,500. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.)— 
“General Crack” (WB) (1,500; §0- 
85). Out after slightly less than 
three-week stay, and very good 
bettering predictions. Last seve 
days satisfactory at $23,100. “Unde: 
Texas Moon” (WS) current. New 
house marquee nifty; cost $17,000. 

State-Lake (R-K-0)—"Only the 
Brave” (Par.), vaude, (2,700; 50 
75). One of few times a Par pic 
ture hits this spot. Vaude bil! 
average. Good. $25,000. 

United Artists (Publix-UA)— 
“Lummox” (UA) (1,700; 60-85). 
Critics ah’d, but public thought 
maybe they had sore tonsils. First 
week bad at $19,300. One more week 
and then out, with “Puttin’ on the 
Ritz” (UA) to replace. 

Woods (R-K-0)—‘“Party Girl’ 
(Tiff) (1,200; 50-85). Steady draw 
through three weeks. Ran under in- 
junction protection to nice $14,000 
final week. “Ladies of Leisure’ 
(Col) now current, for adults only 
and “pinked,” i.e, 

Garrick (Shubert)—‘“Ingagi” (In- 
die) (1,200; 75-$1). African trav- 
elog doing oke trade. Third week, 


” 


$7,000. L -egit show due April 21. 
Tacoma Quiet 
| 
Tacoma, April 15. 
(Draw Pop, 125,000) 
Weather: a some rain 
Blue Mouse had a good week wit! 
“Troopers Three,” while RKO 
Pantages held to average Rialto 
used “Happy Days,” one of best o 


this ty pe. Joraw okay. 

“Men Are Dangerous” held fairls 
well. somewhat above average at 
| Colonia! 

Estimates for Last Week 

RKO-Pantages (RKO) (1,500; 25- 
bu) Officer O'Brien (Rad). $7,300 

Biue Mouse (Hamel ck) (650; 25- 





, ; froopers Three” (Tit); 
} 3. 508 f 
Rialto (Fox) (1,200; 25-35-50)— 
} fiappy Day ’ (Fox) $4,300 
Colonial (Fox) qRS0 °5) Me 
} A Dang i $ ) 
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PICTURES 


Weduestan, April 16, 1930 











Gorilla “Sexer” Beat Ist Week at 
Orph., Frisco, in 2d Wk., Doing $25,000 











San Francisco, April 15. | VAUDE HOUSE TOPS 
Weather: warm 
In general, conditions were fairly | 
good last week against weather and | SEAT TLE DE LUXES 
Le? Most of the houses did nice- 
hy ‘“Ingagi the gorilla “sex” pic- 
ture t . it vn rst W 5 / Seattie April Ld. 
con ; E onde! (Draw Pop, 590,000) 
town. Weather: Some rain 
Estimates for Last Week Fifth Avenue had a big week and 
Fox 5,000; 50-65-75-$1) ‘Fre | 39 did Orpheum Fox was in a 
and Easy Metro). Better than! symp with “Mad World.” Too many | 
in recent weeks, $38,000 Satistac murder stories, with “Benson Mur- 
tory showing ft Bust neato! ae at Seattle Paramount and 
Warfield (ox) (2,0¢-. 0-65-90) | “Bishop Murder” at Coliseum At 
—‘Mysterious Island” (Metro) |} that the public seems to fall, more 
School holiday helped, picture | or less, for th is kin d of stuff. 
deemed right thing for lktids. Around | “Second Wife” nice draw at Or 
$16,000, not bad. pheum. Sibers held steady biz with 
Paramount (Publix) (2,698; 35- | “Show of Shows.’ This Jensen-von 
50-65-$1)—“‘Ladies Love  Brutes” | Herberg house clicking to surprise. 
(Par). wees ~o- neck — = Estimates for Last Week 
ield at $16,000. gut something of | z ogre 
; local disappointment for George | ,, Mi pinarigg +00 oh get Bh gga Bp ny 
Bancroft film. Benson Murder x ar). $ hy 
California (Publix) (2,200; 35-50-| , 5th Ave. (Fox) (2,500; Rah io 
65-90)—“Light of Western Stars” | Ship from Shanghal (M- 1-M). 
(Par) 9d week tapered but nor | Good stage show. siz up and up 
2 ] 1 $15,700. 
=“ : en omy at nage seks ae. Fox (Fox) (2.500: 25-60)—“This 
50-65-$0)_“Be Yourself” (UA ), 2d — World” (M-G-M). $4,500, ter 
week merely extended brody. Fannie | "!"e- D eatantl oe 
trice just doesn’t mean much to}, Blue Mouse pp de Rage #48 =; 
Market street. $7.500. 50-75)—"Vengeance” (Col.). $6,200. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 35-50- |, Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 
65)—“Ingagi”’ (Stateright). First | 99-75)—"Under rexas Moon” (WB). 
four days of second week nearly $2,- |/" for nice run. $4,900; pulled out. 


000 better than corresponding pe- 
riod of first week. Sensation. Un- 
precedented grosses for this house. 
$25,000. 
Golden Gate 


(RKO) (2,485; 30- 


40-50-65)—“ Vengeance” (Col). 
Slightly above average for $15,000 
with vaude. 

Embassy (Wagnon) (1,365; 50-65- 
90)—“‘Under Texas Moon” (WB). 
Heavily publicized but no great 
shakes at $10,000 for opener. Sec- 
ond western on street. 

Davies (Wagnon) (1,150; 35-50- 
65-90)—“‘The Aviator” (WB). Hard- 


ly fair at $7,000. 

Casino (Ackerman & Harris) (2,- 
400; 40-60)—‘The Other Tomor- 
row” (FN). Billie Dove picture let 
house down peg to $9,000. 


PRETTY LIGHT TRADE 
IN DENVER LAST WEEK 


Denver, April 15. 
(Draw. Pop., 400,000) 
Weather: Fair 

Weather was fair with most of 
grosses poor. Tabor topped again. 
Served coffee and wafers in the lob- 
by during anniversary week. Lucky 
break was arrival of the giant Fok- 
ker plane, whose stay in Denver was 
sponsored by the Tabor. Pages of 
news and pictures. 

Denver’s grosses are feeling the 
effects of not having a stage show. 
To offset it is putting the orchestra 
back. 

Aladdin and América just about 
hit bottom last week. 

Estimates for Last Week 








Tabor (Bennett) (2,200; 25-35-60 
75)—“‘Sons of Gods” (FN). Natives 
flocked. Stage show helped. $15,000. 


Aladdin (Huffman) (2,300; 30-50- 
75)—“‘Under Texas Moon” (WB). 
Moon in eclipse. $5,500. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 
— ‘Montana Moon” 
other eclipse; 

Rialto 


25-40-65) 
(Metro). An- 
$7,500, very low. 
(Publix) (1,040; 20-40-50) 
—“Young Eagles” (Par). No high 
flier. $6,100. 

America (Huffman) (1,500; 
50)—“‘Song of West” (WB). 


20-35- 
Song 








wasn’t bad but gross hit sour 
$2,800. 


note. 


“Hot for Paris,” Cissored, 
Got Topeka for $4,300 


Topeka, April 15. 
(Draw Population, 80,000) 
A whale, moribund, did a whale 


of a business in Topeka last week. 
Nearly aii other business was just 
moribund. 

Big drop taken at 
where “Sky Hawk” 
pected a big draw. It was anything 
but. Critics gave it everything, 
ealling it “better than ‘Wings’.” 

Only increases over last week's 
takes were recorded at the Best and 
Novelty, but nothing to cheer about. 

Estimates for Last Week 


the Grand 
had been ex- 


Grand (1,400; 50) (Fox)—‘"Sky 
Hawk.” Just didn’t click, because 
of Topeka’s ennui at lack of names. 
Less than half week before, or 
$2,900. 

Jayhawk = (1,500; 50) (Fox)— 


“Dangerous Paradise.” Got 
end of week's credit. 


biggest 
“She Couldn't 


Liberty (Jenson-von Herberg) (2,- 


000; 15-25-35)—“Show of Shows” 
(WB). $10,400. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 15-25-35) 
—“Bishop Murder Case” (M-G-M). 
$2,900. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-50)— 
“Second Wife” (Rad). Nice draw. 
Good vaude. Summer prices, four 
bits. Advertising benefit shows or 


nights for clubs, etc., along idea first 
put over locally by Bill McCurdy for 
Duffy stock, very successful two or 
three years ago. oat 7,500, great. 


“NOT A REVUE” 


“Society Blues” so Billed by Min- 
neapolis House 


Minneapolis, April 15. 
R-K-O ith Street theatre pulled 
a new one in advertising Fox’s 


“High Society Blues” as 
not a revue.” 

That the local public is fed up on 
the ‘screen revue entertainment 
seems to be the consensus of local 


“positively 


theatrical opinion. 

“High Society Blues” is giving 
the 7th Street its first real busi- 
ness of the season. p 











PHILA. UNEXPECTEDLY 


SLIGHTS SOME FILMS 


Philadelphia, April 15. 

Business just fair in most of the 
downtown picture houses. No 
smashes and no real flops. 

Mastbaum, after a corking week 
with “Sarah and Son” skidded about 
$15,000 with “Montana Moon,” but 
$48,000 considered quite okay and 


above the theatre’s average during 
| the last three months. 

Stanley, with “Be Yourself,” got 
$22,000, nothing to rave about, but | 
enough to warrant a second week 
Stanton was N S G with toad- 
house Nights,” at $10,000. Out Sat 


urday after one week, despite good 


set of notices. 

Earle hopped up to $20,000, aver 
age gait during most of the season 
Sixth anniversary of opening and 
considerable exploitation. Picture 
was “Strictly Modern.” 

“Under Texas Moon” not much at 
Boyd. Reviewers rather liked the 
kidding nature of the story, but 
patrons expressed their preference 
for straightforward love romance 
and resented strain of travesty. Got 
$19,000, and goes out the middle of 
this week, giving it less than fort- 
night. 

Fox did a comparatively good 
week with “Such Men Are Danger- 
ous.” This house’s stage bills have 
fallen way off in caliber . during 
last three months or so, but kept 
good part of its regular weekly cli- 
entele. $28,000 last week. 

The Fox Locust with “Song o’ My 
Heart” still disappoints at mati- 
nees. Last two weeks announced. 
Management reports healthy de- 
mand for Easter week, and if that 
holds up as expected, run may be 


extended. Under $10,000. 
Erlanger expected some interest 
in “Party Girl’ because of sensa- 


but it didn’t 
cuts didn’t help. 


tional nature of story, 
develop, censors’ 
Around $15,000. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Mastbaum (4,800; 25-50-75)— 
“Montana Moon” (F. N.). sig drop 
from preceding week, but little over 
house average. Stage show. $48,000. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75) — “Be 
Yourself’ (UA, 1st week). Liked by 


eritics and fairly successful. $22,000. 
Stays until Thursday (17). ‘Ladies 
Love Brutes” follows. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75)—“Road- 


house Nights” (Par) pretty sad and 
out after single week., Good notices. 
$10,000. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75)—“Under a 
Texas Moon” (WB, 1st week). An- 
other disappointment. $19,000, and 
out after tomorrow (16). “Hold 
Everything” next. 

Fox (3,000; 90)—‘‘“Men Are Dan- 
gerous” (Fox) fairly good. $28,000, 
with little help from stage bill. 

Fox-Locust (1,800; $1.50)—‘“Song 
o’ My Heart” (Fox, 4th week). 




















| ROSE KESSNER 


Say No,” last half needed usually 
big Saturday business to make 
showing for three days Picture 
disappointment to the fans who}! 
want to see Winnie Lightner Wild 
$4.300. 

Novelty (1,200; 40) (Fox)—‘‘Hot |! 


for Paris.” Thought 
Kansas censors, got by for a we 
run doing 50°% better 
tures just ahead of it. $1,500 

Best. Musical tab in addition to 
wilent film, held its own: $650. 


eles 
CA 5S 


maltreated by | 


than two pic- | 


Now feat 
unit. 
| This we (April 11), P 
Publix tour to f« 


1 Pe ] Direetic 


red as the Teacher in 


lllow. 


rsona 


aramount, 


CHARACTER COMEDIENNE 


Harry Gourfain’s “Smart 


New York. 


n JERRY CARGILL. MILDRED WEBER responsible 


Smarties” | 


Publix House Organ Officially 
Calls “Variety,” “Bible of Show Biz” 








} More than twenty-five years of honest, astute, comprehensive and 
often prophetic reporting of the news of show business has justly 
earned for Variety the name of “the Bible of Show Business.” Its 
reputation and prestige are so well established that any comment 
would be superfluous. 

Published every week, its pages reflect the most important hap- 
| penings in the entertainment world during that period. The lead 
story, or the one with the heavy banner heading on page one, repre- 


sents what, in the opinion of its 


particular week. 


faction that in Variety of April 


atre. For instance, 
page 4; Sept. 8, page 6; Nov. 10, 
25, page 12; Sept. 14, pages 5, 7 
page 12, and numerous other 


blandly 


the 
of Your 


follow even 
earnest hope 


and will rush Variety’s 
Chambers of Commerce, 
thus making your 
theatres 


story to 


easier 


“Publix Opinion” of 
Bible,” as reprinted above. 
“Publix Opinion” 
is edited by Ben Serkowich. 
film industry, 
a weekly 


matter in it receives 


(From Publix Opinion, April 11, 1930) 


Backed by “‘The Bible!” 


is the most significant and far reaching event that has happened that 
Publix Opinion notes with extreme pride 
z, the 
actual news happening, brings conclusive authenticity to the repeated 
contentions and admonitions of Your Editor who has been constantly 
pointing out the substantial dependence of merchants upon the the- 
in 1928, our issues of April 30, page 4; May 14, 


references. 


The Variety story, under the caption of “Blue Noses Make Misery,” 
relates how Iowa business men, insisting that lack of entertainment 
is driving people away from home towns, demand theatres and 
amusement. The business men of. one town actually made a petition 
to a theatre circuit to build one of its theatres there. Young peo- 
ple migrated from towns without theatres, they ascertained. 

There is a peculiar twist in human nature which causes one to 


disregard the advice of a fathe 
other true well wishers but to regard as profound wisdom and eagerly 
casual comments of a perfect stranger. It is 
Editor that, 
great Bible of Show Business, you will now believe his statements 


newspaper 
job of 


Making It Official 
last week headed 


is the weekly house 
As a house organ of importance in the 


compilation of official trade news. 

Variety has been called a lot of things by many, 
wise, but this is the first time an official proclamation has designated it 
“The Bible of the Show Business,” with several other trade papers per- 
haps believing that that slogan should be theirs. 


veteran and perspicacious editors, 


and satis- 


lead stury, in recurding an 


page 2; 
and 12; 


in 1929, the issues of May 
Nov. 24, page 4; Dec. 6, 


r, mother, brother, relative or 
the 
backed by the authority of the 
the attention of local merchants, 
publishers and civic leaders, 


showing a good profit oh your 


its. editorial, 3acked by the 


organ for Publix Theatres. It 
more than the usual thought given 


in print and other- 





Trailing along indifferently during 
Lent. Matinee trade weakest factor. 
Last two weeks announced, but if 
biz picks up Easter week, as indi- 
cated, may be held in. $10,000. 
Erlanger (1,900; 50-75) — “Party 
Girl” (Tiff) figured as a potential hit 
on sensational angle, but didn’t 
click, Under $15,000. House needs 
a good, big strong b. o. hit to put it 
back in running. Trade of late lan- 


guishing. 
Earle (2,000; 50-75)—“Strictly 
Modern” (FN) went up to $20,000 


again after falling below for three 
or four weeks. Eddie O’Rourke new 
m. ¢c. 

Kariton (1,000; 50) —“Sarah and 
Son” (Par). Picture shown week 
before at Mastbaum continued to 
click strongly, getting $8,000 at this 
little house, w way shove average. 


LOUISVILLE T00 HOT, 
PICTURES FOUND OUT 


Louisville, April 15. 
(Drawing Pop., 500,000) 
Weather: Hot 
Record-breaking heat iced grosses 
last week. Loew’s again doubled 
any other .ake, but still disappoint- 
ed at $10,000 for “Putting on Ritz.” 


“Honey” did moderately’ for 
Rialto, but all of the others, ex- 
cepting Loew's, took dives. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Alamo (4th Ave.) (900; 40)— 
“Second Choice” (WB) wilted in 
heat. $2,600. 

Mary Anderson (R-K-O) (1,387; 


30-50)—“‘Roadhouse Nights” (Par). 
Helen Morgan had hard sledding 
after killin+ interest in herself with 


“Applause” (Par), but built up 
slightly toward end of week to 
fair $2,900. 

Brown (Brown) (1,509; 20-50)— 


“Love Comes Along” (R-K-O) drew 
fans of Bebe Daniels to slightly less 
than average for this house, $2,800. 

Rialto (R-K-O) (2,940; 25-75)— 
“Honey” (Par). Nancy Carroll just 
about reached the end of vogue un- 
less ceveloping unexpected talent 
and reliable singing , voice. Not 
over $4,500; poor. 

State (Loew) (3,252; 35-50)— 
“Putting on Ritz” (UA). 300d en- 
tertainment, somehow failed to click 
as it might have. Lowest in months. 
Under $10,000, despite heavy plugs. 
| Strand (4th Ave.) (1,785; 35-50)— 
“Golden Calf’ (Fox), Jack Mulhall 
in silly film that won’t help any of 
its cast except El Brendel, who held 
lit together. Around $4,7 700. 


Rudloph Valentino le ft an estate 
valued a $800,000 in 1926, aceording 
| to a preliminary accounting filed in 
| probate court by S. George Ullman, 
his manager. 





VA. COLLEGE STUDENTS 
AGAINST SCALE TILTS | 


Charlottesville, Va., April 15. 
Student body of the University of 
Virginia forced the Jefferson thee 
atre to a lower and bound admis- 
sion scale, after a 
demonstration. 


President of college backed the 
students. 


rowdy street 


Agreement calls for no 
programs. 


cuts in 


HARRY COHN’S BOAT 


Columbia’s Producer Finally Lands 
on 96-Foot Schooner 


Hollywood, April 15. 
Harry Cohn’s. family has that 
boat. It’s a 96-foot schooner. Cohn 
can’t decide whether to wear a high 
hat or dirty canvas pants. 


Idea is wéek-end relaxation 
Columbia’s Trader Horn. 

It’s not certain as, yet if the boat 
goes on the swindle sheet. 





for 


$3,000 Net at Club’s Party 


The party for charity last Wed- 
nesday night at the Motion Picture 
Club for members and guests was 
a financial and_ social success. 
Around $3,000 was netted. 

About 350 people attended, 
the blow-out breaking up at 
1:30 a. m. 


with 
around 


ACADEMY’S WHO’S WHO P. A. 
Hollyweod, April 15. 
Academy of MP Arts and Sci- 
ences is negotiating with Clinton 
Wunder of Rochester, N. Y., to 
come to the coast as the academy's 
director of public relations. 
Wunder is a social service 
with Who’s Who listing. 





worker 


Taurog on L. I. 
Hollywood, April 15. 
Norman Taurog, recently with 
Tiffany, has been engaged by Para- 
mount to direct. He is going east 
to do his first chore in the Long 
Island studio. This will be one of 
the four-reel ;: tage presentations in 

conjunction with Publix 


« 
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Amusement Stocks Give Way 


Slightly, Snap Back Sharply; 
Par. Net High; R-K-0 Rts. Out 


Ry AL GREASON | 


in the first hour 
that export copper had been cut 
from 18 to 14 cents unsettled the 
market. and the amusements gave 
way moderately under bear thrusts, 
but by noon had rallied fairly well, 
helped by the announcement of cur- 
rent profits for Paramount running 
at a high rate. Par. had previously 
broken below its 6ld resistance point 
close to 72, but/led the recovery. 
Group finished the day only slight- 
ly off and at or near their best for 
the session. 

Par. announcement came out in 
connection with the annual meeting 
then in estimating profits 
for the first quarter at $4,800,000, 
compared with $2,565,000 for the 
which to then 
Three months 


Announcement 


session, 


had stood as 1 record. 


net is equivalent to $1.79, com- 
pared with last year’s $1.16. This 
year’s calculation is on 2,685,313 


shares, against 2,206,505 last year. 
Radio Rts Declared 

At the same time the news ticker 
earried formal announcement of the 
new R-K-O financing calling for 
the offering of 350,000 new shares 
of A stock at $35, to be underwrit- 
ten by Lehman Bros. and the Banc- 
america Blair group. Stock will be 
offered to stockholders at the rate 
ef one for 6, rights representing 
about 1%, with w.i. trades reported 
at 1% outside. 

Proceeds of the sale will be used 


for acquisition of new theatres, 
first purchase being the Lipson 
chain of 55 houses in Ohio, Ken- 


and West Virginia, 
and with other transactions in the 
making. Radio Corporation will 
take 100,000 of. the new issue. 

Dealings in the amusements turned 
quiet under pressure and generally 
the group gave evidence of 
strengthened position. Probably 
the special wéakness just after the 
opening reflected sharp drives by 
shorts anxious to draw in lines put 
out Monday and late last week 
near the top of the rise. 

Bottoms at the climax of the at- 
tack were Paramount, 71%; Gen- 
eral Theatres, 47; Eastman Kodak, 
234; R-K-O, 41%, and Warners 
71%. Significance that might be 
drawn was that the two issues most 


tucky, Indiana 


*. likely to be prepared to resist an 


attack were the ones that were per- 
mitted to go below their previous 
resistance points, these being Par, 
‘which is closely held at the 
moment and R-K-O, whose strong 
sponsorship would be likely to dis- 
courage any prolonged bear as- 
sault. 

Fox was low at 41%, just above 
its bottom of Monday, while Warner 
Bros. met strong support at 71%, 
point already established as_ its 
limit on the downside. Radio Corp. 
eased to 58% and then snapped back 
to 60 in half an hour, giving notice 
to the bear side that a hands off 


policy would be safer. 


Correction of Break 

By Monday pretty much the whole 
amusement group had sold off mod- 
-erately from their new peaks of last 
week, but there has been nothing 
like the severe reaction in this group 
or the general list freely predicted 
by the majority of brokerage ad- 
vices. Question at the moment was 
whether any such break was going 
to happen or the market was going 
to enter instead into a narrow range 
of easing prices as a means of cor- 
rection. 

Last few sessions of past week 
and the Monday trading saw a con- 
siderable volume of professional 
Short selling, which depressed quo- 
tations and at the same time erected 
a new short interest that might be 
expected to cushion any further de- 
cline. In addition, there is a large 
Suld-out bull element anxious to 
Set back into the market at lower 
levels 3oth these conditions favor 
a recovery. 


Amusements have zigzagged their 


way up with periodical setbacks and it 


minor shakeouts. This course may 
well act as a substitute for a cor- 
rective break, the usual accompani- 
ment of a long advance, or it may 
not. It is a truism in the Street that 








Yesterday's Prices 


Amusements 
Sales. High.Low Last.Chge 
2,600 Con. F.... 26% 251% 25% — \& 
58,000 Fox ...... 4615 41% 43% 41 
21,600 Gen. The... 49 47 48% — 1! 
100 Keith pf...128% 12815 12815 —6 
8,300 Loew ..... 861%, 821, 85 +1% 
30,500 Par © ssc‘ 737 T1l% 73 Lh, 
23,400 Pathe .... 6% 5% 866 
151,300 RCA 60%, 58% #59 — ? 
83,700 RKO 43% 41% 42 —!1 
100 Snu cecess 24 24%, 24 BG 
41,800 WB ...... T4 71% 73%+ % 
Bonds 
$15,000 Loew .....124 121 1% —% 
51,000 Gen, The. .145%4 1424: 145144 + _? 
19,000 Pathe . 64% 63 64% +1% 
7,000 Shu....... 63° 62 62 —1 
Curb 
11,500 Fox The... 13% 115% 12 — % 
1,200 Col. Pict.. 42% 42%: 4212 — % 
8,400 Techcl. ... 72 70% Tlk+ % 


j 


| 
| 
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lreelers of comedy 





the longer a remedial break is de- 
layed the sharper it is likely to be. 

The next few days ought to indi- 
cate the new trend. Signs of tem- 
porary tightening in money give the 
bears something to work on for the 
moment, although the longer pros- 
pect is for continued cheap credit. 

In the theatre group principal in- 
terest centered on Fox and Radio- 
Keith. Fox manifested a disposition 
to seek lower levels, helped by jfro- 
fessional selling up to the Tuesday 
close. Its new sponsors apparently 
were not worried. At least 
made no effort to maintain the high- 
er levels touched on short covering 
when the legal controversy came to 
a sudden end. Monday's selling ap- 
parently was based on the chance 
that the meeting scheduled for yes- 
terday (Tuesday) might bring on 
some complications. All the indica- 

(Continued on page 22) 


HOLLYWOOD CHATTER 


Edward Everett Horton negotia- 
ting for a Siamese cat. 

One Eyed Connolly is living on 
what comes out of the Roosevelt. 

Local promoters have quit mil- 
lion doliar ideas to concentrate on 
coffee. 

Plenty laughs at the circus last 
week with film celebs trying to hide 
out behind a bag of peanuts. 

Hector Turnbull, assoc. prod. at 
Par, is eastbound for two months 
of nothing. 

All picture actors are counted as 
less than the dust unless they can 
support two wire haired terriers. 
That's the pop hound just now. 

One reason picture production will 
never move east, claims an actor, is 
that you can’t sleep outdoors in 
winter. 

Afraid the picture chatterers will 
crack wise about the title, Warners 
is after a new name for “See Naples 
and Die.” 

A. D. Saenger is now living here 
and playing golf. Apparently the 
cost has definitely lured him from 
New Orleans. 

Actors out of work are fighting 
for position outside the main en- 
trance of the Legion Stadium Fri- 
Gay nights. First there gets best 
spot to put the tap on picture people 
with two or more chauffeurs, such 
as Arthur Caesar. 


Par’s 3 Shorts Weekly 


laid 











Under a schedule now being 
out, Paramount will 
average of three shorts a week at 
the Long Island studio over the 
summer. Short production by 
has been quiet lately. Three-a-week 


summer activity starts about 
May 1. 
Most of the shorts will be two- 


type with name 
and featured. 


Brulatour’s Judgment 


starred 





Jules Brulatour, Inc , given a de- 
fault judgment of $5,515 against the 
Her -Kayton Motic mm Picture Lab- 


oratory in an action to collect on 


three notes brought in the N. Y. Su- 
sag me Court. 
o-defendants 


and Lillian Kayton 


were Edward J. 


notes 


they | 





make on an/| 


| guilty before Judge George Donnel- 


; |lan in General Sessions. 
AY 


'S. R. KENT COINCIDES 


| will do for the distributor. 





PAR’S LIBERA 


POLICY 





7’ 


uN 
PRODUCTION COST 


Departure in Quality Picture | 
Operation — Budget May 
Be Exceeded if Deemed | 
Required Before or at End 
of Picture’s Making 


T TAKEN OF 
UCTION G 











For the coming séason’s program, | 
Par is establishing a new policy | 
with regard to production and bud- 
gets. The company has sét a bud- 
get of $24,000,000 to cover 65 fea- 
tures, but under new plans the pro- 


| 
! 
| 
seamen i 
| 
| 
| 


| duction forces headed by Jesse L.| 
| Lasky, are not to be held down to} 


any maximum figure on a single | 
picture. 

In discussing the departure taken 
by the company, a high official says 
that every picture is to be protected 
without regard to the budget agreed 
on for announcement at the sales 
conventions next month. Where in 
previous years Mr. Lasky, B. P. 
Schulberg and others have been re- 
stricted to appropriations agreed 
upon in advance of starting a sea- 
son’s program, in the future they 
will be permitted to go as far be- 
yond budgets as they think is war- 
ranted, at the beginning of the pro- 
duction schedule or at its end. 

Par’s budget for last season, when 
65 pictures were also scheduled was 
$22,000,000 of $2,000,000 less than for 
The 104 one-reel and 26 
two-reel shorts, all to be done at 
the Long Island studio, will raise | 
Par’s production cost above that by 
around $3,000,000, with Par determ- 
ined to put the best of quality into 
its short product. 

No Cheating 


Because of the limitations on last 
season’s budget, Mr. Lasky found 
himself in a bad hole and had to 
go over a trifle, but Sidney R. Kent 
agreed that this was proper. That 
it was a good policy to over-ride 
the budget despite fears Lasky may 
have felt on distribution was 
indicated by Mr. Kent's report 
later that the budget average had 
been more than met by lack of 
“cheating” on individual pictures. 

Par’s attitute is that today it’s 
the individual picture, and _ that 
whether it is made for $150,000 or 
$1,000,000, the percentage returns 
are showing that it’s the quality 
of each production that counts. The 
difference in percentages has demon- 
strated lately,‘ it is held, what a 
popular and well-produced picture, 


30-31. 





| 


Many indications from the theatre 
operating field of what might be 
done by the expenditure of more 
money on individual. pictures has 
led, in part, to Par’s policy of a 
very flexible budget. 

3ased on the $24,000,000 budget 
Par’s would average $369,000 each. 


Flinn-Lally on Bail 


John C. Flinn, vice-president and 
resident manager of Pathe, and 
Henry F. Lally, studio manager, in- 
dicted by the Grand Jury a week 
ago on two charges of manslaughter 
in the second degree, pleaded not 














They were 


$5,000 bail 


The first Grand Jury 


under each 


pending trial. 


released 


|in March to handle the matter re- 


ing 


indorser e of the! 


submitted to another panel. 
The two men are charged with be- 
for. the 
Porter 
actresses, 


—_ 


‘ 
fused to indict, but the case was re- | 
| 


criminally responsible 
specific deaths of Catherine 
ind Edna Burford, 





“Film Daily” mnenee 
Reorganization i 


Daily” has moved Arthur Eddy fro 
the managing editor's chair 
ciate editor to Jack Alicoate. 
Change promoted Don Gillette to 
position formerly held by Eddy 


R-K-0 Bays 11 Libson Houses for 


9'100,000—All in Middle West 








Puzzling Tourists 


Hollywood, 

To eliminate 
conversation with 
others seeking 
the studio, Fox 


April 15. 

unnecessary 
tourists and 
admittance to 
has placed a 


sign in its studio reception 
room reading: “What does it 
mean at the box office?” 











Films Classified 
By Women Clubs 


—Recommended 


Hollywood, April 15. 
Of the pictures reviewed at Acad- 
emy headquarters by the reviewing 
committees of six organizations in 
March, the following were recom- 
mended by three or more groups as 


above the average entertainment for 
adults: 
Suitable for Children 
(As well as Adults) 
(6) “Around the World Via _ the 
Graf Zeppelin.” 
(5) “Across the World.” 
(4) “Cohens and Kellys in Scot- 
land.” 
(3) “High Society Blues.” 
(3) “Lone Star Ranger.” 


Suitable for Youth and Adult 


(6) “Young Eagles.” 
(3 “Case of Sergeant Grischa.” 
(3) “Light of Western Stars.” 


(3) “Crazy That Way.” 
(3) “La Marseillaise.” 
For Adults 
“This Mad World.” 
“Benson Murder Case.” 
“A Lady to Love.” 
“Free and Easy.” 
“Ladies Love Brutes. 
“On the Level.” 
“Double Cross Roads.” 
Chasing Rainbows.” 

Figure in parenthesis indicates 
number of organizations approving 
the picture under specific classifica- 
tion. 

Organizations reviewing pictures 
are the General Federation of Wom- 
en's Clubs, Parent-Teacher Associ- 
ation, Daughters of American Rev~« 
olution, Women’s University Club, 
International Federation of Catho- 
lic Alumnae and Young Men's 
Christian Association. 





(5) 
(5) 
(4) 
(4) 
(4) 
(3) 
(3) 
© ie 





Up the Hudson 


Warner employees’ third annual 
boat ride up the Hudson comes off 
May 23. Two brass bands and double 
eats will mark the event. Young 
Al Zimbalist is publicizing the affair, 
and figures attendance by 1,000 boys 
and girls. 


Fox Using Newsreel as 
Spot for Player Plugs 


April 15. 


Holiywood, 


Averse to letting its contract peo- 
ple act for “pérsonality” screen 
shots by outside companies, Fox is 


employing its own newsreel depart- 
ment to make a series of such sub- 
jects for incorporation in forthcom- 
ws releases. 


ing ne 


First subject filmed in this series 
was John McCormack with W. R. 
Sheehan in New York. This was 


followed by camera glimpse of 
Clifford and Maureen O'Syl- 
inding in front of Me 


i 


Cor- 


= da * 


| three 
known as the 


|ing Ike Libson 


| inal 
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Against competitive bidding with 
after what are 

Libson houses in the 
R-K-O suddenly closed 
Wednesday night pay- 
and associates $9,- 
100,000 in cash for the properties. 
The Libson group is looked upon as 
one of the more productive smaller 
circuits in the country, having net- 


other chains 


middle-west, 
the deal last 


ted as much’ as $2,300,000 in one 
| year. 

Fox, Publix and Warners were 
j}after the circuit Fox had closed 
it one time for the theatres. but 
with Fox’ financial mix-up, the 
contract was revoked by mutual 


consent. With the Fox adjustment 
last week said word was sent 
by the Fox regime it would take 
over the Libson houses at the orig- 


figure, which is the same 
amount R-K-O paid. 
Meanwhile Warners and Para- 


mount, both having gone as high as 
$7,500,000 respectively, withdrew 
yond that figure, when Libson 
committed the houses to R-K-O 

Maurice Goodman, former R-K-O 
general counsel and now in private 
practice, represented all interests on 
the Libson side. Among these be- 
Sides Libson, are J. J. Murdock 
Dinny Harris of Pittsburgh, and the 
late E. F. Albee’s estate. 


Controlled 


Some of the theatres have R-K-O 
as a minor stockholder, inherited 
from the Keith-Albee-Opheum buy, 
while R-K-O controls two of the 
theatres, Albee, Cincinnati, and 
Keith's, Grand Rapids. Such of the 
houses as played vaude have been 
booked by t-K-O (Keith's) for 


be- 


years, The entire group was con- 
tained in Murdock’s famous “cats 
and dogs” that were overlooked in 


the Radio buy of K-A-O. 

Besides the Albee in Cincinnati 
are four other houses, Palace, 
Strand, Family and Lyric; in Day- 
ton, 8; Grand Rapids, 2, and Col- 
umbus. : 

Cincinnnati for years has remained 
a sewed up picture town for the 
Libson people. Paramount pur- 
posely held out on that town in 
favor of the Libson group. It was 
thought when the houses first went 
on the market Par would get them 
in reciprocation, but Fox set a value 
Par would not bid against. 





TYING UP SIMOTONE 


Injunction Against Disposing of any 
Assets Granted Creditor 





Additional precautions to protect 
the assets if any of Simotone and 
its allied companies, Combined 
Sound and Color Films, and Inter- 
national Films, were taken by the 
N. Y. Supreme Court. An injunc- 
tion has been issued against the 
three firms, and William D. Acker- 
son and George Lamb, officials, from 
removing any such assets pending 
a clearing up of the companies’ af- 
fairs, now in the hands of a state 
court receiver, Eugene Blanc. 

Entire matter is outgrowth of 
contract made to install recording 
and reproducing equipment in Etch- 
craft Studios for Samuel Marcus. 
Marcus claimed he paid $2,000 ad- 
vance but never got equipment. He 
brought suit and won a judgment 
and writ of attachment This 
brought receiyer when the 
judgment uncollected. 


about 


went 


Thompson’s 3-Mo. Leave 
April 15. 

There?” upon 
Harland 
take a 


absence in 


Hollywood, 
“Are You 
he is now working, 
x writer, will 

leave of 


This will be 


Following 
which 
Thompson, F« 
three months’ 
E urope. 
Mav 1 


from about 


e wi be the star of 


A $590,000 trust fund has been cre- 
ited from the estate of the late Ted 
Wilde. da rector, for his seven-yeare- 
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TRY T MD TAYE 


NEW 


UNDER 
THE SUN? 


WORLD PREMIERE 
RIALTO THEATRE, 
N. Y.. ON APRIL 19th 





The New Show World blazes into new box office glory! 


Paramount tops its mighty march of money-makers with 


“PARAMOUNT ON PARADE”. Read again the list of stars. The 
S.R.O. monarchs of the movies. Imagine! All of them — and 
more — in one big show. Not walking through it for the sake of 
their names, but each ACTING A REAL ROLE, doing the 
stuff for which they are famous or startling you with delight- 


fully new and different talents. 


“PARAMOUNT ON PARADE” is the one big picture of 
1930 that’s utterly different from any that’s ever gone before. 
THE EXHIBITOR DOESN’T LIVE WHO CAN’T CLEAN UP 
WITH IT! 


PARAMOUNT 


Nothing Like It Has Gone Before? 
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THE FIRST STAR NAMES OF FILMDOM! 





The biggest stars in the business playing REAL ROLES in a brand 
new type of screen entertainment. Like a big Hollywood Party 


given in your theatre. With these popular personalities as hosts: 


RICHARD ARLEN, GEORGE BANCROFT, CLARA BOW, 
EVELYN BRENT, CLIVE BROOK, NANCY CARROLL, RUTH 
CHATTERTON, MAURICE CHEVALIER, GARY COOPER, 
LEON ERROL, SKEETS GALLAGHER, HARRY GREEN, 
HELEN KANE, DENNIS KING, ABE LYMAN and BAND, 
NINO MARTINI, JACK OAKIE, ZELMA O’NEAL, WILLIAM 
POWELL, CHARLES “BUDDY” ROGERS and 30 more! 


Drama! Comedy! Songs! Dances! Sparkling as diamonds. 
Intimate as marriage. Good as gold. Supervised. ‘4; FISIE 
JANIS. Dances and ensembles directed by David Bennett. 


Sequences in TECHNICOLOR. 


ON PARA 


Nothing Like It in Sight or 


LY DIFFERENT! 





cuve 





jACK 


ZELMA 








29 
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FDWARD J. MONTAGNE 


Scenario Editor-in-Chief 


PARAMOUNT PICTURES 

















GARY COOPER 


“PARAMOUNT ON PARADE” 

















CLIVE BROOK 


“PARAMOUNT ON PARADE” 














PATRICK KEARNEY 


@ rater 


Under Contract to 


PARAMOUNT PICTURES 
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HOWARD JACKSON, 


Special Production — — Orchestral Arrangements » 
“PARAMOUNT ON PARADE” } 
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“PARAMOUNT on PARADE” 

















CLARA BO 


























> 
fe 
Le 
< 
me 





Wednesday, April 16, 1930 


BANCROFT 
medialis on PARADE” 
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Reserved for 





VICTOR 
SCHERTZINGER THE DIRECTOR 


of 


a “TRUE TO THE NAVY” 
Ruth Chatterton (Clara Bow) 





+7 “MY MARINE” Number of “THE BENSON MURDER CASE” 


(William Powell) 


“PARAMOUNT on PARADE” “ONLY THE BRAVE” 


(Gary Cooper) 





“SWEETIE” 


Now in Production (Nancy Carroll) 


George Bancroft “THE GREENE MURDER CASE” 


(William Powell) 
in 


and IN ® 
“THE CAVEMAN” “PARAMOUNT on PARADE” 


The George Bancroft Number 
































VICTOR HEERMAN OTTO BROWER 


DIRECTED -_ 





o. EDWIN H. KNOPF 


LEON ERROL 
“SKEET” GALLAGHER directed 
JACK OAKIE 
CLARA BOW The Carmen Number 
Sequences 
in with 
ay " 
Paramount on Parade HARRY GREEN and KAY FRANCIS 
for 
“Paramount on Parade ™ + 





JUST COMPLETED 


“The Light of Western Stars”’ 


Now in Production and 


“ANIMAL CRACKERS” ; 
with the **The Border Legion ”’ 


FOUR MARX BROTHERS 
For PARAMOUNT | 





for PARAMOUNT 











OO 

















Wednesday, April 16, 1930 


—_—— 








——_— 


PICTURE PRODUCTIONS 1930 | 


“PARAMOUNT ON PARADE”. Paramount 


“GOOD NEWS”... Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
“HOLD EVERYTHING’... Warner Bros. 


VARIETY , 17 














NOW WORKING IN 


“MADAME SATAN” 


for C. B. DeMILLE at M-G-M Studios 



































- 
AND HIS 
BRUNSWICK RECORDING ORCHESTRA 
OPENING APRIL 21 | " 
As Sole Stage Attraction with ‘sDA R A MOUNT 
{ | UNIVERSAL’S SMASH PRODUCTION Pe. 
“<All Quiet on the Western Front”’ PARADE”? 


CARTHAY CIRCLE THEATRE 


LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 
AFTER 


Ten Week Record Breaking Engagement with 


“The Rogue Song” 
| GRAUMAN’S CHINESE THEATRE 


HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
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William Slavens McNutt 


Grover Jones 


Story—Adaptation— Dialogue 
“BURNING UP” 
with Richard Arlen 


Screen Play and. Dialogue 
“YOUNG EAGLES” 
with Buddy Rogers 


Screen Play and Dialogue 
“THE MIGHTY” 
with George Bancroft 












































Screen Play and Dialogue 
“DANGEROUS PARADISE” 
with Nancy Carroll 





Screen Play and Dialogue 
“THE LIGHT OF WESTERN STARS” 


with Richard Arlen | W OLE 
In Preparation ” 
An Original Story 
eh GILBERT 


Paramount Famous Lasky Corp. 


—$$———| ABEL BAER 


Our Musical Contributions to 


ee 


























“Paramount on Parade’ 





“Dancing to Save Your Sole’’ 
(With Nancy Carroll and- Abe Lyman’s Band) 


i Hae % HIC@ELMES “I’m In Training For You” | 
. (With Jack Oakie and Zelma O'Neill) | 


“Drink to the Girl of My Dreams”’ 


(With Gary Cooper, Richard Arlen, James Hall, 
. David Newell, Phillips Holmes, Mary Brian, Fay 
Wray, Jean Arthur, Virginia Bruce, Joan Peers) 





Paramount on Parade” 


Congratulations to Al. Kaufman and Elsie Janis 
































SAM COSLOW 


oe ywWa Wrote the words and music of the outstanding 


song hit from “Paramount on Parade” 





ee 


GEORGE BANCROFT’S: HILARIOUS SKIT 




















Fox: H. B. Varner, Margaret Liv- 
ingstone, Joyce Compton, Kenneth 
(Continued on page 20) 




















IN “PARAMOUNT ON PARADE” ee Benedict, “Manslaughter” 4. 
ar. 
Guinn Williams, “Bad Man” FN. ‘ 9 
Lord Hamilton, featured. come- SWEEPING THE CLOUDS AWAY 
. ° . ’ an in “Are You There?” wit! 
was wrilten while under a year’s contract Beatrice Lillie, Fox. . 
Gene Towne is writing an orig- 
to Paramount by gy Ry ie I Ta 
ober mes an rthur Hoyt, y i vali 
a ntroduced by Maurice Chevalier 
Ben Bard, Frances Upton, George ® 
WA i T 1) Duryea and Robert McWade. “Night Number produced by Ernst Lubitsch 
Work,” Pathe. 
“ae Irwin, “Madame _ Satan,” 
ab aa a t4 - a a i gB area, Harris and William V. 
i a Mong, “Oregon Trail,” Fox. + its: 
-— ae vouns, Grant Withers Other recent hits : 
and Joan 3londell, “Penny Ar- a — “os 4 ” 
sy a RE Ba Now writing original Sing You Sinners from 
sc s and Dan Wolheim, “H ” (with Frank 
At present under contract to “Billy the Kid,” M-G. Screen Music C di oney wi e 
7 ’ Rodney McLennan, “Spring Fe- usiIC Comedies Harling) 
Warner Brothers Eastern Studio ver, M-G. : for Paramount 
Don Terry, “Holiday,” Pathe. | “Tf I Ww Ki 99 ith 
Edward Luddy adapting and dia- | West Coast Studios ere ing (wi 
; loging U shorts for George Sydney | ‘ Newell Chase and Leo t 
Representative: EDWARD SMALL CO. oa a i 
Complete cast of “Roadhouse,” | + Robin) 
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MOUNT ON PARADE 


| [ve MARCHES TO 
THE LOVE PARADE THE TUNE OF 
“gta FAMOUS HITS! 


Soon all America will be singing and whistling 























































, os, ee 











and talking about the big song hits of “*Para- 








mount on Parade.” 


ae ve —__ ; “SWEEPIN’ THE CLOUDS AWAY” (as sung 
THE BIG POND by Maurice Chevalier in the picture and fea- 


tured by him in his triumphant personal ap- 

















Ww pearance engagement at the Fulton Theatre, 
gb on New York); “ANY TIME’S THE TIME TO 
wens? FALL IN LOVE” (delightfully rendered by 
Buddy Rogers and Lillian Roth); ‘‘DANCING 


ais i £8; | TO SAVE YOUR ‘SOLE” (Nancy Carroll's 
THE VAGABOND KING > smashing number, accompanied by Abe Lyman 


and his band), and the other ace melodies are 
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already spreading like wildfire. 











They’re all Famous Music Corporation publi- 
cations, as are the other attractive titles listed 
on this page. The house that’s bringing the 


brilliant New Show World to the music market, 




















Join the parade of personalities who are win- 


ning fame with Famous music! 


C famous CMusic 


CORPORATION 
719 SEVENTH AVENUE +++ NEW VOR K. 














































































































St Sem 
seeaiaileatianiantans 


UBLISHERS TO Paramount ublia ] 


19 SEVENTH AVENUE NEW vSak CITY 
FAMOUS PHILADELPHIA CHICAGO DETROIT MUSIC 


+ =@= KANSAS CITY LOS ANGELES — PITTSBURGH =@= 


BOSTON LONDON AUSTRALIA 
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BALLARD 


MacDONALD 


DREYER 


Our Record of Picture Songs to Date: 


“A YEAR FROM TO-DAY” 
“PM FOLLOWING YOU” 
“SAILING ON A SUNBEAM” 
“ONE SWEET KISS” 
“T LOVED YOU THEN 
AS I LOVE YOU NOW” 
“THE HOOSIER HOP” 
“RAINBOW ROUND MY SHOULDER” 
“I’M K-RAZY FOR YOU” 
“KICKING A HOLE IN THE SKY” 











REA 


F for 


PARAMOUNT 
ee PARAMOUN FE o~ PARADE ais FAMOUS-LASKY STUDIOS 


WE HOPE TO TOP THIS RECORD 
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COAST NOTES Dudley Early writing titles for Richard Carle, “Unholy Three,” | Clarence Muse, “Rain or Shine,” Lois Wilson and Frederic Sisi- 
silent “Broadway,” U. M-G. Col. van, “Once a Gentleman,” Walter 
i Winifred Dunn treating ‘Rose- Harry Tierney writing music for Lawrence Gray and Dorothy Se-jLong directing for James Cruze, 
; Marie,” M-G. “Half Shot at Sunrise,” Radio. bastian, “Temptation,” Col. Matilda Comont, “Romance,” 
(Continued from page 18) Harry Sauber does company dia- Eddie Gribbon, “Good Intentions,” Eddie Shubert, George Reilly, | M-G. 
Thompson and Frank Albertson.| log for “The March of Time” and | Fox. Liator and vaude team of Bimbo Dot Farley and Richard Carle, 
Leo McCarey directing. the Buster Keaton picture at M-G. Waldemar Young and Forest Hal-|and Leonard, “Come Easy,’ WB. “Unholy Three,” M-G. 
Russell Gleason, Jason Robards Tom Wilson, “Big Boy,’ WB. sey from F'N writing staff to Pathe. Frederick Burt, “Eyes of World,” Marian Shilling, “On Her Back,” 
and Morgan Wallace, “Sisters,” Col. Lloyd Ingraham, “The Devil's Joel McCrae, “Dixiana,” Radio. Inspiration. Fox loan from Par. 
os Louise Fazenda and Alan Roscoe, | Playground,” FN. William Collier, Jr., Joan Peers, George Davis in all four versions Helen Millarde, “Let Us Be Gay,” 
Rain or Shine,” Col. 7 Earle Snell, Pathe writing staff.| Alan Roscoe, Adolph Milar and|of “Monsieur le Fox,’ M-G. M-G. 





JOHN WENGER 


HAS DESIGNED THE STAGE SETTINGS FOR THE PRINCIPAL SEQUENCES IN 
“PARAMOUNT on PARADE” 


Among Them Being 
“Any Time’s the Time to Fall in Love” “The Origin of the Apache” “School Room Scene” “Venetian Scene” 


WITH WITH WITH 


. BUDDY ROGERS and LILLIAN ROTH MAURICE CHEVALIER AND EVELYN BRENT HELEN KANE MARTINI 
Best Wishes and Thanks to AL KAUFMAN—N. Y. Address: 420 Riverside Drive 
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“PARAMOUNT ON PARADE” 
HELEN KANE 


NEXT RELEASE 


“DANGEROUS NAN McGREW” 


Again Appearing in Person at Paramount, New York, Week April 25 
Sole Management, HARRY BESTRY 
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Shorts 





ESPERATE SAM" 
rOWith Bert Gordon 


Comedy 

Mins. 

voll, New York 
Paramount 

Although the edge has been taken 
off this by “Two Gun Ginsburg,” in 
which Nat Carr was featured, this 
ghort, which follows along similar 
lines though swerving here and 
there, will no doubt make appeas- 
ing entertainment for any house. In 
it Bert Gordon uses the same nasal 
hebe delivery as he does in vaude- 
ville, and here and there parodies a 
tough hombre by affecting gruff 
Story possesses tremendous 
tential ties for a home-run laugh - 
getter, but as is it only reaches third 
pase. Gordon is the east sider who 
returns home to his girl after a year 
spent in the west. Scene changes to 
a saloon on the boundary line as 
Gordon starts telling the girl how 

he was. 
on a phoney western make-up, 
sasses the “killer,” doesn’t want the 
Spanish dame who is on the make 
for him, and winds up by putting a 
bullet into the “killer.” 

Scene goes back to the east side 
as Gordon enters the house and a 
westerner drifts on the scene look- 
ing for Gordon. He then tells the 
girl what Gordon really was as the 
scene again goes back to the saloon. 
In this Gordon is in a dizzy get-up, 
tends the bar, and tries to make the 
Spanish girl who belonged to the 
“killer,” the upshot of which Gordon 
was driven out. 

Both versions gives Gordon plenty 
szope to deliver, which he does oke 
considering that many of lines do 
pot contain the flavor they should 
and that the situations have not 
been taken full advantage of. 


po- 


CREATORE ahd Band 
Novelty 
9 Mins. + an 

iety, New Yor 
— Tiffany 

Tiffany turned out an interesting 
short with the Creatore band and the 
wild Italian, greatly toned down in 
gesticulations, leading. But as noisy 
as ever, that band. What Wagner 
represents for noise in music to 
Germany, Creatore does for Italy. 

It isn’t the band, however, that 
makes this short. It’s the assembly 
ef newsreel clips and others of the 
war days, some dandy scenes. That 
holds it up so well one forgets all 
about Creatore at times. Then he 
ean be heard only and not seen. ; 

Tiffany had this short opening a 
the Gaiety, preceding “Journeys 
End,” also a war talker, but re- 
moved it the second day, substitut- 
ing a “Mickey Mouse” comedy car- 
toon, much better for the spot, al- 
though Creatore’s short can go any- 
where. Sime 


“HOT DOG” 
+ 
Mins. 
Rivoli, New York 
Paramount F 

This short is not to. be confuse 
with Metro’s short of the same title, 
which consisted solely of dogs. 

Title is derived from the cartoon 
dog who rides around trying to pick 
up a dame. 

PBit more talk ia this than cus- 
tomary, with the characters given 
the squeaky voices which are meant 
to be apropos to them. Court scene, 
where dog “ ae 
Blues” on a banjo, : 
“blues” voice and strumming, and it 
possesses a real “hot” quality. ‘ 

This house got quite a laugh ou 
of it. 





MARC CONNELLY 
“The Magnate” 
Comedy 

10 Mins. 

Loew’s New vent 


Not so funny. It appeared as 
though In the attempt to keep oe 
the running time, the plot was cu 
short. Ending is bound to disap- 

ovint. 
is Mare Connelly, as nephew to . 
deceased film magnate, _— = 
his uncle’s film comp s. 
acquainting himself with one of the 
studios he pulls the usual boners, 
such as backing up into the —_— 
openly commenting the work of t e 
actors while the mike is still low - 
ered, etc. Other gags also included, 
with most of the comedy emanating 
from Connelly’s meekness. He does 
not disclose that he is president of 
the company to those in the studio, 
and they believe he is another film 
explorer sent by 4 stockholder. 
Studio workers finally become s0 
exasperated that one sends him out 
for an ice cream soda and Connelly 
asks “what flavor?” 

What disappoints is that most of 
the laughs are expected to come 
thick and furious after he has been 
disclosed as owner of the studio 
and this does not happen. 

Interest will lie in the studio at- 
mosphere which prevails, showing 
the cameras, mike, etc., and plus 
the new talking fficture jargon used 
by the cameramen in the film, which 


Gordon packs twos 


laying “St. Louis 
—". feminine 











Program Layouts 
(Sample of all sound programs, 
as arranged by some key city 
theatres. Printed for such in- 
formation as the programs may 
furnish to those interested. 
Programs furnished “Variety” 
through courtesy of the booking 
offices of chains included.) 
TOWER, CHICAGO 
(Week April 18) 
(150 Mins.) 
News EE SOR ee ee 10 
“Money, Money, Money 
CGOMROGET) ccccccceccesosss » aa 
SS eee eccceseccecee a 
PEIOVEL. SER CAPE? ccc cccnsecs 199 
“Family Next Door” (com- 
OG) scéesy ecce (iar cee « 15 
oe, ee 
ROOSEVELT, CHICAGO 
(Starting April 12) (Run) 

(126 Mins.) 

Mati DeOWe: 6. 64.54401824400%0 9 

“Shade of Apple Tree” (Song 
COP OOD oS cave essnaeee pene xe 

“Under Texas Moon’’..ecsese $1 

“All Steamed Up” .ccccosecsere 23 

TELIOTS Ficcicrcecse savsooeese 8 

RIVIERA, CHICAGO 
(Week April 18) 
(126 Mins.) 
“Shade of Apple Tree” (Song 
Carton) cocccsescccccccccee 8 
NOWS decvorys AE ae Pee ee os UD 
“After the Show” (comedy)... 21 
Meat TOG ..32402 69 pee Aon Rai 61 
“Family Next Door’ (com- — 
GET) cccecscensecce obeces 15 
Tratiets. cogeccsvcaess Wine se aa s- 
HARDING, CHICAGO 
(Week of April 18) 

(139 Mins.) 

MOWE 2x <invavecss satteeeeee. SO 
“ME spe TOES 14. Uecnss0ceessees. 
in ee ae ee ee skebutessees a 
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“EVENTUALLY BUT NOT NOW” 


Comedy and Dance 


22 Mins. 
| Globe Theatre, New York 
Radio 

H. C. Witwer comedy with Al- 
|; berta Vaughn, Kit Guard and a 
;number of familiar forms is built 
| around the courtroom which has 
been burlesqued so often in sound 


shorts. Despite this feature there 


anteed to provoke a maximum of 
llaughs. “Eventually But Not Now” 
'is a bet for any theatre, 

One of the funniest sequences is 
in the men’s room on a pullman 
when ventriloquism from a comic in 
1 nearby berth gets a porter to 
ibandon his hooch bottle, figuring 
that the three dogs under his charge | 
are conversing 

Another introducing the first 
music 


and dancing via a girls’ band 
is by hooking the ti ing 
show to a train from which a can 
| didate in the bluenose belt is st 


“ar of 
car of ¢ 


imp- 


ling 


These occupy over half the run- 
ning time when the courtroom finale 
jis projected Waly. 


“SPIKE SPEAKS” 

|with Frank Moulan 

| Comedy, Singing 

19 Mins. 

| Cameo, New York 
Columbia 

Mild entertainment 
jthat aren’t too fussy. Frank Mou- 
lan, comedian-singer, formerly in 
picture houses, gets over nicely but 
not strongly with his comedy num- 
bers and gags. 

Scene is a warden’'s office. Mou- 
lan is called in to answer for his 
actions at a recent jail concert. His 
comedy songs (2) following explain 
why le went at the tenor. An old 
one, “Under the Wiaduct” is in- 
cluded. Later, when joined by two 
others, trio does a comedy tune 
about Massachusetts to cover up 
misappropriated costumes for their 
get-away. Close Moulan’s phoning 
to the mamma that he thinks he 
can’t get home for supper. Char. 


| 
| 
| 
} 
{ 


for houses 


“A DAY OF A MAN OF AFFAIRS” 
Musical Comedy 
12 Mins. 
Circle, New York 
Columbia 

One day’s doings of a ladies’ man, 
all the dialog in lyric form and sung 
and talked to musical rhythm, It isn’t 
very punchy and sometimes the lyr- 
ics are not quite clear, but it is 
something different and therein lies 
its effectiveness. In a line-up of 
average shorts, “A Day of a Man of 
Affairs’ would stand out because of 
its difference. 

Reaches back to the ragtime 
wedding of vaude and musical Irish 
justice scene of burlesque in meth- 
od. Here a “man of affairs” is 
shown wading through a day and 
five women. He kisses the maid in 
the morning and follows by kissing 
his stenog, an afternoon tea host- 
ess and night club dancer, in that 
order. With each he does a song 








“VOICE OF HOLLYWOOD” 

With Bert Wheeler 

Comedy 

11 Mins. 

Globe Theatre, New York 
Tiffany 

Saine criticism for each one in 
this series. Continued indifference 
in preparation will kill what was 
unquestionably a good idea. 

This one, with Bert Wheeler 
munching an apple while announc- 
ing, is even more impromptu and 
cuff-like than several of its pre- 
decessors. 

Aimee Semple McPherson was the 
only natural in the group of Sally 
Starr, Bert Jordan, Ken Maynard, 
Marceline Day and Wesley Barry. 
She had her regular gospel on the 
Los Angeles to spiel and thus lost 
little time thinking up an act on the 
screen, 

A little attention, just one rehear- 
sal and this would get over big. 

Waly. 





KIDDIE KABARET 
Juvenile Revue 
19 Mins. 
New York, New York. 
Mayfair 

Looks like a plug short for a danc- 
ing school in Hollywood, where all 
kids go to dancing school. The 50 
or so children in this picture are 
billed as the Ethel Meglin Holly- 
wood Wonder Kids, with the name 
mentioned in the announcements, 
on a banner worn by the kidlet m. c. 
and on the title sheet. Children do 
not perform as well as most of the 
many others seen in shorts and fea- 
tures recently, while the “Kiddie 





Kabaret” short itself is below par. 
Might look better around Christmas 
when any sort of kid 
| Now it’s suited mainly to neighbor- 
| hood picture house matinees. 

Tap dancing for the most part. 
| Majority of it so awkward that not 
even the kids’ cuteness can over- 
come it. Song by a boy, six-day 
hock stepping by a little girl and a 
lboy who taps in between two girls 
(trio) seem best of the bunch. Boy 
labout four years or so of age does 


neither Connelly or the customers|some babyish m. pin, BL —o = 
understood. However, the inside|a poorly staged orchestra 
works of film studios are always, ground. 


interesting. 


j 2 RCA-recorded, 


Bige. 


stuff goes. | 


and dance. Then a ragtime wed- 
ding, which stretches it into another 
day. 
' Maurice Holland is the heavy 
lover. He sings, hoofs and juves it 
pleasantly, being a light musical 
lead type. Of the girls, the recoe-- 
nizable one is Ginger Rogers, appar- 
ently in one of her early film efforts, 
but showing plenty. As the night 
club girl she does everything well. 
The other women are okay. 
Gitz-Rice wrote the music and 
LeRoy Prinz staged the dances. 
Basil Smith directed. Bige. 





LLOYD HAMILTON 
“Follow the Swallow” (Comedy) 
18 Mins. 
Circle, New York 
Educational 

Between a new screen kid, acting 
cute and doubling in mischief, the 
gag man and Lloyd Hamilton, lots 
of laughs. Built along lines of the 
two-reel silents and enhanced by 
dialog, it rates all theatres using 
comedy shorts. 

Hamilton, the wife and the kid are 
spending the day at an amusement 
park. Starts off with the carrousel 
man saying how cute the baby 
(Googoolums is and the baby hang- 
ing his lollipop on the nice man’s 
chin as his answer. Later on. the 
kid swallows the tage which, if pro- 
duced, would win his parents a new 
auto (Ford). On a chase after the 
babe, Hamilton and the wife get 
jammed in one of those crazy housés 
where a concealed board socks you 
in the rear and the wind blows up a 
lady’s skirt. 

During the raffle sequence, the 
late Frank Van Hoven’s ice gag is 
used. Name of the spieler in this 
scene is Will Hays. Big-. 


EDDIE LAMBERT 

“Bitter Friends” 

Comedy Sketch 

17 Mins. 

Loew’s New York, New York 
Educational 

Eddie Lambert’s outlandish vaude- 
ville dialect puts this one over. The 
manner in which Lambert twists 
and gargles words is bouné to bring 
giggles. 

Lambert is always fighting with 
his partner, who uses a natural hebe 
dialect delivery and weaves in plenty 
of Yiddish idioms that will tickle 





audiences, 








is an abundance of situations guar- | 


Minature Reviews 


“Journey’s End” (Tiffany). 
Started like a smash at Gaiety’ 
New York, at $2. Should do 
the same everywhere, but that 
opinion not ventured, until 
first reports come in of regu- 
lar film house grosses in towns 
where the stage play of same 
name has not appeared. 

“Montana Moor” (Metro), 
Ordina with dialog, 
comedy sic saving 
ra up Ww 
a the Walk” 
Art a Continental 
rige Alien 

attitude to- 
romance and 


story 
ind 


issed 


m 
o < ( 
(Sono- 


mre t 
ture of 


ock o’ 
) ri 
) 


is romantic hero 

American 

ward bo 

omedy 

Murder Case” (Par) 

completely 
} 


storv sub 


to the 


Smart - 

“Benson 
Van Dine 
snubbed and studio 
stituted. Result will disappoint 
Van Dine’s big fulluwing. 
fair entertainment. 


grosses, 


novel 


Just 
Not for big 


“Alias French Gertie,” 
(Radio). Okay for neighbor- 
hood houses and second runs, 


Rehash of ancient hokum. 

‘Fighting for the Father- 
land” (Wafilms). Realism 
newsreel, fashion plus weak 
negative Makes files of Ger- 
man army in world war. Man’s 
picture only 

“Big Party” (Fox). Light and 
frothy entertainment for the 
neighborhoods. Weak story, but 
brisk dialog and fast pace. 

“Bride 68” (Tobis-German)— 
Crude film patchwork. Only 
place for this is back where 
it came from 

“Escaped From Dartmoor, 
(Pro Patria) British-made pic- 
ture with only 6% dialog (in- 
cidental) with chances likely 





only in unwired houses. 


LS 


| formula 
| happened in the theatre it has a de- 
I 


| this picture 








“ONE-MAN REUNION” 
with George Fawcett 
Scenic Drama 

10 Mins. 

Arena, New York 


Paramount 


Interesting Robert C. Bruce short 
which has a solo performance by 
George Fawcett. List of virtues in- 
clude pretty scenery, good off- 
screen singing and intelligent cam- 
era spotting. That the kid trade 
isn’t likely to see the point will be 
its handicap. 

Another version of Rip Van 
Winkle. This Rip is tramping back, 
with a faithful dog at his side, to 
his home town, a mining village, 
after 30 years. He returns on what 
used to be celebrated as “Founder's 
Day,” but on this day he finds the 
village deserted. His calls echo 
back to him through the vacant 
streets. He stages the celebration 
himself, hearing the old familiar 
voices in his senile goofiness, but 
finally is convinced the town is shot 
and walks out again with his dog 
and pack. 


Good performance by WGeorge 
Fawcett, standard silent and talker 
character name. He’s the only hu- 
man in the picture. Bige. 





“HIS BACHELOR DADDIES” 
With Sunny Jim 
Comedy 
14 Mins. 
Greeley Sq., New York 
Universal 

U is tumbling these “Sunny Jim” 
shorts out in fast order and so far 
all have been strong for laughs. 
This one is a liitle bit of a let- 
down from the predecessors, weak 
finish taking the edge off. 


Here the kid is shipped via train 
to his uncle, an old crab. Kid sees 
that his uncle is hard-shelled and 
precociously determines to make 
himself liked. After sleeping with 
his uncle, during which time he 
pummelled the old man around, the 
old boy is sorer than ever. Old boy 
starts in weakening when the kid 
attempts to make him comfortable 
and weakens entirely when the kid 
feigns a tummy ache and summons 
a horde of doctors. 


In spite of failings at the finish, 
an oke comedy short, 





“BEES BUZZ” 
Comedy 

22 Mins. 

Loew's New York 


Educational 


Produced by Mack Sennett. Story 
is credited to John S. Waldron, but 
this is superfluous, All material is 
common property. 


Loosely woven potpourri of cus- 
tard pie hoke with a knockout fin- 
ish in which everybody around a 
country club, in locker rooms and 
on the golf course, gets stung with 
bees, for roughhouse. All strictly 
Saturday afternoon in the neigh- 
borhoods. 

Starts as a burlesque party of 
young people at which chief come- 
dian’s engagement is announced 
Stranger busts in while the college 


reaches to hold them adversary 





socks him. A sample. 


One of those things. Rush. 





his pal gets mixed up in fisticuffs. | 
One man’s pants drop and as he |for a 
}up to intermission, 


= —3 
Tiffany-Gainsborough production and ree 
lease. Directed by James Whale, respon- 
Sible for the original production on the 
Stage in London. George Pearson credited 
as supervisor, Ben Kline, cameraman, 
Running time, 130 minutes. At Galety, 
New York, April 8, $2 top, on twice daily 
run, 
uplain Stamhope...c.ceeeees---Colin Ciive 
-nd Lieut. Raleigh..,....... David Manners 
Lieutenant Osborne........ .-lan Maclarea 
end Lieut. Hibbert....... Anthony Bushell 
» Set. Majo ..Thomas Whiteley 
Private la becscontetecs Charles Gerrard 
|} The Colone “re Pee Jack Pitcairn 
} 2nd Lieut r t betece Billy Bevan 
German ~ 1 War Klinger 
No erys i rua j i » 
torecast ‘ Doig rnerA re oft i ess 
for this picture b " o ? iny 
elements enter into the situation to 
insure its future. Intrinsi ower 
of the story alone would be suffi- 
ient. On top of that the prod mn 
is the enormous advantage 1a 
well advertised success of the play 
and a thoroughly capable transla- 
j}tion to the screen with the same 


pl 1yers 

Except for its background of sen- 
sational prosperity on the stage, the 
picture has almost none of the char. 
acteristics that would indicate a 
screen success. Just as 


ressing ending, it is practically de- 
void of surface 
one of those 


romance, and it is 
dramatic recitals that 


jis almost without obvious movement 
and dramatic 


clash 
The 


positive way to bring out that 


will have the draw uni-« 


versally it has indicated so strong- 


ly in New York almost immediately 
after opening, is to send it into a 
| minor key city, and let ’er go, 
Without unusual exploitation and 
With the house work on it, that will 
be the evidence, Tiffany will 


know what it has commercially and 
exhibitors will now what to ex- 
pect. It will then come down to @ 
matter of the rentals, for if this 
“Journey's End” behaves the way 
it should anywhere, it’s Tiffany's 
gold mine at last. 

This view of a test is shared by @ 
shrewd showman and smart exhib- 
itor (indie), who was at the film's 
premiere. He also could not reach 
an opinion about his towns for the 
picture, and said he would request 
Tiffany to show the picture quietly 
in one of his midwest cities the 
week following Easter. If that is 
done, the exhib will advise “Variety” 
of the result for the information of 
the trade, although Tiffany may de 
the same thing for its own knowl- 
edge within 250 miles of New York 
Somewhere any week now. Mean- 
while it is reported under cover that 
a big chain has offered to take this 
picture over for its many houses 
under @ huge guarantee and play it 
on percentage. 

The screen version addg little te 
the stage play. It is practically the 
play itself photographed and re- 
corded just as it stood. There has 
been no elision in word or incident 
and only a few sequences brought 
into sight that were only described 
or suggested before the footlights. 

The raid into the enemy lines led 
by Osborne and Raleigh now becomes 
a visible episode, and so has the 
finale, where the bombardment 
starts that spells the doom of this 
British company in the trenches be- 
fore St. Quentin. There are glimpses 
of the action that is taking place 
outside the dugout, such as the 
enemy coming out of its trenches 
and moving to the attack, 

But in spite of the literalness of 
these passages the real punch of 
the drama remains intact just as it 
was in the play, the conflict that 
went op in the minds of the men 
who were quartered in this smalft 
cross section of the great struggle, 

Point is that actually Staging the 
battle for the eye, instead of sug- 
gesting it to the mind, adds little te 
the power of this strangely fascinat- 
ing play. Literalness rather weak- 
ens it than otherwise. 

For instance, probably the most 
absorbing incident in the whole 
three acts is still the eight minutes 
when young Raleigh and the elderly 
schoolmaster, Osborne, are waiting 
to lead their men on the raid. Here 
is a2 moment of tension and sus- 
pense that transcends any spectacle 
of bursting bombs and scurrying 
soldiers. 

It is all, of course, not the familiar 
material of the screen. Any more 
than a womanless or sexless drama 
is the ordinary material of the the- 
atre. If it were not for the over- 
powering pull the theatre drama 
exerted, it would be reasonable te 
expect that its screen lure would be 
limited. But there is no getting be- 
hind the proved universality of the 
play’s interest, and the same thing 
is applicable to the picture version, 

Certainly to this reviewer the 
picture delivered the same powerful 
grip as an epic of war brought from 
stage to screen intact in all its sar- 
donic grimness and bitter protest. 

One detail is improved. Picture 
opens with a night scene, force of 
3ritish Tommies moving up through 
a shell torn town toward the first 
line trenches, stumbling in the half 
light over a shell torn road, the only 
sounds the crash of artillery and the 
creak and rattle of troops moving. 


boys are singing harmony and | First rate bit of pictorial atmosphere 
kisses the betrothed girl. joobjand it gets the action moving 
bridegroom-to-be starts a row and | quickly. 


Thereafter the story slows down 
time during the 75 minutes 
The second half 
at the Gaiety runs 50 minutes and 
(Continued on Page 46) 


























ek nae ll Re ait enema 

















“ 


' terests whose names are magic be- 


.recent upturn, the stock’S sponsors 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 


“Wednesday, April 16, 1930 


























Amusement Stocks 





(Continued from page 11) 


tions up to yesterday’s market 
was that the new control 


have no difficulty in voting its stock |remarkable 

| week before, 
board of directors satisfactory to its |soared from 
} trapped 


and woul@ automatically elect a new 


purpose, 
Plan Due Soon 


New financing plan by 

Stuart and associates is due fcr 
nouncement before the end of the 
week, probably Thursday Meal tim 
the stock’s sponsors appare ntly are 
willing to let t] stock find a trad 
ing level without any man uvering. 
With the announcement of the new 
plan, rights will be declared and 
trading in such privileges usually 1s 
spirited at the outset. If the origi- 
nal plan is followed in so far as new 
common stock is concerned, It Will | 


be offered at $28 a share on a basis | 
of 144 new for 1 old, which should } 
make the value of $8 a share or 
rights on the basis of Monday's 
closing at 4244. 

Definite settlement of the Fox | 
financing arrangement ought to be a | 
constructive influence. What it rep- | 
resents is the elimination of the | 
companies’ old debts, which had the 


effect of an Overhanging mortgage, | 
and the substitution of common 
stock and bonds, the stock, of course, | 
representing capital supplied by 
stockholders, who thereby become 


partners in the business rather than 
creditors, and their interests served 
only by the prosperity of the busi- 
ness; a. detidedly. different matter 
from a. creditor .pressing for pay- 
ment. 

New, board probably won’t be an- 
nounced until the details of the 
financing arrangements are made 
public, 

R-K-O Rights, Too 

Radio-Keith jumped to a new top 
above 45 and then slipped back to 
around 43, with the pace of trading 
on a diminished scale. Monday, on 
the decline, the turnover was only 
60,000 shares, compared with last 
week's: average, including the Sat- 
urday half session, of more than 
150,000 a day. ; 

Street had’ ‘the report that the 
company would. shortly anriounce 
the terms of- its new financing calt- 
ing for offering of rights to, pur- 
chase new common ‘stock at °35 in 
ratio of one new share for each six 
old. On the basis of Monday’s elose 
at 43% the rights would représent 
about 1% a share. New capital, as 
related before, is to be used forthe 
acquiring of new theatrés. , 

The operation in R-K-O has been 
one of the most aggressive in. the 


taking huge blocks all laSt-weeK at 
prices that mounted wntil- Thurs- 
day., Turnover -on the .week was 
just junder 1,000,000 shares, nearly 
as large as*that in Radio itself, 
which reached the imposing total of 
1,175,000 shares, one of the most 
spectacular bull drives of the year. 

R-K-O seems to have made new 
ticker friends by its performance. 
The speculative crowd like its pow- 
erful backing and its association. 
A pool is reported similar to the 
one in R. C. A., with financial in- 


low Fulton street. 
Warner Deal Ignored: 


Something of a flurry “was ‘caused 
in Warner Bros. by the statement 
of John J.;Raskob on sailing for 
Europe that :he and his associates 
are maintaining their bullish’ posi- 
tion in the stock. Comments were 
similar to those made by. the same 
operator about General Motors sev- 
eral years back when he was presi- 
dent of the company, remarks which 
preceded the sensational advance in 
Motors. 

Warner did little in the way of 
price movement during the week, 
recovering from its low of 72 end 
then falling back to about that Teyel,. 
but never breaking through the bot- 
tom for new lows on the movement. 
Seems reasonable to assume that it 
has established a resistance point 
thereabouts .and)\ ought to break 
through nextsorm the ypside Unless, 
the mitch discussed géneral break 





, a 
close {90 to around 83, but this, stock ould 
would | well afford to take a rest after It 


lable aspects of, the fest of the the- 
j;atre 


ithe amusement section In‘a ticker 
sense ‘and enjoys an. eminently 
favorable trade position. 

Shubert 


could 


demonstration of the 
when in two days it 
79 to 90, catching 2 
short interest and making 
plenty to get out Loew 
las gone a long way January, 
was badly in need of consoli- 
its position at the new leve Is, 


them pay 
! since 
and 
dating 

Last week the turnover was more 
than 200,000 shares, an astontshing 
total considering the probable scarc- 
itv of the floating supply, with in- 

1 long and a major- 


siaers eavily 


itv of stock tied up in Fox control, 
besides the usual investment blocks 
in strong boxes, for Loew has for 


long been well regarded as a perma- 
nent investment issue, probably 
equaling Paramount in that respect. 

Paramount transactions were 
moderate in comparison with the 
others, and it was obvious that it 
was being held back. When the 
group is acting up Paramount gught 
to be in the forefront of the ad- 
vance, because’ itvhas all the favor- 


issues and In tarper measure. 
Besides, it is the most-Seasoned af 


Shubert theatres broke all bounds 
in an impressive advance from 
around 14 to a top of 25 and held 
close. to its best throughout al) 
pressure. Reported theatre deal. is 
on with: Warners, but nothing de- 
veloped. | Another repetition of the 
old story of an arrangement with 
Pathe, also, which met denials. 
Pathe did nothing on its own ac- 
count to give color to the story. 
Transactions in Shubert totaled 42,- 
000 shares, equal to a normal turn- 
over of a couple of months or more. 
It may have been inside buying. 

There were relatively heavy deal- 
ings among the inactive. senior 
stocks and in the bond section. Uni- 
versal preferred made a new 1930 
top at 72 on sales of 660 shares, 
striking recovery from 80-in Janu- 
ary, and Orpheum pref. touched 95 
on sales of néarly, 1,000 -shares. 


Columbia Payment Soon 


Columbia Pictures. stood out on 
the Curb, making a: double top 
above 45, compared to its low of 24, 
and then giving way gradually to 
around 42. Conipany announced its 
intention of inaugurating dividends 
at the rate of $1.50 a year in cash 
and 5% or 1-20th share of: stock. 
At the same time notice wag given 
that company would offer 50,000 
shares of additional stock at $42.50 
a share_in the form of voting trust 
certificates, proceeds being used to 
liquidate all. bank loans. and for 
other purpesés. 
’ ‘Downtown Financing 

Last week 18 amusement issues 
advanced a total of 71 points from 
Saturday to Saturday: close, with 
14 stecks making new tops for the 
year or longer, in several cases all- 





time peaks. One of these was Loew 
deb. rts. on the Curb at 56, com- 


pared .to its all-time top during 
height of the 1929 ; > 


Fox New Board 


from page 5) 





(Continued 


Operator for the 
eastern division has not been re- 
ported. Several are mentioned for 
the consolidated eastern Fox theatre 
post. Among them are Major John 
Zanft, who has handled a part of 
that division in the past, and N. L. 
Nathanson, the Canadian operator, 
who sent Famous Players-Canadian 
into its present commanding posi- 
tion in the Dominion. 


old B. Franklin. 


Nathanson some months ago left 
F. P.-Can., when Adolph Zukor got 
a hunch the proposal from British 
Gaumont to buy the Canadian chain 


had Fox in the background. This 
led to the Nathanson-F,. P.-Can. 
split. Since then it has become 


openly known that Fox bought the 
British-Gaumont control for $19,- 
000,000, with it yet to be determined 
if that buy were a bargain. A. ©. 
Blumenthal, who acted for William 
Fox in the English deal, is said to 
have received ‘a oommission of 
$1,000,000 from the English end. 


Sheehan 


Winfield R.. Sheehan, from ac- 
counts, as vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of the Fox companies, 
will extend his personal attention. 
Sheehan organized the foreign 4dis- 
tribution for Fox, making Fox the 
leader in net revenue from Europe 
in the days of the silentS. He is also 
fully familiar with other details of 
the. business organization, as well as 
responsible for the immense strides 
Fox has made in production. Shee- 
ian will probably divide his time 
between east and west, keeping in 
constant touch with both. : 

Insiders look upon the Fox out- 
come and its present rosy: financial 
outlook as a- complete vindication 
for Sheehan in his stand for Fox 
stockholders and employees, as ex- 
pressed by him in a_ statement 
backing up his application for an 
injunction to restrain William Fox 
from going through with. his Blair- 
Banecamerica financing plan, Shee- 
han’s uncanny work in ‘all direc- 
tions of the Fox production end 
during the near five months of in- 
ternal troubles, while he ftemained 
in New York, is reported elsewhere 
in this issue. 

At present the Fox program for 
next season already has thréé fea- 
tures ¢ombpleted, with 12° tare to 
be finished within 30 days’. ° 

Grainger on Sales 


Whilé Sheehan will give the Fox 
eastern business organization con- 
siderable of his notice, the latter 
is expected to function smoothly, 
since: there will be little disturbance 
there with the major heads practi- 
cally unchanged. James R. Grainger 
continuing to head the Fox sales 
department guarantees that most 
important part. Courtland Smith 
will return to Fox as an executive, 
as previously reported. 

The Fox house organ for this 


bull market of 49.4 
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comes along, a contingency that ap- 
plies, of course, to all stocks in the 
list. 

Strangely enough, the Warner 
coup in the foreign field—its alli- 
ance with the Tobis Klangfilm peo- 
ple who have a real grip on sound 
in Europe—seems to have occa- 
sioned mo interest in the market, 
either t@ the advantage of Warners 
or to the disadvantage of its com- 
petitors; At this stage the whole 
foreign situation is confused and 
hard to analyze, but it does seem 
that as time goes on income from 
overseas markets should play a part 
in income statements of the big 
American picture corporations. Cer- 
tainly the Warner coup promises an 
advantage to that company in the 
foreign field and the ticker should 
eventually pay some attention to it. 
Tobis deal could have been used as 
bullish ammunition if a clique had 
wanted to use it. Instead, nothing 
came out except the commonplace 
recital that a working arrangement 
had been made between Warners 
and the German patent holders, 


Loew Resting on Laurels 


Loew had reacted Monday 


by 
from its top of week of 


last 





Summary of week ending April 12: ° 
STOCK EXCHANGE 


High. : . Net 
oa lon. Sales. Issue and rate, High. Low Last... Chge 
O73 age ais American Seat (2).:....... beccc. 22% 2 2 
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we 4s _ 700 “Madison Sq. Garden (1.4).....25 11% 11% 8 A 
2 23% 800" Met-G.-M. pref, (1.89). .n.2..6. 26 - 25% ie. rk 
77% 48% 116.506 * = 7 = 
, 8% .00 Paramount-Fam.-Lasky (3)..... 75% 72 724 —1% 
6% 2% 30,700 Pathe Exchange...........sccece 6% 5% 5% 0+ % 
14 D Brees BONS, CBS Aviccccdcoceseess « 14 115% 12% +% 
62% 34% 1,175,500 Radio Corp........ owes esengdieds is @& 56% 59%, ee % 
45% 19 987;700 Radio-K-O ......... anccacancecd 5% 3819 ¥ +4% 
95 63 O80 Orph..-pref, (B)....cscceccccceee de % * "B64 } : 
2% AGG 41; ShifBert -........ bee cite eM. ae! 26H Ff. 16 2 By 
2 ap * 660 Urfiversal ‘pref. (8)..i0....0.%3.0% 72) HONG OD e IO, 
oO 38% 411,000 Warner Bros, (4).......... scesce 7% 71% 8 74% 
10% 2674 ane eS ey pe 67 63% 67 2, 
CURB i 
457% 24 17.200 Columbia Picts....... Vigctgiacs - 4% 42% 32% 2% 
145% 9 64.500 Fox ‘Titemtressi...agscccscccncae 14% 19 125% +3% 
| 56 12t, 1,300 ipew Geli’ rtats.Tiveles eee S - 56 5 - By +5, 
SHY Oily BE;3GD “FOCHMICCMS 20 cdi cccigoesecsechece 74% 67% 72 +1 
18 uv Dew Gee, Weehs aces casdeabeoevetece . 18 18 18 
| BONDS 
} 91 74 $10,000 Keith OB, °@B..osuesdcsvieseds » 89% 88% 8816 
, 127 101\y wenee~ LOG CG, “Eds cortbcccecoctcoociese 127 122 124 +44 
| 101 my 324.000 TE Re ree 15 8 NOI + % 
| 69 36 Cele SOD 6 Wire astcsceseieceeéec 67% 601g 61%g +1, 
10314 99 52,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, ‘47......-.. 101% 101 101 
O7% 41 SEGee BeUNOTE FS: cs srccctrccvatessahes 67% Han] 62 +7 
113% 108 70,000 Warner Bros. 6's, '39........... 110 108'2 10B%¢ — %& 
ISSUES IN OTHER MARKET 
All Quoted for Monday 
Produce Exchange, N. Y. 
é 7 $1,300 Fox Script......+-. enbstepeuees O4 0 4 -4 
Over the Counter, N. Y. 
Quoted in Bid and Asked 
Bia Asked. 2 id rf 
29 2 om Rox Ciaes A (8.0. cirvesce ee 
$1 43 $1 Unit do.. bons cvesiseeeevee . 
2 3°32 2% Unit do ‘ Cboseecs 
215 5 2 De Forest Phono.......0+ eee ° 
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Los Angeles 
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se - 190 Famous Players...:..... seoceecs 606% 59 ao 
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e 
Smallest Wired House 
Cleveland, April 15. 

Lyric, Massillon, O., which 
was wired recently, claims to 
be the smallest talker house, 
seating 168. 
| Fred Ricker, manager, keeps 
down the overhead by operat- 
ing projection machine while 
his wife sells the tickets. 











(Continued from page 5) 


erick Burton, Irene Day, Larry Fine, 
Noel Francis, Mitehell Harris, Ted 
Healy, Althea Heinly,; Rose Hobart, 
Gus Howard, Harry Howard, Shemp 
Howard, Dorothy Jacobson, ‘Leslie 
Mae, Frances McCoy, Nat Pendle- 
ton, Tyrone Power, Marie Saxon, 
Lillian Sande, Fred Sanborn, John 
Swor, Henry Victor, Ruth Warren, 
Charles Winninger, Elizabeth Keat- 
ing, Helen Keating. 








week announced the intention to 
build eight more sound stages at 
Fox Movietone City (Coast) at a 
total outlay of $1,500,000. 

Late last week William Fox is- 
sued a 30-page printed statement 
as a reply to the open letter of 
Halsey-Stuart and Sheehan's affi- 
davit. The Fox communication re- 
ceived scant publicity in the dailies. 
It was addressed to the Fox stock- 


holders, but copies ,were given to 
the New York press. “Neither: the 


bankers nor Sheehan answered it. 

The .Fox statement, issued after 
Mr. Fox-had sold- his holdings for a 
huge amount and was virtually out 
of authority in the companies he 
had formea, struck the trade seem- 
ingly. much. as. did Samuel Unter- 
myer’s previous. announcement di- 
rected against Sheehan. Sheehan 
merely replied at that time: “Unter- 
myer is a bad loser.” 

Untermyer later remarked‘ it was 
the best answer he had 
throughout all of the Fox proceed- 
ings. 

All Fox legal matters remaining 
are pending through adjournment, 


TELEVISION 


(Continued from page 1) 


Los /°.;eles, will be. easily 
$300 vib (ne picture included. 

The problem of deriving income 
from. ether. Television is being 
solved, it is reported unofficially, by 
leasing: attachments: to-the millions 





over 


same monthly rental basis as the 





phone itself. 


Of the two méthods tél. telev, not 
only proved its praetidability, phy~ 
sically, at demonstrations givén by 
the American-Tel. and Tel., but ac- 
cording to the company’s scientists, 
is the easier handled. Wired tele- 
vision aims only.to show the faees 


ether broadcasts aspire to-transmit 
stage shows and film productions, 

A.'T. & T. ts feaving the devel- 
‘opment: of. radio television to Radio 
Corporation of ‘America ~ (General 
Electric), but it is awaiting only 
reaction on legalities to set booths 
up in the largest cities and colleges, 
and determine the public’s willing- 
ness to pay. ~ ae 


The ‘phone company scientists 
take the stand that’ thére is only 
one kind of televisidn and that 
others in the field, such as Jenkins, 
are now merely using the principles 
established in the Bell Laboratories. 

Helping Theatres 

That ether television will boom- 
erang to the benefit of the motion 
picture industry and that producers 
are already” planning to use it as 


ja stimulus. for. theatre business, by 


broadcasting trailers of big produc- 
tions in the future, is the stand 
taken by the Hays organization. 
Inabilityy -beeause of. terrific fi- 
nancial outlay, to 
features, is*on® “fFeason’ wity’ Hays 


,| people figure the film industry will 


have little to Worry,over. On the 
basis that. thé average long run 
eosts $300,000, and that it would be 
good for only one- broadcast, pro- 
ducers’ representatives have it cal- 
culated it would cost Radio $109,- 
500,000 for just single feature ether 
work during@ one year. 

Short subjects won't keep the 
people home. They want that thea- 
tre atmosphere anc all that tele- 
| Vision can do, from the optimistic 
standpoint of the General's staff, 
|is to make the industry erect bigger 
land better theatres. 

Radio has entirely different ideas 
jon the subject. It knows that the 
| cost of broadcasting pictures is go- 
ing to be “terrific,”’ but only at first. 

It expects to work things dewn to 
|a system, On the revenue end 
Radio executives refuse to. talk. 
They believe that film theatres will 
| not sustain any great loss, pointing 
to the fact that the cables are still 
under the Atlantic, while messages 
at the same time are being spirited 
through the air, 





heard: 


of_receiving sets now in use on theg 


of the conversationalists while the 


oadeast regniar ‘s 


Stories 
Among the stories Sheehan 
secured are: 
“Temple Tower,” by Sapper 


(sequel to “Bulldo; Drummond”), 
“The x0lden Calf,” by Aaron 
Davis. 
“Chickenwagon Family,” by Barry 
Benefield. 


“Yonder Grow the Daisies,” by 
William Lippman. 

“High Society Blues,” by Dana 
Burnet. 


“Solid Gold Article,” by Richard 
Connell. ; / 

‘Tf I Was. Alohe With 
Richard Commell, 

“Louis Béretti,” by. Donald Hen« 
derson Clarke, and a best seller. 


You,” by 


“- Connecticut... Yankee,” by 
Mark -Twain. 
“Princess and the Plumber,” by 


Alice Duer Miller, 

“So This Is London,” George M, 
Céhan’s play success. 

“In Love With Love,’ by Vincent 
Lawrence. 

“My lLady’s Dress,” 
Knoblock. 

“The Man Who Came Back,” by 
John Fleming Wilson and Jules 
Eckert Goodman, 

“The Great K & A Train Roba 
béery,” by Paul Leicester Ford. 

“Scotland Yard,” play, by Deni-e 
son Clift. 


by: Edward 


“None But the Brave,” by 
Bernard Merivale and Brandon 
Fleming. 


“Alcatraz,” by Max Brand. 

“Dyst. and Sun,” by Clements 
Ripley. 

“Last Man on: Earth;” by John D, 
Swain: 


“Six Cylinder Love,” by Wm, 
Anthony McGuire, play. . 
} « “What. Price. Glory?”, -by, Law- 


rrente Stallings and Maxwel}~An-< 


‘{@erson (sound and. didlog} <from 


plays 5.» ef 
-/On-¥our Back,” by Rita Weiman, 
~ “Untamed,” by Max (Brand. 

_ “wild Geese,” by Max Brand: 
.“Trailin’,” by Max Brand, 


“Burden of the Blonde,” by 
Stephen Morehouse Avery. 
<‘Brass Commandments,” by 


Cliiarles Alden Seltzer. 
-.“Drag Harlan,” by Charles Alden 
Seltzer. 

“The Orphan,” 
Mulford. F 

“Young Sinners,” 
York stage 
Harris ae 

“The Spider,’ mystery play by 
Fulton Oursler and Lowell Brentano. 

“The Renegade,” French novel by 
Andre Armandy. 

“Girls Demand Excitement,” by 
Joseph Hilton. Smyth and BRorter 
Emerson Browne. 

“Prince Fazil,”’ 
daie. 


by Clarence B 


current New 
success, by Elmer 


by Pierre Frone- 


Writers. 
Samuel N. Behrman. 
Maurine Watkins, 
Lynn Starling. 
Willard Robertson. 
*Earte Crooker. 
Directors 
Hassard Short, stage. 
Edward Dolly, dance, 
Max Scheck, dance. as! 
Dorothy Tree, ass’t designer. - 
Songwriters 
Joseph McCarthy. 
James Monaco. 
George A. Little. 
John Burke. 
Edward G. Nelson. 
Harry Pease. 
Byron Gay. 
Edward Pola. 
Edward Brandt. 
Grace Henry. 
Morris Hamilton. 





Mrs. Ruth Santell secured a 4i- 
voxee from Al Santell, director, for 
cruelty. Santell gives her $12,500 
and $500 monthly alimony. 





Carter De Haven, Jr., settled a 
$10,200 suit against Skeets Gallagher 
|for damages suffered in an automo- 
bile accident for $175. 





* 

Ernst Lubitsch and Lothar Men- 
des, directors, had.a narrow escape 
from death when the windshield of 
their car was shattered by a bullet 
from a passing truck. It is believed 
they were mistaken for hijackers. 
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MIGHTIEST STARS OF ALL 


CREATION JOIN THE PAGEANT 
OF THE TITANS... 
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Radio’s Grand Challenge Sonerer 
Begins in Blaze of Glory.. 


BIGGEST ATTRACTION IN THE 
WORLD SIGNED...SEALED 
AND DELIVERED... 
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Unseen Forces Dwelling in the Hearts 


of Millions ... Titan Spirits Charging 
Down the Pathways of the Sky... 
Whose Simple Philosophy Compressed 
Each Night into Fifteen Minutes of 
Broadcasting Has Changed the Dinner 
Hour of America ... Turned a Conti- 
nent Upside Down and Flashed Its 
Benediction to an Eager World Beyond 
the Seas! 


AND NOW, FROM OUT THEIR BOUND- 
LESS EMPIRE OF THE AIR, THEY TAKE 
FORM BEFORE OUR EYES... 
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»| Air “Incorpolate” 
me Attraction... 


The Breathless Magic of Radio and the God- 
given Genius of Man Have Wrought in Amos ’n 
Andy the Grandest Phenomenon in the Sweep 
of All Show Ages...Unexampled...Fantastic... 
One of the Most Superb and Amazing Mani- 
festations of This Roaring, Rocking Century! 






























“CHECK AND: 
DOUBLE CHECK” 


Like Flaming Torches They Blaze Heaven 
High ... Lighting the Way for Countless 
Millions to the Joy of Honest Laughter 
and the Boon of Hope and Courage 

. And Destined to Shake the Foundations of Show Busi- 
ness When They Begin Their March on the Box-Office . 
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ON TALK SCREEN. 


STUNNING CLIMAX OF BROADCASTING 
MAGIC AND RADIO’S SUPER-SHOWMANSHIP! 


AMOS 'N ANDY 


Heart-flesh and human foible...they have stopped 
the show in an age of steel and granite! 


AMOS 'NANDY, 


Head Men of a Frenzied and Frantic World...dic- ( Yy 
tating in regusted indolence the fads of an era in / QW : 
which the mike is mightier than sword or pen. ( 4s, & 














_ What they will mean at 
the box-office of motion 
picture theatres is obvi- 
ous as the sun at noon. 
That Radio Pictures will 
_ pour every last ounce of 
its resources and produc- 
tion skill into this GREATEST, / 3a ay 
OF ALL SCREEN ATTRACTIONS [are 

goes without saying! Kiam 
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In the subway or at the crossroads... 
In pillared halls where the spellbinder 
storms or in narrow streets where news- 
boys wisecrack... AMERICA SPEAKS 
THE LANGUAGE OF AMOS'N ANDY! 
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Par Makes 40-Min. Revue Short: 
May Be Substitute for Publix 
_ Stage Shows or Other Houses 


2 After 9 





Paramount may produce a series 








the smallest half of what virtually | 
will be a novel type of 
ture program. 

First as an experiment has been 
produced by Frank Cambria, Pub- 
lix unit stager, at the Long Island 
studio and is entitled “Leave It to 
Lester.” The large cast is headed 
by Lester Allen and Evelyn Hoey, 


of four and five-reel talkers along 

lines departing somewhat from | PEO 

features for exhibition in its OWN | Cllicane. Kaci) 18 

(Publix) houses and elsewhere, as | Both R-K-O and Publix-B & K 
n 


are ine Bird 
theatres the aankrupt 
National and now 
ing operated by James E. Coston. 
Bird Theatres at present have 
approximately $2,500,000 in mort- | 
gages, $400,000 in interest, $600,000 | 
unpaid bills and $1,200,000 in bonds | 
outstanding that must be taken care 


negotiating for the 
double-fea- formerly 


be- 


Playhouses, 


legit. Surrounding his work with} of. Theatres made about $500,000 
considerable secrecy, Cambria has/ last year, without paying any rent. 
completed all shooting and is now ; 


| given to him for investment. 


THEATRE PROMOTER 


INDICTED IN SYRACUSE 


Syracuse, N. Y., April 15. 
Trial of Garland B. Latta, presi- 
dent of the Investors’ Underwriting 








| 
} 


Corporation, and financial backer of | 


the Salina Theatre Corporation, in- 
dicted by the March Grand Jury on 
four larceny counts, will be called 
before the end of the month. Latta 
at present is at liberty under $15,- 
000 bail. 

Latta is charged with using money 
Peti- 
the company and 
involuntary bank- 
have been filed in Federal 


tions declaring 
Latta to be in 
ruptcy 
Court. 

Latta made his first plunge into 
the theatrical field here by taking 
over the Empire theatre. Later he 
became interested in the Salina 
Corporation, operating the Syracuse 
and Brighton, and contemplated the 
creation of‘a new circuit. 





cutting the picture to running time 
of around 40 minutes. 

This is the average time consumed 
on the Publix the pre- 
sentation units. In cities where the 
shows in the flesh are disappearing, 


stages by 


How Asst. Directors Happened 





the 40-minute productions would 


fill the gap. Whether Publix is plan- Hollywood, March 15. 


ning to book in the -mid-length Failure of Coast attempt to bring | 
features in the deluxers’ formerly|the assistant directors under the 
stage shows instead of vaude,|IATSE (tsage hands) is not the 
against which factions in Publix] first of its kind.. Attempt was made 


in November, 1911, when the pjeture 
director’s man of all work was still 
called a prop man. 

David Horsley had just, brought 
a Nestor company. to’ Hollywood, 
planning on staying only three 
months. .Al Christie -was studio 
manager and Harry Edwards was 
head property man.» Other prop 
men were Baltimore Joe Murphy, 
Arthur Rose, Harry Tennebrooke, 
and Horace Davey. 

When organizers for the stage 
hands union approached the prop 
men about taking out cards, they 
decided to consult the boss. 

“J wouldn’t bother about it, boys,” 
said Horsley. “None is going to 
be prop men any longer. I'm going 
to promote you to assistant direc- 
tors.” 

Only difference. was in the title. 
They did .the same work, with the 
exception that a couple of union 
prop men were put on to handle the 
standard duties. 

“There were no prop rooms in 
those days,” says Joe Murphy, re- 


seem to exist, is the question. 
Purposes 


No one seems to know whether 
the double-length shorts are intend-« 
ed for this purpose or as a means 
of padding shows out further with 
standard features now being. cut 
to shorter lengths because of the 
necessity of a turn-over and room 
for other material, including news 
and regular talking shorts product. 

According to insiders, Par has 
talked of making around 15 of the 
four and five-reelers. 

The methods of making standard 
features, as compared .to those in 
production of most shorts, would 
prevail. In doing “Leave It to Les- 
ter,” four cameras were used to cut 
in closeups with the maximum of 
ease. 

Cambria wrote the story as well 
as directed it. He has made six 
shorts at the Long Island plant. 





“Party Girl’ Goes On 


we used to be pestered by kids 
throwing oranges at us.” 

“Baltimore Joe,” because he signed 
in ~Baltimore, was known as the 
king of Poverty Row for a long time. 

“The indie game is all shot now,” 
he says. “I want to get in with 
some regular producer.” 

At present he’s doing some make- 
up work for Bill Craft at Universal. 
Seventeen or 18 years ago he had 4 
more important position at the U. 
He headed a’ comedy unit and, inter- 
unit athletic competition being hot, 
he made a job for a young basebail 
player named Ben Stoloff. 

“I felt pretty good the other day 
to see these big posters up for 
‘Happy Days,’” says Baltimore Joe 
Murphy, “with Ben’s name up there 
big as director.” ° 


Sale to Big 





Indie Producers Hopeful—Demand — 
Increasing from Chains—Roxy 


Indie producers here are more; Roxy is in Havana and doesn’t re- 
optimistic than ever before. The} turn until April 17. Here are a few 
few that remain count either on/of his reported connections, after 
being considered in the big merger | the Roxy theatre contract expires i 
push or else having their werth- | about a year 
while product being assured of the Going. wit Warners to. take 
maximum consideration. irge of their new Ho wood the- 

Booking of 12 independent pic- | atre 
tures into the Roxy and the break} Going with N-B-C (denied at 
which others are getting in big | N-B-C). 
chain houses throughout the coun- | Standing by for the Chanins to 
try are keynoting the high indie! build a 6,000-seat temple that wil 
pulse. concentrate on stage shows of the 


luxe kind. 

Buildme hts own theatre. 
Explanations 

Among these are a lot of ex- 
Planations that Roxy is dissatisfied, 
etc. 

Officially, Roxy’s contract has a 
long time to run, and he has proved 
too good a maestro for Herr Clarke 


A fairly high indie exec in a well} de 
respected indie company told of the 
low-down on a conference among 
some of the hjzg boys. 

“We have it first handed that the 
big theatres from now on are going 
to throw out all poor pictures, re- 
gardless of who makes them.” 

On the Roxy end, Fox spokesmen 
recall 


that it is the policy of the | to let go; at least, right away. 
theatre to book so many independ- Officially, the Hollywood is too 
ents yearly, and that what is now |! small a house for such a big mar 
happening is nothing to shout about, |as Roxy. 
as the Roxy selects 12 outside fea- No one in the Warners, however, 


tures annually. 

Roxy himself is being mongered 
about the trade as going with every 
interest except ; 


either denies or affirms the report. 
Even the able A. P. Waxman carries 
along as having been uninformed 
house. | if such is the case. 





his own 








Special Publicity 





Under A Special Plan 











Chicago, April 15. 
Judge Lindsay today dissolved 
the injunction which prevented the 
showing of Tiffany's “Party Girl” 


Cos. Probable 
s 9 * 
Indies Finish 
calling the first of his 19 years in 
Coast studios. “Whatever furniture 


and props we need for a set we . 
had to go out with a cart and rustle. Reports are around of independent 





“Variety’s” Special Publicity Plan has 


in the Granada and Marbro, Publix 


Jolly some housewife into lending 
houses here. 


it for the day. Then we'd have to 
get it back to her at 5 o'clock. 








Pew jag A aor “Our Blushing} «That was okay in one respect. 
: Neer on » | We had to quit shooting at 4 be- 
Sone — Fae: cause we had no artificial lights. 
Margaret Mann, “Monsieur le| “Going after props and also shoot- 
Fox,""M-G. ing chases and taking running stuff, 


| Picture Possibilities 


“Deah Old England”’—Favorable 
*“DEAH OLD ENGLAND” (Travesty, E. F. Bostwick, Ritz). 
A comedy with an idea, that of the shabby genteel, calling for British 
types. Should make comedy program picture. Ibee. 








“The Old Rascal”—Unfavorable 
“THE OLD RASCAL” (Comedy, William Hodge, Bijou). 
Okay for stage use by the author-star (Hodge), but hardly adaptable 
for pictures, Ibee. 





“Broadway Shadows”—Unfavorable 
“BROADWAY SHADOWS” (Melodrama, Theatres Productions, Inc., 
Belmont). 


Nothing here for pictures. Ibee. 





“Troyka”—Unfavorable 


“TROYKA” (Drama, Laura D. Wilck, Hudson). 
Unreal, complicated; no meat for pictures, 





“Jonica”—Favorable 





“JONICA” (Musical Comedy, William B. Friedlander, Craig). 
Enough plot and good continuity, besides comedy, to shape as pos- 
hibility for talker. Would not attract as a picture buy because of the} 


; . | 
As talker, hit numbers would 


music, no outstanding hits being present. 
have to be injected. Char. 
“Live and Learn”—Unfavorable 
“LIVE AND LEARN” (Comedy, Michael Kallesser, Wallack’s). 
Nothing for screen. lbee. 








= 
a “The Never Grow Up”—Favorable 
“THEY NEVER GROW UP” (Comedy, Theatre Assembly, Masque). 
A farcial comedy that might make a program picture; not so good 
On stage, however. Thee. 





Universe”—Unfavorable 
Theatre Guild, Beck 


Thee, 


“Hotel 
“HOTEL UNIVERSE” 


(Drama, 
Unusual play 


Vo ’ high row 


talker producers which are apt to 
be taken over by major picture com- 
panies. 


Most often mentioned among the 
indies are Pathe and Columbia. 


Major companies named are. Fox 
and Radio Pictures. 


Some mention is made of Uni- 
versal in the same way. 


There is little authentic informa- 
tion on any of the rumors. 


Pathe has been in negotiation 
with Radio for some time, with the 
proposition seemingly reaching no 
conclusion. 


Columbia has been talked of 
mostly in connection with Fox. Co- 
lumbia this week going into Wall 
Street for the financing of 50,000 
additional shares seems to dispute 
any contemplated deal on its part. 

Larger chain-producers are of the 
impression from reports that a 
secondary producer may be useful. 
The larger chains could use it for 
the Class B houses, while a chain 
like R-K-O (Radio Pictures) might 
feel that another producer as an 
added ‘source of ‘supply will be a 
decided asset. 





Hedda Hopper, 
Brides,” M-G. 

Claire McDowell, 
M-G. 

John 
Insp. 

Fred Malatesta, “One Mad Kiss,”’ 
Fox, Spanish version. 

Emma Dunn, “Manslaughter,” 
Par. 

De Witt 
Pages,” WB. 

Alison Skipworth and Tom Rick- 
“Song of Flesh,” UA. 
Lia Toro, untitled picture, WB. 


“Our Blushing 
“Big House,”’ 
Lodar, 


“Eyes of World,” 


Jennings, “Scarlet 


etts 


Grant Withers, Neely Edwards 
and Helen Ferguson, “Scarlet 
Pages,” WB. 

Walter Long, “Moby Dick,” WB 

Purnell Pratt and James Cagney 
Penny Arcade,” WRB 

Sally Starr, “The Fired Man,’ 
Pathe 

Radio has given showgirl! con- 

‘tracts to Rosemary Carr, Gladys| 


Belmont, Joyce Clark and Jear 


| Douglas. 





been functioning for some years. It has 
been employed by many of the newly-made 
stars in Pictures and Vaudeville, while the 
standard players and attractions have long 
since discovered its value in the advance- 
ment of stage position and salary. 


The campaign is designed to keep a pro- 
fessional name continuously before the show 
business, all over the world, every week for 
52 weeks in a year. This publicity may be 
used in displayed type or pictorially, but 
does not include reading matter, other than 
a limited caption under cuts. 


“Variety’s” Publicity Plan is made suffi- 


ciently flexible in cost to meet almost any 
condition. 


A copy of the plan with other information 
as may be desired can be obtained at any 
“Variety” office. : 


NEW YORK 


154 West 46th Street 


CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD 
Woods Theatre Bldg. Taft Building 
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JOE E. BROWN 


WINNIE LIGHTNER 
and 


GEORGES CARPENTIER 
SALLY O’ NEIL 
DOROTHY REVIER 

BERT ROACH 
EDMUND BREESE 
ABE LYMAN AND HIS BAND 




















Adapted from the New York stage hit 

by John McGowan and B. G. DeSylva 

with music by DeSyliva, Brown and 

Henderson. Additional numbers by 

Al Dubin and Joe Burke. Adapted by 

Robert Lord. Dance presentations by 
Larry Ceballos. 


Directed by ROY DEL RUTH 







SONG HITS 







(Get the Blues for You) 





“HOLD EVERYTHING” 






All Technicolor 










"WHEN THE LITTLE RED ROSES“ 


“SING A LITTLE THEME SONG“ 
“ISN'T THIS A COCKEYED WORLD” 


“TO KNOW YOU IS TO LOVE YOU" 
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foot of the funniest comedy you have ever seen—and then 
forget it. “Hold Everything” is funnier than that! It is positively 
the funniest comedy ever made — and when we say positively 
— we mean positively. 


« “Hold Everything” is based on the comedy which recently 
concluded a run of a year and three months in New York. 


« It has a great story, is full of heart interest, has a great cast 
of stage and screen celebrities, five real song hits, a chorus of 
seventy-two unkissed sunkist beauties and more laughs than a 
studio full of custard pies. 


« Joe E. Brown and Winnie Lightner head the cast of laugh- 
makers. You have never really seen either one, until you have 


seen them in “HOLD EVERYTHING”. 


« “HoldEverything” is funnier than “Gold Diggers of Broadway’. 
It’s the best picture ever made by Warner Bros. and the best 
comedy ever made by anyone. Hold Everything for “Hold 
Everything’’— because “HOLD EVERYTHING” Has Everything ! 


GRAND OPENING ATTRACTION 
WARNER BROS. 


HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 


Broadway and 5lst Street, New York City 


TUESDAY—APRIL 22 
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“Vitaphone” is the registered trade-mark of The 
Vitaphone Corporation designating its products 
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Believe It 
or Not 


«+ « « Vitaphone 
Varieties has 
more than one 
thousand sub- 
jects. 





. . . Vitaphone Varieties 
were first in the field. 
They still lead in variety, 
quantity and quality. 


. . « Vitaphone Varieties 
first introduced natural 
color (Technicolor) in 
Short-length talking and 
Singing pictures. 


. . « Vitaphone Varieties 
offer more novelties than 
all other productions 
combined, 


‘ 












‘Vitaphone Varieties-now brings’ new po- 
tent showmanship elements to the short 
feature field with this sensational series of 


“BELIEVE IT OR NOT” 
By ROBERT L. RIPLEY 
“BELIEVE IT OR NOT”? commands a 


‘popular appeal second to no other feature ; 


of its kind on the screen. 


Ripley is the highest paid artist in 
America today. 


He receives more than 2500 letters a day. 


He has a daily audience of more than 
twenty million readers in 220 newspapers 
in which his ‘“‘Believe It Or Not’? draw- 
ings appear. 
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canner en stain einen ee 
— sn vaude policy will switch from six to e 4 
five 
News From the Dailies About oe re Seen 3. side a ictures 
Elizabeth Forrester, in the New 
York production of “Holiday,” makes : ’ 
her screen debut in Pathe’s film ver- Neighborhoods are coming back strong with business moving out from 
sion of the play. big downtown spots. Movement is reported from several points. 
Neighborhood spots now take care of themselves, with big exhibitors 
Through “Variety” now printing a four-page special bulletin Jimmy Starr is directing a series | Worried about downtown houses. 


News of the Dailies page and 





weekly in Hollywood, placed with the regular weekly “Variety” 
upon arrival Saturday, considerable of that Bulletin’s matter of 
national interest is rewritten into the News of the Dailies below. 

Accordingly this department has been detached from tke usual 


Department, where it will continue weekly. 


placed instead in this Picture 








Following a hospital sojourn due 
to a broken collar bone, Gavin Gor- 
don has returned to Metro to re- 


” 


sume in “Romance. 





Adolphe Menjou goes back with 
Paramount, but only for the foreign 
versions of regular features. For- 
mer star will troupe for citizens of 
France and Spain in their native 
tongue, his first. being “Slightly 
Scarlet.” Rosita Morenno, from 
vaude, will be opposite in the Span- 
ish edition. 





Case of Anna’ La Vaska, Russian 
singer, who fell on a local stage last 
winter, is being investigated by the 
State Industrial Commission. Hear- 
ing will determine whether the lia- 
bility rests with Fanchon and Mar- 
co’s insurance company or Fox 
Coast Theatres which operates the 
house in question. She is still in 
the hospital. 

Location Managers’ Association 
has a new prexy, William Guthrie. 
Latter acts: in that capacity for 
Warners and succeeds Jack Lawton 
as the association’s president. 


Mary Pickford’s new production 
business manager is R. A. Blaydon. 
Was formerly attached to Par- 
amount and Pathe. 





Moving up from the Pantages 
house in Memphis, Emil Umann is 
handling publicity on the new Holly- 
wood Pan house. 





Fox is adding another associate 
producer (supervisor), in Ralph 
Block. Block went Fox as a writer 
after producing for both Pathe and 
Paramount. 


Radio is negotiating to borrow 
Ann Harding (Pathe) and Mary 
Lawlor. Latter just completed a one 
picture assignment for Metro. 

Radio wants Miss Harding oppo- 
site Richard Dix in “Cimmaron” and 
Miss Lawlor for “Present Arms.” 


California theatre, Los Angeles, 
opens in June with some kind of a 
picture policy. Fred Miller has 
taken it over. He was the original 
lessee of the house. Theatre is be- 
ing renovated and wired. 


“Whoopee,” with its cast of prin- 
cipals intact from the stage produc- 
tion, goes into work at the Goldwyn 
studios this Wednesday (April 16). 

Eleanor Hunt, chorister in the 
Ziegfeld edition of the piece, will be 
the ingenue on the screen. Frances 
Upton, opposite Cantor on the stage, 
has gone Pathe in an Eddie Quillan 
picture. 





Screen writers and music com- 
posers are starting to pout at each 
Other. Most of the irritation seems 
to surround the two factions work- 
ing at FN and WB. 

Writers claim the note assemblers 
are horning in on story conferences 
and making suggestions that have 
nothing to do with music. If one 
of these ideas is accepted, the 
writers then claim the composers 
want screen credit as authors. 

Finish will probably see the boys 
just putting on those berets and 
flouncing their separate ways. 


Victor Herbert’s score will be re- 


tained intact for “Babes in Toy- 
gl Luther Reed directs for Ra- 
0. 


Fox picked Rose Hobart to play 
opposite Charlie Farrell in ‘‘Lilliom.” 
Miss Hobart was selected in New 
York, but after Universal had her 
signature, Carl Laemmle, Jr., got a 
hunch by seéing her photo in a roto- 
gravure section and wiring on that 
& test be made there. 

Miss Hobart will be loaned to Fox, 
a under a five-year contract 
0 OU. 


Ralph Pollock, m. ¢., 





Bataille Henri is being transferred 





here from Paramount's Long Island} 
studio. To write I'rench dialog. 


Carl McBride, assistant to Larry 
Ceballos, promoted to direct shorts 
for Warners. 





Robert McGowan, who has direct- 
ed all but one of the Roach “Gang” 
comedies, has been promoted to 


supervising director of all Roach 
comedies, 
Robert McKenzie replaces Mc- 


Gowan on the new “Gang” series. 


Larry Darmour is here from New 
York with a contract to produce all 
shorts to be released on Radio’s '30- 
"31. program. 





O. D. Woodward is in town or- 
ganizing a dramatic stock company 
for the Denham theatre, Denver, 
Colo., under auspices of the IATSE. 

It is a legit try by the stage unions 
in a self-employment move. 


After completing a $2,500,000 stu- 
dio building and expansion program, 
M-G is embarking on another which 
will cost around $1,500,000. 

Two new stages-and a modern lab 
will be included in the supplemen- 
tary appropriation. 


Warners is bringing a group of 
all-American football players to ap- 
pear in the grid scenes for ““Maybe 
It’s Love.” 





Warner Baxter will remain with 
Fox four years more. New contract 
calls for his name over the film 
title. 





Coiumbia will release a series of 
features to be made by Al and 
Charles Christie. First will be a re- 
make on “Charlie’s Aunt.” 


Wedding of Irene Mayer and 
David Selznick will take place at 
the bride’s home in Santa Monica 
April 29. 


Warners has assigned Claudia 
Dell opposite Al Jolson in “Big-Boy.” 


George Arliss arrived here April 
14. He will do “Old English” for 
WB. 


Foreign consuls here are evidently 
trying to chisel in on pictures. The 
boys are getting liberal with sug- 
gestions that they be appointed 
technical advisers on foreign ver- 
sions of features made for their re- 
spective countries. Studios remain 
indifferent. 


With all story material scheduled 
for completion by June 15, and a re- 
ported three months’ shutdown 
planned, First National is not tak- 
ing up options of writers as con- 
tracts expire. 

Writers leaving this lot are Wal- 
demar Young, Forrest Halsey and 
Richard Weil. 


John M. Stahl has abandoned his 
intention of making “Remote Con- 
trol” for M-G. He is now at Uni- 
versal to direct “Sincerity,” based 
on John Erskine’s novel. 


Ziegfeld was due in Monday. He 
will live at Malibou Beach. 


George Roesner will direct the 
dialog on “Penny Arcade” for War- 
ners. John Adolphi handles the pic- 
ture direction. 

Bessie Love, from M-G, has the 
lead, with Lucille La Verne and Noel 
Madison in cast. 


United Artists will hold its west- 
ern sales convention at the Palace 
Hotel, San Francisco, April 14-15. 


Sam Weisenthal, former assistant 
to Carl Laemmle, Jr., has been ap- 
pointed assistant to Robert MclIn- 
tyre, production manager for 
Samuel Goldwyn. First assignment, 
“Whoopee.” 


Believing it will save First Na- 
tional thousands of dollars, Hal 
Wallis has issued orders that no 
employee be allowed to loiter around 
the studio cafe after finishing eat- 
ing. 





Erwin Straus, son of Oscar Straus, 
is coming here. Young Straus, 19, 
ha” his first opera produced in Ber- 
lin last month. 

First National's first on its 1930 
program is “Going Wild.” Joe E 
Prown will be starred. 


Pathe tore up contracts with Tom 


opens for| Lennon and Mauri Grasham, writers 
+ Coast at Long Beach, Cal., April! Gave them bigger and better ones. 
kA 





With the local RKO office starting | 


to book the Millton Dollar theatre, | 





of shorts, featuring Walter Hiers, 
for Jesse Weil. If Starr succeeds 
he will direct a feature of his own. 


A dozen showgirls arrested on 
charges of giving an indecent per- 
formance in Sawtelle, Cal., were ex 
onerated by a jury of 11 women and | 
one man. 


Oliver McLennan is here taking 
tests for M-G for a spot in “Spring 
Fever” or “Naughty Marietta.” 





J. P. Kennedy, Pathe, left for New 
York last Thursday (April 19) 


Corinne Griffith plans leaving for 
London late this month. She will 
spend a year there studying voice. 





J. P. Maxfield, ERPI recording 
ace, left here April 15 to handle 
Western Electric development in | 
England. 


Producers’ Ass'n is plenty 
steamed over tactics used by Lillian 
Brown, former employee of U's 
casting department, but now asso- 
ciated with the General Casting Di- 
rectory. Miss Brown has been get- 
ting private information from agents 
and producers about their actors 
without telling the agents that she 
is no longer with U. 


Claiming mental cruelty, Mrs. 
Beryl La Cava was granted a di- 
vorce from Gregory LaCava, di- 
rector Mrs. La Cava gets the cus- 
tody of their child. 


H. H. Van Loan will collaborate 
with Arthur Gregor in rewriting the 
latter’s play, “Decency.” Franklin 
Warner will produce, 





Joe E. Brown took the skin off the 
top of his dome by diving into a 
swimming pool, Pool had less water 
than a whisper low. Off “Top 
Speed” for a few days. 


Maurlin Dietrich, former leading 
lady for Emil Jannings, is here to 
play the femme lead in a Par. story 
on Morocco. 


Diverce suit was filed by Mrs. 
Norma Carlisle against Robert Car- 
lisle,* film. editor, named Thurza 
Nelson, actress, 


Pupett theatre will be in the new 
Paseo de Los Angeles, Mexican 
market place, opening April 20. 





Marilyn Miller’s second for F. N. 
will be “Sweetheart.” Book by Herb 
Fields; score and lyrics by Rod- 
gers and Hart. Story, musical ro- 
mance, will have Miss Miller play- 
ing dual roles. Production starts 
in two or three weeks. 





Alan Moody takes over the Vine 
Street April 27 to produce his own 
play, “The Questionable Elaine.” 
Milton Weinberg is with him. 





Local schools turning their gyms 
into free public dance halls are 
irking the amusement men in town. 
Orchesiras usually are adults from 
night school organizations, furnish- 
ing free music with idea of getting 
professional experience. Same time 
the neighborhood gets recreation 
gratis. 


FN will turn out sound cartoons. 
Known as “Looney Tunes.” 


Mervyn LeRoy will direct “Little 
Caser” for FN, 


Jack Benny called off his trip to 
New York when his wife was op- 
erated for appendicitis. 


With Pat Casey here, the NVA 
drive began to hum. Tickets for the 
benefit, at the Shrine Auditorium 
April 26, were placed on gale at al! 
local theatres and branch offices 
also established in ticket agencies. 
About $50,000 gross expected, with 
six $1,000 boxes sold so far. Ed- 
die Cantor has taken charge of the 
show. 





Following “Manslaughter,” Claud- 
ette Colbert and Frederic March go 
into “The General’ ‘for Par. Walte: 
Huston in title part. 





Suit for $5,000 damages brought 
against Dorothy Burgess, pictures, 
for asserted injuries in an automo- 
bile accident was lost by Mrs. Anna 
Kelsko. 





Richard Carle, actor, aued by June 
Pierce, cateress, for $50,516 on claim 
she was kicked. Several “John 
Does,” said to be picture people, 
were also named in the complaint. 


Suit of Mrs. Josephine Bushman 
against Francis X. Bushman to col- 
lect $53,300 in unpaid alimony con- 


| tinued until July 28. 





Rudy Vallee, orchestra leader, | 


Change is due to equality of sound in both neighborhood and loop 
spots. Public can now see same show near home, and cheaper. When 
sound was new and available only downtown, people came downtown 
and long runs were possible. With sound no longer a novelty, long runs 
are extraordinary Pictures stay one or two weeks, or if an extra- 
special, perhaps three or four, then go to the neighborhoods. 

Difference in price between downtown and neighbort averages 
from 10 to 25 cents. Count 30 minutes for travel to main stem. Then 
either carfare or 50 cents parking fee. Plus drawback of time and 
inconvenience. 

Result is soaring neighborhood grosses, 
hit the bumps. 

Small town situation shows same general trend. Small town exhibitors 
lagged in installing sound. In towns of 30,000 to 40,000 sound has been 
in for one to two years in the grade A houses. Now, even the shooting 
galleries in tank towns have sound of some sort. Kesult Is eramped 
picture conditions and competition, forcing many exhibitors to hunt 
special stage attractions, such as vaude. 


1i00ds 


while downtown hoyees often 





Spring sap of Sunday solons took the berry of the crop in.a place 
called Hattiesburg, Miss., where a law coded in 1848 and designed to 
prohibit negro slaves from working on the first day of the week was 
invoked to close the local Saenger theatre by the police and to place 
under arrest manager A. B. Parks and projectionist Louis Hammack. 

The particular law is incorporated in what is known as Hutchinson's 
Code of 1848, Chapter 64, Section 7, articles 3, 4 and 5. 

What gives the effair a peculiar tinge is that the Sunday show pre- 
sented by the theatre was free. No admission charged Maybe, test 
case. 

The paradox in the law is that at the time the slave holding gentle- 
men of Mississippi were legislating against their slaves and endeavoring 
to uphold the sanctity of their serfs cock fights, bear baiting and horse 
racing and duels were the chief form of amusement. 


Major studios believe that while motion pictures have made rapid 
strides in the advancement of technique in most every phase, set de- 
signing has been overlooked. A number of the studios are concentrating 
on new ideas in sets, 

With Gloria Swanson taking the first step in using modernistic back- 
grounds, Paramount promises revolutionary stage settings in its forth- 
coming “Paramount on Parade” revue. Employment of color in film- 
ing this picture has afforded Nest Polglaze, art director, an unlimited 
field for color combinations, as well as utilizing new planes, lines, 
symmetries and angles. 

Practically every setting for each of the 20 numbers in the production 
is designed to be entertaining in itself, either as comedy, tragedy or 
spectacle. 


With the Warners and other big chain interests invading Pennsylvania, 
Mike Comerford, veteran indie in the coal regions, is fortifying himself 
in his strongest territories. Two theatres of around. 3,000 seats each 
are included in his expansien program for Wilkes-Barre, ‘while another 
of the same size is slated for Scranton, Pa. Between the two cities it 
is reported Comerford is already represented by about 40 houses. 

Warners is confident it will be unable to buy out Comerford, it was 
learned Monday from executives. They figtire that if Mike should de- 
cide later to sell it will be to Paramount. During Fox’s theatre buying 
regime Comerford nearly succumbed to offers and if there had been 
more ready cash, he might have gone. The same now say, however, 
that Comerford is more determined than ever to remain alone, 





Will Hays and his new “10 Commandments” caught plenty hell in 
Toledo last week. Ernest Mooréfield, “News-Bee” d. e., devoted entire 
daily column to Hays and new rules, saying in part: 

“Hays has sought to placate the narrow-faced, the narrow-minded, 
the narrow-souled movie censor with a list of ridiculous generalities that 
taken literally will succeed only in making the theatre safe, very safe, 
for the minor and the moron. Pressed by a bigoted group of censors, 
chronic reformers and clergymen, he has taken a backward step for 
the motion picture industry. He has sought the corner of compromise 
and subterfuge. He lacked the courage to fire when the enemy saw the 
whites of his eyes.” 

The Rev. Paul Macy, pastor of Washington Congregational church, 
told the Toledo Motion Picture Council that Hays “has used his office 
as a@ smoke screen to prevent censorship.” Macy advocated educating 


the movie public to a taste for good pictures, rather than censorship 
of the bad. 





Synchronizing German dialog to American lip movements has proven 
unacceptable to Central European audiences. Reason is the need of 
twisting sentences to fit sounds uttered in english. At best the syn- 
chronization is only approximate. 

German synchronization of “Broadway” was given a Vienna tryout, 
with result that it opened in Berlin as a silent. German dialog version 
of “Showboat” was also NG’d by Viennese audiences. 

The only American talker with any likelihood of satisfactory German- 
izing is “The Great Gabbo” because the foreground stuff is narrowed 
down to three characters, one a dummy whose mouth-flapping would 
fit any dialog in any language. 

Separately produced versions so far made in this country with Ger- 
man-speaking actors will also go on the index in Germania and Scan- 
dinavia, due to the American accents, true even of German-born actors 
who have been in the United States since before the war. 

Everything oke again between the Warner and Metro studios on the 


Coast. All set when Harry M. Warner met Adolph Zukor in Hollywood 
a few weeks ago. 





The argument presented by many exhibitors that talkers have made 
public likes and dislikes of pictures definitely react within thirty days 
after a production is released and that as the result many pictures are 


antiquated within that time is dispelled by producers. 


The viewpoir 
of the eres 


makers, already taxed to an excessive speed by sound, is that 
public opinion does not crystalize at its earliest until six months after 
release. 

Regardless of the time element pictures are like news stories, always 
novel until known. In many spots of the country and in Europe today 
there are pictures making big money that are the remnants of the in- 
(Continued on page 69) 





sued for $1,000,000 by Roberta Mc- Jack Darcey, art director, lost all 
Kay, who claims she wrote “Vaga- | his clothing when his apartment 
bond Lover.” No relation to other was robbed. ten Taggart, actor, 
suits in New York, Chicago and pos- | lost an $1,800 diamond ring from his 
sible points intermediate. apartment. Natives are looking sus- 
ai piciously at visitors from Chi. 

Colleen Moore and John McCor- 





mick have effected a property set- Mollie O'Day sued by the Dow 
tlemen. Divorce action by Miss| Taxi Service for $145 worth of rid- 
Moore probable. ing 

Ray Stillwell, musician, arrested Lester Barrett, circus performer, 
on a charge of beating Virginia] shot twice and robbed of $6 by @ 





Early. bandit, who was later captured. 

















—— 








VARIETY Wednesday, April 16, 1980 
































Wednesday, April 16, 1930 VARIETY 33 


_ —_ —_——_— 

















’ RS ae 


RICHARD 
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= DAWN PATROL |, 


Greatest Air Drama Ever Made. Dick as a daring 
aviator in a story by John Monk Saunders, author 
of “Wings”. With Doug. Fairbanks, Jr. and great 
cast. Better than “Son Of The Gods”. Already the 
talk of the trade. 


ONG O 
THE FLAM 



































A girl's flaming song destroys an empire and with Set for $2 
it her one great love. Stupendous spectacle! 5000 showing 
in the cast! All in Technicolor. With Alexander igs ; phil 
Gray, Bernice Claire, Noah Beery, Alice Gentle. N.Y. May. 





BRIDE OF THE 
REGIMEN 


A beautiful queen matches her wit with the prince 

















of all lovers. With Vivienne Segal, Allan Prior, $2 show- 
Walter Pidgeon, Louise Fazenda, Myrna Loy, Ford ing on 
Sterling, Lupino Lane. Directed by John Francis Broadway 
Dillon of “Sally’’ fame. All in Technicolor! soon. 


Dirst 
ifetatelatel 


Pictures 
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LION! ROAR! 











ROAR about the new wonder Talkie— 

| THE DIVORCEE starring NORMA SHEARER 

ROAR about the year’s reigning hit— 
GRETA GARBO Talks in ANNA CHRISTIE 

ROAR about the history-making comedy— 


CAUGHT SHORT—Marie DRESSLER—Polly MORAN 


(A Cosmopolitan Production) 


ROAR about MONTANA MOON, Joan Crawford’s Biggest! 
ROAR about THE GIRL SAID NO, Bill Haines’ box-office smash! = 
ROAR about FREE AND EASY, a million laughs! A flock of stars and they all act in it! 


BUSTER KEATON, WILLIAM HAINES, ANITA PAGE, ROBERT MONTGOMERY, 
TRIXIE FRIGANZA, KARL DANE, FRED NIBLO, CECIL B. DE MILLE, 
DOROTHY SEBASTIAN, LIONEL BARRYMORE, GWEN LEE. 


ROAR about LON CHANEY’S FIRST TALKIE COMING! 


ROAR about 2 HIT EACH WEEK WHEN THEATRES NEED 
THEM MOST! | 


The Roar of the Talkies! egy 
| METRO- So: pwvu.t 
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Comedy Shorts Only Wanted 
And Slapstick Stuff Preferred: 
Less Use of Vaude Acts Now 


ene + 


in shorts 


vaude ac 


Tendency 
Rway from 
goward two reelers. 

Where six months ago it looked as 
@hough two-reel comedies would go 
put, many therefore 


production is 
and 


ts more 


reasons being 


given at that time, producers are 
favoring this type of “filler” more 
than ever before. 


Even if two-reel producers with 
Aistribution outlets are out on com- 
me season's 
Qhemselves are arranging to handle 
their own two-reel production. 

Comedy is so high in demand that 
@nything without some comedy is 
faced with getting thumbs down for 


Yroger: ies 
programs, companies 


ghorts use, according to producer 
and distributor sources. This turn 
fm the market on shorts has di- 
rectly hit hundreds of vaude acts 
that a year ago would have been 
eonsidered ideal for shorts pur- 
poses. 

Where producers can find suffi- 


@tent original material, either con- 
tributed or written by staffs, to fill 
@ut program needs, the rank and 
ile of vaude turns will be disre- 
garded. Only exception now seems 
Re be good comedy material and 
™mames” from vaude. 


Acts Got Too Much 
Vaude acts partly spoiled matters 


a@t the beginning by soaking the 
producers top and sometimes ex- 


erbitant prices to make a short or 
two. Their reason mainly was that 
@@es and material exclusive with 
them in vaude for years, would for 
the payment of a couple days’ work 
be sold into thousands of houses. 
Whe acts were correct in the minds 
@f some picture showmen, but lately 
waude people, it is said, have come 
around to the realization that wide 
Gistribution of their shorts helps 
gather than hurts them in other 
Melds. Some have actually indi- 
eated that their shorts work has 
@mcreased their vaude box office 
Walues, a Warnerite claims. 

At the beginning through tech- 
ffical restrictions now overcome, 
Vitaphone, Metro and others made 
Many singing, dancing and orches- 
tra shorts that were miserably lack- 
imme in variety. This product helped 
te hurt short sales with exhibitors, 
who have always regarded filler as 
“comedies, news, etc.” and are 
partly responsible for the producer 
feeling that it’s comedy that must 
be fed the field. 

Exhibs Burned 

Many exhibitors frothed at the 
mouth because of claims that shorts 
were sold them as comedies but 
weren't. One exhib who bought a 
musical short, claiming it was sold 
as a comedy, wired the distributor 
that his audience thought the sub- 
fect was a funeral. 

It is renorted considerable shorts 
product is being very slowly moved 
because of this and other reasons, 
with some product lying on the 
shelf for many months. According 
te shorts sources, most exhibs are 
reporting on all.shorts from the 
comedy angle, claiming this one 
has some good comedy, that one 
gust a little and others (lament here 
@trong) none at all. 

The lean toward two-reel product 
beems to be in line with comedy 
demands and easy sale of slapstick. 
Also, it is claimed producers can 
develop more plot in two reels, 
something audiences are demanding. 

Other than comedy shorts in one- 
feel length, cartoons seem to be 
enjoying best sales with every com- 
Pany handling them. 


States Rights Producing 


Leader with 20 Talkers 


With a program of 20 all-talk- 
tng features lined up for next year, 
W. Ray Johnson will lead the state 
tights producing field from all indi- 
cations. Johnson contemplates all- 
talker serials, first of which will be 
“Heroes of the Flames,” to be pro- 
@uced by Charles Hutchinson. 

Reissuing of 18 one-reeler “Alice” 
Comedies and 12 Jack Hoxie two- 
reel westerns, both series with 
sound and effects added, also con- 
templated. 

All of Johnson's productions will 
be made on the west coast, with 


R-C-A Photophone recording sys- | 


tem, 





SONO’S GOOD WILLERS 


Traveling and Mixing with Exhibs 
for Closer Contact 
Sono-Art has hit 


upon a new idea 


for contacting exhibitors, 
Medium, concocted by Budd 

> ra ~] ho - ~ y . La « 

Rogers, sales manager, is to have 


| traveling bookers, so to speak, tour 


their respective territories and work 
up a friendship chain 

It has begun in Boston, 
Paul Canty, former newspaperman 
and brother of U. S. Commissioner 
of Trade in Paris, George Canty, is 
now carrying out the idea. In Phil- 
adelphia the company has Charles 
Donehy. 

Other 


where 


COLUMBIA’S PROGRAM, 
DIRECTORS AND STARS 


Budget of $10,000,000 has been 
oked by Columbia to cover its next 
season’s program of 20 features and 
six series of shorts, embracing 104 
subjects. 

On its short product, 
ning to cartoons, 
“Disney Silly Symphonies,” “Dis- 
ney Mickey Mouse,” “Krazy Kat,” 
and “Curiosities.” Other two series 
are “Bits of Life’ and “Screen 
Snapshots,” novelty material. 

Among features set are “The 
Criminal Code” (play); “Rain or 
Shine” (Joe Cook musical); “Ma- 
donna of the Streets” (novel); 
“Bless You Sister” (play); “Sure 
Fire” (play); “Lover Come Back 
To Me” (short story); “Brothers” 
(play) and “Ballyhoo” (play). 

Directors to work on the ’30-’31 
program are Frank Capra, Patter- 
son McNutt, Edward Sloman, Ira 
Hards, A. H. Van Buren, Karl 
Brown, Jame# Flood, Bert Glennon, 
E. Mason Hopper, Louis King, Al 
Ray and Matt Moore, last men- 
tioned making his directorial debut 
for Col. 

Stars and players to be repre- 
sented on a new program are Jack 
Holt, Ralph Graves, Evelyn Brent, 
Barbara Stanwyck, Dorothy Revier, 
Joe Cook, William Collier, Jr., Mar- 
garet Livingston, Johnnie Walker, 
Wally O’Neill, Molly O'Day, Sam 
Hardy, Aileen Pringle, Ian Keith, 
Joan Peers, George Sidney, Charlie 
Murray, Lowell Sherman, Marie 
Prevost and Matt Moore. 


Injunction Against Union 
Asked by 116th St. House 


Regun Operating Co. which 
opened recently the picture theatre 
at 60 West 116th street, New York, 
has applied in the Supreme Court 
for an injunction restraining the of- 
ficers and members of the Motion 
Picture Operators’ Union, Local 306, 
from picketing the theatre, annoy- 
ing the patrons, blocking the en- 
trances and otherwise interfering 
with the business, and from carry- 
ing a placard stating that the the- 
atre refuses to employ union op- 
erators. 

The plaintiff alleges that it open- 
ed the house March 27 after mak- 
ing extensive alterations, and enter- 
ed into an agreement with the Em- 
pire State Motion Picture Op- 
erators’ Union by which its mem- 
bers are employed in the theatre 
until next August. For this reason 
the plaintiff says the defendant 
union has no right to interfere with 
the business and to make it appear 
that non-union ire em- 
ployed there. 


Col. is run- 
series including 


% 





operators 


‘Big House for “Mammy” 


Pittsburgh, April 15. 
Warners have decided against a 
run for “Mammy” at Warner. In- 


stead, Jolson picture goes into both 
Stanley and Enright for week this 
Friday, neighborhood deluxer play- 
ing day and date with downtown 
site. 

Previously announced run at 
Warner, it was figured “Mammy” 
could gross more in single week at 
big-seaters. 

Jolson’s “Singing Fool,” without 
a stage show, holds house record at 


for 











i Stanley. 











House Organ Merge? 


After “Variety” 
week there are 13 film 
organs printed weekly or semi- 


monthly in New York, 


house 


several 





of the editors suggested a 
merge. 

They claimed two sets of 
boiler plates would do for all 
of the 18 or one might be is- 
Sued and distributed to all 
tices with the title Ol 
changed 

Mat oO who sho i 
editor ruined the scl 1€ 








2-FOR-1 TRY BY 
R-K-O IN MINN. 


Bad Grosses Forces 50% 
Cut by Free Tickets 


Minneapolis, April 
Driven to desperation by the un- 
believably bad business which the 


local R-K-O Orpheum and Seventh 
Street theatres here are suffering, 
J. L. McCurdy, district 
trying two-for-one. 

Local retail establishments are 
tick- 
These 
tickets and one paid admission ad- 
mit two to any R-K-O Orpheum 
and Seventh Street performances 
from “Monday to Friday, inclusive, 
until Aug. 1. Through the scheme, 
both houses are receiving 
free newspaper and window adver- 
tising from the firms participating 
in it. 

Admission to the Orpheum is 85c 
in the afternoon and 50c at night. 
The two-for-one plan means that 
local theatregoers can see five acts 
of big-time vaudeville, including 
the leading name headliners, a first- 
class talking feature and several 
short screen subjects for 17%c. or 
25c. At the Seventh Street for 20c, 
at nights, they can see such a pic- 
ture as “High Society Blues.” 

McCurdy has obtained the 80- 
piece University of Minnesota band 
for this week’s Orpheum headliner 
to attract a larger percentage of 
patronage from among the 12,000 
students of the institution. 


Columbia’s $1.50 Dividend 
And Extra Stock Issue 


Columbia is about to declare a 
dividend of $1.50 per share for 1929, 
and also a 5% extra stock payment. 
This means one share of Columbia 
as part of the dividend for every 20 
held. 

Columbia is now quoted around 
$45 on the New York Curb. It has 
jumped up about $12 a share with- 
in two months. 

A special issue of 50,000 shares 
has been authorized to arrange for 
Columbia’s next season’s product. 
Downtown bankers are financing it. 


Debts Cut Down 


Chicago, April 15. 

Bird Theatre company which took 
over the equity in the National 
Playhouses (Costen), has now been 
taken over by the Federal The- 
atres company, holding corporation. 

Officers of the two companies are 
the same, and there will be no 
changes in operation, 

Original indebtedness of the the- 


giving ‘‘compliment&ry 


a 
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DeForest and W. E. Equipment Clash 
In South—DeForest Installs First 


mp 


> — —— —_ 
MORAL MISS. TOWN vetween DeForest 
pe a and Wes mn Electric in southern 
Mgr. of Strand, Hattiesburg, Pinched 2nd territory has 
for “Party Girl” a4 “1 ’ > mI1sS | ine 
- i i ipe- 
Bit Ala \ : eee 
\ B » Pa I i i , I of 
Saenger i Hat \f WA » I i i in 
Ip id ad nade ir? 
'“The Party Girl He opened o ns 
| : . ‘ r i 
| Wednesda with t} - and : 
ia ) 2 
pped towr ‘ . . , 
, } Ch i 
compieted . 
» 1 tne 
When he returned the cops nab- : : es . ‘ 
| Fore i) TT Te< 
bed him, charging him wit pub niger a on 
licly advertising obscene and in. | vith the o r > >» Rockingham 


decent pictures.” 
Town is 
Birmingham. 


probably copy- 


WITH A. F. M. IN MIND? 


Declaring that sound has mul- 
tiplied music’s domain a thousand- 
fold and containing citations that 
within 10 years most of the good 
music of the world will be written 
directly for the screen, a proclama- 
tion from Will Hays urges exhib- 


itors to plug this phase during Na- 
tional Music Week until the public 
is convinced that picture theatres 
are the leading forces in fostering 
love of good music in America. 

The American Federation of Mu- 
sicians has been advertising liberal- 
ly of late for “human music back in 
the theatre.” 

Urging “cultural appeal” tie-ups 
with music dealers, etc., the Hays’ 
message recommends special pic- 
tures for the week. Heading the list 
numerically are 50 shorts by the 
Warners, nine by Paramount and 
several features by as many of the 
other companies. 

There are eight ways which Hays 
advocates theatre owners try out 
during the week. These are: 

Promulgate meetings between the- 
atre managers or orchestra leaders 
and musically interested citizens. 

Noon hour concerts in the the- 
atres, at popular prices, illustrated 
with short musical films. 

A music knowledge contest based 
on numbers played in the picture 
theatres; the music to be broadcast 
when feasible and prizes to be given 
from the stage. 

Contests 

Essay contest, conducted by the 
schools, based upon a motion pic- 
ture biography of a famous com- 
poser. 

Voting contest (involving prizes) 
to determine what persons contrib- 
ute the most to good music in the 
community. 

Contest to determine the best 
amateur music ensemble in the 
community — male quartets, glee 
clubs, church choirs, etc., the win- 
ners to appear as a feature of mu- 
sic week. 

Special music program on a cer- 
tain evening during the week, one 
performance instead of two, with 
double admission, half of the pro- 
gram Ly the theatre, half by local 
talent. 

Arrange for theatre music talent 
to take part in concerts at churches 
and schools; make use of song 
films; have the orchestra leader 
give a talk on a certain composer, 
illustrating with the orchestra; 
provide for short addresses in the 
theatre by local musicians, and plan 
descriptive dances by children, 


First 5-5-5 Meeting 





Results of the recent 22-2 con- 





atres of $4,450,000 has been 
duced to $3,750,000, with all 
mortgages and defaults paid 


third 


Fox, Detroit, Gets In 
On Some M-G-M Films 


Detroit, April 15. 


For the first time the local Fox 
here is playing M-G-M _ pictures. 
Publix has a franchise for the! 


Metro product having six years yet 
to go, with the option of refusing 
dates on a certain number of fea- 
tures and releasing them for other 
houses, 

Publix released four pict 
three of which have been booked by 
Fox. “Song o° My Heart,” first 
scheduled as a road show here, has 
been booked direct into the Fox, 


ires, 





ference looking to drafting 
new exhibition contract with 
traton in, will be reported 
special meeting called by the 
office for tomorrow (Thursday) at 
1 o'clock. Distributor representa- 
tives of all companies have been in- 
vited to attend that the situa- 
tion may be laid before them as it 
now exists. 


of a 
arbl- 
at a 
Hays 


So 


Date for the resumption of pour- 


parlers by the 5-5-5 


committees, 
representing distribs and exhibs, 
will probably be set at the meet- 


ing. 

Gabriel Hess, who represented the 
M.P.P.D.A. at the 2-2-2 meetings, 
sent out the notices 


———_ 





Witliam Collier is no ! 
ager Strand (Publix) 


HAYS’ NAT'L MUSIC WK. 


a ipl Refore 
iff got there W. E 
signed the exhibitor 
s that the DeForest equip- 


had also 


It seen 
ment sent to Rockingham had been 
The exhibitor got hot 


misdirected. 


and W. E. sold him its machine, be- 
ifore DeForest’s arrived. By dint of 
ull night work, DeForest located 
and mstalled its machinery accord- 
e to contract and with it pre- 
Sented the exhibitor with Pete 
Wood! l as rt ec. for the opening 
night 
Josep! Cordell owner of the 
Rockingham house, is also owner of 
a house in Clinton, which DeForest 
also equipped. W. E. also claims 














| 


a contract for that house, Ac- 


cording to DeForest execs it threat- 


ened to jerk the latter’s machines 
und replace it with W. EH. equip- 
ment DeForest’'s answer was @ 


junction against W. E. 
and the exhibitor, prohibiting either 
or both from interfering with equip- 
ment 


temporary lt! 


intimidation 

Atop of this is the claim of 
DeForest people that its representa- 
tives are being intimidated in N. C. 
and Texas as a result of this action, 

In Okmulgee case it seems 
that DeForest stepped in and ine 
stalled a machine in the Yale thea- 
tre which was having some kind 
of union labor trouble. This caused 
local laborites to declare DeForest 
representative unfair, It is claimed 
he was nearly put on the spot until 
the DeForest H. O. wired the Gov- 
ernor of Oklahoma, the Secretary of 
State, and the Chief of Police of 
Okmulgee demanding protection of 
its engineer. 

What brings the head-on between 
the two companies in the latter case 
is that the Okmulgee was install- 
ing DeForest to replace a W. 
equipment, 


UNITED ARTIST'S 18 
BIGGEST PROGRAM YET 


UA's program for 1930-’31 stands 
at 18 pictures, with a possibility 
of a 19th in the event Harry Rich- 
man, who made “Puttin’ on the 
Ritz” is oked for a second. Option 
has not yet been taken up. 

This program for UA will be its 
largest. Its largest number of pic- 
tures on any season heretofore has 
been under 15. 

Eighteen scheduled are: 

“City Lights” (Chaplin). 

“Hell's Angel's” (Caddo), 

“Raffles” (Goldwyn). 

“Abraham Lincoln” (Griffith). 

“Whoopee” (Goldwyn-Ziegfeld). 

“Bride 66” (Hammerstein). 

“Eyes of World” (Inspiration). 

“Flame of Flesh” (Norma Tal- 
madge’, 

“Love 
lin). 

“Sons o’ Guns” (Al Jolson). 

DeSylva, Brown & Henderson's, 

“Forever Yours” (Mary Pickford). 

Doug Fairbanks’ not set, 

Two Dolores Del Rio's. 

2d Arthur Hammerstein's 


Calif. Is in Doubt 


Over Iowa and News 


Hollywood, April 1L 

Matter of Fox West Coast chain 
operating a downtown news 
theatre is again up. Probably 
would select a legit house, althoug® 
no been determined. 

Hearst faction is said to be 
dubious about possibility of 25-cent 
all-newsreel house clicking in this 


all 


the 





in Cottage” (Irving Bere 





site has 





land of retired Iowans. 
x’s Coast B 
Fox’s Coast Buyer 
Hollywood, April 15. 
L. A. Cabellero has been made 
| purchasing agent for Fox Film Corp. 


ilso buy for the theatres. 
had same job with Weat 


He will 
Formerly 


| Coa 
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‘looks 
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like a wow!’ 
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a million dollar draw! 
® 


4/ di 
a natural from every angle! 
€ 


“what a bet this should be!” 
* 


“AND a box-office bet it IS!” 


Joseph M. Schenck presents 


DOLORES DEL RIO 
“THE BAD ONE” 


WITH 


EDMUND LOWE 


TWO OF SCREENDOM'S GREATEST MONEY STARS IN A 
SMASH HIT THAT HAS S. R. O. WRITTEN ALL OVER IT 


Picture Dolores Del Rio as a rollicking flirt, the dancing 
favorite of a waterfront cafe. Immune from love, shé makes 
overturesto all the men customers to humor them into squander- 
ing away their money. Dolores Del Rio in a gay, breezy, 
colorful role, the most dynamic portrayal of her career. 





Edmund Lowe elaborates his success in ‘What Price Glory?” 
and “The Cock-Eyed World” as a wise-cracking great lover 
of the Seven Seas, a two-fisted, rough-and-ready hombre, 
with a girl in every port. Watch him fall for Dolores. Tem- 
pestuous sweethearts, they wage the battle of hearts along 
the colorful waterfronts and carry it on past the mires of mis- 
understanding and temperament to triumphant glory. 


The master achievement of director George Fitzmaurice’s 
career. 


Big time stars, a big time supporting cast, a whooping good 
story, romance, fun, adventure — “The Bad One” measures 
up to the highest box-office standards. It’s slated for record 
highs. Fit it into your schedule now and smile the smile of a 
wise showman. 


UNITED (Q) ARTISTS 
— / 
PICTURE 


weve iis 















































38 


PICTURES 








VARIETY 


ext Contract Conference 


And Battle Within Two Weeks 
By 5-5-5- After 2-2-2 Drop It 


rhe biggest battle ever stage d be 
tween producers and exhibito 
slated for New York some time 
within the next two weeks when | 
the 5-5-5 combination will seek to} 
untangle problems admittedly too| 
weighty and politic for the choice 

“ boys 

Along with the deposit system, | 
details of protection, arbitration, | 


are a couple of sticklers which both 
sides are definitely committed to. 
Producers revealed at the Bar As- 


sociation building sessions lasting 
five days last week and during 
which the fundamentals of a con- 
tract were decided upon for pres- 


entation and final action by the big 
five group, that their agreement 
with Western Electric compels them 
include in the new contract the 
clause demanding exhibitors to se- 
cure licenses from the American So- 
ciety of Authors, Composers and 
Publishers before playing any of the 
copyrighted music contained in the 
recording. This means that hun- 
dreds of exhibitors who have evaded 
paving the tax through the society's 
inability to prosecute so many indi- 
vidually would be forced to pay the 
iax or have their film contracts can- 


to 


celed. The clause makes the pro- 
ducer the enforcing agent and as- 
sures the society of collecting the 


tax, hitherto as much laughed at as 
prohibition. 

Exhibitor leaders will reiterate 
their demand to peruse the produc- 
er’s agreement with the society in 
an effort to get the low-down on 
Western Electric’s dictatorial stand. 
So far the Hays office, while vague- 
ly promising at the opening of the 
2-2-2 get-together to show the doc- 
ument, has availed itself of every 
opportunity to keep the thing away 
from exhibitor eyes. Producers have 
gone on record as admitting that 
the agreement was one of those 
things forced upon them during the 
early panic period of sound. 

Deposit System 

In return distributors will demand 
the inclusion of the deposit sys- 
tem, in addition to the advance pay- 
ment of rentals. This angle, so bit- 
ter while the skeleton contract was 
being drawn that it nearly disband- 
ed the 2-2-2 representatives every 
time the subject was mentioned, is 
regarded by the Allied States indie 
organization as little more than a 
move to reinstate all of the evils of 
which the industry was seemingly 
purged when Judge Thacher handed 
down his decree of severance. 

Arbitration promises to be one of 
the hottest rounds, if the bout gets 
that far. Producers on the last 
day of the 2-2-2 affair voiced, 
through Sidney Kent, that when the 
life of a nation is at stake arbitra- 
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“Charity” Lists 
A move to curb non-theatri- 
cal showings of regular pro- 
ductions and to end the “charity 
list” has been started by pro- 
ducers and exhibitor repre- 
sentatives in the contract con- 
ference. 
Lack of appreciation and 
nuisance on the part of publi 
institutions regularly seeking 
a hand-out of free shows, was 
also expressed. 
tion is never resorted to. This is 
the makers’ present interpretation 
of the system Allied prescribes fo1 
indies. 

Under the Allied system, by way 
of preface to what is going to hap- 
pen when the 5-5-5 group gets it 


for analysis and decision, Kent sees 
distributors placing themselves in a 
spot where they could be totally 
ruined by the insignificant indie. 


The Abram Myers methods (Al- 
lied) count numbers in human be- 
ings and not theatres. As the re- 


sult the big chain owners would be 


overwhelmed in the voting and in- 
dies would have everything their 


own way, even the price fixing. It 
is understood that the. Hays office 
has its own little plan in this re- 
spect, that of sounding out senti- 
ment via conferences in every zone 
throughout the country. 

Score charges will also be a fea- 
ture in the friction. Indies 
are all for having the charges either 
abolished or else incorporated in the 
regular rental. Here distributors are 
again blocked by the fact that the 
Warners organized Vitaphone for 
the very purpose of separating the 
two. If the indies have their way 
the Warners will dissolve Vita and 
ido things in the regular way. Hope 
that this will soon be “unnecessary” 
is expressed in the general belief, 
also Shared in the Warner home 
office, but formally denied, that the 
brothers soon will remedy the situa- 
tion themselves by ditching discs. 
For publication, all of the prelim- 
inary conferees are optimistic that 
after the shouting the 5-5-5 men 
will do something with these initial 
efforts. How why or when, they can- 
not answer except with a laugh or 
a shrug. 

The Hays office is giving its 
printer plenty of work. More galley 
proofs than on the average big pub- 
lication so far have been pulled and 
an order for 20,000 booklets on the 
findings so far will also be submit- 
ted. 


5-5-5 


PAR UNDECIDED ON 
SHORTS—WAITING 


Paramount’s production policy on 
shorts for the coming season is said 
to contemplate 104 one-reelers and 
26 two-reelers for the eastern stu- 
dio. This is the first decision of the 
“experimental” period just ending. 
Retirement of A. J. Balaban 
changes some of the plans. It was 
intended to have a complete formu- 
lated policy for next season ready 
by April 1. 

There is no pressing urgency for 
shorts on the Paramount schedule. 
Close to 25 completed through the 
winter at the Long Island studio 
have not been released. The studio 
will not determine the type of shorts 
to be made until Paramount's At- 
lantic City convention, 

Larry Kent remains in general 
charge of the shorts with surround- 
ing organization when _ intensive 
production is undertaken yet to set. 


Publix Loses Another 


Chicago, April 15. 
Herbert Ellisburg is now with 


R-K-O as exploitation man for the 
Minneapolis district. He resigned 
as p. a. for the Publix Greater chain 
two weeks ago. 











Joseph Jackson 


Author of 
Fannie Brice’s Big Success 


“BE YOURSELF” 





Last week R-K-O took Wm. Elson 
away from Great Theatres as div 
mer. 

“Eyes” Thru UA 
Hollywood, April 15. 


Walter Camp, head of Inspiration 
Pictures, arrived here to arrange for 
the distribution of “Eves of the 











World,” through United Artists 
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SCALE CUT, 60 to 40c 


Loew’s and Keith’s, Syracuse, Meet 
Drop by Competitive House 





Syracuse, N. Y., April 15. 

Indicative of the keen competi- 
tion on the local Rialto, both Loew’s 
and Keith’s (R-K-O) jointly, and 
with no advance announcement, re- 
duced their box office scale of 60c 
Sunday to meet a similar price cut 
inaugurated by the Fox-Eckel to 
10c, 

Keith 
was by agreement, it is said. While 
the 60c top is maintained by both 
houses for orchestra and loge seats, 
balcony seats from Monday to Fri- 
day, inclusive, are now 40c. 


R-K-Q SWITCHES 


and Loew counter move 


ON NEW SHORTS : 


tadio’s shorts program for '30-'31 


require a budget of twice that 
appropriated last year, or 
$2,000,000. It 


comedies and one-reel novelties, in- 


a reported 


will run to 


cluding cartoons, but with vaude 
acts dramatic sketches, etce., out 
entirely. 


Shorts schedule embraces 30 two- 
reelers and 24 one-reelers. No pro- 
vision at all made for the vaude 
short by acts from that field. 

Two-reelers will include 
ing: 


follow- 


with 
and 


in “Headliners” series, 
such as W. C. Fields 
and McCullough, already 
signed. Louis Brock, producer. 
Six in new comedy series to be 
decided. Louis Brock, producer. 
Six in “Mickey McGuire” 
Larry Darmour, producer. 
Six in name star comedy 
Larry Darmour, producer. 


Six 
names 
Clark 


series 
; 
series 


Six in different star series. Larry | 
Darmour, producer. 

One-reelers include: 

Twelve comedy cartoons. Pro- 


ducer not set. 

Twelve in “Humanettes” series, in 
which human heads and marionette 
bodies will form the novelty 
Ralph Newman, producer. 

Through With Vaude 


Radio is through with the vaude 
acts because of claims that shorts 
of every Known type turn from that 
field were overdone by competitors. 
It is through with the dramatic short 
because of exhib resistance against 
them and preference for comedy. 

Radio spent between $50,000 and 
$60,000 on some of its highbrow 
shorts this season. One, “Hunting 
the Tiger,” with Pedro de Cordoba, 
Vera Truesdale and other names, 
took such a licking, though a class 
production, that it decided Radio 
on its comedy course for next sea- 
son, 

The Mickey McGuire series is cut 
from 13 (current) to six to avoid 
overdose of the kid comedies. 


43 PARAMOUNTS 


basis 


Eventually All Publix Theatres 
Similarly Named : 





Gradual extension of the Para- 
mount name to Publix houses brings 
the list of theatres so called to 43. 
New ones to be added are the Par- 
amount, Salem, opening Saturday 
(19) and the former Strand, Provi- 
dence, coming under Publix opera- 
tion early in May. Additionally are 
seven in construction in Kankakee, 
El Paso, Abilene (Tex.), Lynchburg, 
Helena (Ark.), Nashville and Mid- 
dletown, N. Y. 

Those given the Paramount ap- 
pellation thus far are houses in 
Montgomery, Ala.; Los Angeles and 


San Francisco, Cal.; Denver and 
Colorado Springs, Colo.; New 


Haven, Conn.; Atlanta, Palm Beach, 
Idaho Falls, Idaho; Cedar Rapids, 
Des Moines and Waterloo, Ia.; Fort 
Fairfield, Me.; Needham, Newton, 
Haverhill, Springfield and Lynn. 
Mass.; Detroit, St. Paul; Joplin and 
Springfield, Mo.; Omaha; New York, 
Brooklyn, Syracuse, Peekskill and 
Stapleton, S. I.; Toledo, Youngs- 
town, Hamilton and Middleton, O.; 
Newport, R. L.; Salt Lake City, Og- 
den and Provo, Utah; Seattle. 
Wash., and Cheyenne, Wyo. 

Plan is to eventually name all the 
Publix houses after Paramount. 

Not a single house was ever given 
the Publix name. 


a 


two-reel | 


HOLLYWOOD, 1ST HOUSE 
DESIGNED FOR TALKERS 


Warner Bros.’ Hollywood theatre 
to be dedicated with memorial ser- 
vices to Sam Warner, at Broadway 
and 5lst street, New York, opening 
April 38 with “Hold Everything,” is 
being exploited as the first modern 
deluxe picture house designed and 
constructed specifically for sound 
| pictures. 

Experts went into every phase of 
acoustics and the result of the ex- 
periments have been embodied in 
j}the newest atmospheric theatre, 
| which is circular in plan, Construc- 
tion material, hangings, decorations 





and projection pillars were regard- 
pu first in relation to sound re- 
production. 


Entrance is on Broadway through 
a lobby in modernistic French de- 
sign. Beyond an oval rotunda 
serves as a foyer with decorations 
French baroque. Features are a 
winding stairway to the mezzanine 
j}and a marble fountain, visible from 
ithe grand staircase and the mezza- 
nine and promenade. 








House will have capacity of 1,600 
with done in red, somewhat 
brighter than the coloring of the 
general decorative scheme which is 
in dull gold embellished in red and 
i blue. Three hundred have 
| been equipped with Warner The- 
| atrephones for the deaf. 


seats 





seats 


House will have a modern air 
| washing and ventilating system and 
|vefrigerating plant, and a _ stage 
| equipped to handle any kind of pro- 
| duction or presentation. Operators 
will work in projection of 
unusual size, wentilated mechanical- 





booths 


More Evidence of 


What Talkers Do 
For Small Towns 


Minneapolis, April 15. 

Believing that the town’s lack of 
talking pictures is causing it to lose 
trade to nearby towns with up-to- 
date show houses, merchants of 
Heron Lake, Minn., took over the 
local picture house and raisd the 
necessary funds among themselves 
to eguip it for sound 


Merchants have organized the 
Heron Lake Community ‘Theatre 
Association to operate the house. 


Members of the association’s board 
of directors are serving as ticket 
sellers and takers and in other simi- 
lar capacities around the house 
without compensation to keep down 
the overhead. 


R-K-0 ABROGATING G-S 
TERRITORIAL DEAL 





Chicago, April 15. 

In Chicago, it is understood, 
R-K-O intends taking over. six 
|neighborhood houses. This is to 
loffset losing the Belmont, ‘which 
goes back to Publix May 1. Chi- 
cago trend of film trade has been 
switching from loop houses to the 
neighborhood districts. 

There is an understanding be- 
tween R-K-O and Publix-Great 
States on invasion of and booking 
of certain towns, but this agree- 


ment will be abrogated summarily. 





ly and with shower baths and dress- 
ing rooms attached. A spacious 
lounge is situated under the or- 
chestra floor. 


|; have been taken by R-K 


Receivers for Chamberlain 


Named by Federal Judge 
Scranton, Pa., April 15. 
Albert W. in the 
Federal court in the Middle District, 


Judge Johnson, 


headquartering here, has named re- 
ceivers to handle the affairs of the 
Chamberlain Amusement Enter- 
prises, which operates seven the- 
atres in the lower end of the an- 
thracite coal fields. 

Delmar K. 
Hughesville, 


Thompson, mayor of 
Pa., and Roscoe Kerr, 


a deputy attorney general in the 
state, have been appointed. Federal 
Judge W. H. Kirkpatrick, in the 
Philadelphia District Court, ap- 
pointed the same men as auxiliary 
receivers to take over the operation 
of three theatres in Schuylkill 
county. 

the Victoria, 
Victoria, Mount Car- 
Victoria and Elks, Mahanoy 
City; Victoria, Tamaqua, and Vic- 
toria, zansford. Properties are 
valued at over $1,000,000. 

The naming of the receivers in 
bankruptey overrides the appoint- 
ment by the Northampton county 
courts recently of S. L. Gribbin, Sha- 
mokin attorney. Thompson and Kerr 
will keep the theatres open until 
further order of the court. 

For a long while rumors here 
have been that overtures were made 
to M. KE. Comerford to take over 
the territory occupied in part by the 
Comerford concern. 


Chamberlain has 
Shamokin; 


mel; 





Another in Milwaukee 


Milwaukee, April 15. 

Uihlein interests, responsible for 
the building of several houses, will 
put up a theatre and office build- 
ing at 6th and Wisconsin. Work 
will begin immediately on the raz- 
ing of the buildings on the site, 
which is just opposite the Palace 
and the Fox Wisconsin. 

Uihleins have been eager to get 
started before this, but delayed -by 
the common council. 


| leasing 


In Wisconsin and Iowa 
and acquisition 
=f). 


steps for 

already 

. 

That 5,000-Ft. Ordinance 

Only the adoption of a new 
ordinance or drastic amendments to 
the present one will make the hous- 
ing of more than 5,000 feet of film 
legal in New York theatres. Ap- 
preciation of this after study of the 
ordinance is admitted responsible 
for picture interests. securing a 
postponement of the city’s test case 
against the Mecca theatre. 

The case has been put over from 
April 7 to the 21st. Meantime cer- 


tain lobbyists working at top 
speed. 


U’s Meet in N. Y. 


Lou Metzger for Universal has set 
April 26-29 for the sales convention 


at the Savoy-Plaza Hotel, New 
York. 
While the convention is on, U's 


“Western Front” will open at the 
Central at $2, and the same com- 
pany’s “King of Jazz” starts its first 
pop run, at the Roxy. 








ANNOUNCEMENT 


Acts Suitable for Lobby 
Entertainment 





Novelties, Instrumentalists 
and Hokum Acts 


2-Auditions-2 
April 21 





Mixed Opening Dates 


Pittsburgh, April 15. 
This town is still going mixed on 
its opening days. Next month 
Stanley will go from Friday to 
Thursday, while Warner will alter- 
nate between Friday and Saturday. 





Al Grey Back 





A. Griffith Grey has returned east 
to represent D. W. Griffith. 


Stanley went from Monday to Fri- 

day openings several months ago. 
j Saee week Penn and Aldine went 
|from Monday to Friday. Now the 
| Stanley announces Thursday. 


April 28 
10 A. M. 


7th Floor, Chicago 
Theatre Bldg. 


Publix-Balaban & Katz 


Apply to DAVE BALABAN 
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| JEAN 
HERSHOLT 








THE FIRST ALL- TECHNICOLOR | DRAMA 


with 


_ Jean Hersholt, Eleanor Boardman, Ralph Forbes 
Four Weeks at the Gaiety Theatre, New York 


It is sweeping the entire country. Critics everywhere proclaim it 
marvelous in acting, story and color effects. You’ll Clean Up Big on This 
One. Book it NOW. We have a smashing exploitation campaign all 


3 ready for you. 











With RCA Synchronization 





TIFFANY 


with COLIN CLIVE. 


; who o riginated the of Captain Stanhope, and 
: a Set ay 


From R. C. Sherriff’s Stage Success 
Directed by JAMES WHALE 
A Tiffany-Gainsborough Production. 


TIFFANY PRODUCTIONS INC. 


J29 SEVENTH. AVE. SEW YORK Git Y, 











di 


: 
‘ 

} 

1 


















40 \ A R r E T Y Wednesday, April 16 1930 


i ‘ 7 - ~ —== 











* Chicago 








LADIES of 











besedonDavidBelasco s 
greatest stage success 
by Milton Herbert 
Gropper, 


featuring the greatest cast 
of the year... headed by 


Barbara Stanwyck 
w 3 q Lowell Sherman 
5 | = — Ht | Marie Prevost . . . George Fawcett 
DD K i D se _ z a Nance O'Neill. . Johnny Walker 
by the ty Po ea. y ie oat ~ and Juliette Compton 


CAPITOL We _ Wiican 


THEATRE 


“ OP PAE? 5 CAN BOIL NI SLITOP TOO, NIG . 
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r STARS 





_ HELD OVER 
inWashington 


HELD OVER 
in Albany 


HELD OVER 
in Boston 
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SIDNEY 


CHARLIE 
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FUNNIEST 
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NS Bint Tani ale atk: 


Larry Kent and 
Charles Delaney 


Directed by 
Bert Glennsca 
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. ostepeeananameaemmamammannne ae iaar sale at Mauch Chunk, county seat, 
° Pre-Release Defined to the Mauch Chunk Trust Com- 
é e S pany, representing a creditor, Fu- 
| ture of house uncertain, 
Exhibitors interested in film- mmmgnnet 
\| dom’s vocabulary should know d West Grove, Pa. 
So aah a te of the latest definition of “pre- Volunteer fire company has au- 
Minneapolis been installed and Director Frank | ’ a . thorized the purchase of the Rose- 
ea “ee gbne tchnan atin corneas’ lk- | release,’ one of the things ac- ; oo ac 8 
>] nents in Minnes¢ | Badgley promises government talk- | ; » ag SPS lyn theatre, West Grove, from Rob- 
ze ee oe e « ‘tcbacke iast lers in the future. complished by the 2-2-2 talk- ert Pyle. Company will wire and 
erent Wilma: “and Windom, = ent J | ers incidental to their job in operate the house as a community 
ee Bag! } hte n, vot dad down the Bismningnem, Fg attempting a mew contract center and film theatre. Eight miles 
Sunday show propositio! Sunday Pantages has bee n wired ~ ” on 1 formula. from West Grove is Kennett Square, 
shows neve! ve been permitted in j/ers with the ar! ival of the Marcus | Certain resorts and play- where a similar theatre purchase 
either tow! with Sunday sp CN 4 grounds governed by the sea- took place recently, by the Kennett 
and a ¢ nee rerio i al ‘ sons are deemed in the posi- Square Fire Company. 
‘ 4 4 té . : dnct — = : 
“ P ( ( ( ae person ata New Britain, Conn, 
am \ I : . ra WELOTS ; ain as 5 cts , Cameo Theatre Corp., controlling 
dc . o ou tooth ~ =" es are. sow houses in Warner chain, has filed 
tc ( i cet i = pi . a claim of interest in the Embassy, 
in W = ; nial , newest theatre here. Marshal F. 
to is S . reg an even greater | Davenson and Joseph Dzicek, own- 
1 - ¢ P 96 votes This is the] ers, disclaim any other ownership 
é ( se of a thre ear fight for Sun sd . Mal ac. N. ¥ 
t Fines day 1 ; vear, however ; Lake Mahopac, N. Y. 
lease: ‘ e & Muens 'Publix-B. & K. got behind the move- | Clyde O Chamberlain has leased 
th: é ( pent Colonial since A me! king big effort | Playhouse at Cold Springs. 
ie ! , g Fra Ford. ma rer ( Lin- | - one ’ ‘nee Yonn. 
i : : a alFiagaaseg: “igs oln, will re “n to ¢ ae Knoxville, Tenn. Wictutck anit a mere Se 
Messrs. olde rg, | ee | Floyd Smith, former Publix city : esx tka 
town, W. Va., and Sidney 5 i Minonk, manager in San Antonio and the |COmpany. It is at present om rated 
Washington, purchased a jot ©”) Fire in Royal, owned by O. P.| Tivoli, Chattanooga, arrived here to | DY the Pickwick Theatre Co. under 
main street, to erect 4 ppt ar Morfe, swept interior of the build-|succeed William E. Drumbar as | l€@se. 
ing 1,000 wile ” glk 5 ing, causing $5,000 loss. local Publix manager. Drumbar odie le 
sn tacit — shifted to Dallas Publix branch. : Rock Island, Ml. 
a ; | Dod: . j i Gerald Gallagher, city manager 
Ottawa, “al im ; 3 7 +t = a a Boston for Publix. Shoved up when H. D 
Pictu € ‘ . ‘ o. en ] on * ‘ aoe gg Dh cians "Gorn } rt Fire swe} through the Strand, | Grove made saat manager, 
+ a tage ennai sonal res Corp., Bruno Pieres ( Woburn, Mass., Sunday night, pal - + a 
- B ‘ spc a A ‘ ¢ dent W. H. Rheimer will be house icked an audience composed mainly fi a eda! wapias, ia. 
Sanwa, & re a, - Ms ‘te é a, manager, of the renamed house to | of children, did damage of over $50,- G. M. I oterson new Manages of 
downtown © Ot tig PO OE A has lowa. 000, and did not take a life. State. Formerly at Spencer, Rock 
Western Electric equipment ha: Over a score of children were | Island. 
- 3urlington, Ia. either slightly burned in the blaze SS 
Jewel leased by Joseph Miller to | Or_cut by glass. me Omaha. 
Rr ears ea the Strand Amusement Co. of Ot- Many children were rescued Lionel Wasson, now manager of 





tumwa, which has taken over Mil- 
ler’s five year lease with a five-year 
renewal option. Jake Cohen and 
Cc, K, Adler own Strand company. 


Peoria, Ill. 

Henry C. Stickelmaier, southern 
[llinois division manager for Pub- 
lix Great States Theatres, has been 
advanced to divisional director for 
Publix theatres in Indiana. Stickel- 
maier expects to leave St. Francis 
hospital this week, where he has 
| been recovering from a long illness, 
for a vacation trip and will later 
assume his new duties. Headquar- 
ters in Chicago. 


Dubuque, Ia. 

That R.K.O. and Publix chains 
may erect two theatres in Dubuque 
as the result of the sale of the 
musical division of Brunswicke- 
Balke-Collender company to Warner 
Brothers, has aroused more than 
passing interest. Dubuque now has 
four first class houses devoted to 
movies. 

Announcement may be fact in 
New York, according to dispatches, 
but it is still in the embryo here, 
real estate men declare, while the- 
atrical circles know nothing of it. 








A Fox West 


Coast Theatres 
Unit 
Los Angeles 





Birmingham, Ala. 
William H. Collier, manager of 
the Strand, Publix, has left. Ber- 
nard Buchheit, asst., temporarily in 
charge, 














OSTUMES 
OR HIRE 


Chicago. 
Evanston, class suburb, has de- 





OpuUCcTI cided it wants Sunday pictures. 
gorrtoveaniens First count gave the anti group the 
PRESENTATIONS edge of 50 votes. Recount reversed, 

: t& oO oO ee — the picture mob taking the 

\ \ . 
RO STVISES Last official count, with the mat- 
$2 BW. 40W ST. M.-Y. ter going to the council tonight, gives 











EBEN COE 


DOING “DANCE ON HANDS” SPECIALTY 


LOIS COE 


In F. & M. “Good Fellews”’ Idea 
This Week, LOEW'S STATE, LOS ANGELES 





| 


through the roof of the building. 
Theatre is owned by H. Rambach 
and operated by the Strand Theatre 
Corp. 


Portland, Ore. 

Some comment and admiration 
among west coast showmen on con- 
tinued Fox leadership here despite 
the national mess. Chief reasons 
are Floyd Maxwell, Fox city mer., 
and J. J. Parker, Fox state mgr. 
Parker’s one-third ownership of 
local Fox houses gives him author- 
ity for initiative. Maxwell has 
seized on any thread of authority, 
often disputing national circular or- 
ders, keeping his houses well in 
lead of local grosses. 


Hutchinson, Kans, 
This town is to have a new the- 
atre, added to the Midland Circuit 
under a 25-year leage. Construc- 
tion will be commenced at once, 





Elgin, Il. 
(Publix-Great States) has 
dropped Sunday three-act vaude 
policy for pictures. Orchestra of 
five and house organist were let out. 


Rialto 





Allentown, Pa. 
Al Boyd has taken over another 
Allentown house, Strand, according 
to reports not denied by owners. 
Dr. B. H. Stuckert and’ Oliver H. 
Gernert, Allentown. Boyd recently 
bought the Embassy here, 











| 





West Chester, Pa. 
Work has started on the proposed 
Warner theatre at High and Chest- 
nut streets, 





Galveston, Tex. 
Walter W. Peltier of New York 
has announced amusement park on 
north shore of Corpus Christi bay. 
Project to begin at once, taking 
over the Breakers Hotel, 





Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
An approximate total of $350,000 
has been appropriated by RKO in- 
terests for remodeling its three local 
picture houses. 





Palmerton, Pa. 
Palmerton, film house owned by 
Mrs. Daisy Browell, sold at sheriff's 
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1700 SANSOM STRE 


WE BUILD, BUY, LEASE, 
OPERATE OR MANAGE 
MOTION PICTURE THEATRES 
IN PENNA.—NEW JERSEY 
DELAWARE—MARYLAND 
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VIRGINIA AND W. VIRGINIA 
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Paramount. Succeeds C. M. Pincus, 
new district manager, 


Providence. 
Newly acquired Strand will be re- 
opened by Publix as Paramount. 
Edward A. Reed managing. 


Waterloo, Ia. 
Irving Cohen manager Paramount. 
Formerly at State, Omaha. 


Cheyenne, Wyo. 


M. H. Todd managing Princess 
here. RKO vaude now two days 
week, 


Davenport, Ia, 
M. L. Elewitz managing Publix- 
Garden. 
Topeka. 
Harry McClure, formerly city 
manager for Fox West Coast in 
Emporia, Kan., has been appointed 
supervisor of Fox theatres in To- 
peka, Kan., succeeding H. Jencks 
and Wm. Hoopet. Jack Moore suc- 
ceeds McClure, 


San: Antonio. 
Majestic only house using stage 
and orchestra. Texas passed up 
stage show and notified orchestra 
two weeks ago, 


Marshall, Tex. 
New $250,000 Paramount (not 
Publix), seating 1,500, opened here. 


Tiffin, O. 
Sigma theatre, one of oldest here, 
closed by Ritzler & Kirwan, Lima, 
O., owners. Dean Metzgar, manager, 
transferred to Grand in same town. 
Sigma to become a restaurant. 


Lakeside, O. 
Wiring being installed in Orches- 
tra Hall at summer resort here for 
reopening this week, Week-end 
talker shows until June, then daily 
grind. 








Centralia, Wash. 
Fox Pacific has let contract to 
build house here. 





Fostoria, O. 

Mayor Whitta has rejected bid of 
$75,000 for Foster lots, made by 
Roby & Jackson, attorneys for 
Schine interests (Fox) to build 
hotel-theatre. City council now con- 
sidering similar scheme, reputedly 
submitted by Publix, and offering 
more money. 


Lawrence, Mass. 

A third Publix house, seating 3,- 
000, in this territory disclosed here 
with the recording this week of title 
of largest real estate deal in the his- 
tory of the city. 

At a price reported to be $600,000, 
the Salem Realty Corp. purchased 
110,000 square feet of land in the 
business district. Firm is a holding 
corp., 50% owned by Publix, bal- 
ance by John Deery, Salem, Mass., 
banker, and Dan A. Donahue, local 
men’s outfitting chain head. Salem 
realty financed and built the new 
Par house at Salem, to open next 
month. 

This new add to the New England 
Publix string gives Lawrence a total 
of 11 theatres, believed a record 
quota in proportion of city’s pop- 
ulation. . 


Syracuse Default on ERPI 


A default judgment for $1,626 has 
been filed in the N. Y. Supreme 
Court against the Salina Theatre 
Corp. and Frank Sardino, of Syra- 
cuse, by the Electrical Research 
Products, Inc., on notes given last 
November for sound apparatus. 








UNION MEN ARB 
INVOLVED IN 
BOMBING 


Grand Rapids, April 18, 

Four theatre bombing here have 
been traced to union ops Two 
union men, Frank Chamberlain and 
Roe Lawton, have sentence@ 
| to 25 years for the Wealthy theateg 
job. 

Four neighborhood houses suffers 
ing were Royal, Family, 


Y 


rators. 


been 


Liberty and 
non-unlog 


Wealthy. All 
operators, 


Wealthy theatre 


empluy ed 


explosion @O@= 





|} agent; 


curred March i9 
Chamberlain were traced through 
the license of their car. Since eme 
tering the Jackson jail the two men 
have | signed naming 
seven others. Adam Prus, president 
of the union; Don Clark, businesgs 
Wallace Bouk, secretary, an@ 
Lee Blue, of Detroit, are now undew 
arrest. 

Frank Carnera president of the 
Detroit operators’ union, and Wade 
Montford, local operator, as yea 


Lawton apd 


confessions 


have not been apprehended. The 
trouble extended from Decembem, 
1929, to last month, 

——s 








Still Going Strong 
4th Consecutive Year 


Benny MEROFF 





MARBRO 





CHICAGO 











ON 
UNIVERSAL’S 


SIDE SPLITTING COMEDY 


“Dames Ahoy” 


Is A KNOCKOCT 
NOW AVAILABLE 


National Screen Service 


New York—126 W. 46th S#. 
Chicago—810 8S. Wabash 
Loe Angeles—1922 8S. Vermond 














ARKIN and DEAN 


“SPARK DANCE” 
This Week—Marbro Theatre, Chicage 


JOE LaROSE 


FOX THEATRES 
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BILL AND HARRIET 


HUTCHIN 


With “White Caps” Unit 
This Week—Marbro, Chicage 











*, 























Wednesday, April 16, 1930 


ee 


48 


— 


St decade 








—_—__—_——— a 








CHESTER 
CONKLIN 


SALLY 
STARR 



















_\,A MIGHTY SPECTACULAR 
TALKING-MUSICAL MELO- 
DRAMA OF CIRCUS LIFE 


THE BIG MONEY SHOW OF THE BIG TOP—the great outdoor spectacle that for 








generations has proved the sure-fire draw—with all its color, romance, lure, thrills, 


drama—has come to the audible screen! 


A real circus—everything from popcorn to elephants! 40 acts of a monster circus in 
the Big Top scenes. An audience of more than 2,000 ina realistic spectacle. The 


world's greatest aerialists, wire walkers, tumblers, equestrians, trapeze rope performers 





and clowns. A complete menagerie—a side show with human and inhuman freaks. 


ROBERT 
EDESON 


NICK 
STUART 


HELEN 
TWELVETREES 


DOROTHY 
BURGESS 


BEN 
TURPIN 


ea 
DAPHNE 
POLLARD 


WILLIAM 
LANGAN 


BRYANT 
WASHBURN 


GEORGE 
FAWCETT 


“4 Q 
MICKEY 
BENNETT 


JOHN 
SHEEHAN 


DIRECTED BY JOSEPH SANTLEY 
PRODUCED BY E. B. DERR 
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GUS EDWARDS 














N. Y. “DAILY NEWS,” April 14, 1930 


Spanish Armida Winner 
In Her First Engagement 


Movie Actress a Feature of Bill at 
Palace 








By JOHN CHAPMAN 

Thanks to Gus Edwards, who contententedly lives 
up to the title of star maker, and to whoever it was 
in the booking department who: signed up Fritz and 
Jean Hubers, the current Palace bill is not only 
unusually entertaining but also remarkable for . the 
new faces exhibited. 

Edwards has returned from Hollywood, bringing 
with him some of the girls he has been far-sighted 
enough to place under contract. One of these. is 
Armida, of the movies. 


Bit Like Raquel 

Many’s the movie star who has tried to put her- 
self over with a vaudeville audience and found the 
going hard. None probably has done it so easily and 
so quickly as the little Spanish Armida. Very young 
and very pretty, she sings in a small but acceptable 
voice, dances excellently, and puts one in mind of 
the wistful Raquel Meller turned sprightly. 

Broadway gossip has it that Armida is to succeed 
Lily Damita in “Sons o’ Guns,” and it may well be. 


Edwards may also find a spot in musical comedy for 
the Collette Sisters, dancers. 





CHICAGO “POST,” March 25, 1930 
Armida, Herself, at the Palace 


This seems to be Armida week in our town, and 
what could be nicer? The little lady not only 
appears in the John Barrymore “‘General Crack” 
at the Roosevelt theatre and in “On the Border’ on 
the Orpheum screen, but she dances and sings as 
a of Gus Edwards’ show on the stage of the 

alace. 








eu Fs at |S 
Mr. PERRY ASKAN 
is the young romantic baritone who made it 
possible for the “Desert Song” to play the 
longest run of any musical on the coast, now 
starring in the Coast production of the “New 
Moon.” Starred by Warner Brothers in 
the talking picture version of Belasco’s 
“Sweet Kitty Bellairs.” 
Personal management of Gus Edwards. 
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COMPOSED OF A MILLION DOLLARS WORTH OF NEW PLANES H 


NEW PLANET 10. 1 A cs 


(UNDER CONTRAGE TO I 


THE OUTSTANDING LEAD AND HIT OF WARNE! 
WITH JOHN BARRYMORE, -AND LATE 
SOON TO BE STARRED IN “CARMENCITA” 


THE PERSOMMLITY | 


GOGO D 


(UNDER CONTRAG! TO | 
THE NEWEST OF THE CONTIALTO 
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NEW PLANET 0. 3 
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MR. WALTER KEVAN—MR. EDWALDS’ 
hs duri iod I cobcei 
WITH METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER !° months during that period I cajctives 


pervised, wrote and composed mati 
Blossom Time,” “Lon Chaney Is'Going to Get You,” “Nobody but You,” “I‘ve Waited a Lif 
Me.” I hereby want to express my gratitude to LOUIS B. MAYER, IRVING THALI¥.2G 
me to learn all the angles of talking picture production. 


AUDITIONS —©"*.°f n¢2"ly 2.000 applicants during “Auditions” held by Mr. Edwirds v 
signed on long-term contracts and won scholarships in the new Edwaflds St: 


STAGE AND SCREEN INSTITUTION@ "i. Sayards announces the ee fe 


Watch “VARIETY” for further announcements. 

















AGENCY _x... Edwards’ Hollywood Offices are in a very advantageous position tofanag 


RADIO“: Edwards and his organized staff of writers, players, authors, composers, ¢tc., ¥ 
tions to address mentioned below. 


GUS EDWARDS, Hollywood Bank 


Vaudeville Bookings Arrange 











a 


i® 





Wednesday, April 16, 193¢ VARIETY 














16, QUALITY”: oon 


AUIEVILLE AT THE R-K-O PALACE THEATRE, NEW YORK 
, | 
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STAR MAKER” 


100) PROTEGES” 


NEIS HEADED BY That SENSATIONAL LITTLE MEXICAN BEAUTY 


AIDA 


f TO MR. EDWARDS) 


MRNER BROS. PICTURE, ‘GENERAL CRACK,” 
E FEATURE OF ‘‘UNDER THE TEXAS MOON” 
CITA” AN ORIGINAL OPERETTA BY MR. EDWARDS 


ASOMLITY PLUS GIRL 


O DELYS 


TRACI, TO MR. EDWARDS) ' 
CONTIALTO SONG CROONING SISTERS 


IE MOORE 


NTRACT TO MR. EDWARDS) 
TOE|DANCING VIOLINIST 


KEDSBOUT SISTERS ON THE STAGE 


TE SISTERS 


NTRAGI TO MR. EDWARDS) 
DWAlDS’ PERSONAL MUSICAL DIRECTOR 


| I cojceived, composed and appeared in the first revue in talkies, “The Hollywood Revue.” Su- 
| maj’ musical technicolor shorts. Among the song hits: “Your Mother and Mine, Orange 
laited a Lifetime for You,” “He’s Good Enough for Me” and “If You Boop Boopa Doop with 
HALDERG and my protege, MR. HARRY RAPF, for their co-operation and opportunity they gave 
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‘ 
































j 
Edwirds while playing in Chicago, Cincinnati, Cleveland and New York, 26 qualified and were 
Edwafils Stage and Screen Institution. 


he opining on or about January Ist. Building now under construction in Hollywood. 
r talett for “Stage and Screen.” Nothing like it anywhere in the world. 


yn toimanage and represent “finds” and “names.” 
sers, ¢tc., will arrange special radio programs. Communicate or otherwise address all communica- 


aik Bids. HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 


Arranged by Charlie Morrison 











ARMIDA 








N. Y. “AMERICAN,” April 14, 1930 


EDWARDS’ PROTEGES 
SPLENDID AT PALACE 


Gus Edwards brings to the Palace Theatre this 
week his periodical allotment of proteges, no longer 
chosen from the East and West Sides of New York, 
but from Hollywood. However, be it California or 
New York, it seems that Edwards will continue to 
make new stars just as long as he wishes. Armida, 
discovered by Edwards some two years ago, and 
known for her performance opposite John Barrymore 
in “General Crack,” is charming and a good enough 
entertainer without having to resort to her success in 
the talkies. 

The Collette Sisters, pretty and vivid, are as two 
fine steppers as have been featured in any of his 
revues, Gogo Delys, Marjorie Moore and an unpro- 
zreammed lad doing an excellent impersonation of Ted 
Lewis complete his entertainment. 


N. Y. “WORLD,” April 14, 1930 


The Palace 


Gus Edwards, who has, I am told, discovered more 
stars than you would care to take time to count, is at 
the Palace this week with a congregation of charming 
young women who have come out of Hollywood with 
him. Heading the aggregation is Armida, the film 
player. She sings and dances and utterly wins your 
heart unless your heart be one of stone. Too, there 
is Gogo Delys, who sings; the Collette Sisters, dancers, 
and Marjorie Moore, who bids for applause by doing 
a toe dance and playing the violin at one and the 
same time. Why toe dancing and violin playing be- 
come such precious accomplishments when done sim- 
ultaneously we cannot understand. The Saturday 
night audience seemed to understand very well, how- 
ever. 


N. Y. “HERALD-TRIBUNE,” April 14 


At the Palace this week is Gus Edwards, discoverer 
of many of the stars of the stage and screen, who 
returns to New York and the stage after two and 
one-half years. He brings with him his latest crop 
of proteges, led by the petite and attractive Armida, 
Mexican lass who recently excited favorable comment 
by her portrayal of Fidelia in “General Crack,” John 
Barrymore’s recent picture. Others in Mr. Edwards’ 
act are the Collette Sisters, Gogo Delys and Marjorie 
Moore. 

Miss Armida proved as much a sensation on the 
stage as she did on the screen, her singing and danc- 
ing receiving long and loud applause Saturday after- 
noon. The Collette Sisters offered song and dance 
bits that were also quite pleasing, particularly their 
dances. Gogo Delys scored with her songs, written 
by Mr. Edwards, and the titian-headed Marjorie Moore 
sn a very creditable toe dance while playing the 
viclin. 








fe ity GPO EG Lie iG 
COLLETTE SISTERS 

Mr. Edwards sponsored the Duncan 
Sisters, Leota and Lola Lane, Page Sisters, 
and the Reynolds Sisters, and confidently 
predicts a great future on beth stage and 
screen for these beautiful and_ talented 
youngsters, 
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~ JOURNEY’S END 
(Continued from page 21) 


and absorbing, with a strik- 
of stage trickery tor the cur- 


is fast 
ing bit 


tain 





three London theatres out of his 
profit thus far, while Sheriff prob- 
ably long since grew tired of count- 
ing royalties. 

Ian Maclaren gives a fine show 
here. So does Anthony Bushell. 
Clive and Bushell have a scene 








is to say the pantomime doesn't 
mean a thing. There are no sub- 
titles and even the main title is 


in Greek, making the occasion 100% 
Hellenic. 

Cast is made up of two men, pre- 
sumably brothers in the play, their 





| work. 


others and in part an assembled 
picture. The main punch is packed 
in the last 10 minutes with views 
of a tribe of semi-simian women 
guarded by apes and a tribal sacri- 
fice of a black woman to a gorilla. 
The ape women are seen com- 
pletely naked, but shadowed in a 
clearing, with the camera’s vision 
obstructed by thickets. They are not 
as black as expected for the jungle. 
Doubt concerning the naturalness 
of the gorilla is due to one camera 
continually “howing the other at 
There are pictures of hunt- 
ers killing the gorilla as it is drag- 
and a 


ging away its human prey, 
good closeup of the beast rushing 
its assailants, falling wounded and 
dying. 

Aside from the last 10 minutes, 


there is a gripping scene when a 
lioness attacks a camera man, with 
1 lion hunt in the next clearing. No 
doubt of the authenticity of this 


| frightful but vivid scene. 


Young Raleigh, the schoolboy lieu - where the Captain drives the yellow mother, and one brother’s sweet- 
tenant, has been brought back to] ou: of his 2d lieut, who wants to S9/heart. One of the brothers is a 
the dugout mortally wounded and he | cick jist on the eve of a battle, that |cripple, apparently the lead, who 
dies before his school-mate captain no one will forget. David Manners | makes an in person appearance at 
just as he is about to go up to hiS|jmproves on a fine chance as the/each show with an address in Greek. 
command, hard pressed by the at-/prother of the sister whom his cap- Two men are fairly good actors, 

Just as the captain disappears | tain is in love with. Stanhope has|/pyt the younger woman is rathe. 

the entrance a shell crashes | gone stale after three years of CON-|/g gtartler to the American screen 
doorway in an aval unche nuous rvice He ne to th€/taste. a buxom blonde, weighing in 

oO i nd timbel Everythi yottle, and iks the snment Ollaround 140 and wearing whit 
lark except a faint point Of] young Ral to nis mpany 1s “ | stockings to get the full value of 

e last candle on the table,| frame and the kid is stooling for hiS},1; too generous knees and calves. 

vh flickers for five seconds per . siste1 That's another cene when Opening of the picture is in a 
hans t] last thing on a biank | the captain, € xer isit Z 8 preroga- rude parlor set, with one of the 
i then goes 0 Ve, TORRES G ICtler LS 1 has WI" lsons and the mother engaged in a 
lungil Il n 1 A LiKe! ten nome fully exps i U e ; 0 | conversatio that lasts exactly 10 | 

a — ane See | Sas canes Sem & Sew, | instead | inutes without movement of any 
George Pearson, former directing| the letter says the Captain the kind. Other brother and his girl 
and Pearson supervising. One might] best loved commander of the di- friend are on for a like talk session 
say that if the English would leave] yision; that the men idolize him and | — i , "ee eh th 1 ant PS es to 
thé iulker making to th tweoj he (the boy) is proud he is in the se Bot . aa amen a 2 aod e 
men England would have talkers] same company with him. ral bea = as ak a my ° cheng ii. 
for worldwide distribution. Each silly Bevan and Charles Gerrard Only inc ident to eappte up ¢t ” b x 
has performed his job perfectly.| have the comedy roles, but it’s hard alog is a love song with piano ac- 


Mr. Pearson is one of Britain’s pio- 
neer picture producers. 

ting, too,. 100% Colin Clive, 
creator of the Capt. Stanhope role 
in the initial London stage produc- 


Casting 


tion, plays the lead in the talker. 
He couldn't be surpassed. 

And the breaks in the show busi 
ness! Clive, a chorus boy on the Lon- 


don stage, picked for the Captain 
role because he looked it. And then 
he made it. As freaky as the entire 
story of “Journey’s End,” and how 
it reached the stage, after its author, 
R. C. Sheriff, had saved up penciled 
data and kept it in a trunk, while 
the man who dug that stuff out of 
the trunk and finally secured ama- 
teur production on a Sunday night 
in London, later to take it to the 
professional stage, has since bought 








ORIGINALS DIALOGUE 


Howard J. Green 


NOW WITH FOX 


CONTINOUITIES ADAPTATIONS 








to throw a real laugh into this etch- 
ing of hellin the underground. They 
do their best, and there is a silly 
snicker here or there, but plenty of 
room around to cut. 

For Tiffany, other than the money 
possibility, it’s a great picture. Tif- 
fany is an independent producer. 
When an independent can turn outa 
picture like this, there’s no limit 
that any indie can not aim for. 


HUNCHBACK’S MIGHT 


(Greek-Made) 

(With Dialog) 
Production with company of Greek play- 
ers, made in New York by the Orthophonic 
Pictures Corp., presented by the same con- 








cern in the rented Carroll theatre; starting 
April 13 Running time, 25 minutes. 
Strictly a foreign colony attrac- 


tion and offered on that basis here. 
So little is the aim to attract Broad- 
way transients, they do not even 
furnish a program in English. 
Picture is very cheaply made, in- 
volves only four people and one in- 
terior set. It is unintelligible in 
action to anybody but a native, that 

















STARRING 


SPANISH-LATIN AMERICAN FILM BUREAU 


Now Acting as Advisor for 
SONO-ART’S PRODUCTION, “SOMBRAS DE GLORIA,” 


ADDRESS 
METROPOLITAN STUDIOS, HOLLYWOOD 
Telephone GR 3111 


JOSE BOHR 




















BERNARDO DE PACE 


A Riot with “TOP 0’ THE WORLD” Unit 
NOW—STANLEY THEATRE, JERSEY CITY, N. J. 


Direction WM. MORRIS OFFICE 











companiment by one of the brothers 
addressed to his girl friend, repro- 
duction is a roar that would be 
loud in an apt. fire. 

Picture amounts to a one-act 
sketch. Audience at this perform- 
ance was lukewarm in response to 
both comedy and drama. 


Show runs about an hour, re 
mainder being a sort of rubberneck 
travel subject, showing a party of 
tourists taking in the sights of 


Athens. Titles here are duplicated 
in Greek and French. 

Most of the footage is made up 
of an exhibition of ancient Greek 
games done in a vast stadium by 
the pupils of the Athens gymnasium 
or high school. Bits of folk dances 
by men peasants in shockingly short 


skirts and women in remarkably 
long ones. Also an amateur per- 
formance of some ancient classic 
play in a reproduction of the an- 


cient Greek outdoor theatre and in- 
expressibly crude. 

Announcement of the venture sug- 
gested that pictures might be a na- 
tive Greek attempt to reproduce 
some classical subjects dealing with 
ancient mythology, an idea which 
ought to have large possibilities, 
both for the native market and for 
abroad, particularly with reference 
to actual scenic settings of Greece. 
Nothing like it in this tiresome ex- 
hibit of bad studio technique and 
acting not much better. Whole af- 


fair suggests home-made. Rush. 
INGAGI 
(Foreign Made) 
(Silent Production) 
Chicago, April 11. 
Congo Pictures, Ltd, Based on an 
exploration into Belgian Congo, Africa, 


by Sir Hubert Winstead of London. Re- 
corded with synchronized lecture and 
music by Powers Cinephone. Edited by 
Adam Hull Shirk. At the Garrick, Chi- 
cago, April 9, on grind, Running time, 
80 minutes, 





A travel picture, silent, with some 
unusal shots of wild beasts, but 
seems to have received clips from 























FRANK 


P 





KING» KING 


“FEATS OF FEET” 


(In the Last Eight Bars) 


FRANK KING, OF THE ORIGINAL KING AND 
KING, IS NOW WORKING WITH HIS BROTHER 
NICK and Playing Publix Theatres 





THIS WEEK GRANADA, CHICAGO 





Direction, JERRY CARGILL—Thanks to George Levine 


S.—Have you ever seen Forsyth 


and Kelly? 


NICK 





























The rest is ordinary, showing 
elephants, hippopotami, rhinocerous- 
es and the smaller animals, but dif- 
fers from the Johnson type by show- 
ing the beasts being slain. 

Photography is poor and closeups 
do not equal those of other African 
pictures. Accompanying lectures, 
synchronized on the film, is sup- 
posed to have been done by Win- 
stead, but the speaker uses a plain 
American accent. 

Picture gets its name 
tribal term for gorilla, 
Sensationally advertised, 
gorilla posters, looks 
office. 


from a 
“Ingagi.” 
with the 
sure box- 


Passed by the censors here. Sug- 
gestiveness of gorilla scenes most 
effective draw Leop. 


MONTANA MOON 


(All Dialog, with Songs) 

Directed 
original 
with 
lyrics 


Metro production and release. 
by Malcolm St. Clair. Based on 
by Sylvia Thalberg and Frank Butler, 
dialog by Joe Farnham Music and 
by Nacio Herb Brown and Arthur Freed, 
with interpolations by Clifford Grey and 
Herbert Stothart. Photography by Wil- 
liam Daniels Film editor, Carl L. Pier- 
son. Recording director, Douglas Shearer 
At Capitol, New York, starting April 11 
Running time, 91 minutes. 

Joan weer. T Joan Crawford 
Larry John Mack Prown 
Elizabeth -Dorothy Sebastian 
GO 002sescrere ccescecoevcooumcnrao Costes 
"The Doctor” ....cesesesess+- benny Rubin 
FYOSSY ceccoccoccedecceccosesChe MawWards 





FIORE cccccscoce PITTTITiT Ti Karl Dane 
Mr. Prescott ...... eeeeess Lloyd Ingraham 
This is a horse opera with an 


operatic touch. It’s an original but 
somewhat stereotyped story. Large- 
ly on strength of snatches of clever 
dialog, carrying laughs, some of the 
comedy situations and the music 
“Montana Moon” has a chance for 
nice grosses around the country. 
Hinterlands should support it better 
than elsewhere. 

A western at the Capitol, even 
though a swank all-talker, seemed 
incongruous. 

Véry poor photography in spots. 
Some of the shots actually reminis- 
cent of 10 years ago. In these Joan 
Crawford photographs very badly. 
The great mystery is how some of 
this bad footage ever got by the 
director or the cutting room. 

Recording is fair but not above 
average. 

A society girl from the east, hard 
to manage, and a cowboy with a 
pronounced southern drawl, are the 
central figures in the Thalberg- 
Butler original which has borrowed 
liberally from western stuff done in 
the past. Escaping from her father’s 
private train enroute to the old 
man’s swanky ranch, the girl meets 
on the open range her big outdoor 
hero and marries him, only to find 
the sailing a trifle rough when the 
east and west don’t blend. 

It’s amusing to find John Mack 
Brown calloused, but striking cow- 
puncher, getting into tux, but it’s 
more shocking to find that a ranch 
exists ‘n Montana where evening 
dress is in order, with French 
phones and modernistic furniture to 
add to the unnatural touch. 

Picture is propped up fortunately 
in some critical spots by the comedy 
work of Benny Rubin and Cliff Ed- 
wards, surefire as ever here, and by 
the music. “The Moon is Low” 
stands out as the best of the three 
numbers featured and with proper 
exploitation might make a dent. It 
ought to. Others are “Sing a Song 
of Old Montana” and “Happy Cow- 
boy,” featurea along with some old 
cowboy ballads mostly by choruses. 
At first it looks as though “Mon- 
tana Moon” is a straight western. 
Music doesn’t creep in until a half 
hour’s action has transpired. 

Only dance is a brief tango dance 
by Miss Crawford and Ricardo 
Cortez. That just fair. Cortez is 
the city slicker stirring up friction 
between the plains’ romancers. His 
performan‘e is lacking in the polish 
and punch that Cortez can impart 
under right conditions. 

Malcolm St. Clair, who came over 
to Metro from Radio to do “Mon- 
tana Moon,” is more at home di- 
recting sophisticated material. His 
flair for that sort of thing prob- 
ably explains why he tried to give 
the Montana prairies a little class 
with urtoward results. Char. 

Jack Kaplan, formerly with B & 
K in Chicago, is now managing the 
Monroe, at ist avenue and 76th 
street, New York City. 





COCK 0’ THE WALK 


(All Dialog) 


Sono-Art-World Wide production directed 
by James Cruze starring Joseph Schilde 
kraut. Photography by R. W. McNeill, 
Described as a Sam Zierler production. 
Adapted from ‘‘Happiness Insurance’’ by 
Arturo S. Mom. Recorded on RCA Phuno- 


phone. Running time 50 minutes. At the 
Roxy, April 11. 

CarloS...ceccoeceseeess-J0Seph Schildkraut 
i ae eovcccccesccccess. - mayrna Loy 
JO8O. cece ereveceseccoseesss Phillip Sleeman 
CHRORO. 2 ci vcece ececcccccccesse- maWward Peil 
Cafe Manager...... scecesecees+-VONN Beck 
MOOG, VOR. cccnctecegstciececs Olive Tell 
Senor Vallejo.......6. esécces Wilfred Lucas 
Pedro Kashoeueeeces e -Frank Jonason 
Paulina Castra..... TYTTTTTe Sally Long 
Maria ; Natalie Joyce 


Hollywood production with Amer- 


ican players, but story has a 
vaguely disquieting foreign flavor 
and for American audiences not 


calculated to go far. One of those 


bizarre characters that come from 
abroad. This time it’s an out- 
and-out gigolo candidly living off 


foolish women who furnishes the 
masculine side of a sweet scente 
romance. 


Picture belongs to a new type, 
apparently a revolt by certain over- 
pictured film makers against what 
they regard as sugary sentimental 
romance formulas. Picking charac- 


ters just to get a_ sophisticated 
flavor doesn’t work in this case 
The gigolo hero is warranted to 


give any feminine fan a bad taste 
to start with. Schildkraut’s stagey 
performance doesn’t make the im- 
pression any better. Picture is 
“smart” at the expense of sym- 
pathy for its central character. 
Cynical attitude toward romance 
here revealed is strictly Continental. 
Americans don't understand it and 
it offends them. Whole literary 
(Continued on page 49) 
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“FIND” 
She SINGS! 


She TALKS! 
She DANCES! 


AND IS 


BEAUTIFUL 


CAPITOL, 


NEW YORK 


NOW 


Week April 11 
with 
BENNY DAVIS 





Personal Manager 


Charles Yates 
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‘A REAL “AZAttraction—GRAHAM. 
McNAMEE as the talking reporter 
in. UNIVERSAL’S TALKING 
NEWSREEL. Two-a-week; sound 
on film or disc. Produced under the 
supervision of Sam B. Jacobson. Pre- 


sented by CARL LAEMMLE. 










UNIVERSAL FIRST 
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Western Electric Quality 


tor ®2900 


The sound equipment accepted as the world’s standard 
—at weekly average rental as low as $42.28, including service. 
° 
Small theatres can now use the earning power of Western 
Electric equipment to make rental payments out of weekly income 


—without down payment. 
* 
New equipment designed by Bell Telephone Laboratories, 


and economies of large scale production and distribution — bring 


within reach of ewery theatre a proven box-office stimulator. 
° 
Supervision by ERPI engineers assures the same high quality 


installations as in over 5,500 Western Electric equipped theatres. 
® 


Service. Electrical Research Products’ organization assures for 
the life of the contract the same efficient service that gives these 


theatres 150,000 performances weekly with almost no interruption. 


* 
This new plan applies to all types of equipments, including 


those for the larger theatres. 
ry 


Shipping dates will be scheduled in the order of accep- 


tance of contracts. 








N introducing Sound into 

motioa pictures this com- 
pany assumed a definite ob- 
ligation to maintain a high 
etandard of Sound production 
and reproduction. 
Today's annouacemeat,which 
places the Westera Electric 
System within the reach of 
the smallest exhibitor, is onc 








* 
Complete information and survey of your thea- 


tre’s requirements may be had quickly by communicating 
with our nearest sales office. 


@ e @ 


Electrical Research Products Ine. 
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COCK 0’ THE WALK 
(Continued from page 46) 


idea is what an epicure would call 
“high” in a gamey dish. That goes 
particularly for its comedy. 


Gigolo is a violinist in a cafe 


where the women—particularly 
wives of sappy husbands—fall for 
him and deluge him with money 


gotten by one way or another from 
their mates. Debonair, self satisfied 
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Bebe Daniels as smooth Gertie 
Ben Lyon, the suave male end 
the crook pair. 

But Jimmie doesn't, and Gertie 
1as to angle him back to his first 
crime and their meeting place. Then 
she has to shoot him through the 


< 


to 
of 


igood right hand, the one that never 


misfumbled safe locks, to convince 
him and one of those philosophizing 
detectives with ministerial inclina- 
tions, despite the Irish pan of Rob- 





person this gig. per ingparte Or nant, that its finis 

Heroine enters the scene by at- a 1G tne s raight lane, ; “ys 

: } “ The theme is filled with the kind 

tempting to drown herself and is Pacis gall ages af? as 
rescued and then roundly bawled ve teed ab earn! —— aud cHCes 
out by the lady killer, who take if te a didi cp ne Mise 2 : 
her home with him Girl d pr em] SUPIIS 
accepts his kind offices, t a “aig : ' r 
she will make good the f stru = ; . SemaErE 
tion later on. . av a - 

Gig the same eve ng Se4 age ; 3 
rounder celebrating in<¢ , aS 
has just received 
al . on the wile f ove P , : : : 
cide. A thought come to hin He D1 nd new roadster, all provided DY 
prevails upon the girl to mat Gertie, That O'Connor man eve! 
him. insure her life for $20,000 GT teen — +} sine eae? gg = age 
then commit suicide whenever the! ;ige back to the citv. 7 
epirit moves her. H's evening clothes and no mors 

That’s the beginning of one of | ‘jobs with Gertie and Jim invest- 
those slow-awakening-of-love stor- | ing 30 grand with a kindly gent 
jes and it makes a graceful back- | t door. Naturally the gent turns 
ground. Old philandering goes on/}ot to be a crook, and so it goes 
with more married ladies, until the | intil Gertie plugs the master hand 
gig meets the former husband of|and the flatfoot closes a bit of oscu 
the rescued heroine and learns of/lation with the obsse tior 
her disgraceful past—for which in- I’y tired of sending people té 
formation he kills the ex-husband | prisor Wa id J’) end you 
and stands in peril of hangi un tax Wal 
til he learns from a death cell the 


girl has a plan to provide a large 
sum of money for his defense. 
That means she’s going to kill 
herself to supply the urance 
money. It is here the reformed gig- 
olo realizes he loves the | 


ins 


girl, wnicn 
paves the way for a dramatic chase 
Gig escapes from jail by a highly 
implausible trick upon his jailer 
steals an automobile, and races to 
the spot he knows the girl will pick 
as the terrestrial jumping-off spot. 
He gets there just in time for the 
burning kiss and the closing clinch 


and the spectator turns with wel- 
come relief to the newsreel or Mr. 
Roxy’s stimulating precision dan- 
cers, 

It’s a beautiful production. Some 
of the seenes in the auto chase up 
a mountainside are stunning. Set- 


tings both in the swank apartment 
of the gig, and in the night club 
are immense, but the story has a 
sour taste. Myrna Loy makes a 


dumb and passive role look grace- 


ful and seem _ real. Schildkraut 
manages to intensify the objection- 
able character of a gig all t t and 
then some. 

Just as well this is Holy Week 
when a weak picture can do less 
damage than at any other time of 
the year. Business at this perform- 
ance (Friday night), was the poor- 
est seen at the hou in many a 
day. Rush. 


Alias French Gertie 
(All Dialog) 


Radio production and release. Star- 
ring Bebe Daniels. Directed by George 
Archainbaud. Based on Bayard Veiller’s 
“The Chatterbox.’”’ J. Roy Hunt, camera- 
Man. In cast: Ben Lyon, Robert Em- 
mett O’Connor, John Ince, Daisy Bel- 
more, Betty Pierce. At Globe theatre, 
beginning April 11. Running time, 66 
minutes, 

Crook meller, with enough hoke 
turns to provide laughs, but not 


g00d enough for a week.in any but 
a show window like the Globe with 
sales policy and grind prices. 


“Yuh mean it, Jimmie?’ says 


The Benson Murder Case 


(All Dialog) 





il lie @€as 

ing W aT } ‘ ptatior 
Bartlett r 5. § Van Dine 
novel, Directed by Frank Tuttle. Phot 
graphed by A J. St At Paramou 
New York, week April Running time 
70 mins, 

Philo Vance eee William Powe 
Fanny Del Roy.....-ees Natalie Moorhead 
Sergeant Heath...cececees Lugene Pallett 
Adolph Mohler....ccccesses Paul Lukas 
BPGETY GPOT cccccccccvces William Boyd 
John F. X, Markham.... E. H. Calvert 
Anthony Benson ‘ ...-Richard Tucker 
Mrs. Paula Banning........... Ma Beatty 
Albert o° 60666404066 0% ; Mischa Aue 
| Sal ceoscceses Otto Yamaoka 
Burke ; a604 000% Charles MeMurphy 
We } Di k t ¢ 

This picture is ticketed as 5S. 5. 

Van Dine's “Benson Murder” puz- 


| 


isubstitute. 


zle, but readers of that Philo Vance 
adventure will fail entirely to de- 
tect any single point of resemblance 


| beyond the names of the characters 
{What Paramount has produced is 


studio 
in Aa 
It 


avail 


an original arn 
tailored DY Bartlett (Cormack 
misguided effort to gild the lily 
“Ber still 


able for filming. This oneisa 


mystery 


le ves the son’ case 
sorr 
Not for big grosses, 


with most dependence upon William 
Powell's billing. 

Exactly why it should be con 
sidered to put a studio 
seenarist to work composing an en- 
tirely new story when the conceded- 


necessary 


ly expert Van Dine has devised a 
imost ingenious bafflement will re- 





jin the “Canary” and 
jteries, help enormously to give what 


ithe sum 


main one of those Hollywood things 
Safe to say that the army of Van 
Dine fans will be appropriately in- 
dignant. 

A few stock laughs created by the 


numbskull sleuthing and simple- 
minded reasoning of Sergeant 


Heath played by Eugene Pallette as 
“Greene” mys- 


the 


is 


entertainment value there is in 
“Perils of Pauline’ hokum that 
and essence of an uncom- 
monly dull and routine murder. 
Frank Tuttle probably gaga try- 


j 
jing to keep alive the frail sprout of 
plausibility in a seript that jumped. 
jerked, hopped, faded and irised 
;out, failed to arouse and omitted to 
explain, turned out a pi: that 
will add nothing to his professional 


ture 


istanding, although his’ struggles 
doubtlessly were heroic. 
| There seems little reason to be- 
lieve the film public will accept the 
|picture as other than perfunctory 
jand unsatisfying entertainment. 
iThis is quite apart from the Van 
i Dine angle, which might reasonably 
be supposed to be the chief, if not 
the only, reason for making another 
( it i ne vv el the I 
f t the scho¢ 
i 
i Y é sa a ri 
t i s stor this | 
mn « icte 
» ak S¢ ) 

f ‘ < pel ‘ 
ind important, not a spa of 
nantic interest or a flash of 
ing femininity. 

| Sidney Kent recently used thi 
|picture as a talking point of why 


stories have to be changed, imply- 


ing that it was the best of the Van 
Dine stories, although not resem 
bling Van Dine original. After 


viewing the picture, the argument 


om Mr. Kent sound singulat 
neonvincing one 
(2% Dialog) 
(German Made) 
s Berlin) production and releas¢ 
é Carmine ¢ lione r Pete 
Die Brau Nr 68 A 
s the e be I ng Apri) 12. Rar 
© 10 mir « 
} Ashtor Conrad Veid 
} elvne Bert ..Elga Brin) 
© BlOVe POPE. ..sccccesece Clifford McLaglen 
ne an ptr rere eee .Mat! 


} ; ; vi ae : 
| Cries for whiskey and a few lines 


| by a woman are all that is German 
lin the dialog of this, while the rest 
;of the 2% is represented in a ditty 
isung in English by Clifford Mc- 
| Laglen. Subtitles are 100° Ger 
Iman. 
| “Bride 68” is one of the worst 
dishes of oatmeal continuity—prob 

bly the worst—Iimposed upon sure 
seater good will so far. Not be- 
icause of any bad qualities, since, 
jexcepting the title, it is a' bluenosse 
,;special, this 110-minute nonentity 
would react as a dud even among 
the film flops of all nations. 
The brave little 55th Street man- 
jagement gets out a libretto in an 
latte tt to explain what is dragged 
ru on the screen, Just another 

libi for a theme that no amount of 
Hol) vood pep could save. 

[t seems that Britain is worry 

bout the next generation in 


Australia so 413 women are shipped 


to settle the problem of colonial) 
propagation. 

|} Since it’s strictly a biz proposi 
ition, the dames get busy on land- 


ing and the rest of the running time 
is focused on a couple of gents 
going after one dame. Conrad Veidt, 
Dick Ashton, the telegraph op- 
lerator, is chief of these, being 
forced to remain celibate because 
No. 68, which he has drawn, goes to 
Steve Parker when one of the girls 
pulls a fade-out on the boat. 
There are miles of irrelevant mat- 
ter, steering the story away from its 
theme on the least excuse. During 
that time, while Clifford McLaglen 
jas Parker is in the midst of a prop 
standstorm with a bald-back camel, 
Ashton does a phoney entrance in 
the room of Evelyne (No. 68). Like 
a child groping around for lolly- 


as 


VARIETY 





| 
|pops Ashton is suddenly jerked out 











jby a milling crowd and is saved 
ifrom lynching by a gent described 
as an American physician. 
| When Parker defeats the element 
land the town turns out to greet him 
Ashton ends the narrative by st 
ping in front of a choo-choo train 
and the Doc, who is also believed to 
haven fallen for Evelyne ains 
qgun on mself Elga Brink does a 
pretty, but glum, Eevelyns Wa 
. . ap 
Fighting for Fatherland 
(German Made 
Silent) 
a 
«ai , 
Ar drawt Ss phe Pf 
| t years ¢ | i ( ‘ 
| Yet, asidk I ill this e pir 
ire t be §S down as s ! I 
| piece I eallsi outshado ns an 
hing t has gone before t Ww 
bi one pos ble exceptiol ¢ 
films recording | ivitie of the 
Yankee division ind ele ed 
nroug offici \\ niy oO 
P) ¢ n op be é 
‘ d \v i ( née é 
tl } \\ é | I 
é | } 1 i A ( 
ne = oO | ey t¢ ‘ 
“rom that point it progress¢ 
through q irter! iste! é or! 
of army right into Dattle 
Kivery iro t < a ost is Ss! ‘ I 1 
neariyv every type of killing de ee 
used by the armies except poison 
gas. There is just a speck of air- 
iplains shown, but submarine and 
sinkings are given some leeway. 
From the angle of regular film 
production the outstanding point is 
ithat unlike the peace created war 
| films where soldiers are shown 
marching in erect rigidity and theo- 


retic military style, the thousands of 
men pictured in this film march 
bunched together and carelessly 
which after all is what really hap 
ipens in war 

(All Dialog—Songs) 

| Fox mMiuction and releass Directed by 
lohn Blystone, Story by Harlan ‘Dhomp- 
son W dialog by J. Edwin Robbins. Fea- 
} tur ng Sue Car Dixie Lee, Walter Cat- 
| le t, Frank Alt or Richard Kee Wal 
| te Jue l ar Wt pering J 

4 wis + x Yo 

Run ‘ 6o « 

Snappy production holding 
enougkn ente tfainmer! to get ny n 
inv} ehborhood house. Dialog i 
the strong point of this talker. It’s 

jcurt and full of flippant crossfire 

j Despite Sue Carol carrying top 
j billing, it’s Dixie Lee who is the 
real feature and who runs away 





with top honors. Plus the beauty of 
her blonde presence, she handles her 


lines capably and puts over two 
songs neatly. These two songs, 
neither of which will cause much 


excitement, are the only excuse for 
this being billed as a “melody 
drama.” It is also more of a com- 
edy than a drama with the comedy 
end handled by Walter Catlett and 
Walter Judell. 

These two play as a Jew and a 


Frenehman, respectively, who are 
partners of a gown shop. Their 
constant wrangling and love for 


women other than their wives, who 
always cateh them with the other 








| femmes, 


were substantial reasons 


jfor laughter. 
Story is tepid. It has been used 
time and time again during the 
f the silent era. It is cne of 


plots which the addition of 


those 
dialog is again bringing to the fore 
Frank Albertson, as_ the hero 
sn't ich » do but put f ows 
s \ ause of Miss Lee's 
inti v the villain Richard 
Kee wise } x riend 
\ ( ( 4 es well 
\\ i es T — ppo 
t n € = i ely 
VW 
‘ < 
‘ 
I 
‘ I I ( ~ Wwe € 1 
build nto sx e*} 4 é big 
] } t+ . ‘ ‘ 
i k ai i now Staias, wRe t 
ting to a tast start and keeping up 
Lie I 


Escaped from Dartmoor 


(6% Dialog) 
(British Made) 


I lor reieasec n Amer- 

4 by 

At ‘ ‘ 
New } of Al lil. Running 
en ng 
eeeeeeeeee ne ri€¢ neg 
\ , . ‘ he 
Morbid material interesting only 

; because of clever direction of An 
jthony Asquith, good photography 
and effects, simplicity of telling and 
}a couple of seenes in which the 
acting is exceptionally good. Hav- 
ling only a few minutes of dialog 
ind not strong enough on merits 
for anything but smallest wired 


houses, picture’s possibilities are re- 
duced to the silent theatres. With 
American silent versions getting 
scarcer right along, the foreign- 
production stands a slightly 
better cl with unwired accounts 
than 

Eternal triangle, loved by 
producers, obtains again, 


made 
ance 
before. 
foreign 
with a 


jealous and tortured barber finally 
j}cutting the throat of the customer 
who has taken the manicure heart- 
|breaker away from him. 

Were not the direction, most of 
it by suggestion, so clever, picture 
would be arder to take than it is. 
Morbid side and the colorless sort 
if romance and characters involved 
|doesn't whet the appetite. 
| Three characters, Sally, Joe and 
Harry, nearly play the story them- 
elves. others being mere super- 
|numeraries Nora Baring as the 
slightly phlegmatic manicurist, 
turns in the best performance. Uno 
HIenning, the barber and Hans 





Schlettow, his patron and rival, play 
ypical foreign roles in a typically 
foreign way, over-acting a little. 

Only dialog is from unseen artists 
who speak the lines of a talker 
that is being shown in the theatre 
sequence. Some music besides the 
synchronized score is heard but 
that, too, comes from a double, who 
twice sings “My Woman,” apparent- 
ly an English song. 

Paucity of titles are in picture’s 
favor. Because of the self-telling 
direction, they are few and far be- 
tween. First doesn’t appear until 
10 minutes of footage has passed. 

Char, 








THELMA WHITE 





CAPITOL 


HEY! 


JIMMY RAY 


HEY! 35 Minutes of the Fastest Comedy Ever! 


BENNY DAVIS 


And HIS FUTURE BROADWAY STARS 


BEMIS AND BROWN 
ADDIE SEAMON 


NEW 
5 YORK, 


JACKIE HELLER 
CALIFORNIA CROONERS 


NOW (Week Apr. 11) 


ALL OF LOEW'S DE LUXE THEATRES TO FOLLOW ARRANGED BY WM. MORRIS ACENCY 





Many thanks to L. K. SIDNEY and MARVIN SCHENCK. Appreciating the excellent Co-operation of YASHA BUNCHUK. 





MAY JOYCE 
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MOTION PICTURE PRODUCERS, 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED 10 SEE |. 
AMERICA’S MOST VERSATILE COMEDIAN 
Opening Thursday, April 24 | 
R-K-O THEATRE, LOS ANGELES |. 
’ ; 
| Terminating a very happy three-year contract July 15th for the R-K-O Vaudeville Circuit 
| at which time I am free to consider all offers. 
| 
| My grateful appreciation to Messrs. Ziegfeld, Shuberts, Carroll, Waiman and Brady, etc., 
| for their kind offers which I was not free to accept. 
| 
ted |) Regards to all R. O. C. T.’s PERSONAL MANAGEMENT 
Lines When in New York live at 
4 = hi Joe Frieberg’s Somerset and CHARLES MORRISON 
Be eat at Basil Gerson’s 1560 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
a 
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Press Stunts [ 





New York City. Calf’ (Fox) in State, Easter week. 

Getting back at R-K-O for cop-| Harold Wendt, p. a., doped out edi- 
ping their rubber ball, juggling|torial tie-up with Toledo “Blade.” 
stunt last week, Loew's retaliated | drawing contest with Toledo “News- 
Thursday noon with a new ana| Bee” and co-operative advertising | 


York, will 
department. 








Send in Press Stunt 


Any heute. manager or p. a. 
| putting over a balihoo or press 
stunt if sent to “Variety,” New 
be printed in this 


Request if a house manager 
puts over a stunt of any char- 


Warners’ Shorts Change i in 1 Style: 
Less Vaude Acts: More Originality 


me & 





o i 
will be selected via the number | | 








“breath-taking” press idea. page. On top of that, street stunt, : route, i. e.: each stamp packet will | ‘ : nity 

The Six Lucky Boys, acrobats} with artist running around draw- acter, he will add the amount be numbered, and 40 numbers will . om “y ; ts . ee ee - 
playing the Loew houses, moved up| ing pictures, with placard on back. | it cost the house. be picked at random ome ~ — ee 
in front of Loew’s State Thursday] Ambulance driving around town | | ga . Fe s 
with a Vim radio truck, giving that} with sign for use of those who | circuit is at the Florida as tie-up for | New York City ind tw — 
radio some publicity, and proceeded | laugh selves sick at picture In ad Puttin’ on he Ritz 7 Leanl ans | Variety 4 la ory of a d E m ‘i ‘ 
to lay plans for a dare-devil rou-| dition to other minor matter minia ling distributors put in a complete | press stun dited the a int | la t 
ange ae oD a cnt aa ae re Proje tion machine in lobby iritzy bathroom in color Sent out mat e! a. =R-K-O |} e, whi 1] ‘ 
on Ut! mtate arquee, with one of| showing trailers on feature week ]1 ) sad al inset : . P ; as an S rs ) } t ) o 
the others in a risley position for| before. 1} ; nace al yer oe oo po ng Ase es < ct nn . ce Ww : oh ’ te = vy } Ate - ‘ , 
« >, > = 2 | . »< " } “3 . > 1 \ ~~ . - : , ' ‘ . < 
oa ae breaking catch on ty ery the pal en cadl reo jand plenty wisecracks, with picture | — pg ae “ga ites vs : rhe Until a mont Z SO ag 

The marquee-mounter hopped off town advertising “Under "® Texas i? es ee lms a calle eon as oe , or it . — - ST ee ee 

i a ma « - ‘ shah Shc . . ey nav Now it } s fiwe N ¢ 


but to the ground and then turned} Moon” 


(WB) at theatre. Warners , — j 
: ; rk City. Fleeson, Bernard Hershey, Walt 
an elementary somersault to com-j|co-operated with three quarter | , ae Fees ee R-K-or n Newark } al Butterficla : : 
lete the risley art of th ; ) ; ; . ‘ a rhe trackless train is still prov- R-K-O Proctors in Newark has aj Butterficld and Homer Mason ars 
ian —- ° e act.| page national ad on feature "O- ling a big card in the sticks. Those | Phantom on the streets (“Phantom | the others. 


Very mild stuff. ledo newspapers, first time poset 
Hundreds around Times Squarej producer has helped a Publix house 

jammed traffic so bad that the cops] here. 

got a trifile burned and started to — 

give everyone the communist rush 





Seattle. 


in “sound” are now getting the 
main play were shown. 
Tillotson has been south for about 
itwo months with two Publix sound 
}trains working them out of Miami. 


annily up 
and hands him a card 


of Opera") who steals un 
to a person | dramatics and an attempt to escape 
telling of picture Good stunt at-]| from the old vaudeville stuff typical 
tracting notice if it does not cause] jn the early era of Vi 


heart failure Idea of George Deb- i ties will be the rule. 


Original skits, novelty ideas, few 


Harold E. 


taphone varie- 
Vaude talent 


- | Coliseum will have tie-up during At one time Tillotson had 12 of ber, assistant to Earl Wadge, man- | will continue to be emploved Four 
New York City | avi lation week, wth Chamber of|the trains under his supervision aoe | shorts a week on an average, or 
Kurt Zwiebler, one of Ike Rose’s| Commerce, starting April 21, Plane |ceattered throughout the various | 00 a al é 
midgets, took a $5 fine in New York , we ill be set up inside the theatre in Publix districts. | New Yor} 

traffic court last week for publicity the orchestra pit. Aviator will give | e All in one week for Mike Sim- | Last week the bia Ades: ena The 
purposes. Midge was nabbed driy- | talks on passenger and commercial Brooklyn, N. Y | mons dvertisil and publicity di Song Plu ©} Ma s { t assign 
ing a one-horse power miniature] flying > lha “es a rector for Sono Art-World Wide, ment. This included Joe Frisco, Leo 
auto without a license. Rose act is attain, tae ee when he tied up with the Aute | Donnelly, Harry Brooks Arthur 
playing for R-K-O. St. Paul, Minr | with picking of the nearest Morgan | 5tvoP razor for exploiting Edward] Leonard, Milt Francis, Josephine 
Paramount chalked up a new| voice and mannerisms set for Fri- | Everett Horton’s “Once a Gentle-| Williams, Margery McKa co 

Rochester, N. 3 jlobby stunt last week. House | day night. Tieup with the “Evening man” in eight advertising pages in|Garry. Others were “Fore.” by Guv 


| through Eddie Kueppers, p. a., got | Journal,” 
“Journal,” is giving | % photo studio to set up cameras |] 
stamps and albums| in the foyer and take pictures of all | 


Get | kids who attended matinees from | 


Loew's Rochester In co-operation 
with Rochester 
away postage 
to kids at Saturday shows. Fox Califor 
1 to 4 p. m. Weusslene 

Stunt drew 


stamps at theatre and albums from 
newspaper for new subscriptions 


theatre’s ads with the idea costing } 


j : ; | gave the contest 
with “Union-Tribune” tying up 


Studio intends to get its break | 
addition to 


Brooklyn, N. YY. | MX. 
Rose’s Midgets and Maude Hen-|0n orders for prints in 
ry’s Elephants, two acts on the] the one given free. 
same bill at the R-K-O Albee here 
Easter Week (19), will perform 
daily street parades in downtown 
Brooklyn. Acts paid extra for the 
pavement pounding. 
Dave Beehler, R-K-O div. mgr. | 
suggested the parade ballyvhoo with 


sults O. K. 


Montreal 
Capitol, running in poor. luck 
virtually all season, is putting on 
poten men's fashion show ever |} 
; and a sport dress every night, com- 


no-schoo] week ing week. | Saturday. 


|with the come 


Forty 


Brooklyn section. 


San Diego, Cal. 


nia 


’ ‘ : ; t} Picture” 
heavy pus in | © 1$100 for suitable title. 
plenty of space, 


-on. 


| Seeking to strengthen the Satur- 
; day matinee with juvenile patron- 
lage, the Paramount 
shown here with prizes of a suit] tripute free packets of foreign post- 
| age stamps to al! kids,*starting next 
youngsters each 


“Liberty”; full page in the “Amer- | Bolton, with Wallace Ford, Gerald 
ican Weekly,” with Molio Auto Pol- | Oliver Smith, Lenita Lane. 
ish, on Reginald Denny's “What 4] Keednell and Val Sherry: and skits 
Man”; and a special edition of Jim | featuring Jim McW 
Tully’s “Reno,” to be issued by the | Morse. 

Macauley Book Co., with Ruth Ro- 
land’s picture ou. the jacket, and 
several Barbasol pages in connec- 
tion with the Denny picture, for 
“Judge,” “Life,” “Liberty.” “Coll- 
“American Magazine.” 


is showing a lliams and Lee 


and. offering 
Newspapers 


Harold Franklin Month 
Los Angeles, April 15 
Los Angeles Theatre Managers 
| Assn. has designated May as “Har- 
Svracuse | old B. Franklin Month” in honor 


Geo. Brown’s Addition a — ee ee Pee oe 


rheatres. 
liollywood, April 15. | It's an inside 
George Brown is now personally - - 
in charge of both the Chinese and Picture rights to “Saint Johnson” 
Carthay Circle. by W. R. Burnett, not published 








Box office re- 


ier’s” and 


here will dis- appellation 


— week will be enrolled in the. Para- They are the only picture houses | yet, purchased by Universal The 
Toledo Jacksonville, Fla ;}mount Stamp Club and presented | west of Chicago regularly exhibit- book is to come out in the coming 
Plenty of exploitation for “Golden | Most unusual display on Publix} with free stamp albums. Lucky kids | ing at $1.50 top. | fall. 








Three Years Ago... 


ae eee Montemartre, Hollywood 
JOHN MURRAY ANDERSON .. Universal Studio 

JACK BENNY....... weeeeees -Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

JACKIE COOGAN............Loew and Publix 

SAMMY COHEN............. Publix 

GENE DENNIS...............Loew-Publix 

DUNCAN SISTERS...........Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

CLIFF EDWARDS..... .Fanchon & Marco 
CHARLOTTE GREENWOOD...Fanchon & Marco 

MARION HARRIS............ Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
DeWOLF HOPPER........... Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
JOHNNY HAMP ORCHESTRA.. Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles 
| le ts ee London and Publix 

AL JOLSON..... we eeeeeeees.Fanchon & Marco 

DENNIS KING..... .eeeeeees. Paramount 

CHARLES KING.............Loew-Publix 

EDDIE LEONARD............Universal 

TED LEWIS..... ..eeeeeeesees Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles 
DAVEY LEE.................Loew-Publix 

SAMMY LEE................Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 





Suite 1009 





(I established the office in Hollywood, Calif., for the William Morris 
Agency. Am now again entering the agency business on my own and 
take this means of expressing my appreciation and hearty thanks to 
l the artists and managers for their support and co-operation. 


(Am also in a better position to secure engagements for the following 


vaudeville and de luxe picture theatres: LOEW’S, FOX, PUBLIX and 

4 ‘WARNERS. Also booking engagements for the Talkies with METRO- 
_GOLDWYN-MAYER, FOX, WARNER BROS., PARAMOUNT, 
‘R-K-O, UNITED ARTISTS and UNIVERSAL. 


THE FOLLOWING NAMES I PERSONALLY 





WALTER MEYERS 


1560 BROADWAY (Bond Building), NEW YORK CITY 


BOOKED SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES: 


HARRY LANGDON..........Publix and Fanchon & Marco 
MAE MURRAY...... eee Publix-Fox 

FOUR MARX BROS..... .....Publix and Fanchon & Marco 
BORRAH MINEVITCH........Grauman’s Chinese 
MITCHELL and DURANTE... .George White’s Scandals 
ee Me, os se wk~e's coven eon 

LOUIS MANN........ .«++.+.Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
EDGAR MacGREGOR......... Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

OUR GANG KIDS............ Publix 

SALLY O’NEILL...... .eeeees-Fanchon & Marco 

ANN PENNINGTON..........Fanchon & Marco 

HARRY RICHMAN........... Publix 

ALBERTINA RASCH BALLET. . Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
LILLIAN ROTH........ ...... Paramount 

ROONEY and BENT.......... Universal 

ANITA STEWART...........Loew-Publix 

SOPHIE TUCKER............Warner Bros. 

FAY TEMPLETON ...........Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
WEBER and FIELDS..........Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
BUSTER WEST..............Grauman’s Chinese 


BRYant 1234 
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MY GRATEFUL APPRECIATION TO 
MR. JESSE LASKY and MR. A. J. BALABAN 


FOR THE OPPORTUNITY ENABLING ME TO PRESENT A 


NEW TYPE OF COMEDY CHARACTERIZATION 


TO THE SCREEN 


BERT GORDON 


MANY THANKS TO LARRY KENT, MAX E. HAYES AND RAY COZINE 
FOR THEIR PERSONAL SUPERVISION IN THE MAKING OF 


‘DESPERATE SAM”’ 


AUTHORED BY HARRY CHARLES GREENE 


RIVOLI, NEW YORK,— NOW 
STARRING 


BERT 


+ rt 1 | re 


AND APPEARING IN PERSON NOW 
PARAMOUNT-PUBLIX TOUR DIRECTION (jar'tcicm ) WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
BERT GORDON, PERMANENT ADDRESS--FRIARS CLUB, NEW YORK 
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BY THE WAY, MR. LASKY, HAVE YOU SEEN THIS PICTURE? 
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| J. C Pippen Agrees to Stop U CURE ALL BIZ IN Here mn, | 
vu. sig eres mary weiss Aga in Wrong 
Material Claimed b 7 
ater 
aimed by M. Douglas COEF) REVIVAL With 3d Husband—Puzzle on Model 
y — 
Milton Douglas, wntil last week | ——— 
an m.c. for Warners, slapped an A le Pa oO * . | Catenge. Agee SS. 
order on Jay C. Flippen and the - y Off Improved Grade of Medicme Pullman Section Less |} Is a wife who models a model 
’ : a wife? 
i latter’s stooge in the act, Sidney Vaudevillians have grown Show Performer Drawing Krnes be a . This conundrum will be sh< a 
. 6 ° Chicago ril 15. ‘ 
Wolper, to have them show cause ee eae a ops Big Crowds — Show’s Pullman comeene es sunt answered in the divorce action of 
' at Hiram S5. ; ; ; . : : i 
why they should not be enjoined a a aan fn p Aopen $1,000 Daily Overhead, || *®™meunced a reduction of 22 ela re, e the 3 Melvin 
: from using their present material chard upstate, with 6,600 apple with 2,000 Bott! A Se ee ee, ee terson-Fiddier, model f Lenten 
§ pending hearing for a temporary trees. . “ es Aver-|| on a section occupied by only |] costumer. They n po j a Besonien 
: injunction. Order was signed by SI, i i a age Sale—S5 to 7 Acts for | one passenger. Effective all eget ee Bowes aes 
' -e # m sti y > s ; ; . ‘ h Inited States y - , “ ~ 2 
' te SARS OLN SUNS: eee = us off in apples next fall?” 212-Hour Performance whe —s. a together until February 17, 1928, 
| : they inquire. _ ns when t) i 
a ake-eueeel ah: Cthenen Sateen y inquire of — — modeling wife took it om 
day (12) while he was playing at the Ever n 
u e y = 
Orpheum, Brooklyn. The same aft- TALKERS HELP HERE | ‘CRAIG’ S LIFE INSURAN E| bert Hi. Mosby, the nedicl > mal 
y NS BEAT ) sby, the medicine mar 
ernoon Flippen went up to the of- yom me whose money co uldn't save “Woofe 
fices of Douglas’ attorney, E. POLICIES CANCELED | Woof.” And also Mrs. Mosby's 
Franklyn Goldner, and offered to GROOM WHO BEAT DOG Chicago, April 15 | suit naming Gladys Deering in the 
settle oo of court, which Douglas Medicine shows are now employ- } ———_ $2,000,000 alimony case. Claude HL 
was willing to do. ing five to seven vaude act Rosenbh i 3 
; ‘ s. Class} On the ground ths ad falsi- mm, window dresser for 
The whole trouble arose out of Alma : Mubena, now in vaude,|of talent now offering itself to the | fea © : ret f at be Bad fale | Walgreen drug stores, is being sued 
Douglas’ claim that most of Flip- | turned S. P. C. A. last week at the | outdoor is causing a heavy come- |, nm certain info when applying |py his wife for divorce, charging 
pen’s act was made up of material | *-K-O Kenmore theatre, Brooklyn, | back of this style show. Acts that | £°f insurance with the Penn Mutual, ;desertion. Hts wife is Gladys Deer~ 
used by Douglas for a number of when handing a fistic trimming to | formerly wouldn't talk to med show| the N. ¥. Supreme Court has ing-Rosenblum, The lady charges 
years. Douglas claimed Flippen, | 2 Colored groom of the Russian Art| performers are on the platforms. awarded the insurance company |‘"¢y married in January, 1924, and 
when he did @ single never used | Civcus, dog act, who was alleged to] Many of the larger med shows| j .. pau, {Separated by his desertion, October 
the material he now employs. His have cruelly beaten one of the dogs. /are giving two and one-half hour ENR GE SOS) Se Se TS aes. see however has 
present material, alleges Douglas, In attempting to stop a dog fight, | programs, with 15 minutes out for Richy Craig, Jr. vaude comedian, jfled an answer through Attorney t 
was given to him by Flippen’s from accounts, the groom hit on€|the peddling of the cure-all. Result automatically empowering the Penn |Ben Ehrlich, reversing the charges, 
stooge, Wolper, whom Douglas al- pth a — on the head, fatally in-/is a big sale in the bottled goods. males e con bs - ee eee TEE Gaetan tet bien ec ii 
leged worked for him (Douglas it. A "reason for the sudde icles which had been issued to/pearer, having left him in Se - 
one year until Dec. 4, 1929 gots When blame for the dog's death meron d ‘= une ‘avefine the actor in the fall of 1928. ber, 1928, when she joined Sons 
be went with Flippen. ’ was placed on the groom, Miss Ru-|town where the med ghow stave, Suit for recision of the policies |Carroll’s Revue, f 
Under Agreement bens went after him back stage and|is anxious to sce the fiesh and|V°* Drousht by the company fol- Wrong Day | 
: 9 started to beat him up. The col- 2 lowing Craig’s application for cer- : 
_ blood troupe. Towns of f 10,000 P Ehrlich is : be- 
Oct. 1, 1928, alleged Douglas, Wol- | ored man was eased out of the the-!/to 60.006 ohare thy rae pts tain benefits under them. Each vee gob ge .— ee if 
per came to him for a position as| atre through a side door, such was ]on pi Boni only pic tures are] policy was for $7,500. ing the plea of Fred Mindlin, at i. 
actor and writer of special material. | the former film player's wrath. ti ne oe egw ee Craig recently returned from mipeercl ede cctieen whe Baggs: 1 
nis tadeces Ser cain eames } ves, after viewing the perform- Susenet Whaee he bad Gene tee 6 to make his divorced wife, now Mra, tf 
to the paper, on the grounds that ogg eng -e to feel obligated and) pealth cure. : Hoskins, give him a chance to see y 
all material he wrote and that used NVA A | T il So oe ee. en yer Ie ot agen ype. i 
by Douglas was to be Douglas’ ppea ral ers se Good Sales ie Sanaa oem > 7 
property which Wolper agreed to. ~ : ; bas ho ¥” gee . 
A i Sl pasar’ tone fettomen ee eons nan: UU CADE © CUED NO ee eee ere ee cone oe SULLY, HE SELL FOR $1,500 |namea aay, and asks the court te i 
i eal ggg en od cense fee to $200 daily ss change the date to Sunday ; 
’ sega pegs nig ose of ballyhoo bet on A le a sg Barb Shop Owed $450 That Sully— Mary c. Wile, das oben girl, if 
; s e Palace, New York, week onal e . : , g ‘fe 
' March 15, requested Wolper to in Hollywood, April 15. with overhead of $1,000 can make He forget—Casey’s Free Shaves has filed suit for separate maine 
f using it, but Wolper never did Richard Dix, Noah Beery, Ea- | ™Oney: Averages 2.000 Reties aes , parene Cae, Deen SS 
: ¢elaims Douglas. ’|mund Lowe and Conrad Nagel are shew, with all conditions norssal. Dominico Sylvestro Angelo, Mus- |Charges desertion. This is Mary's 
. Douglas didn’t contemplate tak- | ™#ke individual trailers which Foliowing are just a few of the|solini Sullivan Woppo, otherwise |(hrd Marital sult against as many 
ing action, according to the papers, | Will be used in theatres throughout sa, eg ta backed by patent! Sully, has sold his barber shop in ge tet pro ine a ae = ae 
until he first saw Flippen’s a the country in the NVA appeal for pas, GS Cee "¢ ildi he can’ ert gy ype) 
week April 9, last 'B. Franklyn | Dix is the R-K-O representative; Some are planning on No. 2 and 3 $1,500 in cash from someone, but |!Junction restraining him from dis- 
cia tis Gliseee eeak tm tee Beery, Warner-First National; Ed- ar tee a season warms: Dr. | be fore he got the cash, the Jand- eo oe See 
State and warned Flippen to cut it | ™U"4 Lowe, Fox, and Nagel, | onio; Dr. Wa. Cart ‘aun Hawk, jlord stepped in for $450 back rent. 
out, with Flippen answering that igi ge RIA EN Ed "Lucas Sebinamenns pu ton As Sully was not accustomed to PANTAGES FAMILY MOVE 
as long as Sidney Wolper claimed ine ate © Paramount Long | wea, Co., Ohio; Dr. F. H Head. paying back rent during his 17 years 
the material, he would continue us- Os. Wisconsin: Dr. N. B Otis. Mis ’}trimming vaudeville people in the 
ing it. ;' Idea, as suggested by Pat Casey, Dr. Fr. H Heard Wis : De a ore. Palace, Sully—he squawk plenty ABOVE NEW THEATRE 
Douglas claims that when he goes ~ to have eo trailers exhibited in liams, Indiana; and Dr Cuttenia, But the landlord got the dough 
around inquiring for work he is told ouses controlled by the various Washington ¥ , *jand Sull—he got grouch, 
Flippen is using an act similar to producing organizations, so that the : Leaving the shop final! eae ae 
his. Douglas has affidavits to the | *t#"s 0f opposition companies would proprietor and wi i od rc. oy ae ae. ae 
ess Ghat Ge ueahestan Stamens te ant be teed, ope a he ges best bottle [apartment built above the new Pane 
using is his, They are signed by| 7Tallers are all being readied and sean’ goed shased tr a tahs peohel Loin Guat Gers ae 
E, Franklyn Goldner, his attorney; |¥!!! be shipped. throughout the ale Seah eo th in & Coat pocket, | sald, they will live after the house 
Ben Finger, now in Ben Barton's country by April 19. Fred W. Beet- he’ ~ My - by sabear taahs premade nag 
, . 1€ & 1 ) “be t > ) 
act, and for almost two years pre- son of the Producers’ Association a of the barber racket for all] It is understood that Mrs. Pane 
viously with Douglas; Bobby Leon- | ™#de the arrangements. Prohibit; , tages wishes to Gispose of thé 
ard, with Douglas until recently; ro “> Ruined Record — — coves an entire block, 
5 uke Leonard, formerly of Murray “Except at Casey. He's mi/2"¢_ reporte valued at around 
oom Leonard; Lillian Kelly, now SAMUEL BOYS SUE FRIEND oo : Rg Suily, as everyone j $1,500,000. 
with Douglas, and Percy Huber, nee uissed. “I don’t have to pay Casey 
Mayo, also with Douglas. In Auto Accident in His Car—Noth- because he’s out westa and whena 
Settlement ing Said About Insurance he geta backa, I no got dough no AGENTS MAKE UP 
When Fiippe to Gold more, 80 I give the mugga the F 
tee’s efhes - 1 ei gaers So 4 a 0 * Alleging forced to lay off for four worka. Morrison and Curtis Talking Afteg 
ter should b ttl ry pe ny = -“lweeks after in an auto collision Many indie vaude bookers are But Casey, mi frienda, always Silent for Three Years 
pen stated vs se ate p Sagem edy Flip- |} with Jack Guttsechneiden, non-pro} BOW working on salary for com- can geta shava for nothing. I hold : 
ney, “after peed “ih te be attor- |and their friend driving the car, Al mercial firms but keep their booking | ©Ut one chair for Pat, because I “Listen, you soandso, don’t try te 
wr contiae te te pour maticlah” *. | Samuel and brothers, in White and offices open as a side racket. knowa if 1 shava him, he pay /Steal my acts." 
further stated newenting ‘to G 1a Manning's act, have started suit} These indies have cut down on doubla, and I can touch. Ino touch Listen, you soandso, you haven’ 
ner, that his st Wol ; against Guttschneider for $10,000.| their regular working staff with Browna, who made me paya backa | Set am act worth stealing.” 
Siavehumsantne' tn tle olper, had}the boys also claim personal in- stenos running office. After their renta. The buma.” Which is how Charlie Morrison . 
. Douglas ori inall ts tended tak juries. regular working hours are over wuss, the Barb, has been haunt- {4nd Jack Curtis happened to make 
ing pend i ally he en ak- March 8, 1930, say the Samuels,|the ex-bookers phone to find |ing Times Square for 27 years. He | UP after three years of silence. 
' for $10,000 mer asking damages | after they had finished the day’s what messages have been left for started in the old Hotel Saranac To celebrate they had hunch af 
junction to & permanent in- performances at the Fordham, them and whether any are for book- at 42nd street, in the basement. | Basil Gerson’s and walked withe 
It has beat deus a a Bronx, Guttschneider called forjings. They then phone anyone Later moved to the former Putnam | out paying. 
ein come oon — } at — them with his car to take them| wanting entertainers for a club or| »uilding (now Paramount) and 
cease using cin teecont sarc "He Sees. Tae oo —_ = -— — an ae Indi A t’ Sideli 
; Fer ‘ Webster ave. Bronx, allege the ne reason for this manner of} Meanwhile when not crying over le Agents me. 
was , : P ‘ 
; Snat tant alee pp Raccsatoon material boys, due to the negligence of Gutt- operation is that by working as a bad businees to landlords and Casey, Wi + 
i? no pes ( we ay). schneider, his car collided with an- salaried man at an outside occupa- Sully made himeelf the father of ith Stenog and Tape 
: ede = agreement | other. tion, they are sure of a weekly in- 14 children. He claims that only hicasg ‘115 
are adhered to by Flippen for a : F Prohibiti i ee ee oe 
4 ; : Al Samuels claims he was dazed | come. rohibition stopped him from get- Busine ; ; ‘ 
period of time, Douglas will cease * ; ting t awn a susiness in the office of Mort 
¢ : a 48€ |for weeks after the accident. Pinky Former indies working on the out {UNE the father’s world record. Goldberg , “ki 
suit. If Not, asserts Goldner, they ; soldberg, inde agent, is picking UD, 
+ = iner, Samuels swears he was in the hos- | 2%@ inside are in the minority The a ee ut king 
will proceed with the suit for the|,; i gg Pine pe Pr nero 
injunction and for $10,000 pital with five stitches taken in the majority stepped out entirely and Ali Tired of staring at empty chair 
pe ill : : knee. The third brother remained hooked up with firms as salaried ice Weaver Better Goldberg has put in a stock of silk 
sind 0 aie unscathed. men with no other worry. A lie Weaver. c £ king 7 : j ' ‘bi 
scathe Alice Weaver, confined to New |*tockings. His steno is the chief 
LEONARD PUZZLES DOCTORS Po rhage ay a is repre- sca — York Joi Disease hospital atin ez leslady and he handles the tape 
aa ° = senting e Samuels. P . , . . —~ eneure 
co Los Angeles, April 15. st fan't stated if Guttechneléer Nigh’s Chinese Short lact November, was discharged two| b wna i atetation enaiei 
ddeouan oo of Leonard andithe Samuels’ close friend, carried Son Ansoles. Areti 18 Weeks ag = recovered. She is | pein 
= i ates reported seriously iN |accident or liability insurance. i. a ee p to dance again. rehearsing | 
re with an ailment puzzling to ues An all-Chinese cast wi be ued! h the Thr : 72, "7 om Olsen and Jo hnson mone 
a ‘ doctors, by William Nigh Im the first of all ( 4 1 iT 7 ee Des 8] Having a ma, wee mplete@ 
= 8 - Leonard was recently in a local Dick Kearney Recovering series of single reelers. i Sisaaiaa sala y a - ee r ture work for Warner@ 
hospital under observation for 10 Dick Kearney, in a horpital for Nigh, former Metro director, will! nfect! of the « . ae einai Niven and Johnson resume in vaud@ 
the ne a 
days and is now co . s :s. is Exp 3 ave dur ke th ' Tec ‘ : ee under- | or R-K-O April 26 in Minneapolig 
h now confined to his|two weeks, is expected to Jeave dur- | make the group at Tec-Art studios. | went two major operations at the| R-K-O ted the tea! tel 
ee en ling the week. No releace yet. i pita ot | OR -O Goan me team © 
. jporary release for the Lim word, 
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RK-0 Pres. Teaches His Bookers 
How to Treat a Lady Who Protests 


wards, the week's headliner, 
the which 


tar thought he was 


interven- 
with the 


Following the personal 
Qion of Hiram S. Brown, 
B-K-O pi! ler reported to have} femme 
berated 1 booking office for i titled Unless given No. 1, Mis 
action in the matter, Irene Bordo! Bord i informed e booking office, 
who refus pen the New |}she would walk. The booker held 
York Palace Saturday finding |out and Miss Bordoni walked 
herself assigned to the No. 2 dres Brown, from account called a 
fmg room, joined the bill Monday | special Monday 
might. At brow! reported i t morning for the purpose of delving 
ence and a gentlemanly gesture by|into the Bordoni matter, with the 
Gus Edwards, original occ sident reported steamed up over 
the “star room, Miss Bordoni is| it Result Miss B« 
@ressing in the No. 1 room. turn. 

(Miss) Lee Morse, radio singer, 
@ho filled Miss Bordoni’s spot for the 
five week-end performances and the 


was 
the 


en- 


assigned room to 


booking meet 


upant r |} pre 


was rdoni’s re- 
Lesson in Gallantry 

The R-K-O president stated that 

Miss Bordoni, being a lady, should 


Monday matinee, remained on the |have been given the preference 
bill, despite Miss Bordoni’s return. | without argument. Agreeing with 
With the show running late Monday the gallantry theory, Edwards de- 


might, closing act, Stanley Bros. and 


to move into 
Atree, was dropped. 


clared himself willing 


No. 2. Both No. 1 and No. 2 dress- 
"o> ; a Pe £ ‘a 
When reporting at the Palace ing rooms at the Palace are on the 
"aay “ni 4 is 3 Ps j . , ° . 
®aturday morning Miss_ Bordoni, stage floor. No stair climbing 


whose vaude salary is $2,500, found 


i = n necessary to get to either. 
herself in the No. 2 quarters. Ed- 


When Miss Bordoni walked Sat- 








xen eee mma can enn atm =e |} urday, the Palace lost its second 
feminine attraction in as many 
weeks. Helen Morgan, claiming ill- 


ness, dropped out the week before. 
The previous week another singing 
single, Marion Harris, refused to 
open as booked at the R-K-O Madi- 
son, Brooklyn, on the grounds that 
she could not do the four shows 
there on Sunday. Monday of last 
week, Miss Harris opened at the 
Club Richman, Times Square cab- 
aret. 

Miss Bordoni is understood to be 
receiving a pro rata salary under 
a special arrangement for the bal- 
ance of this week at the Palace. 


Andy Rice Out 


Hollywood, April 15. 
Andy Rice is off the Metro lot as 
gag man. 
Whether the former vaudeville 
writer will stick in the film colony 
here or retunr east is not kncwn, 
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ANGELINA 
“The Little Italian Girl” 
Sings—Whisties—The Best No. 
2 Act in Vaudeville 
@he sings operatic and popular songs 
in English and Italian. 


@he whistles the language of the 
birds, 


She nas a sparkling personality and 





No Radioing for V. & S. 


Application of Van and Schenck 
for release from remaining R-K-O 
vaude bookings td pick up a radio 
contract has been turned down by 
the booking office. 

Song team was offered.a 13-week 
air job by station WTAM, Cleve- 
land, 


T’S GO 


TO 


WITH 


CHARLES A. 
BIERBAUE 


ARTISTS’ REPRESENTATIVE 


NICK AGNETA, Associate 


1003 Palace Theatre Bldg. 
N. Y. C. 


Phone BRYANT 0830 


8 
fhe best No. 2 act in vaudeville. 
Sponsored by 
The Best in the East, 
BILLY JACKSON 
The Best in the babe >| 


ROBERTS 
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SAM HEARN 


The musical comedy and revue 
comedian engaged as added at- 
traction fer Louis K. Sidney’s 
“Dresden China,” Capitol Theatre 
presentation. 

Week of April 12, Syracuse, N. Y. 


Week of April 19, Rochester, 
i. Be 

Presentations, W m. Morris 
Agency; Loew Circuit booked by 


North & Flaum; productions, Lou 
Shurr; R-K-O, Charlie Morrison. 


ACT CHEATED ON 
TIME, CANCELED 


Reports from out-of-town Loew 
managers that the Stroud Twins, 








dancers have not been devoting the 
right efforts to their work, caused 
the Loew booking office to cancel 
the balance of the twins’ bookings. 

A member of the booking office, 
catching the act at the Delancey last 
week, Strouds’ first New York stand, 
in from the road, charged them 
with doing a six-minute_ turn, 
whereas they were expected to do 
12. 

Strouds were booked for all of the 
Loew time in New York and vi- 
cinity. 

The twins are reported as return- 


ing to the Fanchon & Marco fold to 
head a new unit. 





Splitting Twins 

Marriage which will unite two 
sets of vaude twins is due to take 
place any day now. Clarence 
Stroud (Stroud Twins) and Beth 
Dodge (Dodge Twins) are the couple 
on the verge. 

Stroud recently was 
from Betty Wheeler. 
Miss Dodge's first. 

Other halves of the stage twins 
haven't been heard from as yet. 


divorced 
Step will be 


Vaudevillians Now Disappearing: ; 
May Be Felt by Next Season 


- 





SYBIL VANE’S ROUTE 


Required Lawyer to Enforce It With 


Although still easy to get enough 
acts, vaude showmen say it is no- 
ticeable how many 





veteran artists 





R-K-O are getting out of it. Unless con- 
, : litions change by next season, giv- 
Through the intervention of Mau- ait S y . 
, ing vaude people more hope, the 
rice Goodman, who they retained as 8 : f 
P ; deficit may begin to get serious. 
counsel to push their claim, Leon y - sila 
Among claims is one that hun- 


Donque and Sybil Vane, just back : ; 
a dreds of regular vaudevillians who 
have won out in a 

fight for 22% weeks called for under 


an old contract and o. k.’ed by Ed- 
win G. Lauder, Jr., before that offi- 
cial went out of Keith’s with the 
Albee regime. 

Donque, husband and pianist for 
Miss Vane, arranged with Lauder to 
play remaining time under a con- 
tract after they returned from a 
concert tour abroad, Lauder allow- 
ing them to do this. 

When they returned recently 
George A. Godfrey is said to have 
refused to recognize the Lauder 
promise in an Official letter as valid, 
whereupon the act retained Good- 
man, in Keith's at the time Lauder 
was, 

Goodman got the route set imme- 
diately and the act has just started 
it. 


from abroad, 
have a little money put away 
into other 
Scores have tried the tea-room 
idea, in and around New York, 
while others have opened shops and 
trades of a varied kind. 

A large percentage of vaude acts 
and people shrinking from the field 
they had been in for years, have 
gone into pictures, legit and other 
show branches, Some have become 
managers on the ground that a 
weekly salary is better than 10 
weeks in vaude at $200 per or more 
when everything is figured, includ- 
ing high transfer rates, commis- 
sions, etc. 

The indies note a scarcity of the 
type of attractions always looking 
for work in that field three and four 
years ago. They have been re- 
placed by regular vaude acts, many 
for years on big time circuits, who 
are now happy to get a date any- 
where, 


are 


going some business. 





Tony Ferry with 
Schultz agency, 
Fitzpatrick. 


the Weeden- 
instead of Harry 








DOWNEY and CLARIDGE SISTERS 


“IN WAIT AND SEE” 


>D>eCoCe> 








Open Loew’s Southern Tour April 21 
>reCOoCn=> 
BOOKED SOLID LOEW CIRCUIT 
>D>eCoCOem > 


Rep., JOHN HYDE, William Morris Agency 














ARNOLD—MICKEY—CHARLIE—TEDDY 


FOUR CIRILLO BROS. 


STILL R-K-OING IT 
WEEK OF APRIL 26, ST. LOUIS 


BOOKED SOLID Direction: JACK WEINER—ED. KELLER 




















Phone 
BRYANT 4531 


DOLPH 





C. B. 











THEATRICAL PRODUCER . 


INGER 4x> DUNCAN 


AUTHORS AND COMPOSERS 


are now associated with 


who are prepared to supply 
material for standard acts 


Gable Address: 
“MADOC,” NEW YORK 


C. B. MADDOCK 


151 West 46th Street 
NEW YORK CITY 


wish to announce that 
J. FRANCIS 


MADDOCK OFFICES 


for the coming season 
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R-K-0 Takes Molly Picon's Short to | Double Break for Allen | Vaude’s Salary Record Holding Act 
» ) ake 
Paul Allen, formerly of the 
Play Against Herself at Loew's) i: "se || Unable to Secure Any More Dates 
‘| is now 82 old and out of show 
. + business. During his many Po aa 
} years upon the stage he inci- 
uh Fl R-K-O has booked Molly Picon’s| AFTER 57 YRS. IN BIZ, || temtaly Jearmed a trade which 1} COLORED ACTS’ WORRY |. Since avawing down $12,000, the 
| noe} ., WB talking short in its New York ’ ] , now earns him a living. en ee largest week's salary ever received 
tists : theatres as opposition for the Yid- DANFORTH 70 QUITS The act of Lester and Allen Negro Who Bought Contract For by an act in vaude, in a recent per- 
aiken q dish star’s personal appearances for ’ ’ had a bit of business in it $250, Again in Court centage date at the R-K-O Palace, 
oOn- Loew’s. which involved the breaking of Z ; Cleveland, Gene and Glen radic 
jl Miss Picon was lost by R-K-O to Cutcene eek a a anor of chairs ba! —e ee ee ae eS jteam haven't been able to land an 
the Loew’s recently when her represen- acai. titi pos ee the ola . “4 magnetar the aaa Seeiden . i : 7 oe - ; other \ bude 1b, Re SOT 
“3 tative, Jenie Jacobs, took capegneee timers, has quit show business. aaa ak i Now on oa. eee ae cee pects a fous = ; = igi ie — pga 
hun- to the R-K-O way of transacting cant week he turned over his | — peg F Aetr _ He | Supreme Court with a _ suit fied | Seeeeres ener aiqant Oy booKers 
. the deal. Miss Jacobs placed her ae Rieiediiied willie OF ‘eatin af | paire chairs for a yee lakers tee Jace Bh. Masons, wan's and sasgersatnge te. 
who with Loew’s instead, to open May ; 7 neg Pr-ayped a “+ beg recently fixed about 3,08 EEN AAS EERO ec a Gene and Glenn's latest terms are 
, are 8 in a presentation at the Capitol, ate “ ine 4 20 po - at Pat oe chairs in Madison Square Gar- i al manage inder a Dlr —— |a $4,500 straight guarantee, plus a 
ness. : New York. When playing for R-K-O| “@Drorth wit 60 in a ee — contract, for injunction agains: the /90-09 split with the house over the 
last season Miss Picon was a draw and yeing business. He says altogether business fulfillment of the colored two-act’s }OVerbead. The Cleveland radio turn 
— in several of the metrepolitan Danforth is well known in the | is good because so many act- itneedh Cine tintin | got the $12,000 on an extremely 
York, ‘ houses middle wes:. He began as an usher ors aré sitting around, out of Buck tee ty ware Pn ys all ta lucky break. R-K-O could have 
; and yng Ye ts . carat 74 and gradually acquired interests in work, practically every chair cyphecaenar : a —— ; oe Yihad it for $2,750, but argued over 
R-K-O’s talker version will be d “ “ ne i m town io tecken Marcus with contracting for some $250 and parted with $12,000 in the 
billed and played against Miss Picon | ouses. in 1905 ne piety —_— ee ee playing time in London without his|end, Team accepted R-K-O's $2,500 
acts wherever possible. As further op- ag hl egg encn a Ag pom knowledge or consent, despite their|counter offer when the percentage 
field ; postions See Dime Ten ane Laer s. Michigan For the last 15 years he current three-year exclusive con-jarrangement was added. Palace did 
have i R-K-O, through nee Sgees, SGT re wi Western Vaude- Barton Near Contempt tract with R-K-O does not terminate | $45,000 that week against an aver- 
other booked Maurice Schwartz, male con- oa nted with the estern Vau until September, 1931. age week’s gross of $28,000. 
nome temporary of Miss Picon on New ville. Ae, Cy wT oat add R-K-O's contract with the team John Royal, formerly with R-K-O 
at @ York's east side, for a route at $2,-]. . - a ah yr woe ee a James Barton has been ordered was upheld by the N. Y. Supreme|(Keith’s), and now mana; er a sta 
n 10 500 weekty. Pe es seen Oe ssi eae se aeem ounean iby the N. Y. Supreme Court to show | Court recently as was Marcus’ per- | tion W T AM Cleve land, t) rough 
more ary 1s $3,500. blood,” Danforth says. lca ise why he should not be held sonal agreement with them, when|which Gene and Glenn broadcast, is 
clud- ae. aay icheeciealbaipiiiontaaiananaiag! lin contempt for failure to pay cer- Buck and Bubbles applied for in- oegrder as the one who jacked up 
imis- . . ‘ ti i alimony to his wife, Ottilia junction against inte rference from |the team’s price to where the book- j 
Letter Writer Aired Loop Reunion in N. Y. pase : : Spire © sty eeeroue, R-K-O, William Morris, ers refused oO listen. Glenn was i 
f the sees: Wien wabeiins th: San snes from whom the comedian is legally | Nat Nazarro and Louis H. Saper. formerly of Fora and Glenn in 
oking =a wank April 25 for 2 tale sh tht separated since January, 1926. Marcus, New York hotel man, se- ve pba and Glenn Pig ~ — 
four Chicago, April 15. Paramount, New York. With’ Paui Mrs. Barton has filed suit and| cured Buck and Bubbles’ contract ne LP sri # te: “yf Ran, oO by 
pwns Walter Howard, of “Cowhay Rev- Ash m cing there that week, en-| claims the comic to be $1,500 in from Nat Nazarro at a referee's} °''. “'t28erald and Bill Jacobs. 
many els,” Tishman-O'Neal act, was diS-| > .-ement will be built up as a re-|arrears. By the separation order| auction when the latter went bank- : 
| whe missed last week for inciting race! jion of a once well known western | Barton was to pay his wife $150 ajrupt. Team’s R-K-O salary is Joe Marks Back : 
any- prejudice. picture house combination. week. $850, out of which, as per the per- Joe Marks, comedian, returned to 
At Memphis Howard sent open While Miss Kane’s pictures have The order calls for the comic’s| sonal contract, the team pay Mar-]| New York last week after two vears . 
einen letters to the dailies condemning] been for Par, her recent stage play- | answer in court today (Wednes-| cus $250 weekly. Marcus obtained} in Europe. { 
lie several acts because of their re-|ing has been in the R-K-O vaude | day). Mrs. Barton is represe nted | the contract for what he now re- He opens at the Coliseum (R-K- : 
ligion. | theatres, iby Attorney Julius Kendler. } ceives from the team in one week. O), New York, today (Wednesday). ' 
: 
” 
q 
4 
ENTIRE | ROUTE | WITH | R-K-O | 
| AMERICA 1930 |\Week June 7—Vacation. | Week Nov. 1—Portland. 
; Week April 12—Coliseum, Last; “ “ — 14—Vacation. ’ _ 8—En Route 
Half. “ - 21—Vacation. ie 12—Golden Gate,| 
- “ —§19—Kenmore, Flush+; “ “ 28—Vacation. San Francisco. | 
R . ing. | “ July 5 —Vacation. S “  19—-Oakland. 
eturning - “ = 26—Albee, B’klyn. | « “  42- Vacation. 7 “ 27—Hill Street, Los| 
- May 3—Fordham, 86 St. |} “ 49—Vacation. # Angeles. 
= “ 10—58th St., Jeffer- | “ “ 26—Vacation. ; Dec. 5—San Diego. 
} son. | P - a 12—En Route 


4 “ Aug. 2—Madison, Chester i ” es 
: HOME SS Begalece Ve. “OPS erecuse . 
‘ a ” = 16—Rochester. ; 





“ | 1 
. 31—8ist St., Ist half is “ 923--Cleveland. - F 1931 
eet | ERT AAEPE TL LTO REE RA ARLE ICE “i = 30—Palace, Chicago. a an. F sar cnn 
TO | SCOTLAND 8 Sept. 6—Minneapolis. 5 a 17—St. Louis. 
4 « 13—St. Paul. | 4 ” 24—En Route 
“ = 22—W innipeg. se a 30—Oklahoma City ; 





“9 “  28—En Route (3 days). 
“ Oct. 3—Spokane. “ Feb. 3—Ft. Worth. 
ee - or < = “ “  41—Vancouver. s“ “  13—Dallas. 
“ “ 18—Seattle. e “ — 20—San Antonio. 
“ 25—Tacoma. . “ — 27—Houston. 


AFTER A “Mar. 6—New Orleans. 
nig ~ 16—Atlanta. 


: 10 MONTHS’ SUCCESSFUL | ENGLAND “  # 23--Birmingham. 


30—Charlotte, Last 
Half. 


“ Apr. n Rew 
TOUR AROUND THE WORLDI: : ag 
An International Headline COMEDY ACT “ May ‘Bi ffalo 


“THEN THE “THEN THE a el 
FUN BEGAN” JOE. FUN BEGAN” [| SOUTH AFRICA | AUSTRALIA | 


MARK S§ and CQ. owe 


R-K-O REPRESENTATIVE—CHAS. H. ALLEN Foreign—REEVES & LAMPORT 






































FRITZ and JEAN 


HUBERT 


“REALISTIC INEBRIATES” 





R-K-O PALACE—NOW 
This Week (April 12) New York 
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Options Asked of Acts for Next 








Season Suggests Vaude Opposish 





+ 
— —_--— vv 
| , ' 
All acts booked by R-K-O for| Splits and Reumons 
time during what remains of the} 
current season will be asked, whe n| - - 
signing contracts, to give the cir-| Mayo and Bobbie have split as 
cuit 30-day options on their servV-j|team. George Mayo now with Char- 
ices for the new season. = rough |iotte Woodruff. fron legit, 2-act. 
protective options, R-K-O is appar- Anger and Corday have dissolved 
ently attempting to prepare fot €! with Anger teaming with Tudor 
threatened invasion of the Vv idé¢ | Dunbar (Dunbar and Sexton). 
act-buying field ms OLRer Chai McGee and Maloney have reteam- 
R-K-O no velieved to Ave... after several years separated 
more than 30 acts booked and signed They will head a new production 
wat gg ag act for Lee S*ewart with Rosamond 
For the past week or so the book-|,, ‘ 
. : Russell in support. 
ing office has been requesting acts 


to issue 60-day options. At a meet- 
ing Monday, from accounts, the op- 
tional period was lowered to 30 
days upon a declaration that the 
bookers should know whether or not 
an act is wanted in that time. 

Publix is grabbing as many com- 
edy turns as it considers it can find 
room for next season. Rate at 
which Publix is buying is moderate, 
but considered dangerous for 
R-K-O's safety in the comedy act 
supply, while should Publix gain in- 
formation as to how much Publix 
vaude time there will be next fall 
and winter, R-K-O would have a 
battle for material on its hands, 

Comedy acts haven't the exclusive 
hold on the circuit booking compe- 
tition, although the bookers are 
concentrating mainly on that type, 
in probable belief that comedy acts 
will be an even more important part 
of the fast, short vaude bills of the 
future than the long bills of the 
past. 


3-Cornered Benefit 


San Francisco, April 15. 

Three benefit shows at one crack 
is plan here this year with the an- 
nouncement that the N.V.A., Shrine 
and Press Club Ruckus will be a 
joint midnight matinee affair to be 
held in the Fox April 26. 

Pat Casey was here and com- 
pleted arrangements for tie N.V.A.’s 
participation, 





Jerume and Herbert are again a 
team. They split several vears ago. 
After. the split Jerome did an act 
with his daughter, Elizabeth, whose 
recent marriage and retirement dis- 
solved the latter combo. 

Ethel Sinclair and Jean Ford, who 
split about three years ago, have re- 
united are breaking in a new 
two-act. 


Eddie Dowling’s “Find” 


One of the turns on the N. V. A. 
benefit bill at the Metropolitan, 
New York, night of May 4, may be 
a two-act composed of former Gov. 
Alfred E. Smith and Eddie Dowling. 

If it goes through, Smith and 
Dowling will begin rehearsals next 
week. 


and 


Joe Leddy’s Job 
Joe Leddy, of Leddy and Smith, 
bookers, retired from the agency, is 
connected with an automobile motor 
corporation. 
Leddy had 
years. 


been a booker for 19 





“The Voice” on Stage 

Tom Kennedy, former agent and 
lately known as the “Voice of R-K- 
O” in the circuit’s weekly NBC 
broadcasts, is making a brief return 
to vaude. 

He opens next week on an Inter- 
state route. 





RUTH 
LEAVITT and LOCKWOOD 
In “Hit-Bits of 1930” 


DOUG 


With Ted Eddy and Band, the 
Seven Hayden Gloria Girls, Shirley 
McIntyre and Gattison Jones and 
Elsie Elliott. 

Now (week of April 12), R.-K.-O. 
Palace, New York. 

Direction CHAS. H. ALLEN 





| No Vande in Coney? 


R-K-O’s Tilyou, Coney Island, 
vaude for the summer in the past, 
may retain its winter straight pic- 
ture show for the summer, 

Circuit figures a three-hour show 
would be necessary with vaude 
added, against the usual two-hour 
straight film bill, with more turn- 
over available on the shorter sched- 
ule. Coney Island theatres do a 
Times Square type of rolling busi- 
ness when the season is on. 





F. & M. Drops Line in Test 
Los Angeles, April 15. 


Fanchon and Marco will produce 
a six act vaude unit without scenery 
under name of “Talents Idea.” 
Should it meet with favor, more of 
this type of units minus chorus girls 
will be sent out, 

“Talents” is scheduled 
from Pasadena, May 15. 


to start 





VAUDE SLAMMED BY 
B. & K. IN EVANSTON 


Evanston, [il April 15. 
One sheets slamming vaudeville 
and boosting talking pictures, were 
handed out here under instructions 
of Balaban & Katz, it is said. 
These stated 





sheets 
never hag 
the attempt to revive it is only so 
talk. It 
all that vaudeville is 


much meaningless warns 


out of date. 


This, it cries in large type, is under- 
stood by all 

It goes on to state that talking 
pictures are much better and far 
superior to vaudeville, or any other 
old entertainment. 

This appears to be the upshot of 
the theatre operators’ attempt to 
put over Sunday shows here. They 
state “when permission is granted 
for Sunday theatre entertainment 
we are asured of fine motion picture 
entertainment without vaudeville.” 

The matter of Sundays was forced 


theatre operators. 


before the Common Council after 
a recount B. & K. secured. It was 
at first count beaten by 50, but 


upon a recount Sunday shows were 
favored by 87. This town’s the 
fashionable suburb of Chicago. 


Operatic Tenor Wiser 





Torcum Bazazian, operatic tenor, 
recently in vaudeville, has decided 
to abandon his classical ideas. Last 
week he broke in a new two-act 
using a straight man and himself 
as a slapstick hokum comedian. 

Present day vaude not fertile soil 
for operatics, he found. 


Loop’s N.V.A. $2.50 Show 


Chicago, April 15. 





N. V. A. benefit will be held at 
the Oriental, midnight, Saturday, 
May 3, under direction of Andy 
Talbot. Price for main floor seats, 


$2.50, instead of $5 as in the past. 
Balcony scaled to $1. 
Collections will be taken at all 





vaude houses during the week. 


vaudeville } 
p } 
been liked here and that 


FOUR-A-DAY NO 
R-K-0 PANIC 
ON COAST 


Los Angeles, April 1: 
Four-a-day policy current in the 
entire coast division of R-K-O is 
flopping, seems to be the opinion 


out here. In a number of towns, 
including Oakland, San Diego and 
Salt Lake, biz has dropped off fro 
reports. 

Following a recent inspection tour 
in the northwest made by Charles 
Freeman, R-K-O's western booking 
chief, Tacoma and Spokane, former- 
ly full week stands playing the in- 
tact units, are being cut to three 
days starting next week. This is 
considered an indication of what 
may follow in other western towns 
unless the four-a-day policy is ad- 
justed. 

Reported contention of house 
managers in these towns is that 
failure of four-a-day is caused by 
creation of “spills” at the wrong 
time of day. Managers believe it 
even would be wise to close small 
town houses during the dinner lull, 
between 5 and 6:30, so as to get a 
better break on turnovers. Dinner 
hour shutdown, tried in other parts 
of the country, has never been at- 
tempted around the coast, except 
on two-a-day. 

Reaction of the acts is another 
thing the managers squawk about. 
Strenuous performers such as acroe- 
bats and dancers have been com- 
plaining, claiming it’s tough enough 
doing four shows without having to 
play to empty seats. 


Missed Show—Fired 


Chicago, April 15. 
Don Roberts, in Publix unit, 
“Modes and Models,” at the Chie 
cago last week, was dismissed. 
He failed to show for an aftere 
noon performance. 





























MISS LEE MORSE 


“AT HOME TO HER FRIENDS” 
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REMICKS SURE FIRE HITS! 














(But It Never Gets B ‘ © 


ack To You) 


BY JOE YOUNG & HARRY WARREN 
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HEART GROW FONDER 


(For Somebody JAD, 


LYRIC BY LEWIS & YOUNG - MUSIC BY HARRY WA 


ALL MATERIAL READY- 


WRITE - WIRE - PHONE -CALL /! 


BY LEWIS AND YOUNG & WARREN - 


REMICK MUSIC CORP 


29 West 46%Sveet Jerome Keit + President New York: City 
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5) MINS. ONLY ON 


BEST SOCKS IN 
4 R-K-0 ACTS 


R-K-O's wester! yrpheum) four 
act road snows booked in New 
York by Charlie Freeman, are be- 
ing trimmed to run under an hour, 
with the average set time limit to | ; 
be about 50 minutes per perform- 
ance. Time reducing process in- 
volves orders to all acts to to 

° . yf 
the punch quickly, give die’ send 
portions of their turns only and| 
consecutively, with all stalling, bow | 


copping and “milking” out. 
Time allotments in Fréeman’s 
western bills are made according 


to the strength and type of the acts. 


While one act on the bill is: doing 
20 minutes, another or others. will 
run 10 minutes or less But the 
total cannot exceed 50 minutes 
Under this arrangement the slow 
moments are out of each act, with! 
all acts cut to a time minimum and 


‘em and run. 

arn theatres playing 
are now able to plan 
months in advance, 
with assurance that the stage 
will finish at a set time. In the old 
days vaude managers were ignorant 


expected to hit 
R-K-O's weste 
the road bills 


their programs 


of the running time of their bills 
until after the first performance, 
and often all of the necessary cut- 


ting was not accomplished until half 
the week was over. 


end | 


|} cadilly is in 


| top, 


jliam Elson 








| turning to 





Rochester, N. Y., April 15. 

Vaude is washed 
eadilly. Tried first at 
50c, but a flop. 


40c top, then 

week, reopen- 
“Mammy,” re- 
policy at 50c. 


House closed for a 
ing April 18 with 
all-sound 
Regent, other 
60c, but 


Eastman and 


lix houses ire getting Pic- 


at 60c 
at 


houses on both sides 


R-K-O 


all sound. 


vaude 
ind 


35c top, 


Temple nearby, 


Dick Bergen Elevated 


Chicago, April 15. 
Publix-Great States booking posi- 
tion in the R-K-O office made 
vacant by the. resignation of Wil- 


will be filled by Richard 


Bergen of the R-K-O staff. 
For three years Bergen has 
handled the association a 


MEYERS BROS. NOT REUNITED 


Walter and Eddie Meyers 
reuniting for vaude biz as reported. 

Walter is opening his own agency 
in the Bond building, New York. 


are not 


Eddie remains with the William 
Morris agency, handling foreign 
'contracts. His contract with Morris 


until July 1. 


does not expire 








Two-Day Ore, Stand 


Salem, Ore., April 15. 
Bligh’s Capitol, in straight pic- 
tures for a long spell, goes vaude 


this week to play the R-K-O west- 





ee ern (Orpheum) road shows Satur- 
Quebec Quitting day and Sunday each week. 
, . This two-day stand will fall be- 
Quebec, April 15. . ¥ . 
” ; ee f tween Portland, Ore., and San Fran- 
Week of April 26 will be the last], —- 
L . y cisco on the Orph road route, 
this season for vaude at the R-K-O- eas by 
svoked Auditorium. House goes 
straight pictures the following Acts Out of Fox's Walker 
week. Walker, Brooklyn, Fox operated, 
Quebec resumed vaude this season | will drop vaude in two weeks, for 
after a two-year lapse. straight picture. 
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Marcus Loew 
BOOKING AGENCY 


General Executive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
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’ BRYANT 7800 NEW YORK CITY 


J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 


CHICAGO OFFIOE “ 
600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 


JOHNNY JONES 


(IN CHARGE 
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Piccadilly, Rochester, Stops 
Vaude—Goes All-Sound 


up at the Pic- 


Pub- | 


tough spot with pop | 


' 
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MOWATT and HARDY 


(Week April 12th) 
R-K-O Palace, New York 
Dir.: Lewis Mosley 
Lee Stewart Office 





NEW YORK 

Chasebea Theatre Corp., Manhattan, 
theatre, pictures, plays, 150 ahares no par 
value; Florence M. Fairbairn, Estelle A. 
Belanoff, Elsie Lang 

Stellbea Theatre Corp., Manhattan 
theatres, pictures, 150 share no par alue; 
hee age M. Fairbairn, Bstelle Belanoff, 


Els Lang 

Eighth Street Theatre, Inc., Manhat- 
tan, theatres, pictures, plays, 50 shares no 
par value; Alan 8. Hays, Joseph Cassidy, 
Anne Solov. 

Kroywen Productions, Inc., New York, 
theatres, pictures, 100 shares no par value; 
Gene Hall, George J. Houtain, Elsie D. 
Houtain. 

Kayben Realty Corp., Manhattan, 
realty, theatres, pictures, 100 shares no par 
valye; Benjamin Knobel, Mildred Knobel, 
David Schor. 

Dollars and Sex, Inc., Manhattan, pic- 
tures, 80 shares no par value; Sam Isquith, 
David A. Krainin, Irving Sher. 

Nazbac Realty and Lunusemeont Corp., 
Beacon, pictures, $10,000; Edward Super, 
Henry Suchman, Mary Jermanok. 

Hartman Film Processes, Inc., Manhat- 
tan, pictures, 1,000 shares no par value; 
Albert Hubsehman, Louis J. Jacoves, Gerry 
Kreiner. 

National Film Renovating and Process 
Co., Inc., New York, pictures, 200 shares 


no par value; John F, Lyons, Thomas A. 
Lyons, Irene Lyons. 

Whichone, Inc., Manhattan, pictures, 
plays, 100 shares no par value; Alexander 
McKaig, Sigourney Thayer, John F. 
Wharton, 

Municipal Talkies, Inc., Kings, pic- 
tures, $10,000; Joseph Finger, Carl Finger, 


Freda Finger. 
Change of Name 
From Ark Filma, Ine, New York, 
Avendish Films, Inc. 


to 





Pennsylvania 


Harrisburg, April 15. 
The Philadelphia Theatre Association, 


Inc., of Philadelphia. Capital . stock, 
25,000. Purpose to control and operate 
theatres. Effingham B. Morris, Jr., 


Broad and Chestnut streets, is treasurer. 
Sport Amustment Company, Philade!- 
phia. Capital, $5,000. To install and 
operate amusement devices. The in- 
corporators are Jacob Sietz, 1615 Federal 
street, Philadelphia, treasurer; Bella 
Seitz, same address, and Anna Martin, 
5515 Beaumont avenue, .Phila. 

Jay Am t Co., Philadelphia; 
capital, $20,000; theatres. Jacob Blum- 
berg, 2211 North 6l1st street, treasurer; 
Ernest J. Einhorn, 17095 North ‘29th 
street, and Harry I. Pogach, 5842 Larch- 
wood avenue, Philadelphia. 


NEW ACTS 


Eddie Green and Co. (4). 
Arthur, Prince, formerly in charge 
of Pantages’ press department, New 
York office, is associated with his 
father, Arthur Prince, now prepar- 
ing a new act for vaude. Latter is 
the ventriloquist. 

Belle Montrose (formerly of Mont- 
rose and Reynolds) doing a double 
with Joe Shriner. 

Howard Marsh and Co. for 
R-K-O, latter including John John- 
son and Peggy Riat. 








Latest of the “Our Gang” alumni 
to crash vaude is Peggy Eames. 
Opens May 10 for R-K-O in 





Newark. 





| cellation 


ief acts have greatly 
number. § lately. 


DELAYED REHEARSAL 
TIME HURTS SHOWS 


R-K-O is after acts that show up 
late for rehearsals in a stern way. 
Circuit's drive includes warnings 
to acts, new instructions to agents, 
bookers and managers and incor- 
poration in the artists’ contracts of 
a clause effecting automatic can- 
for tardiness. 

Present R-K-O contract provides 
for salary reduction if an act’s late 
reporting for rehearsai necessitates 
paying the orchestra for overtime. 
That will stay in, with the can- 
cellation threat added. 

According to R-K-O, complaints 
from managers regarding lateness 
increased in 
When acts report 
late, say the managers, it tends to 
break up the routine and often 
make a panic of the first perform- 
ance. 

Besides stressing the necessity of 


showing up at theatre rehearsals 
on time,. R-K-O, from accounts, 
will ask that more care and time 


be devoted to rehearsing. Thorough 
rehearsing, the circuit states, makes 
for better first shows and eliminates 
the usual opening show nervous- 
ness. About acts reporting late, 
R-K-O contends, the tardy acts 
rush through rehearsals without 
having completely versed the musi- 
cians. 

Agents will be instructed to ad- 
vise their acts of the necessity of 
getting to the theatre on time open- 
ing day. 


Judgments 





A. H,. Woods Extravaganze Co., Inc.; 
A. J. Brower; $2,031, 

Richy Craig, Jr.; Penn Mutual Life 
Ins. Co. of Phila.; costs, $106. 


John Altman; Surface Adv. 
Corp.; $167. 

Henley Kayton Motion Picture Lab- 
oratory, Ine., Edward J. and Lillian 
Kayton; J. E. Brulatour, Inc.; $3,515. 

Maurice Schwartz; Display Stage 
Lighting Co., Inc.; $1,071. 

e Belasco-Gest; Central 
Bank and Trust Co.; $43,025. 

Richard Carey; Periodical 
Co.; $359. 

Salina Theatre Corp. and Frank 
dino; E. R. P. I.; $1,626. 

Long Island Amus, Corp.; 
Ins. Co.; $266. 


Theatres Proposed 


Bloomington, ‘Ind.—(Harris Grand, 
alt.). $35,000. 22 N. Walnut street. 
Owner, Publix Theatres. Peiv. plans. 

Clare, Mich.—$25,000. Also store. 
Owner, J. Asline. Architect, R. V. Gay. 
Site and policy not given. 

New York City—$50,000. 
and offices. (Alt.). 701 West 47th 
street, Owner, Columbia Theatre & 
agentes? T. W. Lamb, Inc. 

Oskaloosa, Ia.—$30,000. (Alt.). Own- 
ner, Masonic Lodge, Tri-Luminar, No. 18. 
Architect, R. F. Moore, 

Pella, Ia.—$20,000. (New or ailt.). 
Owner, J. P. Klein, Site, policy and 
architect not stated. 

kes-Barre, Pa.—$800,000. South- 
east corner Public square, East Mar- 
ket street. Owner, Comerford Amuse- 
ment Co. Architect, Leon Lempert. 


Broadway 


Hanover 
Publishing 
Sar- 


Aetna Life 





Also stores 


VAUDE ALL OUT 
OF PAN CIRCUIT 


Chicago, April 15. 
Last of Pantages circuit east, in 
Kansas City and Minneapolis close 
vaude this week. 





K, C. house goes straight pictures, 
Minneapolis going dark. 

Pan’s booking office here 
Nan Blliott, in charge for 
years, undecided as to future. 


folds, 
many 


Stage Band Sans Show 


Pittsburgh, April 15. 


Although Enright, Warner de- 
luxer in East Liberty, disposes of 
presentations this week, retaining 
stage band behind footlights. 

Idea is to have musicians offer 
about half hour of stage entertain- 
ment, also contributing specialties. 

It’s the same thing the big film 
houses had the presentation 
era, except then the stuff was dis- 
pensed from the pit. 


Larry Rich’s Unit 


Larry Rich's new unit for Publix 
has been titled “Satan’s Holiday,” 
produced by Frank Cambria. It 
opens in New Haven next week. 

In company are Cherie, Dub Tay- 
Ralph Lewis, Ralph Moore, 


before 


lor, 





Roddick, Margaret Miller, 
Eddy and Douglas. 


Cameo, J. C., Off Vaude 
Cameo, Jersey City, drops vaude- 
ville April 28. Fox-booked house 
has used seven acts on a split week 
policy, being used as a showing 
house for the Fox vaude chain. 
All-sound policy will be adopted 
with orchestra let out. 


Denver Off Route 
Denver, April 15. 

Local Orpheum will drop off the 
R-K-O western vaude read show 
route May 1, preferring a straight 
picture policy for the summer. 

Orph will step back with vaude in 
the fall. 


Charles 
Dolores, 


Freeport Loses 
Grove theatre, Freeport, L. I, 
vaude-booked by Arthur Fisher, 
goes straight pictures next week. 
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Al A Endor’s “In the Middle of the AD sell what many of her contempor- 
P CE Night,” which, Miss Morse said, she AC EMY aries can't on a vaude stage. A PALACE 
(St. Vaude) had made popular on the discs. (Vaudfilm) single woman dropping 12 minutes (St. Vaude) 


When a booking office is so well 
pleased with itself and bills that 
an important name to vaude like 
that of Irene Bordoni can be 
dropped after advertised and billed, 
it’s not to be expected that any- 
thing else in connection with the 
show will be near perfect. And 
still entertaining variety at the Pal- 
ace this week, in face of the blun- 
dering and conflictions. 

Of the eight or nine turns on this 
layout three come in the flash com- 
edy class, and all somewhat simi- 
larly. So much so that in two of 
those acts the principal man kicks 
the principal woman in the rear, 
for a laugh, with the first laugh 
naturally the loudest. 
of repeat gags, with the similarity 
unforgettable since the first of the 
three, the Leavitt-Lockwood turn, 
in the No. 2 spot, runs 35 minutes. 
After intermission came Ben Blue 
and his company (New Acts), and 
following the entire layout, next to 
closing, the Gus Edwards turn (New 
Acts). 

Douglas Leayitt’s 
new, too. It’s called “Hit Bits of 
1930,” suggesting the unit scheme, 
but not playing in the unit’s time 
length. About 23 people in the act, 
including an orchestra, with plenty 
doing. Mr. Leavitt has grown to 
be quite a mugger and never more 
so than in the ventriloquial bit in 
“one,” the least important and 
funny of the entire turn. 

Gattison Jones and Elsie Elliott 
are in the Leavitt-Lockwood outfit 
as the lancers; there are the Hay- 
den-Gloria girls (7), and some look 
good with a few heavyweights for 
a break, and the 3 Mississippi 
Misses, otherwise a Duncan Sister 
duo in trio with more hopes. Be- 
sides Ruth Lockwood, looking nice 
and working hard, as does Leavitt, 
It’s all to a good purpose seem- 
ingly, for this rather lengthy turn 
became very well liked. It started 
the show with lots of rough com- 
edy, not a bad idea. 

An undisputed hit of the biil 
came No. 3 in Fritz anl Jean Hu- 
bert, brother and sister, with the 
fact the sister is there undisclosed 
until the finale of their fast eccen- 
tric souse dance. When the young 
woman came out for a bow with 
her blond hair streaming, some- 
thing unusual even in a soft vaude- 
ville house occurred. Fritz Hubert 
made aé_ée stereotyped speech of 
thanks, such as could only be heard 
in vaudeville, and they retired, with 
the audience still clamoring while 
the music played for the De Marcos, 
following. As a second show stop, 
they returned and Hubert made an- 
other speech, this time in the com- 
edy way and worse than his first. 
All this feam needs is a speech, if 
R-K-O is still allowing speeches 
double. 

Something else that R-K-O ap- 
pears to be allowing, now that the 
Columbia burlesque theatre has 
closed, is a girl going into the audi- 
ence to fondle, poke fun at, embar- 
rass and possibly humiliate paying 
patrons, as Armida with the Gus 
Edwards turn did. That’s about 
the limit for vaudeville. Bad enough 
for dirty burlesque where the dame 
will sit in a man’s lap on the aisle 
or elsewhere, with or without an in- 
vitation. If Armida lives long 
enough doing this kind of stuff, she 
will probably feel a slap in the face 
eome time from either a man or 
his wife, and either will be justi- 
fied. Even a plant is no excuse, 
and there were no plants for Ar- 
mida Sunday night at the Palace. 

The girl doing a Frenchy-Spanish 
number in the soubret way walked 
d@own the steps to a box and ogled 
an elderly man there then walked 
along the front orchestra aisle look- 
ing for another mark, suddenly 
geeing him away in the fourth row 
and bald. So the works, to even 
curling whatever hair he had left 
on the top of his head. All the 
gBcene needed was an aproned waiter 
and a couple of bottles of beer at 
$1 per. Not the girl’s fault. She’s 
@ Mexican. But Gus Edwards or 
R-K-O should have known better, 
by Sunday night. 

The De Marcos as class lancers 
ef diversified styles are about the 
only shining example of what talent 
and class can do for any act con- 
taining both. With the ballroom 
etuff almost forgotten, this couple 
returns to the Palace after a long 
time away and as good as ever, if 


turn may be 


not better. They dance and look 
well, billed as “America’s Supreme 
Dancers.” It looks as though they 


have won that sub-title. Only mar 
to the turn is the overly long piano 
duet by Rose Vanderbosch and 
Bobby Roth at opposite grands. 
Miss Vanderbosch, who has looks, 
Sang a bit of a song. 

The Blue act did very well, with 
the comedy that all people like. 
Edwards finished well enough, using 
lots of little tricks from Gus's long 
experience with new people, 

In the Bordoni vacated spot was 


Lee Morse, the girl who sings 80 
well the songs one likes to hear 


She has an unusual voice, but went 
to ballads but once with it for Chick 


And a couple | 


: ™ ture is not comprehensive to e 
from start to finish. Hoke stuff at|—) ene : to th 
: cond : : average theatregoer when he can 
piano and clowning with Miss Eddy | .. yh 
i vin end, plus crying } see the same picture in his own 
on the re “ 4 a ps i | back yard. With only one picture 
ace tanaka -_ , ed s - j | 
bit, are laugh-getters. Scores "NS | house stage show downtown, the 
i ioe +3 N A | R-K-O with its vaude shows is in 
ti > < i — > y a = 
—— mt ee Girl be “ty . “et a rood spot to offer the nece ssary 
on the end. This is a flash act of | jngyecement 
| only average merit outside of the Opening the show, and again chal- 
acrobatic dancin y O your enging the argument of position, | 
juve, who is as clever as tne the Lime Trio, corking novelty, 
come. The kid holds up the act, he | came near stopping itself at the last 
alone putting it across satisfactorily | show Saaenaaey nicht. Fs 
and Stving it good hances ! sul } the contortionist mem be r ot the act 
vival. | about the best of his kind 
News the Hearst-Metrotone reel Next Adela Verne, premier pian+ 
Riz at the first matinee Saturday ta at know her show nshit 
in spite of threatening weather near /as well as keys, makes an impres- 
Char. sive No. 2. M Verne manage te 





Known on the discs and records 
and air, Miss Morse is no stranger 
to the stage, and quite a girl, 
whether singing or in repose, this 
despite she wears bangs. 

Mowatt and Hardy opened. Stan- 
ley Bros. and Atree closed. Sime. 


MILLION DOLLAR | 


(Vaudfilm) 
Los Angeles, April 15. 

If this house is a criterion there 
are still a great number of people 
who prefer their amusement in the 
flesh. With a vaude bill that could 
be a great deal better, house is only 
paying $1,000 top for a show, the 
audience took the works and yelled 
for more. In the third week of 
vaude the house is selling out daily 
for the first mat show. The two-bit 
admission has something to do 
with it, but this same site had a 
hard time getting half houses before 
it put in vaude. 

Bell Duo, Flack and Flack, Doyle 
and Doyle, Winona Winter, Harvey, 
Haney and Grace, and Momos’ Ara- 
bians was the lineup in the order 
named. Bell Duo, man and woman, 
acrobatic, turned into a slow adagio. 
Away to a fair start and landed 
nicely. Flack and Flack started out 
pounding xylophones and finished 
tapping. This was the only hoofing 
on the bill. Pair either doesn’t know 
“William Tell” or lost the orchestra- 
tion. They didn’t play it. 

Doyle and Doyle, man and woman 
with a breakaway motorcycle, of- 
fered a lot of meaningless gabbing. 
Winona Winter started out with too 
much class for the house, using two 
unpublished songs. After the sec- 
ond she took bows and was handed 
a box of flowers. Proved to contain 
a ventriloquist’s dummy. Then went 
into this routine and landed solidly. 

Harvey, Haney and Grace, two 
men and a woman, use all brass in- 
struments. High spot when one of 
the men plays a solo on a double- 
belled euphonium and a four octave 
slide ona trombone. Some suggest- 
ive gab in the routine which could 


be erased. Momos’ Arabians, six 
men and two women, closed with 
tumbling. Spill started as soon as 
they go on, so they worked to a 
walking house. Vaude ran 60 
minutes. 
“Oniy the Brave” (Par), second 
run, on the screen. 
STATE 
(Vaudfilm) 
Good show throughout, with 


“Anna Christie” (Metro) as box of- 
fice’s big magnet. Vaude show sup- 
porting, though short is excellent 
entertainment and perhaps above 
the State grade. 

Ordinarily Times Square house 
uses six acts. Length of feature 
this week cuts the show by one. 
The deficit isn’t noticed, with bill 
running 73 minutes and the five on 
doing their complete routines. Al- 
most always State acts have to cut 
on Saturdays and Sundays because 
of the four shows. 

An entertaining if not polished 
perch act opens. This is Les Jardys, 
man and woman team with flash 
and a fast flag-waving finish put- 
ting them across. May be part of 
Les Jardys Four act. 

On No. 2, Three Swifts live up to 
their name, real or assumed, in a 
speedy comedy juggling routine. 
Looking for best results and get- 
ting them, the trio submerges the 
juggling in favor of material and 
clowning designed for laughs, In- 
dian clubs only are used. Each of 
the Swifts appear equally skilled in 
the handling of the clubs, some of 
their straight work characterized 
by outstanding smoothness. Long 
time on (13 mins) answers for the 
slowness in spots that might be 
turned into speed. 

Art Landry and his orchestra of 
12 spotted next. Thé more one sees 
of the Landry outfit the more con- 
clusive becomes the opinion that 
here is one of the best all-around 
entertaining units left in the busi- 
ness. The polish and showmanship 
inherent here increases as the at- 
traction goes along. Landry him- 
self and his neat-appearing bands- 
men lend class and good taste. Did 
unusually well here at first show 
Saturday, holding stage for 25 min- 
utes. Jean LaMar, specialty artist 
and only one carried, does an agree- 
able song number with Landry and 
some of the boys. 

Next 2o closing, Eddie Conrad and 
Marion Eddy, standard turn and 
team. It’s hard to find anything 
in this act that wasn’t hoke, unless 
it’s the dirt that creeps in now and 
then. Withal, material is surefire 


capacity. 


Feature of bill is Paul Specht's 
Orchestra, returned recently to 
vaude after quite a lapse. Specht 
has been meanwhile on the radio. 
His air rep became evident when 
this audience, not having seen 
Specht on a stage for a long while, 
gave him a good sized reception. 

These same people, however, were 
not a little disappointed. Trying for 
novelty in the likely belief that 
straight music is passe and novelty 
is the new forte for bands, Specht 





} 


has gone after it in a much too 
imitative way. His boys in their 
so-called novelty numbers 


the Waring and Heidt style to a T,/| 


without adding anything new to 
hand it a mark of distinction. The 
band’s closing number, “My Annapo- 
lis,” finally nursed the audience up 


;to a receptive pitch, but then it was 


| 
i 


too late. Although the 
this straight musical number, after 


failure of the novelty efforts, should | 


prove something. 

A first show jam caused a five- 
minute wait ahead of Specht and 
might have had a little to do with 
it. But not enough to spell the dif- 
ference between good and mediocre. 

Another victim of the passing pa- 
rade is on this bill, Stutz and Bing- 
ham, mixed comedy and song team. 
The two-act hasn’t even tried to 
keep up with the times. 

In the past the team of Stutz and 
Bingham rated with the most excel- 
lent small time turns. Now, with 
no improvements, it’s the same 
small time turn, and the rub is that 
today there isn’t any small time 
All audiences have been educated to 
the same degree. 

Stutz and Bingham generally do 
about 15 minutes. First nine min- 
utes or so comprise the act proper; 
with the rest usually consumed by 
a couple of extra vocal numbers. 
For the singing finish gets them 
over for recalls after the not too 
dependable talk. At the Academy’s 
first show Saturday Stutz and Bing- 
ham were through when the nine 
minutes had elapsed. Man of the 
team was left standing on the stage 
by his partner, who obviously re- 
fused to return. What happened 
backstage after it was all over prob- 
ably is another and better story. 

On Wah Troupe, Oriental combi- 
nation of four youths and an adult 
in an ofttimes sensational exhibi- 
tion of contortionism and balancing, 
opened the show. Ran 12 minutes 
and should run eight or nine, Nu- 
merous tricks are much too good to 
be held down by slow or repetitious 
moments on either side. Consecu- 
tive running of the best stunts 
would make this a world-beating 
opener. 

Stutz and Bingham were second, 
Specht third and Ross Wyse, Jr., 
and his folks fourth. Wyse’s strenu- 
ous turn, similar to the other “papa” 
acts, is better than the rest because 
Wyse, Sr., works as hard as his 
boy, besides foiling for him. Wyse 
has been playing steadily for the 
past couple of seasons. Robbins, 
musical clown, just back from 
Europe with his breakaway instru- 
ments and thousand-and-one props, 
proved a fine next to closer. 

“Flowers of Seville,” one of the 
better flash acts around town, 
closed as it did at the Palace last 
week, 

Plenty of work for the pit or- 
chestra the first show. Following 
an overture in its own spot; filled 
the five-minute stage wait with 
tunes. Overture is pretty, but the 
Specht band plays music later on 
and the theatre this week is selling 
Specht and not the pit crew. 

“Such Men Are Dangerous” (Fox), 
feature, Bige. 
RKO 

(Vaudfilm) 
Los Angeles, April 10. 

Since the Million Dollar is soon to 
be locally R-K-O booked the promi- 
nent banner line here, “Only R-K-O 
show in town,” must come down. 
But whatever goes up will con- 
tinue emphasis on the vyaude as 
long as the R-K-O cannot grab box 
office pictures consistently. Vaude 
bills stand an equal chance of draw- 
ing out here with reasonable ex- 
ploitation. There can be no argu- 
ment of top heavy nut on the vaude, 
as in former days. Present intact 
road bills seldom exceed the $3,000 
mark, and oftimes are much less. 

This week is an example of a 
sensible show at a sensible figure. 
Four attractive and entertaining 
acts at less than $2,900. With that 
kind of money there isn’t a chance 
of a squawk. An open argument of 
the downtown houses is that the 
neighborhoods are grabbing all the 
trade through the former’s lack of 
added stage attractions. To travel 
downtown in traffic and buck park- 
ing inconviences just to see a pic- 


a 





follow | 


success ol} 


of straight piano playing and 
brought back for an encore, Miss 
Verne is distinctive. Bob Hope is 
the comic next to shut, with a line 


of gags inspired by Joe Miller, but 
where they haven't heard of Mil- 
ler, okay. Hope is another ex-p. h 
m. ec. who has since brushed up 
on his style and delivery and an- 
nexed a good looking blonde for a 
foil. Following nis own spot, Hope 
enlists his services with Harry 
Webb's Entertainers for the closing 
spill and fits nicely. Webb has a 
standard aggregation of music 





Chicago, April 12. 
Three Schnozzles, held over, and 
without lumber, riot again in a bill 
that, with haphazard booking, 
shapes up better on the stage than 


ion paper, 


j 
' 
} 


4 
} 


boys | 


| 


this year with all the trimmings 
Besides his own dead pan for sure} 
|laughs, Webb has some clicking 
| bits with Hope Also there is a 
| young colored hoofer with the act 
who is a cincher., 

| 


The three-reeler, “Campus Sweet- 
hearts” (R-K-O), was 
nearly as much as the 
geance” (Col). 

Biz good. 


played up 


Span. 


ALBEE, BROOKLYN 


(Vaudfilm) 

Aunt Jemima and Helen Morgan 
on a five-act bill, and following 
each other as well, is hardly smart 
booking, although accidentally it 
might, as a by-product, impress 
some of the peasants on the name 
angle, 

Not that Mesdames Gardella and 
Morgan have anything in common 
professionally other than both hav- 
ing been in “Show Boat.” Still each is 
a singer and neither is punchy in 
the vaudeville sense. That this was 


realized and rn effort made to 
counteract it is the natural inter- 
pretation of the Wilson grothers 
closing the bill. 


Miss Morgan is a little stingy 
with numbers, doing but three on 
the piano and favoring, after plenty 
of hesitation, with a brief refrain, 


leaning against the proscenium 
arch. Hers is a baffling kind of 


charm, girlish, even childish, min- 
gling with sophistication. 

Those Wilson Brothers, one of 
them now working in glasses and 
quite bald, have spent a lifetime on 
the vaudeville platform yodeling 
and sputtering German wisecracks. 
Their style suggests 1910 but has 
never prevented them from reach- 
ing the bull’s-eye with a clear hit. 

Maryland Collegians, so-so en- 
tertaining band, given what novelty 
it possesses by a female imper- 
sonator who has some pretty good 
ideas on flappers of the John Held, 
Jr., type, and Carl Lyeen, the in- 
gratiating Australian bird imitator, 
previously reviewed, completed the 
bill. 

Breezy Richard Dix picture, 
“Lovin’ the Ladies” (Radio), helped 
a lot. Business Saturday afternoon 
was exceptionally good. Land, 


125TH ST. 


(Vaudfilm) 

Stage band policy obtains here 
with the vaude acts draped around 
Walter Clinton and his Invaders, 
house band on stage, and show pre- 
sented practically as a unit. 

First half layout is captioned 
“Scotch Capers” as. presentation 
build up for the screen feature, 
“Cohens and Kellys in Scotland” 
(U). Clinton and band carry out 
the atmospheric idea through 
wearing Scotch garb. Good biz Sun- 
day afternoon with the film un- 
doubtedly doing its stuff for the 
box office. 

Murray and Irwin, male duo, 
romp away with the vaude section 
with semi-clowning songs and 
dances, with the Reats, mixed duo 
contributing musical act runner up. 
Jackson and Haskell spot some 
clever stuff. 

The specialties are spaced by 
ensemble numbers by eight house 
girls, mostly precision routines with 
Clinton and boys also giving good 
account in back un for the vaude 
acts and on their own in several 
torrid instrumental numbers. Clin- 
ton doubles as baton wielder and 
m.c., getting in some good clown- 
ing and going over in 4 big way. 

Clinton and his mob have built 
up a good following here in a couple 
of months and leok set indefinitely. 

Edba. 
STATE-LAKE 
(Vaudfilm) 
Chicago, April 12. 

Breaking all western records and 
the season’s sensation in family 
time in these parts, Blackstone, the 
| magician, packed the State-Lake at 
| the first noon show. With a terrific 
} newspaper tie-up and personal ap- 
}pearances in the larger department 
stores, he closed the show with a 








ispiritual cabinet trick which held 
the audience intact. 
Arthur Boran’s “Melodyland” with 
jthree men and three girls opened in 
ja cabaret setting, singing and danc- 
ling. Windup a Bill Robinson dance 
the best number. 

¥ri Rector and Toolin, three 


sailors, next got over with harmony 


singing. Fulton and Parker, man 
nd woman comedy skit with some 
r y and dancing, did very well 
Ward and Van, standard never 
missed a laugh. The harp and fiddle 
ild have tayed anot) ] I 
1té 
| Loo e Ankles (} 
} 1,00) 


feature, “Ven- | 


Durante 
minutes, closing 


Clayton, Jackson and 
worked a fast 35 
intermission, They retained little 
of their act of the week before, go- 
ing heavier on Jimmie’s singing and 


trio work. Their hold-over results 
were above expectation Durante 
did everything, but wind his s oz- 
zle around the bass dru! 

Opening, Norman Trio, t} men, 
iwere right with their hand hand 
ion bicycles, particularly good in a 
three-man trick on the moving 
frame. 

In the deuce, Cherry, Blossom and 
iJune, girls, one a youngster, were 
a surprise in high, though over- 
working in some good acrobatic 
dancing. 

Maker and Redford were a pleas- 
ant touch, following, with their 





singing skit on the boy going to the 
farm and the girl bound for the big 
city. Overworked after Miss Maker 
had brought the act to a conclusion 
with a nice controlled kick routine. 

Roy Cropper, quiet tenor, next, 
and good for an encore, swinging 


lover big with “Cottage for Sale,” 
sort of made for him. Then the 
i Schnozzles., 

After intermission, another sur- 
prise in Grace Barrie, the girl blues 


| 


| 


| 


| 


shouter, never in Chicago before. 
She scooted right along and was on 
top with her “Love Me or Leave 
Me,” getting two curtain calls, but 
having breathlessly to refuse an en- 
core, 

Jay Brennan and Stanley Rogers 
in another bunch of “Margie” busi- 
ness, were good next to closing. 
Rogers’ rouged, red-head imperson- 
ation ran to laughs. Could have 
been No. 3, but for the Schnozzles 
having enough comedy for the fore 
section. 

George Andre dance flash closed, 
not caught. 

Business v. b. 1. (very 
deed) this Passover seve, 


58TH ST . 
. 
(Vaudfilm) 
An E. K. Nadel unit comprised the 
bill the first half. Called “Golf 
Fiends,” it enlists 25 persons, among 


whom are four acts, with the stage 
to themselves during the time they 


bad in- 
Loop. 


are on. Though there are many 
pleasing moments during the 64 
minutes this unit takes, on the 


whole it is slow moving and not up 
to the pretentious scale with which 
it has been produced. 

Curtain goes up on a backdrop 
representing a depot, with people 
scurrying here and there, and bits 
of comedy attempted. This lasts 
but a few moments. Then Snyder 
and Cooley take the stage for five 
minutes, working as they usually 
do. Boys appear to be a late addi- 
tion, for they are not programed. 
Instead, Dixon and* Dixon. and 
Naughton and Gold are billed as 
present, but do not appear. 

Snyder and Cooley deliver one of 
the strongest bits in the unit and 
would build so much more if spotted 
later on instead of opening it. Boys 
do knockabout comedy, derived from 
one’s attempt to sing “Happy Days,” 
with the chap who had previously 
vocaled it attempting to prevent 
him, Some comedy acrobatics 
added, and wind up with a dancing 
number, 

Boys walk off and the stage goes 
to full, representing the inside of 4 
hot house, with the Eight Honey 
Girls (New Acts) nine in all, includ- 
ing their leader, Marian Mack, tak- 
ing the spot. Mainly an instrumental 
aggregation plus a few dance spe- 
cialties by members of the band. 

Cole Brothers (New Acts), fol- 
lowed them on and worked in “two,” 
the scene representing a golf club 
house. Boys supply singing, danc- 
ing and banjo strumming, with the 
ee their outstanding posses- 
sion. 

Next came Raymond Wilbert 
(New Acts), the only member of the 
crew who bore out the “Golf Fiend” 
idea which this unit is supposedly 
built around. Wilbert is a polished 
golfer, smacking of professional 
training, who tinges all his work 
with comedy patter. 

The afterpiece of the entire unit, 
“A Night With the Stars,” included 
the services of all the preceding 
turns plus about seven others who 
heretofore had not been seen since 
scurrying through the depot. In this 
number Wilbert acts as comedy m. 
c., introducing the various special- 
ties. Each was introduced as i 
a famous personage or by ho 
names. Sue Austin was heralded as 
Marilyn Miller, and proceeded to do 
a sprightly toe danc»+, Vivian Car- 
mody was Lupe Velez, and came on 
for a hot dance number. Buster 
Rose and Bob Roberts did an upside 
down dance, appearing as though 
they were dancing on their hands. 





Almira Se ions went good doing an 

imitation of an opera singer and 

weaving her long arms all around 
| her body. 

Harry Crawford takes credit for 
the sta Unit is in need of 
shifting for stronger effect as the 
turns arerrt otted for best results, 
A number on the type of the after- 
pie and ing the majority of the 


t, gould be spotted about half- 
(Continued on page 690) 
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VARIETY 


NEW ACTS 


Wednesday, April 16, 1930 





GUS EDWARDS and his 
Hollywood Proteges (6) 

Revue 

45 Mins.; Full Stage 

Palace (St. V) 


Gus Edwards’ return to vaude-|who know what a natural screen 
ville, even temporarily, must have comic means—meet Ben Blue. If 
an object other than the revival | this comedian with his sense of 
of himself or the salary, $4,250. How pantomime and low comedy isn't 
much vaude time left is there forja set up for Hollywood, then it’s no 
an act of that money? Very little. | use. 

Not enough to make it worth while Blue in 20 minutes, and time com- 
for all of the preparation, unless |mendable, at the Palace this week, 
it's something else. ldoes several comedy acts. He's al- 

The somet ‘ing else here may be| ways doing comedy, by himself or 
Armida Mexican pro ¢ ) ( } with himself and his stooges. Kiven 
whom he found in Mexico, and | the corking and tap dan ing looket 
bound to a contract for the screen jin the turn, Floria Vestoff, 1s pushed 
or stage. Since Armida has been |tinto tne comedy twice. Once tor 
doing pretty well in the talkers soja dandy bit of low stuff that stamps 
far, just why she has been yanked | Ben Blue as a creator. 
out of Hollywood at this time to go| Doing a comedy waltz with the 
stage in a vaude act is known to but | young woman, Blue lifts her to his 
Edwards As it is reported, he re- |Shoulder as he waltzes around. Back 
fused $1,100 for Armida alone, to|to centre, and he starts to help her 
follow Damita in “Sons of Guns” | down. 3ut the girl’s foot is caught 
(B’way musical) Edwards must|just under the top of his trousers. | 
have something in mind for the|A futile effort tor release, and Blue, 
girl. In the stage way she seems embarrassed, again lifts her up, to 


capable of doing the Spanish song- 
dance-castanet thing as well as the 
others, who all do it alike anyway, 
with Armida having plenty of ani- 
mation and a flashing personality. 


Armida gets over in the act. So 
do a couple of young girls who sing 
as though they are crying and tap 
dance as ordinary tap dancers tap 
dance. A couple of other young 
women, one a singer, and another 


a violinist with red hair, besides a 
boy who gave an impersonation of 
Ted Lewis and did it for the en- 
core of the act, are in the turn. 

An impersonation of anyone by a 
boy to finish a 45-minute act as an 
encore would tell almost anyone 
what had gone before, which means 
Armida, for she is the act, plus Gus. 
His songs, remarks about himself 
and past, naming the current stars 
who started with him 20 or more 
years ago, and Gus’ refusal to play 
any of his old songs or sing them 
mean something. But as when Gus 
lifts a melody, he usually does so 
probably unconsciously from one of 
his old songs, the audience heard 
nearly all of Gus’ old ones under 
their new titles. 

Merely name value here for the 

{ money. If Gus Edwards and Armida 
have sufficient name value at the 
vaude box office now, it’s oke. 
Otherwise it’s a matter of talent. 


In talent it’s Gus Edwards and 
Armida only. The remainder fail 
to count. Sime. 


JCE NIEMEYER (4) 

Flash Novelty 

18 Mins.; One, Three and Full 
(Special) 

Jefferson (V-P) 

Crack novelty song and dance act 
—mostly dancing. Okay anywhere 
with Niemeyer’s past rep sustained. 

Adagio routine featured by a 
mixed duo. Technique okay but 
rhythm off. Music is very incidental 
when it ought to be played up. 
The boy acta like regular balancer 
instead of dancer. Spotted okay In 
the act this fault isn’t felt as keen- 
ly as might be but it should be re- 
modeled. 

Niemeyer displays taste and show- 
manship in new turn. Opens in 
one against a black drop with side 
and center exits vf pink curtain. 
Draped table to left holds various 
dolls. These Niemeyer picks up and 
chats with in song. Everytime he 
lifts one it’s the signal for a number 
by a member or two of his troupe. 

To full stage where back drops 
show Egyptian motif or boudoir in 
futuristic fashion with not too much 
to say. Former is setting for adagio 
with girl in semi-nude ind boy in 
bright colored Bagdad costume. 

Brightest spots when Niemeyer 
leads in the dancing. He does a 
duet with one girl that hums. His 
own change of costume is effected 
by changing headgear until the 
finale when he steps out in a sum- 
mer ensemble. Girls’ costumes 
okay. Altogether about 8 numbers. 
Opened seven act bill and over bir 


COLE BROTHERS (2) 
Songs, Dances and Banjo 
10 Mins.; Three (Special) 
58th St. (V-P) 

Boys start at good pace, but weak 
finish. 30th are youths, appearing 
Spanish, and part of unit “Golf 
Fiends.” 

Open with singing in slow tempo, 
cueing their dance accordingly. 
Follow it with banjo work, starting 
with “St. Louis Blues” and then 
other tunes. Close with one of the 
boys soloing “To My Mammy” in a 
weak voice which barely carried. 
In it he mixed a sobby recitation. 
Other chap later joined him in the 
song for harmony. Only fair. Some 

prast hoofing wound up. 

Boy’s best is hoofing, 
weakest singing. 


PULLMAN and LaTOUR 
Comedy Talk, Songs and Dances 
20 Mins.; One 
Englewood (V-P), Chicago 

Kate Pullman and Babe Latour 
have a comedy hoke act that shows 
possibilities. At present material 
is plenty burlesque and slapstick, 
with cross-fire talk delivered in a 
“I say” and “You say” fashion. But 
the germ is there, with the femmes 
both clicking on performance. 

Miss Latour wears 1891 costumes 


and does the heavy clowning. Miss 
Pullman takes it a bit easier and 
delivers some nifty hoofing. Rope 
twirling bit could be eliminated. 

. 








BEN BLUE and Co, (5) 

‘Old Hukum Bucket” (Comedy) 
20 Mins.; One and Full Stage 
Palace (St. V) 


For the talking picture producers 





and their 


waltz around once more in the hope 
the situation will be relieved. Thrice 
he does this. When finally the girl 
extracts her foot from the pants, 
she finds her slipper is missing. 
Blue digs down in the lower regions 
and digs up the slipper. One of the 
steadiest laughs for a long while. 


A travesty on the “cannon ball” 
feature of the big circuses looks to 
have possibilities when perfected, 


while Blue’s “Dying Duck” dance as 
an imitation of Pavlowa is always 
sure-fire as he does it. Then his 
dance finish, a sort of waltzing 
skating dance that is even more 
attractive on its work alone than 
the unconscious humor Blue can’t 
help injecting. 
While throughout there is plenty 
of slapstick stuff with the adept 
“stooges,” in different scenes and 
bits: of business. That tells in it- 
self that within 20 minutes, the Blue 
act is lively every second. While 
it may be repeated how well Miss 
Vestoff graces the stage with her 
dancing and comeliness. If this girl 
didn’t routine her tap and buck 
dances herself she should divulge 
the name of her teacher, for the girl 
is all away from the conventional 
routines, so much so that suggests 
she is doing her own routining. 
Especially her spinning buck. If 
there’s a dance teacher in New York 
who could have worked up that 
routine he’s unknown. Miss Vestoff 
is a production prospect of value. 
Ben Blue has developed into a 
skilfull, funny performer of the 
front rank. His act is the real 
vaudeville so seldom seen nowa- 
days. It can be headlined anywhere’ 
Sime. 


JOE SEILER and four PEACHES 
Flash Skit 
Full (Special) 


15 Mins.; 
Jefferson (V-P) 


Of the four peaches in this act 
three are blonde, all lookers and 
good acrobatic dancers but not 
wows. It’s the manner of presenta- 
tion that really sets it for good pop 
spotting. The brunet starts with a 
song and finishes with a high kick 
number along with the others in 
the finale. Seiler doesn’t make his 
appearance until the last then in 
chaufleur’s outfit to round out the 
comedy purpose of the skit. 

This purpose is that idea that the 
four girls have been stood up by 
their boy friends and are sore. So 
they decide to entertain themselves 
which they do, one playing the piano 
and the others singing and dancing. 
All entertaining specially. 

Seiler is an acro high kicker. 
Went over with smiles in fifth on 
a seven-act layout. 


RADIO JACKS and Queen (3) 
Songs 

14 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Lincoln Sq. (V-P) ’ 

Singing trio, out of the category 
of the ordinary by the manner in 
which the turn is presented, 

Two boys and one girl sing into 
a mike attached by wire to an am- 
plified horn on the side of an upper 
box out front. Voices come through 
the amplified horn in fine form and 
realistic. Backdrop represents a 
broadcasting transmitter. 

When vocaling a la natural and 
without the help of the amplifi- 
cation, turn falls considerably. 
Whether or not this trio has any 
radio experience, and it appears 
they have, makes no difference, for 
their voices are adapted for wire 
singing. The mike could be used 
continually to build a stronger turn. 

Both boys are pleasing tenors. 
Girl’s voice blends nicely and was 
neatly modulated when doing a solo. 
WITH, CARR and REED 
Three Pianos 
14 Mins.; Three 
Empire, Paris 


Paris, April 6. 


grands. 


much but there have been two- 


Piano teams and also larger en- 
sembles, hence the trio is a bit 
different anyway, 


Playing plenty piano of popularly 
appealing quality. Spotlighted digits 
at the keyboard in a darkened 
draped set good idea. 

Playing first time in France and 
never in America, Clicked okay and 





will do generally. They do pops ex- 


clusively although tricked up with 
arrangements and hit a popular 
keynote. A bel. 


RISTORIS (2) 

Comedy, Song and Dance 
12 Mins.; Full Stage 
86th St. (V-P) 

Harry and Marjorie Ristori, billed 
as “globe trotting English artists,” 
have a shapeless sort of act, made 
up of the man’s violin playing and 
the woman's grotesque comedy and 
mugging. 

They strong arm _ themselves 
through, but the devices are rough 
and crude, and the manner is un- 





English male trio at three baby 
Perhaps it’s one piano too 


polished. Opened the four-act bill 
here, faifé measure of their enter- 
tainment value. 

Man starts in evening clothes 
with straight violin solo with 
woman interrupting for comedy. 
They sing and dance, with the man 
changing to red wig and hoke com- 
edy ballerina costume (Paris gar- 
ters, red wig and all the other 
props) for a burlesque of the “dy- 
ing swan” interpretation, done by 
nearly all the comics who need 


| something to fill in. Not very funny 


here 

Man and woman, latter strum- 
ming uke, for song and dance fin- 
ish. They can dance. Woman 
makes many good looking costume 
changes, but overreaches in comedy 


effort. Rush. 
RAYMOND WILBERT (2) 
Trick Golf and Talk 
14 Mins.; Full (Special) 
58th St. (V-P) 

Raymond Wilbert looks like a 
golf pro. With the approach of 
heat golf addicts are now dusting 


the clubs. They won't be able to 
learn much from Wilbert, as three- 
quarters of his turn is taken up 
with comedy chatter, but neverthe- 
less they will find him interesting. 
What club swinging he does do, is 
done deftly and surely and with an 
ease which betokens long year’s of 
experience. Should find it easy 
riding in the majority of places. 

Wilbert is part of the vaude unit 
“Golf Fiends.” He commences as 
an audience plant, engaging in talk 
with a girl talking golf from the 
stage, where-upon he goes on the 
stage to show what he can do. Only 
does three golf tricks. First driv- 
ing several balls through a small 
pocket in the backdrop, later driv- 
ing a ball off the glass front of his 
watch and finishes off by lighting 
with his club a few matches held 
upright in a small block of wood. 

Wilbert’s is probably pocketing 
some side money from the adver- 
tisements given to Wilson Golf 
Balls. Listed in the program as 
exclusively used by him. Wilbert 
also plugs Wilson’s from the stage. 

Wilbert’s patter is purely to fill 
in space between his various golf 
feats, Here and there it’s okay for 
laughs, but much could be cut. 
Turn shouldn’t run more than 10 
minutes, 


“HONEY GIRLS” (9) 
Band and Dances 

9 Mins; Full (Special) 
58th St. (V-P) 

Mainly instrumental aggregation, 
in the E. K. Nadel unit “Golf 
Fiends.” Girls are youthful lookers, 
nicely attired and with plenty pep. 

Marian Mack, drummer, is the 
foremost member. Other girls use 
wind instruments, except for pian- 
iste. 

One blond girl takes the spot 
for a short acrobatic number to be 
followed by two other girls doing 
an ordinary dance. Both bits weak. 

Instrumentation is okay, but a 
few strong healthy dance numbers, 
instead of those now used, plus 
some tonsil work, totally absent, 
would help. 


TESEO DUO 
“The Men in Bronze” (Acrobatic) 
9 Mins.; Two 
Empire, Paris ; 
Paris, April 5. 
Male acrobats in effective bronze 
make-up. Gives ’em statuesque ap- 
pearance for some of the poses. 
Hand-to-hand stuff okay but over- 
long. With cutting can play any- 
where in the world. Abel. 


58TH STREET 


(Continued from page 59) 


way in the running, for until the 
afterpiece it looks like any other 
vaudeville show, and a weak one at 
that. Unit might be called anything 
as well as “Golf Fiends.” Golf idea 
is only brought out in a few of the 
backdrops, some of the costumes 
and in Wilbert, for whom it appears 
the entire unit was staged. 

“Cohens and Kellys in Scotland” 
(U), featured. 


GRAND O. H. 


(Vaudfilm) 


Neighborhood out to give their 
“own” boys and girls a hand. But 
they little recked that the bunch of 
kids trying on the stage were im- 
ported sons and daughters with 
four or five grind pros thrown in 
to boot. 

Thus Tom Linton’s “Local Follies” 
which played Union City last week, 
accepted as the real 23d St. goods 
and given a wicked hand. Local 
patriotism outdrew John Barry- 
more in “General Crack” (WB) and 
biz Monday night nearly claimed a 
full orchestra, good down here. Bill 
okay. 








_Pretty good No. 1 act stuck in be- 
Sides the amateur pros. Robbins 


Trio, 
of this and the kids romped on. 


First in one and then in full with 
the usual flash meter and an m. c. 
whose name is Reagan. Funny little 
kids there were. They tried to 
smear the stage mannerisms all 
over, and on with dirty knees. 
Twelve pairs. Another couple of 
knees looked they’d been scraped 
with filing iron. About 35 in the 
unit all told, with costumes mostly 
soiled, 


Thin babes with pigmy faces, 
naive and looking out on the audi- 
ence almost helplessly, they tried 
to keep the rhythm but couldn't. 
The chorus went this way and that, 
but mostly down the middle, 

In between numbers old-timers 
like Bryant and Hawthorne and 
Smith and Laurese helped—but not 
much. Best bet was a red-head, 
Isabelle Decalabros, or something 
like that, who has looks and figure 
and knows how to walk on the stage 
and intro. 


One kid, out to sing a dramatic 
song with emphasis, lisped. 


Altogether about 15 numbers, in- 
cluding an overdrawn minstrel bit 
that winds up with a flash of cos- 
tumes and gowns. The m.c. went 
so far as to wear a blue street jack- 
et with-a brown tie over a full dress 
shirt, studded with a center pearl, 
and afternoon trousers topped by 
white spats. He led the cheering, 
seconded by a woman in a box who 
applauded everything. 

Rank vaude and fit for the hide- 
away theatres, this novelty went 
oven with a slam here—even the 
boy who throated a song and then 
whistled like a butcher. 


The unit scheduled for 55 went 
a couple of minutes over and with 
the first act plus a screen overture 
rounded 67 minutes for the stage 
end. Film feature took 108 min- 
uates, Movietone News 9 and trail- 
ers 2. Entire show, 188 minutes. 


HIPPODROME 


(Vaudfilm) 

Rather shapeless bill ‘of six in- 
dividual turns that should have 
worked well enough for the pe- 
culiar purposes of this huge house, 
but didn’t jell. Show worked out 
for five acts of time killing and a 
comedy riot for Herb Williams who 
did more than 20 minutes, and came 
near to overstaying. 

Six Marinelli Girls, fast and 
sightly layout of six girl athletes 
specializing in ground tumbling. 
Do nothing particularly amazing in 
the gymnastic way, but please by 
agreeable manner and fast routines, 
climaxing with all six doing fast 
tumbling under the flicker spot. 
Sprightly sight opening. 

Jack and Billye Cavanaugh, stage 
cowboy and cowgirl doing rope 
spinning and whip cracking with 
the aid of couple of trained dogs. 
Nicely framed specialty of the kind. 
Introductory films of rodeo riding 
with Cavanaugh doing some rough 
riding and roping in siow motion 
film. Both dress in immaculate 
white from head to foot, Girl a 
buxom, smiling assistant who puts 
two trained pups through their 
paces and helps generally. 

Roy Rogers, unusual single, doing 
souse which furnishes excuse for 
some spectacular acrobatic dancing 
and tumbling, starting with breath- 
taking head dives. Inconsequential 
talk and comedy bits such as seem- 
ing to eat a live goldfish out of a 
globe and the old one of the color- 
changing wine. He is good enough 
in his unique specialty to ignore 
such stale stuff. Suggests he could 
sing if he let himself go, but 
doesn’t try except for drunken hum- 
ming. Dresses straight in street 
clothes. Groundwork for a real act. 
Perhaps a partner and a made-to- 
measure act would put him in a 
spot, Better than average turn 
now. 

La Belle Pola, elaborate trained 
monkey act, with Pola featured in 
an astonishing simulation of 
charleston and varsity drag step- 
ping. Nice looking girl dances with 
the simian, while two other girls 
are assistants in a tropical set. Fea- 
ture and a novelty. Another un- 
usual twist is the prize monk play- 
ing a sort of calliope with a com- 
panion monkey pumping the air. 
Man trainer in tropical get-up 
works the animals. 

Jones and Wilson, two-man black- 
face talking pair in one of those 
McIntyre and Heath routines, end- 
ing with a brisk song and dance 
finish. Talk amusing and neatly 
handled and pair, around these 
parts not very long, show improve- 
ment in holding down this next to 
closing spot, fairly heavy assign- 
ment for a talking comedy turn at 
the Hip. 

Herb Williams mopped, giving 
them everything he had and then 
clowning through an encore in 
“One.” Blonde girl, of the company 
of four, is doing more than she used 
to... Suggestion is that Williams 
take time for at least one brief 
sample of his really fine piano play- 
ing, by way of building the straight 
music bit for contrast to his gro- 
tesque comedy. Sharp change of 
pace would throw his buffoonery 
into relief. One of those exceptional 
cases in which a brief straicht bit is 
worth experimenting with in a low 
comedy routine. It doesn’t happen 
often. Usually clowns are prone to 
overdo their legitimate accomplish- 





ments Rusk, 











roller skaters. Ten minutes, 


86TH STREET __ 


(Vaudfilm) 

Capital light specialty entertain- 
ment with consistent comedy values 
and only one minor conflict, which 
is batting over .300 for the bookers. 
“Cohens and Kellys in Scotland” 
(U) should have had value for this 
neighborhooder, but the attendance 
Saturday afternoon didn’t show 
much until late when they began 
to drift in for the supper show. 

Ben Bernie on the marquee prob- 
ably meant something, too. Any- 
way, show as is should build for 
Sunday on word of mouth and make 
the best of Holy Week. 


Weakest item in the specialty 
layout is the opener, Harry and 
Marjorie Ristori (New Acts), who 
bill themselves as “Pep! Punch! 
Personality!” an exaggeration. Any- 
how, they opened the way for the 
bill’s confliction. 

Ristori opens with a violin spe- 
cialty as introduction to the pair’s 
rough clowning. No. 2 is Jack La- 
vier, now with a girl partner, who 
opens with a violin solo as intro- 
duction to LaVier’s clowning on the 
traps. Similarity ends with the 
opening bit. LaVier builds his feats 
capitally with vigorous pantomime 
and grotesque mugging with his 
plain but expressive pan. Girl is 
Ruthie Morgan, charming and un- 
assuming young assistant, wearing 
much fine feathers in many changes. 

Edith Evans and Ray Mayer, next 
to closing on a four-act bill, got the 
best returns so far with suave 
clowning. Unusual combination of 
cowboy pianist and comedian oppo 
site straight singing girl. Mayer 
has a persuasive style of gentle 
kidding, turning quizzing glances on 
the audience.. Pair have done re- 
cording for Brunswick and get in 
a plug for that brand in an inci- 
dental comedy way. Crossfire be- 
tween the pair punctuates girl's 
singing in a smooth voice that 
verges upon the contralto and a 
pleasant, quiet manner of handling 
light talk. 

Ben Bernie and his orchestra 
closed the show, filling about half 
an hour and great stuff for this au- 
dience. They stick close to current 
pops for numbers, break up the 
running time with constant change 
of pace and have developed a first- 
rate comedy design. It’s the best 
act Bernie has had for a long time. 

Cissy stuff of the drummer is 
hoke clowning of the roughest sort, 
but reaches its goal. Bernie has a 
new one in a capital comic imper- 
sonation of. Maurice Chevalier, 
achieved with the aid of a French 
military cap and a trick of turning 
under the lower lip. Even from 
close up the Chevalier suggestion 
is eminintly there. 

Another bit of nonsense, prob- 
ably of recent devising, is called the 
Knights of the Round Table, with 
the boys gathered together minstrel 
fashion before a table down front 
and kidding back and forth under 
Bernie’s leadership. More good hoke 
material. Medley of more pops with 
megaphone interludes for the finish, 

Rush. 


HAMILTON 


(Vaudfilm) 

Plenty of laughs on the first half 
show here and a sellout Sunday 
night. With four out of the five 
acts carded clicking for laughs and 
“Cohens and Kellys in Scotland” on 
screen, the layout was perfect for 
comedy. d 

Olympia and Prize Winners, ani- 
mal act featuring a foursome of 
leaping hounds, opened and pleased 
the juveniles, other dogs being put 
through paces of comedy stunts by 
man and woman trainers and with 
the high jumping of the hounds top- 
ping off for getaway. 

Two Gobs, male duo, followed 
and got over with some effective 
clowning, singing and dancing. It’s 
all amusing but the hoofing, mostly 
acrobatic and eccentric, is the wal- 
lop. 

Cardiff and Wales, mixed pair, 
sustained their previous laugh get- 
ting record with their matrimonial 
tangle skit. It’s set in the lobby 
of the Domestic Relations Court 
where the woman is attempting to 
ditch her spouse. Chatter is the 
usual wrangle stuff, but funny and 
gets over for tops. At tag when 
husband is socked by the court 
attendant, wife socks latter, and 
both parade off arm in arm. Good 
comedy throughout and song for 
walk away. 

Deno and Rochelle, mixed dance 
team, also went over big with their 
dance routines, comprising waltz, 
comedy dance and “Racketeer 
Dance,” a new slant on the Apache 
and twice as rough. The latter 1s 
the best of their numbers although 
all are admirably presented and get 
across. A male pianist and gir! 
dancer, both unbilled here, appeared 
in support. 

Flo Lewis knocked ’em atwister 
for laughs in closer with the flapper 
impression, comedy chatter and 
songs. Miss Lewis roped them at 
walk on and held them throughout 
Tony Aretta appears in support anu 
planted capital bits with Miss Lew!s 
in the toy automobile bit. ; 

“Cohens and Kellys in Scotiand 





(U) followed on screen. Edba. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 16, 1930 























Variety 


NEXT WEEK (APRIL 19) 
THIS WEEK (APRIL 12) 





Numerais in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 


Bills 


| (Others to fi! 
| Victoria 
| Ist half (19-22) 
Jean Carr 
Loma Worth 
O'Neill & Manners 
Runaway 4 
Yvonne Ste ia Co 
2d half (23-25) 
Chapelle & Cartton 
Lomax & Johnson 
Renard & West 
| Caits Bros 
| Ralph Olson Co 
BROOKLYN 
Bedford 
Ist half (19-22) 
Nancy Decker 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








PARIS 





Week of 
Apetie 
PRitte Sw ee ly 
Jane Marna 
Bussy 
Yo Maure | 
Chauvet-Suffel 
Dapoigny-Vone't | 
French Cancan 4 
Fred Mele Orch 
Cirque D’Hiver 
Houston 
Cubano 
Albert Carre 
Ohayo Jap Tr 
Johnny Clark 
Little Chocolat 
Harings T: 
Rey nold & Maria 
Paige & Jewett 
Loie Full Ballets | 
Cirque Medrane 
Hever 
Belley 7 | 
Mile I.u | 
Balzer S 


LONDON 
Week of April 19 


FINSBURY 
Empire 
FPontoon”’ 


PR. 


Hippodrome 
he Co- 


} 
} 
optimists | 
NEW CROSS | 
Empire 
PFunnys | 
STRATFORD 
Empire 
Pes Fi 
VICTORIA 
Palace 
De La Folie Pure 
BIRMINGHAM 
Empire 
PSplendour" 
Grand 
PSpades Trumps” 
Royal 
Mrhe Man I Killed’ 


BLACKPOOL 
Grand . 
*Tirst Mrs. Fraser" 
Opera House 
PFollow Through” 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra 
PGolden Arrows” 
CARDIFF 
Empire 
PFunny Side Up’ 
EDINBI RGH 
Empire 
Pr. Cinders” 
GLASGOW 
Alhambra 
“Blue Eyes” 


t0y"’ 


tern 


mt 





Empire 
Sense & Nonsense’ 





April 8 
Maggio | 
ym r yn 2 
lie Oval 
a oli Po to & ( 
Concert Mayol 
Peggy Vere | 
a Parnes 
M Ponsard } 
Paulette Franck 
Charpini 
Culetie Andris 
Ernesta May & P 
Princess Hezal 
Raymond & Jackie 
Georges Ritz & A 
Carol 
R & R Riffler 
Garcy-Brancato 
Empire 
Dollie & Bill 
Carr & Reed 
Togo | 
Andreu Tr } 
Schichtl Co } 


Chariot Rivels | 
Fournier i 


HANLEY 
Grand 
Sax Var Co | 
HULI. | 
Palace } 
Hatters” 

LEEDS 
Empire 
Vagabond” 
Royal 
ake Up & Dream 
LIVERPOOL | 
Empire - 
lDesert 
MANCHESTER 
Palace 
“Journey's End” 


NEWCASTLE 


“Gipsy 


W 


Song 


Empire 
‘Crime at Blossom’s’ 
NEWPORT 
Empire 

“Revue Shop” 
NOTTING rn AM 
Empire 
“The Mouse Trap” 
Royal 

“Middle Watch” 
PORTSMOL TH 
Royal 


“Brompton Road” 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire 
“Crack-a-Jacks” 
SOUTHAMPTON 
Empire 
“Hold Everything’ 
SOUTHSEA 
King’s 
“Constant Nymph” 
SWANSEA 
Empire 
“Painted Dolls” 





Picture Theatres a 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (19) 
“B'way Stars of 
Future” 
Benny Davis 
Bemis & Brown 
Thelma White 
Addie Seamon 
Jackie Heller 
Calf Crooners 
May Joyce 
Sammy Rowe 
Mammy & Picks 
Phil Ellis & Ray 
“Montana Moon” 
ramount (19) 
“Smart Smarties’ 
B Minnevitch Co 
Rose Kessner 


MeGarry & Dawn 
Lona Lane 
Marjorie Green 
Pau! Ash 
“Benson Murder 
Case" 

Roxy (19) 

“Porcelain Clock” 


Patricia Bowman 
L Reitzig & G'ldan'r 
Lotova & Gorden 
Mount & Love 
Jose Santiago 
Roxy Chorus 
Roxy Ballet Corps 
“Cock o’ the Walk” 
CHICAGO, ILL, 
Avalon (11) 
Cookie’s Bd 
Marco Desert Idea 
Capitol (11) 
Charlie Crafts Bd 
Renee & Fohl 
3 Lightnings 
Taber & Green 
Chicage (11) 
“Jazz Preferred” UU 
Bob Nolan Ba 
Yvette Rugal 
Cy Landry 
Kendall Capps 
Bryant Raines & Y 
4 Show Gir's 
12 Berke Girls 
“Such Men Are 
Dangerous” 
Granada (11) 
“R'b’w R'mbl'rs’ U 
illy Chandler Rad 
2oOrsyth & Kelly 
King & Kine 
Pasquali Bros 
Mary Stone 
Gypsy Lenore 
“Party Girl” 
Marbro (11) 
*“Kiddin Kaptain 
Kidd'’ U 


Joey Ross Bd 
McDonald & Dean 
Arkin & Dorne 
Arch Cannon 
Marbro Vocal 
Lambert Ballet 
“Party Girl” 
Oriental ¢11) 
“Take a Chance” 
Frank Wilson 
Kaye & Sayre 
Johnny Perkins 
Stanley & Ginger 
6 Jansleys 
Madeline 
“Free ar Easy” 
Paradise (11) 
“Now and Then” 
Jack Kelly 
Charlies Withers Co 
Tommy Wonder 
Ward Sis 
8 Gamby Hale Girls 
“Anna Christie” 
Stratford 
Ist half (13-15) 
Ted Leary 
Young King Tr 
Ralph Whitehead 
Bernice & Foran 
Tivoli (11) 
“Meet the Boys” 
Mark Fisher 
Lou Kosloff 
Al Kvale 
Frankie Masters 
Benny Merofft 
Doris Robbins 
Lambert Ballet 
“Sally” 
Uptown (11) 
“Modes and 
Models” UF 
M'ntr'se & Roberts 
Chester Fredericks 
Duftin & Praper 
Nita Carroll 
Willard Fry 
Brengk's Golden H 
¥ Evans Ensemble 
“Anna Christie” 
BROOKLYN 
Fox (12) 
Art in Taps 
Harry Vernon 
Rooney & Gould 
Rube Wolf 
“The Big Party’ 
Paramount (i) 
“Magic Melodies” 
Rudy Vallee 
Helen Lewis Bd 
Ina Williams 
Jere Delaney 
M Duval Co 
Darlean Waler 


En 


U 


McKenzie 


U 


| 
| 
i 
; 





f ase’ T’} y T +A ry ed 
BOSTON | About Women” 
Metropolitan (12) | Fox (12) 
Charlie Davis | Burt & Lehman 
Jazz Lips R'h'dson} Theedore & Katys 
| Burns & Kissen { Nat Spector 
Rubinoff | Mary Price 
“Vagabond King” Lois & Jear 
BUFFALO | Arnold Hartman 
Buffalo (12) } Accordion Beauties 
Rivers of Worid” i “Golden Cali” 
Allen & Canfield Mastbaum (12) 
Ben Dova Bobby Baldwin 
Carlos Peterson Sammy Cohen 
Virginia Bacon | Young Eagles” 
Worthy & Th'mps'n | PITTSBURGH 
Fred Evans Girls Enright (12) 
“Benson Murder “Studio Biues” 








and C. B. 


Dir.: 





DOUBLING 


“1930 REVUE” 
JACK POWELL 
LEDDY & SMITH 


Cochran's 











( 
(12) 


Hippodrome 
Chinese Wl 
Revue” 
Corinne Tilton 
Coscia & Verdi 
Fink Ayers 
“Stri Modern 


(12) 


& 
tly 
Lafayette 
“Uniforms” 
Hunter & Percival 
Stan Meyers 
The Night Ride’ 
CLEVELAND 
State (12) 
Ted Claire 
D Alphonzo Zelaya 
Tommy Atkins 6 
Peg Leg Bates 
Kathryn Lewis 
Janina Krulova 
Chester Hale Girls 
“R’'dhouse Nights” 
DETROIT 
Fisher (12) 
“Songs on Parade" 
Kelo Bros 
George _McClellon 
“Other Tomorrow” 
Fox (12) 
“Hot Dominoes” 
Les Klicks 
Paul Mall 
Jeff Lobonati 
H’t Whitest'’ne & 
Frankie Jenks 
“They Learned 
About Women” 
Michigan (12) 
Jed Dooley 
“Ace High’’ 
Louis Armstrong 
“The Divorcee”’ 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Minnesota (19) 
“Now & Then" U 
Charles Withers Co 
Tommy Wonder 
Ward Sis 
8 Gamby Hale Girls 
NEW HAVEN 
Fox-Poli (12) 
“Jazz Temple’ Idea 
“Her Golden Calf’ 
“Brats” 
“Crazy That Way”’ 
NEWARK 
Branford (12) 
“Dancing Keys” 
Art Kahn 
Gabriel Hines 
Harold Reider 
“Clancy in Wall 
Street” 
PHILADELPHIA 
Farle (12) 


- 





Eddie O'Rourke 


Mills 
Ear Levere 
Rio Bros 
“Phantom 
Upera 
Penn 
S'thern 
Eddie TLeonard 
Bobby Gillette 
Pat Henning 
Chester ms ile Girls 
“The Locked Door’ 
PEON IDE NCE 
Fay'’s (12) 
Ed Janis €o 
Layton & May 
Harry Downing Co 
Marie Blang Co 
pak Ish & Ellis 
‘ngeance” 
W'SHINGT ‘ND. C. 
Fox (19) 
“Accordion” Idea 
Burt & Lehmann 
Theodore Katya 
Nat Spector 
Mary Price 
Arnold Hartman 
Accordion Girls 
Sunkist Girls 
Alexander Callam 
Meyer Davis Sym 
Leon Brusiloft 
“Cameo ” 


Jay 


of the 
{12) 
Melodies” 


“Types” Idea 
Harry Howard 
Trado Twins 
Carlena Diamond 
Harold Stanton 


Saxton & Farrell 
Chas Althoff 
De Mar 
(in to 
2d half (2 
| Gordon's Dogs 
| Hazel R rine Ce 
Jackson & Haskel 
Fisher & Gilmore 
Benny Barton Orch 
Ave. 
(19-22) 
& Royce 


25) 


Gates 


Ist half 
Franklyn 
Murphy & Wilton 
Lillian Morton 
Phylisskak 8 
‘One to filly 

2d half (23-25) 
Kitchen Pirates 
Opera Vs Jazz 
Millard & Marlin 
Runaway 4 
(One to fill) 

Kings (19) 
| Dave Apollon 
| Danzi Goode! 

Burns & Swanson 
|} Betsy Reese 
] Loew's 46th St. 





{ 


ist half (19-22) 
| Les Jardys 
Bayard & C@ok 
Anita Stewart 
Caits Bros 
(One to fill) 

2d half (23-25) 
Amac 
Besser & Balfour 
Lillian Morton 
Parker Babb Orch 


(One to fill) 
Metropolitan (19) 


Mangean Tr 
Bernard -& Squires 
Dave Harris Co 
(Two to fill) 
Oriental 

Ist half (19-22) 
4 Uessems 
Mae Francis 
Jane & Kath Lee 
Tucker & Smith 
(One to fill) 

2d half (23-25) 
Loma Worth 


Ross & Edwards 
Colleano Fam 
(Two to fill) 
Pitkin 

ist half (19-22) 
Kitchen Pirates 
Miller & Henrietta 
Colleano Fam 
Georgie Price 
(One to fill) 

2a half (23-26) 
Kikutas Japs 
3 Rhythm Dancers 
Lillian Shaw 
De Marcos 
Alexandria & O Co 


Valencia (19) 
Teddy Joyce 





CLEVELAND 
Granada (19) 
Bobby Gillette 
Ed lie Leonard 
3 Dennis Sis 
4 Flash Devi's 
Berta Donn 
Pat Henning Co 
COLUMBUS 
Loew's (19) 
Ted Claire 
Zelaya 
Janina Krulova 
Tommy Atkins 
Peg Bates 





Katherine Leiws 
CORONA, L. L 
Plaza 
ist half (19-22) 
Chapelle & Carlton 

{Barr & Davis 
Ray Shannon Co 
Ross & Edwards 
Ralph Otson Cea 
2d half (23-25) 
Nelson's Catland 
Mae Francis 


Anderson & Graves 

Bayard & ‘¢ 

Wilt Osborne 
EVANSVILLE 
Loew's (19) 

Bernard & Townes 

Fs erry Corwe} 

Lang & Haley 

Carl Shaw Co 

(One to fill) 


HOUSTON 
Loew's (19) 
Vardell Bros 
Lane & Harper 
Billy Glason 
Living Jewels 
(One to fill) 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (19) 
Wesley Eddy 
Chevalier Bros 
11 L Dew Dre 
Edna Howard 
Nat Spira 
King King & King 
KANSAS CITY 
Loew's (19) 
Prosper & Maret 
Mary Haynes Co 
“Eton Days U 
(Two to fill) 
MEMPHIS 
State (19) 
Paul Nolan 
Keith Wilbur 
Watson Sis 
Amerique & 
(One to fill) 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (19) 
Milady’s Fan U 
B Uke Henshaw 
NEWARK 
State (19) 
Hungaria Tr 
Sdgar Bergen 
Mae Usher 
Lippell’s Cutie Kids 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (19) 
Sheriff Co 
Elton Co 


Orch 


ps 


Neville 


Co 


Ed 
Rulofft & 
Jue Fong 
Bedine Howard Co 
(One to fill) 
NORFOLK 
State 1(9) 
Revel Bros & Red 
Emmy’s Pets 
Little Jack Little 
Frank Dobson Co 
PITTSBU RGH 
Loew's (19) 





| Jack 





R-K-0 








NEW YORK CITY 
Chester 


Ist half (19-22) 
Bob Ripa 
Sinclair & Ford 
Jimmy Savo 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (23-25) 
Deno & Rochelle C 
Don Cummings 
Aunt Jemima 
Joe Young Co 
Schepp’s Circus 

2d half (16-18) 
Naughton & Gold 
Golf Fiends 

Coliseum 

Ist half (19-22) 
Maryland Col 
Rin Tin Tin 
Naughton & 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (23 
Dance Fables 
Tucker & Smit 
H Gearldine Co 
Anna Seymour 
Havana Casino Or 

2d half (16-18) 
J¢ Daly Co 
Sim Moore & Pal 
Joe Marks Co 


Co 


Gold 


25) 





Murray & Alan 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (16-18) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Cardini 
Leon Leonard Co 
Wilton & Weber 
Herbert G & V 


Hippodrome (19) 
Gaynor & Byron 
Grace Doro 
Freda & Palace 
Meehan’s Dogs 
Evans & Mayer 
Notre Glee Club 

(12) 
6 Marinelli Girls 
J & B Cavanaugh 
Ray Rogers 
La sSelle Pola 
Jones & Wilson 
Herb Williams 
Jefferson 

Ist half (19-22) 
La Salle & Mack 
Brown & Carron Sis 
Mitchell & Dove 
Dance Fables 
Anger & Fair 
Olympia & Winners 
(One to fill) 

2a half (23-25) 











ACCEPTED 


LOEW ROUTE 


MAURICE COLLEANO 


and Associates 


Placed by 


LEDDY & SMITH 











Evans & Mayer 
Olivette Co 
Bist St. 
Ist half (19-22) 
T Monahan & Gir's 
Jack LaVier Co 
Frank DeVoe Co 
6 Brown Bros 
(One to fill) 
2d half (23 
M Cinderella 
Sybil Vane 
McBride Co 
Chris Charlton 
(One to fill) 
2d half (16-18) 
The Reats 
Wm Ebs 
Bob Ripa 
Fanny Brice 
86th St. 
ist half (19-22) 
Ross Rev 
Jackson & Haskell 
Helen Morgan 
Melino & Davis 
(One to fill) 
2d half (23-25) 
Naughton & Gold 
Golf Fiends 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (16-18) 
B & I. Gillette 
Carl McCollough 
Rhyme & Reason 
Peter Higgins 
White & Manning 
58th St. 
ist half (19-22) 
H Geraldine Co 


25) 




















Sunkist Beauties 4 Emps of Harmony !3 Ritz Eros 2 Gobs 
“wore, JACK L, LIPSHUTZ © 
HOTEL 
MANHATTAN 
169 west a7ch St’ TAILOR, 908 Walnut St. Phil 
NEW YORK ut ’ a. 
Alexander Callam Josephine Davis Paul Remos Co Irene Bordoni 
Meyer Davis Sym Seed & Austin Olive Faye Wilton & Weber 
Leon Brusiloft (One to fill) Gloria Lee (One to fill) 
“Big Party” AKRON (One to fill) 2d half (23-25) 
Palace (19) Loew’s (19) RICHMOND Allison Sis 


“Color Rhythm” 
Dave Shooler 
Jane Carr 
“Montana Moon” 
(12) 
“Krazyland” 
Herman Timberg 
Sammy Timberg 
Leo Chalzel 
Hale Girls 
“Lummox” 








Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 

Ist half (19-22) 
Cahill & Maybelle 
3 Rhythm Dancers 
McCoy & Walton 
Benny Barton Orch 
(One to fill) 

2a half (23-26) 
A & G Falls 
Jean Carr 
Joe Darcey Co 
Enchanted Forrest 
(One to fill) 

Delancey St. 

lst half (19-22) 
Homer Romaine 
A & LL. Rudack 
Doyle & Donnelly 
New Yorkers 
(Two to fill) 

24 half (23-25) 
Cahill & Maybelle 
Dorothy Wahl Co 
McCoy & Walton 
Tracey & Hay Co 
(Two to filld 

Fairmoant 

Ist haif (1% 
Amac 
Gus Mulcay 
Renard & West 
Fisher & Gilmore 
Kikutas Japs 

2d half (23-25) 
Inez & De Wynn 
2 Blossoms 
3 Swifts 
Castle of Dreams 
(One to fill) 

Lincoln Sq. 

Ist half (19-22) 


22) 








“Benson Murder 


Moore Sis 
Joe Darcey 
College Life 
(One to fill) 
2d half (23-25) 
Franklyn & Royce 
Lathrop Bros 
Ray Shannon Co 
Sol Brillian Co 
Talbot Kenuy Girls 
National 
ist half (19-22) 
Osaki & Taki 
Freddie Bernard 
Klein Bros 
Betty Cooper Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half (28-25) 
Kafka Stantey & M 
Barr & Davis 
Jack North 
Eidie Hanley Co 
(One to fill) 
Orpheum 
ist half (19-22) 
6 Rockets 
Cariton & Ballew 
Smith & Hart 
3 Swifts 
Castle of Dreams 
2d half (23-25) 
Edith Bow 
O'Neill & Manners 
Lou Holtz 
The Cansinos 
(One to fill) 
Paradise 
Lewis & 
Willie West & M 
Fuzzy Knight 
(Two to fil!) 
State (19) 


(19) 
Moore 





Harrison's Circus 


Les Gellis 


La Fleur & Portia 
Fulmer & Wayne 
Ed Ford & Whitey 
Phil Baker 
Rathburn Co 


ATLANTA 
Loew's (19) 
“Blue Garden" U 

Allan Rogers 
Lewis & Ames 
Les Ghezzi 
% Rolling Stones 
Dodd & Rush 
Winnie Shaw 
Chester Hale Girls 
BALTIMORE 
Loew's (19) 
Herman Timberg 
Barbara Blair 
Leo Chalzel 
Sammy Timberg 
(One to fill) 


BAY RIDGE 
Loew's 


1st half (19-22) 
Gordon's Dogs 
Hazel Romaine Co 
Jackson & Haskel 
Joe Phillips Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (23-25) 
Osaki & Taki 
Doyle & Donnelly 
Barrett & Cunneen 
Wells’ & 4 Fays 
(One to fill) 


BOSTON 
Orpheum (19) 
Ed & Lee Traver 
Billy Beard 
Jack Sidney's Co 
(Two to fill) 
CANTON 
Loew's (19) 
Carr Bros & Betty 
Natalie Alt Co 
J & B Brown 
Al Herman 
Oscar Stang Orch 
CAPITOL 
Loew's (19) 
Michon Bros 
Rosemary 
Sydell Sis 
Hilda Butzova 
2 Boys 
Fred Keating 





Loew's (19) 
Claridge Sis & D 
John Walsh Co 
McManus & Hickey 
Alex Hyde Orch 

ROCHESTER 

Loew's (19) 


Gene Dennis 
Sam Hearn 
Dresden China U 
(Others to fill) 


SYRACUSE 
Loew's (19) 


Lohse & Sterling 
Beth Chailis Co 
Lubin Larry & A 
Harry Girard’s En 
Barto & Mann 


TORONTO 
Loew's (19) 
Aurora 
Bob Nelson Co 
Harry Hayden Co 
Johnny Berkes Co 
Meyers L & R Rev 


WASHINGTON 
Loew's (19) 


Dave Schooler 
Serge Fiash 
3 Small Bros 
June Carr 
(One to fill) 


Willard 


Ist half (19-22) 
Nelson's Catland 
2 Blossoms 
Ketch & Wiima 
Lou Holtz 
Talbot Kenny & G 

2a half (23-25) 
4 Uessems 
Carlton & Ballew 
Anita Stewart 
Raymond & Cavy 
(One to fill) 


Yonkers 

Ist half (19-22) 
Inez & De Wynn 
Ted & Waldman 
Besser & Balfour 
Barrett & Cuneen 
Parker Babb Orch 

2d half (23-25) 
G D’'Ormonde Coa 
Nancy Decker 
Joe Phillips Co 
(Two to fill) 





Wm Ebs 
Josephine Harmon 
Henry Bergman Co 
(One to fill) 

2a half (16-18) 
Rath Bros 
Don Cummings 
Solly Ward Co 
Jim McWilliams 
T Monahan & Giris 

ordham 

Ist half (19-22) 
H & M Ristori 
Sybil Vane 
Richy Craig Jr 
Henry Bergman Co 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (23-25) 
Russian Revels 
Don Galvin 
Rin Tin Tin 
Melino & Davis 
Joe Daly Co 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (16-18) 
4 Sidneys 
Kenny & D’Arville 
6 Brown Bros 
Deszo Retter 
Dance Fables 
Dugan & Parker 
Frank DeVoe 
Blomberg's Alask 

Franklin 


Ist half (19-22) 
Alexander & Elmore 
Reed & Lucey 
Fritzi Scheff Co 
Savoy & Mann 
Top Notches 

2d lwalf (28-25) 
Berk & Swan 
Jean LaCrosse 
Billy Pear! Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (16-18) 
Agawa Girls 
Audrey Wycoff Co 
Briscoe & Waters 
Main St to B’way 
Wateon & Cohen 
Balabanow 5 

Hamilten 

Ist half (19-22) 
Stickney’s Circus 
Frank Conville 
Seider & 4 Peaches 
Jack McBride Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (28-25) 





Falls Reading & B 
Roy Smeck 





— 


Jennier 


T Monahan & 





& Buddy 
Blackstone 
Coeds 


Nan 


Roy Rogers 
Wilton & Weber 
George Wong Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half (16-18) 
Gay Gordons 
Du Pints 
Jos B Stanley 
Anthony & Rogers 
bozo Snyder 
lo Lewis 
Cook Morton 
125th St. 
Ist half (19-22) 
Local Girls 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (23-25) 
Local Girls 
(Others to 
2d half 
Sniirova & 
Frank ‘“Peg’’ 
I. & N Cook 
Two Ladellas 
Local Girls 
Palace (19) 
Bee Hee & Rubyette 
Harrington Sis 
Olivette & Boys 
Jim McWilliams 
M Schwartz Co 
Ben Blue Co 
Peter Higgins 
Lestra Lamont 
Horace | > 1h Or 
2) 
Mowatt C Hardy 
Leavitt & Lockwood 
F & J Hubert 
Miss Lee Morse 
The DeMarcos 
Gus Edward's Rev 
Ben Biue Co 
Stanley Bros & A 


& H 


fill) 
(16-18) 

Bay 
Jones 


Royal 
ist half (19-22) 
Walter Jenny & B 
Bozo Snyder 
Roy Rogers 
Bobby Joyce Co 
2d half (23-25) 
Carries Lillie 
Jackson & Carr 
Harry Holmes 
William’s Midgets 
2d half (16-18) 
3 Belmonts 
Helena Justa & C 
Suite 16 
Polly Saxon Co 
Earl Faber Co 
Backstage Follies 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (19) 
Henry’s Elephants 
Johnny Downs 
Songs & Steps 
Joseph Regan 
Rose's Midgets 
Harris & Radcliffe 
q12) 
Maryland Col 
Carr Lynn 
Helen Morgan 
Wilson Bros 
Aunt Jemima 
(One to fill) 
Bashwick 
Ist half (19-22) 
Booth & Nina 
Saxon 
Billy Pearl Co 
Dooley & Sales 
Lucille Benstead 
2d half (23-25) 
Stickney'’s Circus 
Ryan & McConnell 
Foley & Latour 
Bob Joyce Co 
(One to fill) 
2d half (16-18) 
Danung Danbury 
Rudell & Donegan 
Jackson & Carr 
Paxton 
Henry's Elephants 
Flushing 
Ist half (19-22) 
Dancing 3 
Leon Navara 
Alma Rubens 
Wilson Bros 
Joe Daly Co 
24 half (23-25) 
Ross Rev 
The Two Gobs 
Deszo Retter 
Helen Morgan 
Joe Marks Co 
2d half (16-18) 
H & M Ristori 
Lynn Cantor 
Hal.Skelly Co 
Lloyd & Brice 
Songs & Steps 


’.. Kenmore 

Ist half (19-22) 
6 Marinello Girts 
Don Cummings 
Joe Marks 
Havana CasMo Or 
(One to fill) 

2d half (23-25) 
Bob Carter & Albu 
Sim:Moore & Pal 
Irene Bordoni 
Bob Ripa 
Rhyme & Reason 

2d half (16-18) 
Rodeo Boys 
May Questelle 
M Schwartz Co 
Melino & Davis 
Ross Rev 

Madison 
Ist half (19-22) 





—=Ss, 


(12y 
Lee Twins 
Medley & Duprey 
Gatla Rini & Sig 
Jack Pepper 
HAMILTON 
Palace (19) 
Mazola 3 
Bartra’ & Saxton 
[Irene Vermillion Co 
Weston & Lyons 
Crandall's Circus 
(12) 
Zelda Bros 
Cora Green 
Ada Gordon Co 
Irving Edwards Co 
15 Syncopets 
JERSEY CITY 
State 
[st half (1 





A. B.\Leach & Co.. 


BONDS FOR INVESTMENT 
Tite 





HOWARD SLOAT-; 


~ 


57 William St.. N.Y 





Golf Fiends 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (23-25) 
J Thomas Saxotette 
Sinclair & Ford 
Greta Nissen Co 
Frank Devoe 
Jimmy Savo 
2a half (16-18) 
Wells Craven & IL 
Jack McBride Co 
4. Camerons 
Brady & Wells 
(One to fill) 
AKRON 
Palace (19) 
Grauman H & 
Marie Marlowe 
H & N Leary 
Van & Schenk 
Crystal 3$ 
(Two to fill) 
(12) 
Sensational Togo 
Jean Rankin Co 
Raynor Lehr Co 
Chas Slim Timbling 
Harmony Girls 
Bert Walton 
Dixie Days 
ALBANY 
Proctor’s (19) 
Luster Bros 
Bobby May 
Rhea & rt ggg 
(12 
Hayes Marsh 
Clark & Smith 
Billy Zeck Co 
Ray & Harrison 
4 Phillips 
BOSTON 
Keith-Albee (19) 
3 Melfords 
Paul Kirkland 
A & M Havel 
Carr Lynn 
White & Manning 
(12) 
Russian Art Circus 
The Fashion Show 
Al Hall Co 
Joseph Regan 
Grace Doro 
BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (19) 
Max & Co 
Hal Neiman 
Leavitt & Lockwood 
(Two to fiill) 
(12) 


Vv 


& H 


Fink & Ayres 
Coscia & Verdi 
Corinne Tilton 
Chi Whoopee 
(One to fill) 

CHICAGO 

Palace (19) 
Digitanos 
Yates & Lawley 
Sylvia Clark 
Roth & Shay 
(Others to fill) 

1 


Rev 


(12) 
Blossom & June 
Geo Andree Co 
Maker & Redford 
Clayton J & D 
Brennan & Rogers 
Roy Cropper 
Norman 3 

State-Lake (19) 
Derickson & Brown 
Billy House Co 
Stuart & Lash 
Cavaliers 

(12) 

George Andree Co 

Fulton & Parker 

Ward & Van 

Blackstone 
CINCINNATS 

Albee (19) 

A Rasch Ballet 

Wheeler & Morton 

Lulu McConnell Co 

Milo 

Blossom Seeley Co 

(12) 
tl. Osborne & Chico 
Fred Sylvester 
Sylvia Clark 
Chas Bennington Co 

CLEVELAND 
105th (19) 
George Andree Co 
Fulton & Parker 
Bennington'’s Co 
Claudia Coleman 

IB eet Co 


qd 
Lamont x 





Gilt Edge Rev 
Polly Saxon 
Powers & Jarrett 
Victor Oliver 
Honey Tr 
2a half (23- 
The McReas 
Earl Faber Co 
Suite 16 
Geo Beatty 
(One to fill) 
2d half (16-18) 
Large & Morgner 
Freda & Palace 
Edna Torrence Co 
(Two to fill) 
KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (19) 
Alexander Sis 
Healy & Cross 
Block & Sully 
Blackstone 
(12) 
Girls 


25) 


16 Tiller 
Nash & Fately 
Wim & Joe Mandel 
Owen McGivney 
Wager 
LOS ANGELES 
Hillstreet (19) 
Arthur Petley Co 
Gold & Raye 


Tempest & Sunshine 


Sol Gould 
(One to fill) 

(12) 
Lime 
Adela Verne 
Rob Hope 
Webb's Ent 
(One to fill) 

Meck EKESP ORT 


half (19-22) 
Mack & Wright 
Dalton & Craig 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (28-25) 
Clifford & Marion 
Brian McDonald 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (16-18) 
Ada Brown Co 
(Others to fill) 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Orpheum (19) 
Flo Mayo Co 
G & M Eline 
Egan Co 
(Two to fill) 

(12) 

Ann Pritchard Co 
Zelda Santley 
Univer of Minn Bd 
Eddie Nelson 
Claire Sis & O'Day 

MONTREAL 

Imperial (19) 
Harriman S & L 
Local 
Morris & Campbell 
Frankenburg’s Juvs 
Hilton ° ie 


Ist 


Br’en La Bard & Bd 
Anderson & Burt 
Jimmy Lucas Co 
Roxy's Gang 
(One to fill) 

ssi tt + «eal 


eith’s 

ist half (19-22) 
Scepp’s Circus 
Don Galvin 
Blood & Thunder 
Devito & Denny Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (23-25) 


Ora 
Jolly Tars 
Powers & Jarrott 
Frank Conville 
Herb Williams 
2a half (16-18) 
Robbins 3 
Raymond Baird 
George Schreck Co 
Bob Robinson 
Deno & Rochelle Co 
NEWARK 
Palace (19) 
Alleen & Marjorie 
Hal Skelly Co 
Glenn & Jenkins 
4 Camerons 
(One to as 
12) 
Adeline Bendon Ce 
Stan Kavanaugh 
Dillon & Parker 
Richy Craig Jr 








This Week; 


OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. ¥. & 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 BROADWAY 
Ted & Kathryn Andrews; 
Farland Sisters 








Loma Worth 
Walter Walters Co 
Chain & Conroy 
Shuron Devries 
Palace (19) 
Fred Sylvester 
Ruby Norton 
Clayton J & 
Brennan & Rogers 
(12) 
R Market Girls 
Roth & Shay 
Chris Charlton 
Van & Schenck 
(One to fill) 
DENVER 
Orpheum (19) 
Cirillo Bros 





Monica & Skelly 
Scott Sanders 
Pepito 





Honey Tr 
NEW ROCHELLE 
Keith's 

ist half (19-22) 
Gray Fam 
William Ebbs 
Rhyme & Reason 
Dan Healy 
(One to fill) 

2a half (23-25) 
Lamont 4 
Myra Langford 
La Belle Pola 
Wilson Bros 
(One to fill) 

2a half -(16-18) 
Larimer & Hudson 
Johnny Downs 
Jay Seiler Co 
Anger & Fair 
Luster Bros 








Hello! 
“Appearances.” 





BROWNE and LAVELLE 
London “Era” 
BROW rx 
Cook and Oatman. 


Knglish Representatives, 


PARNELL & ZEITLIN, 


BROWNE and LAVELLE 


after 10 great weeks in Austr: 
lladium engagement, a 
one of the best acts America has sent ws.” 
k and recording for Columbia. 
on is a big hit in “Appearances,” 


broadcasted for 2LO during Pa 
States that “BROWNE and LAVELLE 
and LAVELLE playing Coliseum this wee 
(Our old friend Bert Kyt 


11 Golden Sq., 


Tondon 


London). 


alia, opened at Palladium, London, and were an instant 
nd after playing Birmingham and 


Leeds BROWNE. and LAV! ELLE were brought for return engagement at Palladium. 


Now on 10th consecutive week and topping all bills. 


at the Kovalty Theatre, Robert Sutton Browne, son of BROWNE and LAVELLE, appearing in 


American Representatives, WEBER-SIMON AGENCY 

















Ty 


VARIETY 
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lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 


for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daiiy paper. 


tten theatrica! news items as pub- 
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LONDON 


syagainst her by Dorothy Knapp, show 
| girl, who claims s was ousted from 


Ove! 

Hug »wds tampeded the 
rack at th opening of tt di 
track season here indicating the 
sport iS € er more populal aS afl 
evening amus¢ er! 

Henry Hewitt and Douglas Bur 
bidge have the leads in “B. J. I 
Stephen King-Hauail’s all-male war | 
play at the Globe. [an Fleming, 
Scott Gatty and John Garside in 
support. 

W. J. Locke, English novelist, is 


seriously ill on the Riviera 


been added 


has 
Maurice 


bil Thorndike 
“Othello,” which 


S) 


to 


is shortly producing with Paul | 
Robeson in the name part Peggy | 
Ashcroft Max Montesole and Mau 
rice Browne already cast 
NEW YORK 
One woman was killed and 37 
persons injured when part of the 


projection booth in the Renaissance 
theatre, 7th avenue and 137th street, 
crashed down on the audience, num- 
bering over 400. Projection booth 
had no supporting columns, being 
attached to the wall by steel gir- 
ders. Renaissance is mainly pa- 
tronized by the neighborhood col- 
ored folks. 


Mrs. Grace Riopel Blakeley Hyde, 
actress and social registerite, won 
an interlocutory divorce and $1,000 
a month alimony from her wealthy 
husband, William J. Hyde. Mrs. 
Hyde told of Hyde's unseemly 
friendship with an unknown woman 
in Florida and his later association 
with a woman named “Lilla.” Mrs. 
Hyde played London engagements 
in “The Only Girl” and “Tonight's 
the Night.” Her marriage to Hyde 
was her second, previously married 
to James Blakeley, a British officer, 
killed in the World War. 


Mrs. Dolly La More, actress, 
moved to punish her’ husband, 
Harry La More, vaude wire walker 
and juggler and known outside the 
profession as Harry Hemme, for 
contempt of court. She charges that 
she instituted a New York State 
suit for separation last October and 
that La More failed to pay $30 a 
week temporary alimony granted 
her and also managed to conceal 
assets. 





Combined fees of 


all attorneys 
who 


worked on the recent Fox 
tangle were placed at $2,000,000. 
Samuel Untermyer alone was re- 
ported as receiving $1,000,000 as 
counsel fees, which sum was not 
verified, 

Judge Joseph A. Delaney of Pat- 
erson, N. J., was to pronounce sen- 
tence yesterday (Tuesday) on Ber- 
nays Johnson, vaude player, for at- 
tempting a criminal attack on his 
girl assistant, Genevieve Calgan, 22. 
Johnson plays in vaude as the elec- 
trical wizard, sitting in a chair and 
permitting 2,500 volts of electricity 
to run through his body. Miss Cal- 
gan charged that when she applied 
for a job as assistant to Johnson 
and found out all she had to do was 
to strap him in the chair, she re- 
fused to take the position. When 
she prepared to leave, she said, 
Johnson made a criminal attack en 
her and attempted to shoot her, A 
Paterson, N. J., jury Monday re- 
turned verdicts of guilty against 
him both on the criminal attack and 
assault and battery charges. 

First bootleg song vendor to be 
arrested for violation of Section 441 
of thé bill signed last Monday by 
Governor Roosevelt, making it a 
state misdemeanor to sell copy- 
righted music without the consent 








of the publishers, was Theodore 
Aaronson, 30, of Brooklyn. He 
was held in $25 bail. Paul Fishoff 
of the M. P. P. A. was the com- 
plainant. 

Report from Portland, Me. says 


Pauline Frederick and Hugh Chis- 
holm Leighton, president of the In- 
terstate News Co., will be married 
this month. Miss Frederick has been 
thrice wed and divorced. 

Salon of Belle Livingstone, former 
actress, at 384 Park avenue, raided 
by revenue officers. Miss Living- 
stone’s rendezvous was w. k. to ritzy 
and theatrical circles. She stated 
she would fight the charge of pos- 
sessing liquor on the ground that it 
is her own home. 





Mrs. Frederick Courtland Penfield, 
who backed Earl Garroll’'s “Vani- 
ties” to the extent of $250,000. 
showed astonishing uy familiarity 
wi . show business during the trial 
in the suit for $250,000 brouenht 


Browne ; 


the musical because of Mrs. Pen- 
id's influence Virs Penfield | 
stated that she was barely acquaint- | 
led with Carroll and that she had 
angveled the revue through Mrs. Eve- 
Ivn Hubbell, non-pro, wko acted as 
isi carrier for her. She said that 
she bore no grudge against Dorothy 
| Knapp, and adde@ “She can't help it 
if she can't sing,” said Mrs. Penfield, | 
-}| who eems to be an inconscious 
}; critic 
| Preston Sturges, author of “Strict- 
| ly Dishonorable,’ and Eleanor Post 
| Hutton, society girl, eloped. Girl's 
| parents previously admonished the 
| girl to wait six months. 
} — - 
On one of the persons of two al- 
| leged forgers two checks were found 
| signed “Rudy Vallee, per Edwin 
Scheuing, attorney Both men are 
| being held on charges of forgery and 


grand larceny. 

Leah Roode, 21, Chicago colored 
cabaret singer now at the Krazy 
Kat, New York, visited the Supreme 
Court and asked permission to 
change her name to Helen Morgan, 
She said that she had used. that 
name for five years in Chicago. 


Florence Rice, daiighter of Grant- 
land Rice, announced her engage- 
ment to Sydney Andrew Smith. 
Wedding June 12. Miss Rice left 
“June Moon” three weeks ago. 





Mrs. Marie Cunningham Rabino- 
witz, of Scarsdale, non-pro, filed 
suit for divorce in White Plains, 
N. Y., from Miles C. Rabin- 
owitz, non-pro, naming four ac- 
tresses: Myrna Darby, Flossie Cyron 
and Lillian Bonad, all show girls, 
and Katherine Moylan, lately gone 
into pictures. She is seeking $3,000 
a week alimony. Charges since they 
were married, May 6, 1927, her hus- 
band has been home onl. two days 
of the week. 

A dispatch from Tokio states that 
76 passages and three whole scenes 
were censored out of the dramatized 
version of “All Quiet on the West- 
ern Front,” by shocked police. It 
was being presented by the Tsukiji 
Little Theatre Company. 





Mary Kelley, dancer, attempted to 
end it all by taking iodine in her 
mother’s home in White Plains, 
N. Y. Her condition was at first 
believed to be serious, but later 
stated she would recover. Miss Kel- 
ley, it was said, has been ill and in 
a nervous condition since she was 
in an auto accident June 21, 1928. 


Harry Thaw asked the court to 
set aside the verdict ordering him 
to pay Marcia Estardus $25,000 for 
spanking her in his apartment in 
1927. He is attempting to prove that 
the girl is not as quiet and home- 
loving as she said. 


Wilda Bennet, stage actress and 
wife of Pepe D’Albro, dancer, filed 
suit against Anthony Wettach, non- 
pro, for $20,000 damages. Miss Ben- 
net charges Feb. 17, last, she was 
thrown from his automobile due to 
his reckless driving. She fell to 
the street and was run over, seri- 
ously injuring one of her legs. Be- 
cause of this, she claims, she has 
been unable to continue on the stage. 


Edith Thayer, known on the air as 
Jane McGrew, was seriously injured 
when her automobile crashed into a 
telegraph pole near En,ield, Conn., 
and pinned her benecth. She is 
slowly recovering at her home in 
Cochituate, Mass. 


Aarons & Freedley have purchased 


the Alvin theatre from A. H, Pin- 
cus and M. IL. loldstone, who 
built it. 


Rose Nelson, dancer, formerly in 
“Vanities,” filed suit against Dr. 
Louis M. Goodman, chiropodist, for 
$50,000 for damages done to her left 


foot. Miss Nelson charges that on 
lJan. 6, last, Dr. Goodman treated 
her foot and through carelessness 


caused it to become infected. She 
asserts danger of losing. 

Frances Starr, actress, wife of 
Haskell Coffin, 52, portrait painter, 
is in Reno establishing legal resi- 
dence to secure a divorce. Coffin 
confirmed his wife’s intention. 

Mary J. Williams, actress and 
heiress to part of the American Ex- 
press Company millions, will short- 
ly wed John Ritchie Boyd and leave 
the stage. She was previously en- 
gaged to marry Howard Ferdinand 
Nance, close friend of her new in- 
tended husband 

Suit of Adelaide Lean, sister of 
Cecil Lean, and ai 58-year-old 
grandmother, against Charles F. 
Harman, 67, millionaire, for $250,000 
; was decided in her favor in the 
Supreme Court by a jury ordering 








| NEW COLUMBIA. 


(STOCK) 

Less dirt in this week's show than 
|last, with the comics practically 
|muted and the girls getting their 
fling at the rough stuff. Probably 
| the coppers told them what's what 
| after last week and they toned. 
| This week the femme principals go 
wide open for cootch and strip stuff 
which may also get official atten- 
tion, 

Despite everything a much better 
performance all around and a better 
mob in Monday night, 
| the legitimate specialties more than 
j}rough stuff, so much so it looked as 
| though the speciality folk 
carrying their own boosters. 

“Frolics of 1931” is title of 
the current show, with Hil 
lary, doing tramp, retained as prin 
cipal comic, and a second comi: 
ing hebe supposedly carrying the 
comedy brunt. Neither get to first 
with the archaic material, and 
when not blueing it up, aren't there 
It's the gals’ show all the way, and 
how they give it to them. Florence 
Naomi, Gert and Ruby Foreman, 
holdovers, contest with one another 
in the takeoff and tease, and about 
even, 

Comedy 
death in 


were 


the 


Cress 


ao 


base 


scenes mostly done to 
wheel and stock houses 


Just bridge gappers to give the 
gals breath after the wiggling 
grinds. 

With Hillary held down on the 
dirt stuff he amounted to little 
more than a walkaround and the 
other comic merely a shadow. Just 


how long they’re going to buy into 
these operas to see dames peel off 
and no laughs is anybody’s guess. 
Same arrangement has practically 
knocked off the whee! shows and 
it’s slim chances the stocks can do 
better. 

More attention paid to the pre- 
sentation of the ensemble numbers 
this week and they get over, 
Chorus looks like a new mob with 
few holdovers from previous week 
and the new mob better lookers and 
workers than the previous bunch. 

The whole show, or practically 
what there is of it, is packed into 
the first stanza, with the second 
having no other excuse than to pro- 
vide an intermission to give the 
candy butchers a chance. No pro- 
grams again, which makes it tough 
spotting credits for the newcomers, 
but maybe they're hiding out any- 
way. 

Fair biz Monday night but will 
have to do better in this small ca- 
pacity house to stick. Edba. 


Mutual Closings 


Mutuals closing Saturday (April 
12) included “Step Lively Girls” at 
the Orpheum, Reading, Pa.; “Social 
Maids” at the Grand, Hartford, 
Conn. (house dark a week then re- 
opens April 21 with dramatic stock 
direction, James Thatcher); ‘‘Wine, 
Woman and Song,” Plaza, Worces- 
ter, Mass.; “Ginger Girls,’ Howard, 
Boston. ; 

Shows closing April 19 are “Take 
a Chance,” ct the Gayety, Wash- 
ington; “Sliding Bill’ Watson, Star, 
Brooklyn; “Flapper Follies,” How- 
ard, Boston. 

Slated to end April 26: “Girls 
From Happyland,” at Lyric, Bridge- 
port, and “Get Hot,” Star, Brooklyn; 
“Girls in Blue,” Hudson, Union City, 
N. J., and “Hello Paree,”’ Gayety, 
Washington. 


. BROOKLYN STOCK OUT 


Burlesque stock is out again at the 
Myrtle, Brooklyn, with musical tabs 
supplanting this week. 

Tabs are in on a semi-weekly 
change with pictures. 





Dr. S. Parks Cadman’s noon-hour 
Lenten services at the R-K-O Pal- 
ace, New York, held from Tuesday 
to Friday last week, are being held 
this week also (15-18). Admission 
is free, with the theatre contributed. 





Harman to pay $25,000. Miss Lean’s 
action was for damages to her at- 
fections, alleging she was acquaint- 
ed with him for a long time, that he 
paid her rent and bought her 
clothes. Sventually, she stated, 
Harman mentioned marriage to her 
and gave her a serpent-carved ring. 
Miss Lean was the former wife of 
Charles Kaufman, Detroit banker, 
whom she divorced in 1904, after 
which she resumed her maiden 
name, 


CHICAGO 


Paddy Harmon, boxing promoter 
and formerly in charge of the Chi 
Stadium, lost his fight for Repub- 
lican nomination for sheriff. 


Albert J. Damon, manager of the 
Lincoln Dixie theatre, Chicago 
Heights, was robbed of $2,900 by a 


couple of gunmen who kidnapped 
him. 
“Sombras de Gloria.” Spanish 


talker, at 
one week, 


the Lorraina theatre for 








applauding 


| 


| the 


| pertormers 


| Mutual 





The rotary stock arrangement 
under which the Mutual wheel will 
operate next season may scrap cur- 
rent revue formula and revert to 
former layout of shows built on a 
book instead of the bits and black- 
outs. 

The book idea will at least be given 
|a try at the opening of the new sea- 
with lined up in 
acts carrying out 
suggestion of story idea in the one 
| act and with the 
specialties spotted in olio. 

If the book idea flops shows may 
to the blackouts and 





shows 
and 


; son 


two 


being 


lio, 


extravaganzas 


revert strip 


stuft 


Mad at Herk, Dropping 
“Burlesque” From Stock 


A number of burlesque stocks or- 
ganizing for summer and for spot- 
ting in regulation burlesque houses 
will drop the burlesque classifica- 
tion entirely and project the enter- 
musical stock. 
change of 
will comprise 
and 

the formula 
Some have taken the idea of drop- 
ping of the burlesque in advertising 
and exploitation as a slap back at 
I. H. Herk for his idea of dumping 
franchised producers next season 
when Mutual wheel will operate its 
own shows. 


prises as 

Despite classification 
casts 
will be 


the shows 


in same 


Burlesque Stocks 
Summer 
Howard, 
Koud producing 
pany has been organized in New 
York and will rehearse here two 
weeks prior t6 opening in Boston, 
Among those already signed are 
Mike Sacks, Fred Binder, Adeline 
Parks, Johnny Cook, Harry Cornell, 


the 
Billy 
Com- 


steck 
Boston, 


goes into 
May 4, with 
the shows. 


Harry Connors, Vera Walton, Lu- 
cille Carroll, Opal Oakley, Eddie 
Ryan and Paul Adams. 


Harry Strouse has taken over the 
Majestic, Williamsport, Pa., and 
will install musical stock next week 


(April 21). 
Company engaged out of New 
York includes Wayne Kirk, Eddie 


Soper, Jay Kelly, Lawrence Hager, 
Clyde Costello, James Hall,. Frank 
Harcourt, Vivian Kent, Maxine 
Lane, Billie Emerson, Helen O'Neill, 
and others. 

Strouse has 
Mutual shows. 

Stock burlesque supplanted Mu- 
tuals at the Orpheum, Paterson, 
N. J., this week (April 14). 

Ed Ryan, Mutual producer, is pro- 
ducing show and cast includes Sam 
Raynor, Lester Mack, Johnny Cros- 
by, Frank McConville, Gladys Clark, 
Lona Du Val, Betty Du Val, Jear 
Williams and Four Chocolate Dan- 
dies. 

The Star, Brooklyn, will install 
stock policy to follow in the closing 
of Mutual season there in two 
weeks. 

Star is controlled by Sam Ray- 
mond, who also has the Gayety, 
Brooklyn, with latter house also 
having gone stock last week. 


been prodycer of 


Cincinnati, April 15. 

Mayer Lentz has installed stock 
policy at the Empress. 

Company includes Harry Bentley, 
Elsie Bergere, Mary Lee Tucker, 
Eleanor Cody, Les Dunn, Bob Sand- 
berg, Bobby Whalen, Beatrice Can- 
tor and Erhardt Brothers. 


Detroit, April 15. 

Stock supplanted wheel shows at 
the National this week. 

Company includes Frankie Moore, 
Paul West, Marie Texas, Charlie 
Fagan, Bobby Vail, Gilbert Mack, 
Paul Markoff, Cecil Manners, Bub- 
bles Yvonne and Mary Ryan. 





Summer Squawk Fails 


Howard Burkhardt, manager of 
the City, New York, stock burlesque, 
who was pinched several weeks ago 
upon a complaint from John Sum- 
ner over lobby pictures, was dis- 
missed. 

The presiding magistrate pro- 
nounced the pictures “works of art” 
and the Sumner complaint was 
tossed out of court. 





Howard, Wash., Closes 
Washington, April 15. 

A. E. Lichtman is closing his col- 
ored Howard this week. District 
government ordered a steel curtain 
the cost of which Lichtman decided 
was prohibitive. 

House had been doing well with 
imported principals and a_ stock 
chorus. 





burlesque | 


as burlesque. | 


‘Shows on Book | $2,250 Damage 
Plan, Revue Idea Out 


Verdict 
For Dolores Garcia 


Syracuse, April 12 

Suffering injuries that kept her 
off the stage for weeks and which. 
she claims, will prove a permanent 
handicap to her dancing career, 
Dolores Garcia, in private life Betty 
Rose, won a $2,250 verdict against 
Harry Layner and his father, Wolt 





Lavner, of Manlius, in Supreme 
Court here Miss Garcia, appearing 
last summer with “Broadw 
Scandals” at the Temple, sued a 
a result of injuries received wh 
a car driven by the younger Lavne: 
and owned by his father, collided 
with a pole, after skidding on a 
pavement 


here 


wet 


Betty Roberts of the Broadway 
Scandals” troupe was also hu 
| While Michael Levine, fourth mem- 
ber of the party, was fatally in- 
jured. 





Miss Garcia sued for $25,000 dam- 
ages. Miss Roberts, in anothe 
tion, asks $10,000. 


mat 


Stock Troupe Stopped 
Before Curtain Rises 


Waterbury, Conn., April 1 


Stock burlesque at Jacques theua- 


tre got off on the wrong foot. The 
cops stopped the first performance 
before the curtain was even rung 
up. 

The grand opening of the “Broad- 


way Vanities” company was set for 
the early hours of Sunday mor- 
ning. Stories that the show was 
going to be “hot” drew a house of 
about 500 and the cops. Due to the 
police interference the opening per- 


formance was put over until the 
Monday matinee. No arrests were 
made. 
Edward Lewis is operating the 
company. 
Burlesque Changes 
Mae Brown left New York Sun- 


day (13) to play two weeks at the 
Empress, Chicago. Hindu Wasau, 
with “Hindu Belles,” has two weeks 
set for the same Chi house. 

Ann Corio, now with “Girls in 
Blue,” after its Mutual tour, closes 
April 26 in Union City, N. J., will 
open the following week at the Mu- 
tual stock in Toledo. 


Jean Lee has supplanted Peggy 
Reynolds as featured runway soub 
with the stock at the Irving Place, 
New York. 

Opal Oakley closed with stock at 
the American, New York, last week 
to hop into the stock at the Gayety, 
Scranton, this week. 

Mildred Cozierre, who had been 
out of the Irving Place, New York, 
stock for several weeks due to ill- 
ness, returned last week. Rose 
Bernrad, who had been pinch hit- 
ting for Miss Cozierre, closed. 

Joan Collette has been added to 
brigade of femme principals with 
stock at the Gayety, Brooklyn. 

Billie Holmes, formerly with 
Harry Steppe’s Mutual, opened with 
the stock at American, New York, 
this week. 

Danny Murphy, Al and Butler I.e 
Roy and Gale Gale opened with 
stock at the Apollo, New York, this 
week. 

Jack Reid, Mutual producer, went 
in as producer for the stock shows 
at the Academy, Pittsburgh, this 
week. Reid has also made several 
changes in the line-up of principals 
with Jerri McCauley, Fred (Falls) 
Binder and Evelyn Whitney added 
this week. 

New principals in for the stock 
at Gayety, Detroit, includes Jack 
Greenman, Lon Powers, Paul Work- 


man, Buddy Abbott, Thad de 
Monico, Harry Barber, Ione O’'Don- 
nell, Annabelle LaMorris, Esta 


Olga, Bee Vester, Toots Bronner. 


Jersey Stock Blows 


Stock burlesque blew the middle 
of last week at the Grand, Fair- 
view, N. J., owing cast and chorus 
salaries and with the performers 
refusing tp go on for the Thursday 
night show unless paid for previous 
week. 

Rube Cohen organized the stock 


and was also featured comic. He 
claimed his backer ran out on him 
after the opening. 
ENGAGEMENTS 

Vivian and Lenore (sister team! 
with Elwin Strong Players, ope! 
ing Fremont, Neb., May 3. 

Kenna Hawaiian Trio, openisy 
Verne Sloat Co., May 5, Vermo! 
ville, Mich. 

Jean Spence added to “All © 
Show,” featuring Babe Hgan 4 


Redheads. 
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Panhandling 
Alert 


With unemployment the _ alibi, 
mendicancy is spreading to the point 
now where it is-no longer territory 
that counts. Lately every type of 


racketeering in the beggar line has 


| 


started to penetrate the subways, 
with a rider lucky to go to work in| 
the morning or come home at night 
vithout being stuck for loose 


change, if any 
Through national 
professional beggars 
ered glasses, canes and tin 
suddenly faced with new 
tion. Perfectly healthy looking and 
able men are going into the racket. 
Several are using the old inva- 
lided soldier gag of walking | 
through subways trains, laying a 
little package of something or other, 
a cheaply printed folder of poetry or 
just a plain, ordinary plea jn every- 


scarcity of jobs, 


with the col- 


cups are 


body’s lap, coming around later to 
collect. This has always worked 
with most pecple going for a dime, 
more or less, and handing back the 


come -on purchase 
times are 
who could be heaving 


Vow changing. 


coal or clean 


ing streets are passing out cheap 
nail files, pocket knives and other 
souvenirs, buyable at about 50c a 
zxross. Along with it comes a plea 
that this must be done to make a 
living. 

One beggar who has been working 
the subways had a fight with an- 
other because they were running 


into each other. 

\nother using the subways all 
day, and for a nickel’s carfare, with 
no cops to chase him, has a real 
system worked out. He will work 
one subway line for a couple of 
weeks, getting on at different sta- 
tions each morning and working 
until he completes the train, getting 
off to grab another with fresh cus- 
tomers. After working other lines 
the same way, he returns to retake 
the old charity givers taken before. 

The payoff one morning was when 
one of the subway mendicants, who 
really looked blind, got off into one 
of the vestibules and, when he 
thought no one looking, 
out his watch the 
was. 


Castillian Starts May 1, 


_. 
LUSH 


time 


was 


to see what 


competi- | 


ie. OV 


Several] | 


} 
| 
' 
| 
} 
| 
| 


| 


icharge of placing a 


Going to Systems: 
Beggars Hot Competition 





Friars’ Sat. Nite 


lay C. Flippen was the guest of 
ionor at the Friars Saturday night 
and again the bi-monthly event 


went across in a big way 
Star of the evening was James J 


Corbett, who told some stories of his 


barnstorming days—things that he 
can laugh at in retrospect. Flippen 
did very well himself With Phil 
Baker he entered a clown contro- 


er who copped whose act 


Slick Slot Sleuth 





Harlem Obeys 


While the rank and file of 
taxi drivers are giving the 
Whalen compulsory uniform 
ruling the passive resistance 
treatment, the Negro chauf- 
feurs ef Harlem have wel- 
comed the uniforms seemingly. 
Uptown is the only spot the 
controversial dusters and cap 
ave made their appearance, 











HOTEL PADLOCK’ 
STARTS PANIC 


When Maurice Campbell, prohibi- 
administrator, raided Manger 
el, he chilled the Main Stem. 


tion 


padlock proceedings is 


- ederal padlock proceedings is 
r | irming the Hotel Association with 
e biz definitely hurt for hotels in the 


Passer, He Says’ 


innocent of the 
spurious nickel 


Sobbing she was 


lin the turnstile slot of the I. R. T., 
| Margaret Cochran, 21, of 226 West 
97th street was in West Side Court 
ibefore Magistrate Francis X. Mc- 





and held in bail for 


Sessions 


Quade $100 
Special 

Miss Cochran was arrested on the 
96th street platform of the I. R. T. 
by special officer Edgar Frick. 
told reporters he had seen Miss 
Cochran pass through the turnstiles 
several previous and he 
leged that she inserted a bogus coin 


days al- 


then. 

A watch was kept at the plat- 
form. 

Miss Cochran modishly dressed 
again went through the turnstile. 
Frick asserted he noticed the spu- 
rious coin deposited by the model 
He halted her and announced she} 
was under arrest. She became hys- 
terical. 

“Frick took her to the police sta- 
tion (100th St.) There she was 


' searched and Frick stated two more 
} 


No Cover and Table d’ Hote | 


Jack Goldman will open his road 
house, Castillian Royal, on the Pel- 
ham (Bronx) road May 1, with 
Ben Pollack orchestra. 

Now building to the side of the 
road house is an open air pavilion 
seating 400. 

At the Castillian no cover charge 
will be tacked on at any time. A 
table d’hote meal at $2.25 will be 
featured. 


oo —____ 








spurious nickels were found in her 
handbag. She stated they had been 
given to her by a girl chum, he 
said. 


After Miss Cochran had been held 
a youtly appeared in court and ar- 





ranged for her bond. She said her 
home is in saben Ky. 
Ball Game 

R-K-O’s baseball team, just or- 


ranized, starts April 26 against the 
nine of Walker Bros., brokerage 
firm in the financia)] district. 


African Art Socked for Indecency 


In City of Most Vivid Nudes—Paris 


+ 


Paris, April 5. 

African art treasures, alleged to 
be too indecent for public exhibition, 
have been returned to their owners 
by Baron Henri de Rothschild after 
on view for three weeks in the art 
gallery in the basement of the 
Baron’s Theatre Pigalle. 

Works included seven statues 
which beat even the Folies Bergere’s 
revue in nudity. 

Tristan Tzara, poet, deeply inter- 
ested in African art, protests the 
Baron's action and claims that Afri- 
can art is exerting considerable cur- 
rent influence and can not be looked 
upon as more objectionable than 
Classic statuary. He makes him- 
self the champion of the owners, 
whom he considers that the 
of their qualifies as 
holders of obscene matter, and is 
s0ing to apply to the court to have 
the expelled statues reinstated in 
the Pigalle Gallery, thus giving them 
4 “good character” certificate 

The 


possessions 


Rothschild point of view is 
Simply not one of artistry, but that 
the gallery is open to the public, 
which = cause the theatre, 
above it, loss of patronage if it were 
renee containing exhibits unfit 
for public view. 

That he did not take action 00 
¢ he says, is due to friends onl) 
recently calling his attention to the 


Naracter of 


afte r 


the exhibited 


own 


WOrkKS 


+) , —_— ‘ } 
neil families had yvisiied 


the gallery, 


return | 








GAL NO GUN MOLL 


Told One Cop She ‘Had Gotten Gun 
From Another 


“Don't call me a gun moll. 
the rod from a 
Brooklyn,” said Grace Depew, 26, 
hostess, of 308 West 44th street to 
patrolman Walter Ulsamer in West 


I just 


borrowed cop in 


Side Court before she was ar- 


rained on the charge of possessing 


a fully loaded revolver. Magistrate 
McQuade held Miss Depew in $500 
bail for Special Sessions 

Miss Depew, arrested before, rode 
in a taxi from South Brooklyn. She 


stated she had been in the company 


ntertainment belt as a result. 


Tou salesmen, executives, 


ists, 


-of-town buyers and even the- 
atrical folk who were wont to make 
; their New York homes within hop- 
|} ping distance of the theatres have 


Frick | 


| unknown 
| to make 
| rooms, 

| self, 


| wanted to. 





| Times Square district, 
; rooms, 


given Broadway the go-by. 
stemming newer 
tan for habitat. 


They're 
climes in Manhat- 

Spokesmen for the hotels say that 
as long as padlock proceedings can 
be brought against a hotel for find- 
ing a spot of booze in a guest room, 


every hotel is in jeopardy. And— 
so in view of the latest things it’s 
how to keep a guest from drinking 


that’s the big worry for them. 
hotel has gone so far as to 
hire a trio of outside detectives, and 
to the hotel’s employees, 
periodic search of the hotel 
The Hotel Association, it- 
has taken no official stand. In- 
side dope is that it can't even if it 
Any backslap at Camp- 
bell at this time, the members fear, 
may bring down another raid, 
Federal complaint against thé 
Manger, which is the largest in the 
and has 2,000 
to padlock only 16 


One 


seeks 


guest rooms in which it is alleged 
liquor had been found by prohibi- 
tion agents. But in another com- 


plaint against the Cornish Arms, E. 
23d street, a hotel of 350 rooms, pad- 
locking of the entire building is 
sought. 

Hotel men claim that when 
Campbell raided the two hotels he 
broke an agreement made with the 
Hotel Association about two years 
ago. This was to the effect that 
Association was to be notified by 
Campbell whenever he should find 
evidence of prohibition violation in 
a New York hotel and permit the 
association to impose a penalty on 
the violator without the use of pub- 
lic axes. The agreement and the 
conference which preceeded it, the 


‘hotel owners aver, was made at the 
| invitation of Campbell himself. 


of a Brooklyn cop. Leaving, she | 
took the bluecoat’s gun, she said 
She came to Manhattan 

She had the cab stoppe ad in front} 


of the Brighton restaurant 


onnosite 


Madison Square Garden. As she 
alighted the chauffeur noticed the 
revolver in a holster attached te 
belt under Miss Depew’s left arn 
The cabby ille Llsamer and the 
ostes was arrested She told re 
porter he had been imbibing 

The cop wa immediately 
pended by Police Commissioner 
Whalen and will be tried. His storys 


liffers much from that of tie 


hostess 


Cornish Odd Status 

In the case of the Cornish Arms, 
an unusual situation is existent that 
literally and in fact makes the State 
of New York the real defendant in 
the padlock proceedings. The hotel in 
question is in the hands of a state 
receiver appointed by the N. Y. 
Supreme Court and was so when 
raided. 

This hotel presents another com- 
plication in that it is owned by a 


VARIETY od 














} 4 o ) , io . “<r ea 
| Waiving examination on a charge 
of possessing " revolver in her 
apartment, Jean Collier, 20, dancer 


f 344 West End 
| in $500 bail for 
She 
Detective 


trial in 
obtained 


Special 


| sions. the bond 


Leigh Halpern arrested 


Miss Collier when he raided her 
|} apartment He had received infor 
mation the dancer had a gun in her 


dresse! drawer He ound the 


weapon 
Miss 
and denied ownership 


Girlie Beaned by 
Badly Fired Bow! 


Collier became hysterical 


dances 


184th 


2 who 


554 West 


Yvonne De Marr, 
at Shadowland, of 


street, appeared in West Side Court 
charging Henri LeCoue, 34, food 
checker, of 132 West 47th street, 
with bouncing a loaded sugar 


| bowl off her head. Miss De Marr 
appeared with her head bandaged. 

LeCoue admitted to Magistrate 
Francis X, McQuade he threw the 
| bowl, but did not intend to hit Miss 
| DeMarr. He stated he had attended 
ja ‘costume ball in Harlem that was 
raided after he left. 

“I stopped in the B. & J. 





restau- 


rant. I was dressed in my costume 
i(female). I sat down to get a cup 
of coffee. 1 was the butt of much 
jesting. I paid no heed to the slurs, 
Your Honor. 

“Miss DeMarr sat at another 
table wit!. several friends. I missed 
my purse containing $8 I shouted 


Presently 
chairs 


that I was robbed. 
dishes, cutlery and 
come my way. 2 

“I threw the sugar bowl at my 
assailants. I fled to the street. I 
didn’t know I had hit Miss DeMarr,” 
said LeCoue. Miss DeMarr went to 
Polyclinic Hospita) and had several 
stitches taken in her scalp. 

Bert Maskiell and John Walsh, 
sleuths of West 47th street, learned 
where LeCoue resided. They ar- 
rested him. He was charged with 
felonious assault and held by Mag- 
istrate McQuade in $2,500 bail for 
the Grand Jury. 

When LeCoue entered the restau- 
rant he wore a crimson evening 
gown with long gloves, wig and 
pumps. 


cups, 
began to 


Evelyn Groves— 


- 


Jean Collier’s Gun Charge 


avenue, was held 
’ 


s “Cappy” Rabinowitz Slandered 
Will Sue, She Says 


Attempt to reduce Mrs Marie 
Cunningham Rabinowitz’ & geod 
looking reasons to § in her separa- 

} tion suit aga st he sband, Niles 
‘Cappy” Rabinowit o S the 
de laration \ 

Kendle ha s £ 
sult Lileging le € 
Scarsdale N Y nia 
ing Evelyn Groves as <¢ of he 
|; separation causes Miss Groves is 
a SHROW fi W € 
tional Revue 

Kendler W ild ‘ e 
amount Miss Groves will ask. A¢ 
cording to the attorney Miss 
Groves was hardly if at all ac- 
quainted with Mrs. Rabinowitz 


| husband. She had met him only 
; Casually through a man to whom 
she is betrothed. 

Mrs. Rabinowitz is asking $3,000 
monthly alimony and $10,000 counsel 
| fee from her husband Mt Vernon 

al ¢ ite man and quite well 
rie T | I 2 ire 

tiea i na y 

1e~duled for Apri > mlore } S- 
tice Morschaier in the White Plains 


Of Impersonator’s « 


i; poned to 
Rabinowitz’ 





N. Y. Supreme Court It was post 
April 17 on the motion of 
ated 


conte t the action, 


attorney 


his elient will 
Number of alleged 
named by Mrs. 
like the best of a couple of 
crop of Broadway beauties, 
takes in practically all the 
shows. From the Broadway 
it was quite a testimonial to 
man’s ability as a picker 
Included among the list 
late Myrna Darby. Others are 
lian Bond, of “Fioretta’’: Flossie 
Croyon, “Art and Models”: 
Catherine Moylan, “Whoopee,” now 
under a Metro contract; Evelyn 
Groves, “International Revue Peg- 


riends 
Rabinowitz looks 
season's 
and 
better 
angie 
one 


was the 
Lil- 


ists 


gy Blake, “Rio Rita”: Dorothy 
Foster, “Show Boat": Elinor Hunt, 
in pictures; and Estelle Ludwig. 


According to Mrs. Rabinowitz’ 
affidavit her husband was wont to 
hand out chunks of dough to the 
girls and it is alleged that he main- 
tained two apartments in Manhat- 
tan under assumed names where he 
emptied his entertainment. 


Chi. Bouts at $1 


Chicago, April 15. 

Coliseum Bldg. Corp. has taken 
over Jack Dempsey’s contract and 
will promote fights in the structure 
each week, beginning May 13. 

Dempsey had a two-year agree- 
ment to produce 10 fights yearly. 
Runs till Sept., 1931. 

Under new arrangement, Walter 
yeorge, Illinois Boxing Commission 
member, will be matchmaker. New 
scale in prices will give the house 
4.400 seats at $1 and 336 boxes at 
$3. No inbetween, with the early 
boys getting the went buck ‘equate. 








Bad Boy Brother-in-Law 





| 
|group of 7,000 stockholders, many Makes Plenty of Trouble 
| of whom are Britishers which may he lh 
|}or may not bring international com- _s Toate 
} plications. The hotel] is a rendez tichard Neulander, said to be 
| vous for British tourists on visit | moted cross country runner for the 
jto the U. SBS. N. Y. University, appeared in West 
Difference that brings padlock | Side Court against ‘his brother-in- 
proceedings aint only 1¢ room| law, Edward Lehr, 2, Jobless, of 
fing on the Cornish Arms is that the - Central park west. Lehr was 
ts > hetet. 0 fe Siieeed Gee of. | rarsed with the larceny of $3,000 
Frere 5 otel, - ableBec, Was Of! worth of gems and clothing. The 
,ficially guilty of violation. | property has not been recovered. 
| Both hotels were raided early in | Detectives Bill May and Jimmy 
February and within a day or two! pennes: y of West 100th street. ar- 
| of each other. Before Campbell and | peste young Lehr on the complaint 
| lis cohorts swooped down prohibi-!o¢ the runner. Neulander is mar- 
tion agents lived in the two hotels ried to Lehr's sister, Adele. Neu- 
for about four weeks or so getting | lander asserts that Lehr and a com- 
evidence panion on March 30 cleaned out the 
Waiters, bellboys and othe: were | spartment 
seized Altogether 33 indictments! Jehr denied it Asserted he 
are now pending against individuals | brought a companion to the part- 
involved in the raid nent nd both got drunk. He said 
Although the first case of hotel! he fel leep nd} ompanion did 
padiock attempt in New York uch | ¢} looti 
in action has precedent in the cass Neulande d the cou Lehr had 
f the St. Francis Hotel, Milw Kee pilfered the apartment evera 
Tine ‘ wa padiocre time and it le ilw ‘ 
‘ ‘ ‘ or raiae it Vi r imme | eT ¢ 
| years age ‘ tea he 
| No ar wet te he eompis mts oT J f Ls ‘ 
he Manger ar he Cornish } ‘ Hie er need lé ! ‘ ‘ 
liye bee! Briea jterm i 929. 





a 


Actors as Social Escorts to Any 
isiting Buyer Newest Stuff Yet 


of town 
the 


Actors as escorts for out 
buyers, men and women, is 
latest. 

Numerous New York merchants 
have discontinued sending out their 
models as company for visiting 
buyers in favor of social escorts 
from the stage. Preferred type is 
the youthful vaudevillian with a 
fairly good acquaintance around 
Times Square and the night places. 

Idea is that the actors are more 
entertaining than dumbbell models 
and ean gag the buyers into liking 
the firm's product. If the buyer 
also wants feminine company, the 
actor-escorts are to supply it, 
It's with the 
ever, where the 

Merchants 


there 
women buyers, howe 


stage boys shine. 


going in for the 


escort idea believe the gents and 
ladies from out of town are highly 
flattered when their stage com- 
panions introduce them to celebs of 
their acquaintance in the rious 
night clubs. 
One firm is employing two e¢s- 
corte ‘ adj th bo vs from iude, 
nd pavine them $75 a week and all 
xD ‘ T re 7 | ye mitted to 
ihe 
A ! é t 3” 
‘ ye rk, 
f e | of i € o Ue 
‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ “<< jal st iff with 
‘ ‘ i e® mosti' tte: he- 
« é gic 
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Chatter in Paris 


Albert 


ler of 


Paris, April 1. 
Everybody joshing Doris Niles if 
she has a sweetie over here, or why 
the veason for going into the new 
Raquel Meller revue, opening the | 
end of April at the P alace. Miss | 
Niles was even suspected of divorc- 
ing a non-existent spouse, but] 
states that she just likes it here. | 
Thelma Edwards set for the Pearl 
Regay dancing part in the new 
“Desert Song’ at the Mogador 
Thelma’s romancing in a big way 
Harry Pilecer gets younger 1look- 
ing every day. Can’t be the same 
juvenile as at the old Winter Gar- 
den, New York. Flirted with for 
Franco-American talkers. Rene 


Racover, the aviator Costa's man- 
ager and formerly with Roger Wolfe 
Kahn at the ill-fated Perroquet, 
New York, now managing Harry; 
also his current pal. 

It was an oversight that Paul 
Farrell was omitted from the per- 
sonnel line-up of that unique and 
extraordinary talent making songee 
at Harry's w. k. thirst parlor. This 
is a squarer for Paul. Harry Mc- 
Elhone, the Harry of the N. Y. Bar, 
three-sheets “Variety” notices on 
his walls, but otherwise has to bury 
this here rag under the bar for spe- 








Next to the stage door of the 
Palace Theatre. the new home of 


MRS. GERSON’S GRILL 











After 11 Years on Broadway 


{ 

' 

scattered about, 
} oft 


Other periodicals are 
but they only walk 
“Variety,” sez he, im.ying 
of flattery. 
Hilda Murray 
either going for a re- 
yyal Picardy, Le Tou- 
flirted with by 
most popular head- 
now heads the Chez 

Champs-Elysess, op- 
posite Claridge’s. Jules Ansaldi, of 
the Old Martin’s, New York, own- 
the Restaurant and Bar des 
Champs-Elysees, whose place is 
now the Chez Albert, is the latter’s 
backer and partner. 

Jarl Leslie, Mistinguett’s part- 
ner, and with Pilcer the best known 
two American performers in Paris, 
can’t stage a new show without that 
trick ear-lapping derby. Currently 
putting on the Palace show; next 
the Josephine Baker musical for 
the Casino de Paris, to follow Mis- 
tinguett’s show. 

Charlie Ahearn loves Paris. Gone 
native in a big way. Fancies it’s a 
better professional bet sticking here 
and working than laying off suc- 
cessfully in America. 


cial requests. 


vith 
some form 

David and 
from Havana, 
turn at the Re 


back 


quet, but also being 
Albe1 


waite! 


Paris 
who 
on the 


Peppy d’Albrew and Marcos de 
Abreu, brothers, spell their names 
differently. 

The Riviera season is officially 


over to the flitting bunch, although 
Cannes, Nice and Monte Carlo are 
trying to make it an all-year round 
spot. Anyway, the regulars are now 
back in Paris, and Ciro’s is jammed 
for lur.ch. 
The market local 
(Continued on page 82) 


has the boys 


























8th CAPACITY MONTH 
BROCK PEMBERTON Presents 


Strictly 
Dishonorable 


Comedy Hit by Preston Sturges 
Staged by Antoinette Perry & Mr. Pemberton 


AVON THEATRE, West 45th Street. 
Eves.8:50. Mats.Thurs, & Sat.2:30 
Special Holiday Mat. Wed., April 23 














Thea., W. 44th St. Evs. 8:40 
Mats. Thurs. and Sat., 2:40 


9th MONTH 
DAVID BELASCO Presents 


Its a Wise Child 


A New Comedy by Laurence E. Johnson 


BELASC 


Joan CRAWFORD 


in ‘MONTANA MOON’ 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Talking Picture 
Stage Show—Benny Davis 
Bunchuk, Orchestra 





Bway 
5lst St. 
50th St. & 7th Ave. Dir. 


R Oo X of 8. L. Rothafel (ROXY) 
O JOSEPH SCHILDKRAUT 
x in ‘COCK o’ the WALK’ 
Y Farewell Appeafance of Players 


chestra—Ballet Chorus—Midnight 
Pictures. 








2ND YEAR IN NEW YORK CITY 


STREET SCENE 


has m oved 
from the PLAYHOUSE 
TO ANOTHER THEATRE 
For further information 
see daily papers 


Eves. 8:40. Mats. Wed. and Sat. 


2:30 


GRACE GEORGE 


in the St. John Ervine comedy 


“FIRST MRS. FRASER” 


with A. E. Matthews 
and Lawrence Grossmith 





48th St., E. of B’ Eves. 
PLAYHOUSE 8:50. Mis. Wed. & Sat, a} 
Matinees Kaster Week—Mon., April 21: Wed.. 


April 23; Thurs., April 24, and Sat., April 26 





——THEATRE GUILD PRESENTS... 


HOTEL UNIVERSE 


A New Play by PHILIP BARRY 
Th., W. 45 St. Evs. 
MARTIN BECK ; 3.40. Mts.Th. 'St.,2.40 


A Month in the Country 


By IVAN TURGENEV 


GUIL 





52d St., W. 
Bre. 8.30. 


of B’'y. 
Mts. Thur.,St.2 30 





THE APPLE CART 


Bernard Shaw's Political 
Extravaganza 


THEA, 520d, W 
ALVIN 5.50." sinus’ wea 


of B'y Fves 
- & Sat., 2:30, 








from Japan—Roxy Symphony Or- 
WARNER neee., 


72 © cae 





poy 


BARRYMORE 


“THE MAN FROM 
BLANKLEY’S” 


CENTRAL THEATRE) pally * ry . + 
B’way & 47th St. St. 46 


Al JOLSON 


“ce 
in “MAMMY” 
WARNER BROS. Thea.!Daily2.45, 8.45 
B’way & 52d St. |Sun. 3, 6, 8.45 
Specially equipped seats for the Hard 
of Hearing. Tickets in advance. 


“UNDER A 
TEXAS MOON” 


(in Technicolor) 
WINTER GARDEN 
Broadway & 50th St. and 
ith Ave. & 50th St. 
POPULAR PRICES 
Continuous Performances 
Midnight Shows Every Night 











SI 


OLIVE JENKINS FREED; >| 
NO ONE TO PROSECUTE 
od 





Olive Jenkins, 26, 
had danced at the Everglades res- 
|taurant and residing at 501 West 
| 189th street, was freed in West 
| Side court on the charge of larceny 
| by Magistrate Francis X. McQu.de. 
The dancer was arrested at her 
j|home by Detective Guido Passagno 
lof the West 68th street station, 

Mildred Roberts of 141 West 74th 
street, who danced in the same show 
with Miss Jenkins, alleged that on 
March 3ist, last, Miss Jenkins stole 
a diamond wrist watch and diamond 
ring valued at $1,300. 

Miss Roberts had been out shop- 
ping the day of the alleged larceny. 
Miss Jenkins had lived at her apart 
ment. When Miss Roberts returned 
Miss Jenkins was gone. When Miss 
Roberts sought her jewels that had 
been in a trunk she found they had 








disappeared. 
She met Miss Jenkins on the 
street and demanded her gems. 


Miss Jenkins denied she had them. 
Miss Roberts seized Miss Jenkins’ 
handbag and found the ring in the 


bag, she averred. The watch was 
not there. 

“I'll give you two days to return 
the watch,” said Miss Roberts. 


When Miss Jenkins failed to return 
it she was arrested. She denied the 
theft. 

Miss Roberts spoke to Assistant 
District Attorney Max Weider and 
stated to him she sought to drop 
the charge. Weider told her to ex- 
plain tc the Court. She failed to 
appear and the Magistrate dis- 
missed Miss Jenkins. 


Chatter in London 


London, April 1. 
Girl chauffeurs these days. 
Gordon Harker’s craze is knitting. 
Bond Street won’t go one way. 
Brighter breeches for the guys. 
Air gliding’s the new sport of kids. 
Billiards for the dames. 
Easter exodus to the Continent. 
George Sax having operations. 
Multi-colored sox this spring. 
Ice rinks going up everywhere. 
Maria Corda just can’t get a 

















RKO THEATRES LETS GO| 


‘sis PALACE 72 


yyaa 

£366 
GUS EDWARDS AND HIS 
HOLLYWOOD PROTEGES 


BEN BLUE—THE DeMARCOS 
LEAVITT AND LOCKWOOD 








IRENE BORDONI 
RKO ROE NEAR 
225 8ST 
AVE. 

















An item last week said 
Dahlen and Ruth Fallow 
pearing in “Simple Simon.” 
wish it known they are in 
ored Lady.” 


jrenda 
were ap- 
They 
“Dishon- 


Wednesday te Friday, April 16 te 18 


CORINNE GRIFFITH in 
“LILIES OF THE FIELD” 


SOLLY WARD—JiIM MeWILLIAMS 
TOMMY MONAHAN & CO-EDS 
LEX 


nis BEST, & 


Wednesday to Friday, April 16 te (8 
CORINNE GRIFFITH in 
“LILIES OF THE FIELD” 


| RKO's Popular Radio Star 
WHITE & 





PETER HIGGINS 
MANNING—Others 


talker break. 

Lita Grey here, telling the boys 
about Charlie. 

Augustus John’s 
again. 

Policemen are first nighters at 
thrillers here. 

Thomas Bentley’s first love is a 
white panama. Sleeps with it. 

Muriel Angelus, blonde, went ill 
and wrecked schedules. 

Chic York joined the Water Rats, 
without knowing why. 

Jack Payne’s thrust his radio 
jazz band on the vaude world. 

Mark Stone has taken the late 
John Kirby’s part in “Silver Wings.” 

Flower girls in Piccadilly say the 
one way traffic’s ruining trade. 

New hair fashions serve to show 
what awful ears most dames have. 

Gigs getting tied up over six- 
eight, new dance. 

Doe Doe Green is the new art rage 
here. 

Loud speakers between holes on 
near-London golf course. 

Latest nite place, new Burlington. 
Mostly bank clerks. 

Squawks at terrific prices now 
current in nite dives. 

Ninety-eight-year-old doctor, just 
dead, smoked 10 cigars a day. 

Alan Parsons hopes to get his 
face slapped. 

Charles Carson’s 
ducer. 7 

Morton Selten’s been on the stage 
52 years—tough on the reviewers. 

Boat race programs’ getting 
ready. 

W. A. Darlington new president of 
the Critics Circle. 

“Chasing Rainbows” netted some 
of the Empire’s lowest grosses. 

Percy Marmont left for the 
States. Back when winter comes. 

Cliff Martel’s the only player here 
to boast his stuff’s the bunk. 

Only way British vaude players 
can make Broadway is as tourists. 

That stuff about a new Shaw play 
was a gag after all. Thank Shaw! 

Racing season started great—for 
the books. 

Jack Cock, footballer and music 
hall turn, has gone talker. 

Murray’s Club pretends it’s this 
town’s brightest spot. 

Fact Grock’s quitting 
caused no tears bere. 

Billy Cotton has quit the Astoria, 


out of town 


turning pro- 


vaude 





where he led the band, and has 
joined the Locarno, huge S. Lon- 
j (Continued on page 84) 


who stated she | 





~ Broadway Chatter 





Kay LaZelle at Abbey. 

Marion O’Day in from Florida. 

Lincoin Loper still very ill. 

Pepino in from Miami Beach. 

Mercedes back from the coast. 

Dan Healy from musicals is 
breaking in a new vaude act. 

Mary Lee back from Miami, 
working in night club. 

Beth Calvin, dancer, staging a 
come-back after long absence. 


Peggy Bernier adding acrobatic 
dancing. 

Lynne Overman will mark time 
until Belasco calls for him in July. 

Clifton Webb and Freddy Allen 


to do a short. 

Norma Taylor has quieted down 
and looking swell. 

Irene Bordoni sails for 
after the Palace next week. 

Dooley Twins picking out new 
costumes to return to vaude. 

All John Barrymore's ex-wives 
live in Washington, D. C. 

Al Wohlman at Club Richman. 
Harry Richman blew. 

David Belasco reading 
from 9 a. m. until—— 

Colette Frances preparing to go to 
Hollywood. 

Max Hoffman checked the over- 
coat for a sport sweater. 

John Hutchins gives regular Sun- 
day afternoon parties. 

Vazilka Petrova happy to get fe- 
male lead in “Dear Love.” 

Bill La Hiff’s accident in a den- 


Paris 


scripts 


tist’s chair. 

Dinorah Castello on her feet se- 
curely now. 

Even Ben Bernie staying out late 


these a, m’s. 
Evert MacGowan, hockey 
vaude, 
Mrs, 
abroad. 
Sammy Burke can’t wait for Sar- 
atoga season. 
Al Tucker skipping to Havre de 


star, for 


Jack Curtis back from 


Grace to guess on the dogs. 
Fred Astaire on the night club 
belt. 


Frances Norton has joined the 
cast of “Sons O’ Guns.” 

Big show’s big problem—keeping 
clothes on the savages. 

Doyle and Donnelly have gone to 
work at last. 

Much pasta faziole extending that 
Ben Piazza bumper again. 

Matty Rosen-Bert Lawrence night 
club closed for summer. 

Irving Tishman driving aimlessly 
in the west to forget the market. 

Sam Lyons now leasing his ac- 
cent to his own dialect comics. 

Arthur Horwitz reported pretty 
ill. 

Patricia Lynne nursed mother 
back to health and returning to 
B’way from St. Louis. 

Mary Duncan suffered relapse in 
Atlantic City, while bivouacked at 
the Ritz. Appendicitis. 

47th street boys have their base- 
ball pools all lined up, now that 
the season is on. 

Naomi Johnson working hard on 
her voice and dancing to leap out 
of showgirling. 

June Castleton, formerly the wife 
of the late Dan Caswell, at the 
Park Central. 

Broadway from 53d up being 
operated on for gall stones or some- 
thing. 

Annual Butterfly Ball at the Ritz 
will be April 22. Strictly society— 
no Broadway Butterflies admitted. 

Ruth Kane, eyeful from the coast, 
is steadily employed around the 
studios. 

Joe Frisco, Leo Donnelly and Sid 
Gary made another short at War- 
ners. Frisco got $7,000 for this one. 

June Blossom, society debbie, will 
be in a Broadway production if John 
Krimski’s plans materialize, 

Call for girls at the Chanin the- 
atre for Carroll’s forthcoming “Van- 
ities’ for Monday. 

Another colored show—legit at- 
traction—gumshoeing to Broadway 
next month. 

Lincoln Schuster arranging for a 
monthly prize for the best wisecrack 
of the smart sputterers. 

Eileen Wenzel has booked herself 
solid for the bridle path in Central 
Park. 

Jack McGowan back on B'way, 
with location Par's L. I. Studios at 
Astoria. 

Kid watched circus for three 
hours, then wanted to know if it 
was intermission. 

Phil Dunning virtually 
from injuries sustained in 
visiting Broadway. 

William A. Brady operated on for 
appendicitis. Due out of hospital 
end of week. 

Agnes O’Laughlin don’t know it, 
but she'll see herself painted in a 
forthcoming Broadway production. 

Francis X. Donnegan back from 
Saranac for a short visit, looking 


recovered 
fall, 


} cess, 


. 


in good shape. Leaves for the dry 
lands of California to bake out un- 
der physician’s advice. 

Guy who writes material for the 
Times Square panhandlers must 
smoke plenty of hop. 

Gene Geiger has something up his 
sleeve for the summer. Won't tell 
yet, he says: 

Jackie Osterman a snorting suc- 
chewing the rag outside 
Palace and telephoning agents. 

Charlie Chanel of the O’Cedar 
mop, is, turning out to be quite the 
ad libber. 

Arthur Brown back from the Col- 
ony club, Palm Beach, and golfing 
daily. 

Danny Simmons 


the 


intends to sail 
for France, where he will live per- 
manently. 

Theodore, Enrico and Novello, 
who closed at the Richman club two 
weeks ago, reopened there- Saturday. 

Mrs. Seymour Felix has been or- 
dered by her physician to a rest 
cure. 

Bernice not back yet, but expect- 
ed daily. Coming east with sister 
Zelma. Sam’s waiting. All oke. 

Irene Delroy writes she saw prow 
jection room premiere of‘her pic- 
ture “See Naples and Die,” and is 
pleased. 

Flo Overbeck playing golf 
had an accident. Some 
pulled a string on her skirt 
gracious! 

Jake Wilk, Warner’s story 
play purchaser, 
this week, 


and 
fellow 
and— 


and 
leaves for Europe 
to once over some type- 
writers. Vacation on side. 

Helen Morgan got a farewell 
dinner at the Albee, Brooklyn, last 
week and was then booked for 
next week in R-K-O houses. 

Meyer Gerson now has mirrors 
on his tables instead of linen cloths, 
Claims it’s the perfect tablecloth for 
actors. 

Hy Brown paid back Joe Toplitzky 
Thursday night in New York the 
free lunch Joe had slipped Hy in 
Hollywood. 

That stuff about a dusky singer 
changing her name to Helen Mor- 
gan was inspired by Lee Posner. 
Dp. a. 

Simon Gould has disassoc iated 
himself from active direction of the 
Film Guild Cinema, by his own an- 
nouncement. 

Tex Guinan may not be on the 
pay roll, but there’s no doubt she’s 
the headliner in any night club inte 
which she ventures. 

Pat Dobbs departing for Chi to 
take voice, Great for the lungs 
there, he says, one has to holler 
“Help” so often. 

That Florsheim shoe salesman 
who makes all the dressing room 
clients got a $125 check with more 
stretch in it than Akron. 

. Sidney Piermont, of Loew’s very 
ha-cha on Sunday strolls, with 
striped pantsies and cane, but for- 
gets to walk ail women on the in- 
side. 

Clifton Webb ond Fred Allen will 
do the “Still Alarm” sketch from 
the “Little Show” as a short for 
Warners. 

Mike Mindlin installing a minia- 
ture golf course as_ attention 
snatcher for his new arty Playhouse 
(films), Newark. 

Sidney Picken, son of the late 
David Picken of Loew's, and Doro- 
thy Green of National Screen Serv- 
ice, engaged. 

Big dinner from the mob to Joe 
Freiberg, of the Hotel Somerset, 
April 23, at Basil Gerson’s. Bassy 
selling ducats. 

Radio sets with slot machines for 
quarters used in some Times Square 
hotels. Sets with slots for a nickel 
offered as side lines for small stores. 

Lucille Ballantine dropped 19 
pounds off her back and biceps. 
Looks great, but sort of tired after 
ordeal, 

Hazel Forbes may plunge any 
minute now into the wedlock stream, 
from which she recently emerged 
dripping wet. 

Miles “Cappy” Rabinowitz still 
playing the night clubs strong, de- 
spite publicity. It is rumored he is 
putting on a musical show. 

Will Osborne and band signed for 
summer run at Woodmansten Inn. 
Also Maxine Brown. Inn _ burned 
down 10 days ago. 

Peaches Browning out every night 
until dawn. Knows the whole mob 
on the street and talks show biz like 
a veteran. 

Nucky Johnson with the double- 
breasted tux and that Atlantic City 
handshake, tearing in and out the 


delirious dens every night. 
Jack Oakie is no high-hat. In 
the O. & W. restaurant, one of the 


little places he used to patronize 
before Hollywood dealt him a roya 


flush, has him again. A crowd 





(Continued on page 84) 
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“Leviathan” Starts First Nite Club 


With Jazz Band as Entertainers 








+. 
> 





“Leviathan” sailed from New 
York Saturday morning, claiming 


the first ocean going nite club and 
jazz band entertainers to go along. 
It is in the nature of a deep water 
try to keep passengers gingered 
and to compete with trans-Atlantic 
lines that can dispense liquor freely 
on the seas. 

The United” States Lines (now 
privately operated-Chapman) is be- 
hind the innovation. The other 12 
ships of the line may be equipped 
with jazz. bands of. mere or less 
numbers, if the “Leviathan” .reports 
satisfaction with it. 

The “Leviathan'’s” orchestra is a 
Ren Bernie band ef nine boys, with 
its:* leader; Jack . Pettis. Ben's 
prother;*’ Herman, is making the 
round trip for observation as ‘the 
boat’s guest. 

In dry dock for fout months, this 


being its first ocean sailing since 
the overhauling, the “Leviathan” 


had its top deck salon refitted into 
a modern nite club’in appearance. 
It is just below the former salon, 
still remaining and adjoining, mak- 
ing one large room. A space for 
dancing is on the Jower floor (few 
steps down) with the orchestra lo- 
eated to the rear. Along the side 
are booth seats without obstruction, 
with other tables to the rear, 
against the wall. The room is 
built in two terraces for seats, with 
special designs and decorations. 
Effect is stimulating, perhaps more 
so. at sea than on shore. 

Class Opening 

Friday night, Harry 
charge of the Lines’ 
the occasion, had a dressy crowd 
invited from Park avenue and 
Broadway. All seemed to have ac- 
cepted the invites, with the room 
of perhaps 300 capacity crowded. 
The orchestra did the dance play- 
ing as usual, also its ensemble and 
individual specialties, with some 
volunteer entertainment as_ re- 
quested by Ben Bernie, who acted 
asm. c., but did not sail. No danc- 
ers‘ or entertainers othér than in 
the band are carried by the boat. 

Of the Volunteer wits, Bugs Baer 
put over one of his always nifties 
when saying: 

“I knew Ben Bernie when he had 
more brothers than ‘bands.” Vir- 
ginia Judge Walter Kelly dug out 
a big laugh, telling. in brogue about 
an ‘Irishman’ riding in’ a train to 
Trenton, Without the brogue, the 
judge’s original story ran: 

An Irishman’s Remark 


The Irishman found himself in a 
seat in the day..coach with a very 
prim woman in the same seat, next 
to the window. 

“This train goes to Philadelphia,’ 
mentioned the Irishman. . 


Keller, 
publicity 


in 
for 


Quan 
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Sid 


Syracuse, 

It's all settled, 
Silverman need not 
forecast the winner 
November's 
game, 

Gene Dennis, vaude psychic, 
appearing at Loew’s this week, 
says Syracuse will gain a seven 
point decision over the Maroon 
in the Archboli 
classic, the final score to read 
19-12. 


April 
and 
bother to 

of next 
Syracuse-Colgate 


Stadium 











“J didn't ask you and LIL. don’t 
know you,” answered the woman. 


He tried it a couple of more! but he was nearer the cameras at.|} 
timés, but repulsed, quit. And the! this salary than he was with $15 on 
woman with her arm on the win-| Broadway. 
dow sill, dozed off. With nothing | One day his opportunity came, 
else to do, he leaned on the seat's| when an office boy was needed in 
cushioned arm, and also dozed. — | 4 newspaper office.ekit. Milton got 

A brakeman yelling “Trenton!” the Stardom 


woke up the Irishman. He touched 


the woman. She came to with a 
snap. 
“Didn’t I tell you I didn’t want 


you to speak to me?” 


demanded. 

“Its all right lady,” he replied. 
“This is Trenton and I am getting 
off here. I just wanted to say that 
probably you and I will never sleep 
together again.” 


she angrily 


Several other volunteers pleased 
the class audience, notably Lester 
Allen, who started off with a great 
Allen, who started off with a laugh 
gag. 

Fancy Prices 


In the orchestra, 
good looking boys, without wives, 
at least present, as far known, be- 
sides Mr. Pettis aré Bill Kellner, 
Jack Press, Don Elton, Leon Bela- 
sky, Pat Harrington, Fulton Mc- 
Grath, Dave Grubeck, Nat Zimber- 
off. The Bernié orchestra holds a 
contract until next September with 
the “Leviathan,” payable’ weekly, 
whether in port or sailing. If the 
jazz nite club scheme is extended 
aver the U. S. liners, Bernie will 
handle these assignments. 


In the boat’s night club is a menu 
card with some fancy prices for 
food. An American boat, its all dry. 
On other boats is usually a menu 
a la carte in the grilles. For lob- 
ster, the “Leviathan” asks $2.50 per 
portion; brook trout, $1.50; Little 
Neck clams, $1,25; ‘sirloin steak, $2; 
lobster salad, $1.50; fresh aspar- 
agus, $1.50; ham and eggs, $1.50; 
eggs and bacon, $1.50; club sand- 
wich, $1.50; coffee §0c, and so on. 
Menu reads’ like an all nite club 
on Broadway at 4 in the morning. 


all young and 





Sappy Slaps 


Rube Bernstein met Bugs Baer, 
took one good look at Bugs’ specially 
baggy pair. of, pants and a super- 
wrinkled coat, and ‘said “What the 
well-dressed man will throw away.” 


one 
par- 
“It’s 


Which reminds me of the 
Bugs pulled after witnessing a 
ticularly dirty’ burlesque ‘show, 
a comfort statfon with music.” 


Harrison and Dakin have carried 
a canary bird for the past seven 
years. They claim it’s for compan- 
jionship. Frank DeVoe claims they 
use it. to see if there’s any gas in 
the dressing rooms. 


When Jack Lait saw a wéll known 
but very much disliked comedian 
Put his arm around the shoulders of 
@ mutual friend he said, “He 
teaching him to hate him.” 





Willie Collier was talking in the 


lobby of the Friars’ Club to a guest | 





By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





asked Judge Walter Kelly. “About 
$25 a week unless he owns the res- 
taurant,” answered the judge. 


They were talking at the club 
about speeding. Someone asked 
Lew Hearn, “Have you ever been 
pinched for going too fast?” “No,” 
answered Lew, “but I've been 
slapped.” — 

: 


“Who, fs that bum your calling up 
every night?” I asked Lulu McCon- 
nell. “That’s my husbum,” an- 
swered she. 


Solly Violinsky said he is taking 
another fellow with him out west to 
write “team songs.” 





I told Gene Fowler that Captain 


Irving O’Hay has saved many an 
28/ Actors’ Fund benefit. “Yeh?” an- 
swered Gene, “but can he save an 


actor from a benefit?” 


Marvin Schenck, speaking about a 





when the porter banged a trunk/ certain actor, said, “Every time he 
‘ | ’ , 

near them. “I hate these noisy box | doesn’t go as well as he thinks he 

parties,” cracked Willie. ought to he blames it on his agent.” 





| 
| 
| 


We were speaking about likes and | 


dislikes when Harry Hirshfield piped| in Pale 


up, “It's a good thing that some 
beople like one thing and other peo- 
ple like other things, because if we 
all liked the same things we would 
ll be eating herring.” 


“What's a Greek urn?” someone 





Brandon Walsh during 
tine said, “I 


the riots 


love Jews B80 


much that 1 even hit street Arabs,” 
Phil Dunning, speaking about a 
certain actor, said, “lle reminds me 


of a guess 


It’s Malarkey, if you ask me. 





OFFICE BOY’S HOPES: 
BUT GOT $2.50 RAISE 


Milton Singer is a typical 
boy. He couldn't be better if he 
went through a university with a 
course in office boying. Milton 
an office boy with a head. He start- 
| ed in a Broadway theatrical office. 
Everybody who came in wanted to 
| get in pictures. Milton got the idea 
| it I good idea to get il 
| himself. But he had no drag But 
| be ing a clever office boy he 
| that he could pave the way 
, Coming an office boy in a 
' 
} 


Is 





would be a 

figured 

by be 

studio 
Turned in his notice to the Broad 

| way saying he 

|} get into pictures. The boss let him 

7 with a horse laugh. 

| Milton jumped into a B 

fand hit Warners’ Eastern 

| tories, where he was given employ- 

| 


agent, intended to 


M. T 


labora- 


ment. 


Then after a week he did so well | 
Milton | 
| didn't think $12 a week was much, | 


they gave him a $2 raise. 


assignment at $7.50. 
was his dream. Then another pic- 
ture came along. And another and 
another. Finally he took inventory 
and found he had done the office 
boy part in 11 pictures, Milton 
heard stars arguing over salary 
many times. So he bethought the 
time expedient for a raise. 

Forthwith he approached the di- 
rector ia chief. “I beg your par- 
don, sir, but I think Ive played 
enough pictures to get me a raise. 
You know $7.50 isn’t much for my 
specialty. I'd like at least $10 for 
my next.” 

The director told him he’d take 
it up with the Hollywood office. 
Days passed. Milton watched the 
mail. Then one day the director 
very seriously said: “The main of- 
fice O.K.’d that, Milton.” 

Kid called his mother to tel] her. 


Discouraged Girl 
From Reading Is 
Taken in Charge 


Discouraged because of conditions 
at home, Ellen Britton, 19, of 1338 
Locust street, Reading, Pa., daugh- 
ter of William W. Britton, music 
critic and political writer several 
years ago on the Reading “Tribune,” 
was in Jefferson Market Court be- 
fore Magistrate Jesse Silbermann on 
the charge of being a wayward 
minor. 

The court after hearing Miss Brit- 
ton stated there was no evidence of 
her being a wayward minor and di- 
rected the girl be taken before Mag- 
istrate Maurice Gotlieb in West 
Side Court. 

Miss Britton told of unpleasant 
conditions at home. She came here 
a week ago, unknown to her parents, 
with $5. 

Shortly before midnight she was 
about to plunge into the North 
River at 52d street when a bluecoat 
saw her. She had removed her hat 
and overcoat and was about to leap 
when Officer Hoffstaetter restrained 
her. 

She spent the night in the Flor- 
ence Crittenden Home for Girls. 

“I came here to obtain a job asa 
writer. I hélped dad when he wrote 
music for the “Tribune.” I covered 
some of his musicales. 
was let out when the “Tribune” was 
jtaken over by new owners,” said 
| Miss Britton. 

‘y rented a room in Greenwich 

Village. An intruder sought to 
|gain entrance to my room. I fled 
;and have slept in the subway and 
lany place that I could rest my head 
for two days,” asserted Miss Britton. 
She told the Magistrate she had not 
eaten in two days. 

The Court offered Miss Britton 
some funds but she declined: The 
| Court is custodian of a fund founded 
iby Abraham Bricken, philanthropist. 

He stated that he would see that 
| Miss Britton was cared for until lo 


| 


|cating work. 
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| Joe Laurie Jr., and Bert Hanlor 
lwho haven't spoken to each other 


| for eight years, Kissed it up in pub 
| Lic at the Friars’ Jay Flippen feed 
Saturdz J nigntw 


office | 


My father | 
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Frisk Bally 


the si 


hill 


*ReETS, 


Roughly handling 


in all of his 
pinching Ajit etc., 
omic pulling a 
alarmed expression, the -rack- 
eteér waits until gets the 
mob hungry for the arrival of 
the pie wagon. 

Just as suddenly he launches 
into his biz. It’s only the wrist 
watch without the works or the 
pearl necklaces. 


feeling po 


with 


} Latest crowd gathering 
| racket on Broadway is th 
frisking gag Barker puts on 
} front of detective and suddenly 
grabs shill, usually a dopey 
| looking hombre 

| 

| 


the 
sheepishly 


» 
ne 
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Smalll Hanging Signs Along Bway 
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Theatre men aionge Broadway 
burned plenty Thursday morning 
when the police ordered ll small 
hanging signs on Broad y be re- 
moved. This included the minor 
electric lighted signs under he 
marquees, as well as those i front 
of stores 

It was reported that the Broad- 
way Association, a group of - 
chat had brought about the re@< 
moval, claiming the small signs were 


unsightly. Broadway still ress 


mbles 


the old Bowery in appearance, as 
ever. 
While the theatres draw the 


crowds to Broadway, day and night, 
especially at night, the Broadway 
seemingly takes great 
annoying theatre man- 
Present is but one ine 
of several on its part. 


Association 
delight in 
agements, 


stance 


Inaccurate Biographies 








John Barrymore 





John (Profile) Barrymore once 
took a Louis Mann ocpllar and 
pointed the ends downward. Result 


was a Barrymore collar, sometimes 


known as a gents’ brassiere, and 
the kid was a riot. 
Later Will Rogers fell for the 





Chatter in Loop 





Overheard in the Green Grill: 

Lou Holleb: “I want more roast 
beef on this order.” e 

Waitress: “This is.a full order.” 

Holleb: “Not. for me, for a mid- 
get.” 

Jack Dempsey 
weight. 

Ralph -W. Long -made director of 
the County Trust Co. 

Lincoln.Loper reported better, but 
still at home. 


Adele Astaire going to Paris to 
buy gowns. Away three weeks. 


Ed Giroux better. Expected back 
at Morosco this week. 


Sentimental Dave Beehler is’ re- 
uniting all the busted sister teams. 


Brooklyn crook copped the Paddy 
Schwartz baby carriage. 


Gail Borden, flying drama critic 
of the “Times,” took off for Texas 
in his plane to visit the folks. 


Charlie Yates won the Friars’ 
1930 handball championship, beat- 
ing Meyer Berg in the final. 


On Hearst Square they still sa- 
laam when a wagonload of empty 
barrels passes. 

The coppers who've been guarding 
Francine Larrimore go back on 
beats next week. 

Act of Pierce and Porter has 
passed. Eddie Pierce now student 
manager at the State-Lake. 

Ned Wayburn in the loop gloating 
over the b. o.°figurés of his Boul- 
mich school. 

“I put five gallons in this morn- 
ing,” he complained to ‘the closest 
white wing. 

“Oh,” ejaculated the pavement 
polisher, “1° ‘wohdered “who the’ 
chump was what parked here at 8 
o’cleck and left the engine running.” 

Tom Burchill, R-K-O agent, was 
\blaming gas thieves when he jumped 
linto his car after leaving the office 
land found the gauge empty. 
| John Bernero, manager of the 
| Playhouse, has been palmed off as 
Mayor Jimmie Walker in necessary 
| moments. 
| Time, place and girls for rehears- 
| 


is 40 pounds over- 





als of Joseph E. Howard's: forth- 
coming musical revival is morning, 
noon and night at the Harris. 
Texas Guinan is bringing to New 
York the two young children 
adopted when in Chicago. 
are giris, about nine and 106. 


she 


Both 


2. 





Dr. Gregory Pollock, face fixer, is 
| putting the finishing touches on a / 
ij} book called “Diet and Die.” Title 
itells all 


| ! 
Producer 


‘ r : lee red cnor tere tell 
,ing them not t« waste time 
out with actor Threats 1 to fire 
j (<ontir ed on I oe § 1) 


of a musical show in| 


By Claude Binyon 


fad and it became everybody's busi- 
ness, 

Born of fhe royal 
3arrymore and Drew, 
have.become an.actor eventualy, 
anyway. He beat evéntuality to it. 
A talk with his sister, Ethel, at 14 
gave him the hint. 

“Won't you—sit down?” suge- 
gésted Ethel, reclining on a. divan 
and rubbing a dimpled hand across 
her forehead, 


families of 
John would 


4 


John opened a platinum cigaret 
ease and thought: “I am worried,” 
he said. “Terribly worried. About 
the career, you. know.’ He flopped 
into an easy chair for practice. 

“Tell me about it,” suggested 
Ethel, re-rubbing her forehead, 

‘Tt’s this way,” sai@ John. ‘TF 
don't knew what to do or how to do 
ig 


“Gada,” said Ethel, “you kill me. 
You should be on the stage. Please 
stand up and get to hell out of 
here?” 

John scrammed and became a car- 
toonist. The kid's income was 
hampered somewhat by hfs unique 
style of artistry, necessitating an 
abundance of labels, Where an or- 
dinary cartoonist simply drew a 
rat and labelled it “Foreign Propa- 
ganda,” John had to label his draw< 
ing “Rat, Representing Foreign 
Propaganda.” Ripley saw one of 
the drawings and got the idea for 
“Believe It Or Not.” 

Things got so bad John slept in 
a bare room with his precious joke 
books as pillows, His ears are still 


flat. 
When. the stage finally rescued 
John he was a sight in the Barrye 


more tights. His ribs looked like 
a toy xylophone and his kneecaps 
were turning the next corner. é 

“Won't you,” laughed Ethel, “sit 
down?” 

John tried to laugh and his throat 
rattled, 

“Hamlet!” gasped Ethel. 

Sure enough! 

With the meals earned tm “Ham- 
let” John set himself enough for a 
lengthy stage career, But he 
couldn't get stout, 

“I-will not,” resolved Barrymore, 
“become a social success via my 
build.” Forthwith he quit the stage 
and went into pictures. 

“Is there no relief from this mad- 
dening situation?” he wailed. 

“Certainly,” answered Dolores 
Costello, and Barrymore became a 
family man. 

A week before his baby was born 
John's latest picture was released, 
He wore a dress suit. 

“Now,” said his friends, “you are 
a father and can wear rea] clothes 
as long as you live.” 


“I want,” replied Barrymore, “my 
tights.” 

Probably the worst stench on 
John’s otherwise fair record is a ree 
iview of a Columbia theatre bure 
lesque show he wrote some years 
ago for “Variety.” It read all right 
if anyone read it, but it seemed to 
lisplease Johr 

y t do a hidea way,” he 

id ¥ hout a smile, after he had 

v 3 in Jj ir Gs. 
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Mannequin’s Goal, 


with Patou, Lost 


By 236 of First 250 Applicants 


By Ruth Morris 


bitio To be a perfe §. and tot 
n le r Jea Pa 

Eve spr | I 

to A ( ) i ind-picked 
D i ma I every 

node i i Ast i 

a chance to reali: l drean 

Modelling for Patou, lke stardom 
to the chorus girl, is the manne- 
quining climax. It is not only the | 

. glimpse of a new country nor Ue | 
substantial salary that make a 
Patou job seem a one-way trip to] 
Paradise. The post is a stepping 
stone to celebrity. 

Applicants have not read ae 
magazine sections of the Sunday 
papers in vain; they know that } 
Josephine Armstrong married Er-| 
skine Gwynne; they have heard all 
about Edwina Prue’s marriage to} 
that French millionaire. 

Accounts of the gay Paris din- 
ners at which Patou models are 


feted and the fine positions avail- 
able should they return to America 
without having pulled a wealthy 
husband from the fascinating grab- 


bag make regulation model shop- 
talk. It is, therefore, not surprising 
that all the young things in 


America rush to Patou’s headquar- 
ter’s in the hope of obtaining 
glamorous employment. Others 
have been lucky, why not they? 
Charms on Parade 

Monday, hundreds of applicants 
flocked to the Home Center at 
Grand Central Palace to parade 
their mannequin charms before a 
group of judges acting for Patou. 
One by one they were summoned 
into the audience chamber where 
Conde Nast, Dr. Agha, art direc- 
tor of “Vogue” and Miss Case and 
Mrs. Ives, editors of the same mag- 
azine, checked up on their possibili- 
ties. 

Not even the hope of being ac- 
cepted ruffled their studied and pro- 
fessional poise. Wearing new out- 
fits, some of which were chic and 
others pathetic attempts at finery, 
they slunk into the waiting room 
and dropped into available seats 
with grande dame boredom. Some 
carried slender walking sticks to 
complete the picture, careful to ar- 
range their hands and feet grace- 
fully and to arch their necks with 
Just the right degree of hauteur. 
For one never could tell when the 
door to the inner sanctum might 
open and one of the judges look 
out to survey the mob. Better than 
to be caught napping, they would 
grow numb and remain dumb, 

The conceit of some, telling of 
their triumphal modelling in New 
York, was appalling. Others be- 
seeched more humbly, terribly keen 
to be picked, begging to be picked, 
several offering to pay their own 
passages and take low salaries just 
for the chance of meeting a few 
Argentines. 

Slight Error 

Many, mistaking Dr. Agha for 
Patou, concentrated their attacks 
on him while he, poor man, strove 
to be distant, but kind. As might 
have been expected, in view of a 
news advertisement preferring 
red-headed girls, many of the 
applicants appeared with hair that 
had just lately gone titian. Only 
four of the 14 girls eventually 
designated to be interviewed by 


Patou for final selection, were 
titian-topped—and these had ap- 
parently not been aided by any 


hair-dresser’s recipe. 

“It’s pretty sad,” was Miss Case’s 
comment after the first session. “Of 
the 250 girls who applied this morn- 
ing there were only 14 possibilities 
and there will be a repetition of the 
same weeding out at the second 
session. Yet each one feels that 
she has a certain chance of being 


sent to Europe in May, insisting 
upon wasting her time and our 
own.” 
Disqualification 
The committee, in its selections, 


was not swayed chiefly by beauty. 
The most important consideration 
was a good bearing and carriage, 
with bad ankles easily outweigh- 
ing a pretty face. Pato’. does not 
look at an applicant's face—he looks 
at her ankles and there are no pass- 
ports available for ankles that are 
not neatly turned and trim. 

Passing toward the elevator, the 
homeward-bound reporter  over- 
heard a descriptive bit of conversa- 
tion. 


+ 
»f every 
two am 


i th 





BLUE VOICE AND BLUE 
COMEDY WIN PALACE 


minute canceliation of 


Irene Bordoni forced Lee 


Saturday 


Morse into 


yt 


Oo! where, on 


and off a piano, she entertained 
audience with a group of songs 
in her unusual blue voice. She wore 
the same rose velvet in which she 
at 


make a point 


has appeared in other houses, 


and should of never 
changing the gown, except to have 


it duplicated, as long as its line is 


lat all fashionable. It’s a beautiful 
uress and suits her perfectly, with 
its graceful neck drapery and slen- 
der flowing skirt line 

Gus Edwards showed up with a 


group of likable young people from 
Hollywood, chief among whom was 
Armida, who has appeared in pic- 
tures. Personal appearances should 
enlarge her fans, since she has 
charm and daintiness and a natural 
flair for Spanish dancing., Her first 
gown was a hodge podge of would- 
be Spanish with vaude trimmings, 
but her second, a white satin and 
lace, had very pretty style. 

Others in the act with Gogo 
Delys, whose comedy sense could be 
developed; Marjorie Moore, a grace- 
ful toe-dancer-violinist, and Collette 
Sisters, cunning tappists who were 
liked tremendously. 

tenee de Marco’s gowns were 
repetitions of the same style, gain- 
ing variety in variously tinted tulles 
draped prettily to enhance dance 
movement. Color selections were 
lovely and the gowns well carried 
and attractively fresh looking. 

Floria Vestoff’s tapping, sand- 
wiched between the gorgeous ho- 
kum of Ben Blue’s new act, regis- 
tered soundly with the audience. It 
seems about time for the intelligent- 
sia to discover that the Blue low 
comedy is as high as anything 
that is. 





Camera Unconscious 





No matter when “The Battle of 
Paris” took place—directorially 
speaking—it is still a victory for 
Gertrude Lawrence. Her many lit- 
tle unstudied actions and general 
behavior, as though cameras and 
microphones were not watching and 
listening like so many spies, make 
her a delightful performer to meet 
on the screen. 

This particular encounter was 
between Miss Lawrence and Gladys 
DuBois, the obective Heart No. 1, 
otherwise known as Walter Petrie; 
ammunition velvets trimmed with 
fur and chiffons with crystal. 

Miss DuBois had the advantage in 
her black and white gown, but Miss 
Lawrence had previously under- 
mined the subject with a heart at- 
tack, which was finally the decisive 
factor. 

Charles Ruggles chief aide de 
cafe. 





One-Gown Mystery Film 


On the filmfare menu, cobwebs 
and scream are a regular dish 
though “In the Next Room” tries 
to disguise its tastelessness. This 
one contained a classically draped 
lady. Alice Day shared carrying 
honors with a voluable French girl 
produced from a cabinet. 

Naturally these hectic night 
dramas restrict the heroine to one 
gown, Miss Day’s dark crepe with 
|white lace used in a round collar 
in front that became a cape below 
he back decolletage. Miss Day’s 
pearl choker was beautiful. 





“It would be rather too-nice,” re- 
plied her friend, stifling a yawn. 
“I've always had a yen to be a 
countess.” 

Said another: “If you get the job, 
I advise you not to go around with 
Argentines—you'll be sent home if 


you do.” 


The opening of the elevator door 
prevented further eaves-dropping, 
but the operator seemed sym- 
pathetic at the reporter's early de- 
parture. 





“Wouldn't it be simply swell to! 
£0?" asked one model of another 


“Wassamatter?” 
brotherly concern 
P’too like ya?” 


he asked 


with 





| 





Showgirl Tells All 


Hollywood, April 15. 

Extent of a New York 
showgirl’s education became a 
hazy void here when a studio 
press agent was assigned to 
get a color biography from her. 
Everything went fine until he 
asked the gal what form of 
literature she went in _ for. 
Showgirl replied that she read 
anything. 

“108,” p. a 
“but what do you 
fiction or—?” 

The girl 
“T haven’t 
she said. 





countered, 
like 


the 


best— 


smiled sweetly. 
taken that up yet,” 











RITZY 


Harry Hurt, Jr., young man- 
about-tewn, has been frequently 
seen with Lily Damita, of “Sons 0’ 
Guns.” He has twin sisters, Dor- 
othy Hurt, widow of Malcolm 
Meacham, and Margaret Hurt, wife 
of Col. Ralph H. Isham, Col. Isham 
was previously divorced by Marion 


Gaynor, who then divorced Carl E. 
Mengel. 
Mrs. Gaynor-Isham-Mengel is a 


daughter of the late William J. Gay- 
nor, mayor of New York. 





The Marshall Fields 


and Mrs. Marshall Field have 
separated for some months 
past, she living in her magnificent 
home at 70th street and 5th avenue, 
and he in an apartment at 1 Sutton 
place. Now Mrs. Field is in Reno, 
awaiting a divorce. 

Daughter of Mrs. Charles H. Mar- 
shall of New York and London, she 
is heiress to many millions. As a 
son of the late Marshall Field of 
Chicago, her husband is one of the 
richest men in America. It is re- 
ported Field may marry Audrey 
James, widow of Dudley Coates~of 
London. Daughter of the late Willie 
James of New York and of the late 
Mrs. John C. Brinton of London. 

Mrs. Coates is conspicuous in the 
Prince of Wales’ set. She is a close 
friend of Gertrude Lawrence, the 
actress. If Mrs. Coates becomes 
Mrs. Marshall Field she will intro- 
duce a Broadway element into the 
Park avenue contingent. 

Marshall's brother, the late Henry 
Field, admitted the paternity of a 
son, known as Henry Anthony 
Marsh, by Peggy Greenough, dancer, 
known as Peggy Marsh. After 
Henry Field’s death, the Field fam- 
ily made a settlement on Peggy, 
who became the wife and widow of 
Albert L. Johnson, nephew of the 
late Tom Johnson, mayor of Cleve- 
land, and then married and divorced 
an Englishman, Capt. Keld Fenwick. 
She hails from Chelsea, Mass. 

To add to the complications, be- 
fore Henry Field died, he married 
Nancy Perkins, niece of Lady Astor 
and of Mrs. Charles Dana Gibson. 
Nancy Perkins Field later married 
A. Ronald Tree of London, cousin 
of her first husband, Henry Field. 


Mr. 
been 


The Right Rev. James De Wolf 
Perry, Bishop of Rhode Island, was 
recently elected primate of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in 
America. An opponent of divorce, 
he is a connection of De Wolf Hop- 
per, the comedian, who has had six 
wives. The De Wolf family has 
been established in Rhode Island 
since Colonial times. Mr. Hopper's 
mother was Rosalie De Wolf. 





The Balke Family . 

Although Brunswick-Balke, now 
under the control of Warner Broth- 
ers, is said to have had a disas- 
trous experience with its radio ven- 
ture during the past three years, 
members of the Balke family are 
considered in affluent  circum- 
stances. William Walter Balke was 
divorced by Katherine McKeown, 
now known as Mrs. McKeown Balke. 
One of their daughters, Eleonore, 
married Morton L. Schwartz, mil- 
lionaire sportsman, brother of 


Charles Schwartz, who married Vir-* 


ginia McKay. Charles, polo player 
and racing enthusiast, was the own- 
er of “Jack Horner,” winner of the 


Grand National in 1926. The 
Schwartz boys, sons of the late 
Moses Schwartz, were in modest 


circumstances when they attended 
Public School No. 6 on East 85th 
street, but got their start as office 
boys for Jules S. Bache. Morton 
gained social footing as the husband 
of Ella de Peyster, widow of Wil- 
liam B. Shoemaker. Since divore- 
ing Schwartz, this society woman 
of New York and Newport has been 





known as Mrs. Morris de Peyster. 


‘Didn't Johnnie | Warners paid $9,000,000 for the B-B 


control, not $12,000,000, as reported, 


Boob Buying of Art 


By Cecelia Ager 











1 WOMAN TO 10 MEN 


“Journey’s End” is a _ beautiful 
| film, an accurate transcription of 
Sheriff’s stage play, sentimental, 
|cruel and devoid of sloppy cinema 
| symbolism. 
| Dread of what Hollywood would 
|do to it is unsubstantiated by the 
result. This loyalty to the play 
may prove the film's undoing—if not 
in the key cities, at least in the 
hinterlands, which have in the past 
rejected filmdom’s most _§ distin- 
guished works. 

This, and thé fact that the film is 
not a woman’s picture—a _ state- 
ment borne out by the presence of 
one woman to every 10 men ata 
recent matinee—may keep it from 
the success it deserves But women, 
who send sons and sweethearts to 
war, should be interested in a film 
about war, and their attendance at 
the Gaiety may increase when it 
gets noised about that they can go 
there and have a good cry. 


There isn’t a woman in the cast. 
Colin Clive, as yor inhope, has 
not the charm of Col.i Keith-John- 
ston in the same role, but he plays 
a gorgeously written part superbly. 


BILLING NOT CLEAR BY 
HIP FOR MOLLY PICON 


Billing in front of the Hippodrome 
might lead one to believe that Molly 
Picon is to be seen as part of the 
stage bill. The placard doesn’t say 
“In Person” but neither does it say 
“Not in Person.” Gullible are 
drawn in to see a short in which 
the Idol of the East Side does two 
characteristic numbers. The short 
is not produced smartly but the ma- 





terial is good and is handled in 
Miss Picon’s daintily expressive 
style. 


The Marinelli Girls effect well 
fitted black velvet leotards for ef- 
ficient if not startling acrobatics 
and Billye Cavanaugh wears a 
smart abbreviation of a rhinestone- 
studded cow-girl suit to assist her 
whip-snapping, rope throwing 
partner. 


“Bride 68” Good Talker 


“Bride 68,” the all-German pic- 
ture with occasional talking 
sequences is easily the best picture 
to reach here from there in ages. 
Surprisingly easy to understand too 
for a German vocabulary limited to 
what might be called “neighbor 
German”—words picked up hearing 
neighbors talk. 


Among the audible moments is 
one of hair-raising hysterics by 
Conrad Veidt who went crazy be- 
cause he lost his expected bride, No. 
68, not age. 

The brides numbered in all 413, 
quite a boat load, until one died and 
in the pick to decide what man 
should be deprived, since 413 men 
were waiting in Australia, Veidt 
lost. 

Wholesale wedding scenes were 
funny, men and women filing down 
a staircase on either side of a rail- 
ing, man at the foot holding three 
tall sticks covered with wedding 
rings, sized possibly, bride being 
fitted and then over to the desk for 
papers and dozens of couples an- 
swering the questions at once. 

An unusually pretty lot of girls 
with Elga Brink getting the most 
close-ups and no complaints. Only 
two suicides, one hanging and one 
natural death making it quite cheer- 
ful—for a German picture. 








BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Lynch, son, 
in St. Joseph Hospital, Toronto, 
Can., April 1. Father manager 
Runnymede theatre (Famous Play- 
ers of Canada). Mother was Violet 
Walsh (Walsh Sisters). 


Mr. and Mrs. Fritz Hubert, in 
New York last week, son. 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Higgins, in 


New York, son. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marco Wolf, in Los 
Angele~. April 12, daughter. Father 
is head vi Fanchon & Marco. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Barrymore. 
daughter, April 8, in Holly wood. 





‘JOURNEY’S’ END DRAWS| 





Selling modern art in Hollywood 
is joyously easy. No questions 
asked, no doubts raised. Culture. 
seeing buyers accept everything. 

Fearful of revealing unfamiliarity 
with the subject, they pose wise. A 
strong-minded dealer, spouting 
arty phrases and letting loose a 
string of foreign names, can hypo« 
tize a customer into dumb acqui« 
esence and sell anything. All the 
dealer has to do is talk to him like 
a pal, two. souls yearning for 
beauty in this Philistine commune 


ity, and the customer, believing, 
sighs in agreement, handing over 
the roll. 


Dealer pretends tv ignure the 
customer's lack of knowledge, acte 
ing as though he takes it form 
granted that of all Hollywood only 
this particular chump can under« 
stand art, 

Wakes Up 


An inevitable phase in its devel« 
opment, Hollywood has become arte 
conscious, Not conscious of the 
different schools in art yet, but 
awakened to the fact there is such 
a thing as art. 

Though art has limitless possibil« 
ities for Hollywood, the best thing 
about it to Hollywood is that the 
possession of it gives one caste. Art 
belongs to the intelligentsia, Hol- 
lywood has discovered. A little 
piece of art in the home then is 
class. 

Modern art is most effective since 
nobody knows any more about it 
than you do. 

Modern art is comparatively 
cheap, too. There is always the 
chance that your bits of modern art 
are the ones that a few years hence 
will be old masters. The dealer 
tells you that, as he is admiring 
your perspicacity in choosing. 


Hollywood is ideal territory for 
modern art dealers. Plenty of 
money and blind willingness toe 
buy it. 

Two Systems 
The scheme of selling though is 


not Hollywood's own. 
and everywhere. 

Gyp art fences on 5th and other 
arty avenue of New Yorok find it 
the easiest. 

Of all New York’s biggest art 
buyers at top prices within the past 
few years, a couple of theatrical 
managers have been the best. Each 
had his own system. 

One not quite certain and some- 
what wise to the retail gyppers, 
worked it out that art auction 
sales in the better known galleries 
were the thing. He hung around at 
the sales, but acted conservatively, 
never bidding first. With competi- 
tive bidding, however, the boy was 
there. He knew, he bid and he gou 

“Got” is right. To this day that 
manager, with all of his show 
knowledge, has never known that 
when the auctioneers found out the 
kind of a mugg he was, they rung 
in shills on him. 

The other manager knew some- 
thing about art objects in a way, 
but as he was the art buying agent 
for a chain, art didn’t mean as much 
to him as a kickback. So he got 
the kickback, the theatres got plenty 
of useless art, and the art dealers 
got their original prices anyway. 


It works any 





Screen’s Modern Homes 


Too Modern on Screens 


As a “Second Wife,” in the film 
of that name, Lila Lee attempts to 
make her marriage a success by 
moving her husband out of a house 
filled with memories and unstylish, 
comfortable furniture. 

The exodus seems a cagily fem- 
inine idea until the film shows the 
apartment of her choice—an over- 
done modern thing that would prob- 
ably drive any man to drink. Why 
no present-day screen home can be 
smart without being the last word 
in misunderstood modernism is oné 
of the things that only designers 
might explain. 

Miss Lee plays the wife with un- 
derstanding, putting over without 
underscoring the unconscious sel- 
fishness of the character, but the 
film really belorfgs to Conrad Nagel. 
As a slow-witted, babbity advertis- 
ing man and husband he is very 
real, 





MARRIAGES 


Lillian Ruggles to Ted Wood in 
Cleveland last week. Bride is Rain- 
bow Room (nite club) dancer: 
bridegroom is sax player wit"! 
Stubby Gordon's band. 

Myrtle Gordon, singer, to Arnold 





Mother is Dolores Costello. 


Wolf, in Hollywood Mareh 24. 
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Keith interests in a belated ef- 


fort to get film 
effer to Vitagraph for block book- 


supplies made an 


ing of a new feature, holding out 
750 playing days, but demanding a 
cut in price of 33-1/3%. Deal didn’t 
go through. 


Charley Chaplin had lately gone 
from Keystone to Essanay. Now 
the Keystone people found that 


gyps were buying Chaplin prints in 
England, paying about $20 
and reimporting them for Ameri- 
ean sub rosa release at $7.50 a day. 


a reel, 


called 
the 
Bronx and Brooklyn that exchanges 


Open air picture places, 


airdomes, had so increased in 


opened special branch offices to 


handle the trade. 


first 
Phila- 


Marie Dressler signed het 





film contract with Lubin of 
delphia. 


J. M. Barrie had written the Lon- 


don revue, “Rosy Rapture,” 
was netting $4,000 a week in Lon- 
don, but the author regarded the 


piece with distaste and had never 


from Charies 


! 

} 

which 

| 

collected 


royalties 
Frohman. 3aby Delys was starred. | 
industry prospering 
Wall 


swarming with gyps in blue sky pro- 


Picture was 


mightily. and street was 


ducing projects, who made impos- | 
sible promises to lure chumps. 


Charles Frohman and 
David Belasco joined hands in a re- 
vival of “A Celebrated Case,” @m- 
ploying this brilliant cast: Nat 
Goodwin, Otis Skinner, Helen Ware, 
Ann Murdock, Florence Reed and 
Robert Warwick. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 


company 


Sporting event of the week was 
six-day go-as-you-please walking 
match for the American title held at 
Madison Square Garden. Telephone 


was used for the first time as an 
aid in scoring. Record number of 


contestants, who could go either 
way on the track at will, by serving 
notice on the scorer one lap in ad- 
vance. Two-way going made formal 
traffic rules necessary. Left-to-right 
movers had to use the outside of 
the track. 


Lent was over and the theatres 
of the city were crowded. Tony 
Pastor reported a week of turn- 
aways. Also Niblo’s, newly under 


management of J. H. Haverly, and 
a model of bright display. First 
house to put out illuminated signs 
in erystal letters lighted by gas. 


Daly's theatre threw open a smok- 


| 
| Roxy, 
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Stufl—Pictures 


(Continued from page 31) 





Inside 





dustry’s first days in 
the indies. 


talk. At least, that’s what the producers tell 


Novel method of utilizing a foreign screen a:tist imperfect c 
is being used by Warners in production of “Come Easy,” featuring Lotti 


Lodar, a recent Hungarian importation. 


Miss Lodar is introduced in the story as a Hungarian cabaret gir] 
Singing her native songs. As the story progresses, it shows the trouble 
she has mastering the English languags where ultimately she sings the 
Same songs in English. Mitchell-Gottler and Meyer wrote both ver 
sions of the songs used in this picture 


U is not going to actionize its newsreel with sound and dialog 


contract as the “reporter” replacing the titles in the otherwise silent reel, 
is declared by U officials to be a big enough drawing power in himself 
to avoid the necessity of shooting the news matter in actual sound. 





Instead of waiting interminably for a player to come to the studio 
gallery for portrait mugging, Hubert Voight at the First National studios 
has conceived a portable photographic background which is rolled on 
the set for portraits of players without interfering with their work. 

Portable background similar to the revolving scenics 
Slapstick comedy producers shots. It carries 12 
backgrounds. 


employed by 


for traveling different 


Metro, wanting a violin spet for “March of Time,” tried to get Zim- 
balist, but was turned down on an offer of $5,000. Looking around, the 
studio picked a minor light in the violin field, a former vaude performer, 
getting him at considerable less than five grand. 

After 10 retakes with this violinist the director decided to cut out the 
scene altogether. Studio in the meantime had spent a smal] 
on sets and other apparatus for this particular scene. 


fortune 


Credited author of Sono-Art’s “Cock o’ the Walk” current at the 
New York, is Arturo S. Mon, picture editor of “La Nacion,” re- 
garded as the most powerful daily in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

This is said to be the first application of an old Hollywood custom in 


dealing with the press to a foreign source on behalf of Spanish versions. 


Sono-Art has actively engaged in Spanish dialog features one of its 
stars, Jose Bohr, solely speaking Spanish. 

With every fan letter coming into the “Voice of Hollywood” office 
the writer gets a membership in the “Voice of Hollywood Club.” Mem- 
bership card is supposed to be signed by the “Board of Governors.” 

Governors include, Betty Compson, Lupe Velez, Bebe Daniels, Ruth 


Roland and John Boles, 
the celebs. 


Fans are writing just to get the signatures of 


Lads around the Goldwyn studio on the Coast 
tests made for the ingenue part in “Whoopee” 
selected. Girl dropped into it out of a 


east, being submitted and clicking. 


claim there were 67 
before Eleanor Hunt was 
clear sky, coming on from the 


Miss Hunt had been playing secondary leads in legit musical road 
troupes, 

Permission to use the title “Reno” was given Sono-Art by M.G with- 
|out charge or strings attached. Picture was originally produced by 


M-G in 1924 from a Rupert Hughes story and starred Lew Cody. 
Sono-Art’s version, now in production with Ruth Roland starring, 
parallels the M-G story in no way except the title. It is an original 


based on the Cornelius Vanderbilt expose series. 





M. Van Praag, recently resigned sales manager of U, who dickered 
with both Columbia and Radio for a spot in those organizations, is re- 
ported vacationing down in Mexico. Inside on Van Praag’s resignation 
from U is that he asked Carl Laemmle for more complete authority in 
U and less interference, saying he would resign unless his request was 
granted. Resignation followed. 





With 40% of the electricians out of work, union is making a checkup 
of neighborhood picture houses in Chicago, condemning worn wiring to 
get some of the men off the streets. 

Campaign is not confined to picture houses 
also getting the strict once-over. 


Regular commercial spots 





In its drive against abuse of season West Coast has discon- 
tinued issuing passes which permit entrance to all their theatres. New 
passes are valid only in the theatre nearest to the holder's residence. 

Only exceptions to this are newspaper representatives, whose passes 
admit them to the theatres advertising in their paper. 


passes, 


The AMPA has found what may be a permanent rendezvous for 
Thursday luncheons, at the Blue Ribbon, 145 West 44th street, one flight 
upstairs in a private dining room. 

Dave Bader has been pinch-hitting for Martin J. Starr as secretary, 
the latter having been away from Broadway for several weeks. 


To insure authenticity of settings, vernacular and atmosphere for the 
prison scenes in William Powell's current starring picture, Paramount 
is using a former convict as technical advisor on the Coast. 

Man has served time in Leavenworth and Atlanta. 

Demand for local news shots in France has Fox Movietone’s French 
newsreel about 50% local stuff. One week it was 100% Frenchy. Pathe- 
Natan's soundnews stresses the local appeal wholly and is Fox's biggest 
competitor. 


news | 


|clips after all, company finding Broadway houses will take it without | 
that necessity. Only chance necessary was the making of the U Talking 
Newsreel on the film as well as on the disc. Graham McNamee, under 





~ - ~ a Nesta — => 
e e 
Inside Stuff—Vaudevill 

Though behind the bars Alexander Pantages continues to mak¢ 
He is known to have purchased a block of highly rated stock before the 
recent upward trend in the market and to @ate his holdings have risen 
70 points. Recently his race horse, na) i er him, ran second in the 
rich Agua Caliente handicap. The purse f second place was $9,500. 
The thoroughbred was quoted 20-1 in the winter th . showman 
having $1,000 across the board at that price whic! eturne m 10-1 
for the pla alone. 

But Pan couldr ey | , “ r 
prisoners WW dr h Sa Par | s 

A name vaude artist, speaking he R-K-¢ le |} ? ‘ 
fone of its chief bookers, said: 

“He seems to have inherited ; the annovine methods ar deas of the 
Albee day 

Disappointed stool pigeons are not an unpleasant sight fhere seems 
to have been three or four or more after the E. F. Albee will came ou 
in print. 

Those boys who had stood the contempt of vaudeville for years still 
hoped against everything that their loyalty as stools would be remem- 
bered and recognized. It's doubtful if they were even remembered, for 
likely no one bore greater disgust toward a squealer or stool pigeon 
than Albee himself He knew a lot about fixing and what stooling 
meant. 

So the boys lost out 

roug! 

R-K-O is scouring the field f possible tar single women Class is 








| interfe res, or by 





a necessary requisite. Circuit's opinion is that the ranks of star feminine 
singles—with class—are nearly completely shot, with few of the old 
timers still retaining their pull Also that this type is as badly needed 
as comedy acts just now. 

Meanwhile the booking office is still blushing over the messy Anna 
Seymour affair. Through a booker'’s bad judgment, Miss Seymour, one 


of the best prospects to appear in a long while, was rushed in too early 


and set back so far that it may take her a season to recoup. 
“Audience acts” are gradually passing out. Big capacity theatres of 

today are not suited to acts that mingle with the customers, con- 

sequently the vaude circuits, with large houses now in the majority, 


are shying from audience mixers as much as possible. 
the show on the stage. 

Most of the current audience stuff now merely makes use of the or- 
chestra as an entrance channel for stooges, with the stooges staying on 


Trend is to keep 





the rostrum when once getting there. 

Many high priced acts are now doing all of their biz through attorneys, 
W. C. Fields, Moran and Mack, Helen Morgan, Ted Lewis and others, 
have turned everything over to legal mouthpieces and have cut out 


Doesn't de- 
notoriously 
means to 


their own former direct contact with agents and bookers. 
note they're getting ritzy so much as it shows that actors, 
poor business people, are recognizing the fact and taking 
bolster their business acumen with legal help. 





When Mona LaMar, wife of Ed. Milne, former New York Pantages 
representative, wént west last fall, she engaged airplane passage from 
Columbus, O., to Los Angeles, She took to the air Oct. 24 and while 
passing over Indiana dropped her wrist bag from one of the windows. 
In one compartment was $125 in bills while another small purse con- 
tained $800. 

Mrs. Milne was greatly surprised April 8 when she received a package 


from Richmond, Ind., with the pocketbook enclosed and the smaller 
locked purse with the $125. Children raking a residential backyard 


found the purse buried in leaves. 

It's the Milnes’ belief that the other money in the other purse either 
dropped as the book fell and lit elsewhere or was raked up and burned 
with the leaves, unnoticed by the children. 

Ed Milne is still in New York, closing up a few affairs for Pantages 
but yet undecided what he will do in show biz. 

An offer of $5,000 to sing six songs at a private party given by Clarence 
Mackay was turned down by Maurice Chevalier because it involved pay- 
ment of 10% commission to an agent. 

Chevalier stated he never paid commission 





and that any figure he 
quotes is net to himself. Chevalier did not appear. 
> . 
nside Stuli—Legit 
Agents who place actors in legit productions and would not sign 
Eequity’s regulations for agents representing Equity members, are now 


saying that they (the agents) are largely in part responsible for the great 
drop in Equity’s active membership, and the placement of legit actors 
in pictures. In other ways, these independent agents state, they have 
kept income away from Equity. Besides making a drive on the actors 
for talkers, the agents say they have been responsible for any number 
of authors who have gone talker. 

Agents who have not signed with Equity appear more affluent and 
easier in mind than those who have. The outside agents declare their 
business has never been better, that they are now working for the 
producers, with their money practically guaranteed and that they are 
causing Equity untold annoyance, through dissatisfied Equity actors who 
are purposely made discontented by the independent agents. This latter 
occurs either through refusing to secure them engagements if Equity 
cutting salary for the benefit of the producers, the 


jagents saj 


ing room “exclusively for the use of 
gentlemen.” , : . 
Reginald Denny’s one-year contract with Sone-Art and four-years 
| with M-G run concurrently throughout this year. Contracts interlock, 
: William Gillette was playing “The | with Denny alternating between studios. 
’ ’” ‘ - . e — 6 , , ‘ — ‘ ‘ : ‘ 
rofessor” in Chicago, where Man | He finished “What a Man” for Sono, is now finishing “Mme. Satan 
ager J. H. MeVickers had just won| at M-G, then returns to Sono for one 
a discharge in bankruptcy. —_—_ 
——--- New attempt of the picture houses in Chicago to use the 2,000-ft 
So important a star as Fanny} S8Peel has again been defeated by the operators’ union, which insists 
Davenport found it profitable to | on the 1,000-ft. reel. sig spoo) is ised, however, in all other cities 
play a week stand in Albany. ) in the midwest. 
H , ; | Sudden inrush of independent pictur: at Roxy is explained by the 
” cee and Hart, in accordince | p,,,, having 12 open weeks in which it can select any picture Othe 
i custom, were to close their) 49 weeks of the vear the theatre is oblicated to play Fox pictures 
successful Broadway season in early i _ 
N é VY i 2 = r T rT ‘- . . , 4 . * 
May in order to get in a three-| Screen actors who stuck close to the polished American parlor dictior 
Wee , . } ow “nolan } 
eek tour through New England, | ore now trying to acquire a western twang. Cycle of western pictures | 


making towns that now are not on 


he legit theatre map | 


ee 
Spring race track meeting opened | 
in New Orleans. j 


iS the 


reason, 
Picture 


total 340 


Motion 


Registrations in the fifth and sixth «sections of the 


Academy's school in sound fundameniais en the Coast 
which is 90 more the course. 


than the origina) limit set for 


It’s an odd situation, created wholly by Equity, and apparently by 
Equity be: the organization thought it could open 
booking office in time, thereby controlling the legit casting 
Whoever thought ou that scheme in Equity displayed a woeful lack of 
knowledge of legit agents, legit actors and the legit casting 


ause actors’ its own 


business. 
situation. 


Ted Gibson, known best for his work in 


“Abie'’s Irish Rose,” but re- 
cently working in sketches for the National Broadcasting System, was 


found dead in front of his home at 2016 Mansfield Place, Brooklyn, early 


in the morning of April 5 as reported last week. The police declared 
death was due to a fractured skull caused by a fall. Assistant Medical 
| Examiner Grimes performed an autopsy and stated his opinion Gibson 
had died from a blow apparently from a blackjack. He was also certain 
the compound fracture could not have been ca ised by a fall Dr. Baum, 
the attending physician of Brooklyn, sent the orga: to the ¢ toxi- 
, cologist for analysis. This report is expected this week 
Gibson was his stage name. His real name edward Vhitenor 
Morgan. On the radio he had been appearing rn ‘ Empire Builders 
programs It was reported that he had written an Iris I which 
Fiske O'Hara had unde consideration 
Reconsideration of the j mn whereby the hubert amusemer dver- 
sing in the dailies be switched away fr e Capehart-Care agency 
iS reported after opposition b the trustees. ] t ireé n the form of 
4 committee representing newspape to whi e agency is indebted 
acc 1e¢ si) 
. —- 
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DeForest Buy by Warner. 
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(Continued from page 7) 








Chiseling Agents in Paris Mess 
Up American Acts, Who Aid Them 








WELL? 


London, April 5. 
Femme partner of Browne and 
Lavelle, American duo, was 
asked how she kept her good- 
looking partner-husband away 
from the chasing women. 
To which she replied ques- 


Western and as to whether the 
whole talker situation is being sim- 
mered down to the point where the 


electrics want it, via already well- 















































4 Paris, April 5. ied ¢ . lar ets , - 
; I S A ° B ki known runaround tactics. Warner tioningly: “Have you seen the London, April 15. 
4 Indiscriminate submission of the . » In an ing ; : 91 +9 . , . . Thr 
, | j}executives a e same time sai act? “nglish Government is abc 
ean ct by thr e diff rent a nts | t t th t i I lish € t is about to he ¥ 
ie ac iy ee c at aSents, | a | . | a © > Er . - ° 
as occurred recently, cost an act | Pari April 5 jthat if Western is making a a ce aces = See A Ceverane One 
Bega nt wee aris, 4 o : ae a oreign performers entering the 

$450 a week for a two weeks en- | S. A in banking is a local paw of them, they are entirely in- “NIGHT CLUB” PLAY country to aaah tan eid covesine the Vv 
gagement. It is not an uncommon | Paris-American gag. The nocent of the method. a Os their income tax assessments — 
yractice here for agents to indis- | ‘ y clerks ar ke A a ‘ : ‘ , ‘ : " <tr vp ave 
practice | ges r. — ya! ~ young clerks are on ked for DeForest sources likewise dis-|Shuberts Take Viennese Musical for Foreign players have resorted to - it 

Crimmimately GGer. the same act, wth their masculine “it” and the a ee hat | America all kinds of subterfuges to escape a 
or without authorization, to the det- resident and touring American credit such a belief, saying tha the tax, with the autos offend : reflec 
riment of the act. femmes react proportionately. with 40%, Warners would only be Paris, April 4 Americans They, as a last alien —— 
. . ati _ wind iii ¢ : et “pe ‘ 4 < Ss, + ° - . , Js Gs as sort, " 4 
It is sometimes suspect ted th it Old and young gals gush about stockholders and that the suit Shuberts have taken “Die W have often left England secretly ws 
rival agents do so deliberately with those gorgeous young men against Western will come to trial k Paap Areree: or Government has lost man th : 
a view to undermining a rival who handle their accounts and yar “ |derbar” (“The Miracle Bar’), Vien- sands of suede. ren hak as a i tatior 
agent’s business, or at least to are carrying it along outside of < nese musical play, for America. Geza| has determined ae . play, 
minimize the percentage cut, at the business hours. With four Warner expert ac- i 7 me . upon measures ‘ theat) 
expense of the act itself. countants and their secretaries go-|Herczeg and Karl Farkas, libret- | which will make escape impossible. to th 
ing over the DeForest books for) tists; Robert Katscher, composer of a ane the ft 


One agent had an American trio 


virtually set for a Riviera engage- the past week, meetings which are 


being held among the principals 


“When Day Is Done” (originally 


“Madonna’”’), did the tunes. 


LONG LIST OF NEGRO VAUDE BOOKING DEAL = | ws 





th 




















ment at $1,500 when told that an- 
other agent had submitted the same bear testimony, of witnessing this Play is a nite club replica set, war, 
act, with guarantee to deliver, at PERFORMERS IN PARIS second buy-in sealed before the end! with the theatre patrons seated at PROPOSED CONFIRMED rents 
$1,200. Which of the two agents of the week. tables in simulation of their par- 9 Piece 
was the authorized representative ——- Rift ticipating also in the play. Some —————— repeti 
doesn't matter so much, but the act, Paris, April 5. In their earlier negotiations a rift,|}0f the auditors are also seated on London, April 15. Regin 
peeved at both for this confliction, vs h cantiin elt an q| Which is now bearing indications of | the stage at tables. George Black, one of the heads of glow. 
went to a third agent, and wound| An idea of the wealth of colore healing, developed between the] Shuberts’ rights include pictures | General Theatres, today verified the Thr 
up accepting $1,050, anxious to play |talent, chiefly American, now in| niessinger and German interests. | 224 talkers. report of two weeks ago that that ean r 
the resort. Paris, and permanent residents of |Refysal to include the DeForest opnomneeanees circuit and Moss Empires are seek- | 
_ Both at Fault the French capital, would make|American rights in the Klangfilm 1 & ” to SR i together on vaudeville “Su 
This situation indicates” in a inaitaw Wares: think his constituents deal resulted in the Kuckenmeister COWARD’S VORTEX wen ene ngroomiettts, Ww rg particular js alr 
measure that the acts are as much ‘ : group closing without M. A. Schles- reference to American acts. End, 
to blame as the agents sometimes, |are deserting him. singer’s approval. DOESN’T PLEASE ROME Conference between Black and R, seen 
as they have a habit here of ask- The following talent appeared As things stand under the present H. Gillespie, slated’ for April 3, had instea 
ing almost anybody, “Well, what] March 31 at a four-hour marathon |,rarngement I. Shlessinger is at not yet been held, he said, due to trenc] 
have got got lined up for me?” The jat the Theatre des Champs-Elysees |the head of the foreign group, pressure of work on both sides, but bruta 
over-zealous agents, without caring |for the benefit of the French flood |;nown as Associated Sound Films, Rome, April 3. will eventuate. Purpose is to ar- first i 
ERAS Peenaee SEe anme A eestas Wee | Sufferers. and M. A. Schlessinger, with 60%, Noel Coward’s play, “fhe Vor- epee See Pace Seer ae eee might 
made of some other artist's agent, Frisco-Domingo, as his name im-| continues in dictation of the De-| tex,” was badly razzed by the critics — : : ‘ ful. | 
gO ahead submitting the acts indis- plies, coming abroad from San| Forest American interests. Schles-| here, who found it too facilely lit- Black denies any intention of and ] 
oriminately. All the chiseling agents Francisco by way of San Domingo, | singer holdings in the foreign pool,| erary and, according to the “Tri- pa Pp beer cesar (ones 
— “0g cg? ws oom ty wae oe m.c.’d. Frisco, as he is_ briefly | Associated, are reported to be 50%. |cuna,” “full of continuous tiresome ae . st ri tn em age Lo 
ae aoee ee ee pst known, is Paris’ pet nite club per- Without the American agreement | and exasperating repetitions. The asians Ages Ni ne agpmencice td oo. 
bookings from then on sonality now, his joint on rue Fro- | Warners would be unable to intro-| characters are very Sketchily de- | haq peen made for legit dates. Proj- The 
: mentin doing a swell business. duce the foreign sound angle here, | signed and lack life.” ects of the kind had been turned 
An Amorioen Sak enpertaly means Happy Boys are jazz dancers; a|Tobis having previously sold Ameri- The first night audience at the} go.n he added = « 
ney age i agate pice Fees A ee slapped together orchestra playing |can rights to patents which are bar- | Municipal was divided in its opin- task save that Paliadium aint the a 
hence the speed with which the for the show was directed by James | ring the electrics from Germany to| ions, applause and hisses being hac tier ads Hered yor the General ore 
agents attempt selling them pronto |p oucher, maestro of “Good .News”| Fox. DeForest patents are those | about equal at the final curtain. Theatres chain have been successful oe 
i ~ any henargenaed gets i at the Palace, where this colored|which the foreign triangle are| This is the first Coward play | with their spend vasiets policy, and oe 
adamaeieeeiante fears agg ~ | conductor heads a white orchestra. counting upon for any American} 6/ven in — . ra that reports to the contrary have peal f 
ae Silica Joe Boyd, singing Swanee River, invasion. been inspired by the circuit’s. oppo- succe 
otherwise is the intermission band The buy-in is regarded here as Sure-Seat rs sition. tul. 
ers Doomed 


Am. Plays Hits in Spain 


Madrid, April 4. 
Touring troupe known as Amer- 
ican Plays, with the Spanish dra- 





feature, with a quintet, at the 
Empire vaudeville house. John 
Macklin and Flora Thomas are a 
neat piano act, the latter at the 
ivories, and Macklin’s trick tenor, 
with gestures, going okay at the 
Boeuf sur le Toit (Cow on the 


strengthening the foreign equip- 
ment situation, Warners dignifying 
the patents and further validating 
them by purchase. The same goes 
for a Warner interest in the local 
angle. 

Jabbing 





Paris, April 5. 
French sure-seaters, playing freak 
pictures, along with others the world 


over, are doomed within a year, says 


Black declared, “Our vaudeville is 
as different from other vaudeville as 
silent pictures are different from 
talkers.” 

Palladium was practically capacity 
yesterday, despite Holy Week, with 
Jack Payne and his British Broad- 
casting Band held over. Newcome 


(0-4 
NO 


matist, Francisco Gomez Hidalgo | Roof) where he is regularly. Mack-| for the record, both Warners and | Jean Mauclaire, owner of Studio 28 
at the helm, is cleaning up with /lin, or “Baby-Face,” came over with | western are openly. jabbing each | which caters to a patronage of very | ers are Novelle Bros. and Sally Joy, 
American play successes translated |“Blackbirds” and stayed. other, Where the electric flatly de- | advanced tendencies. vociferously received, and Ed and Met 
into Spanish, Thelms and Bobbie, yclept the|<cribes the Tobis deal as “insigni- | This, he says, is due to the lack of | Jenny Rooney, who did splendidly. Duke 
“Cat and Canary” and “Trial of | “tot Chocolates,” are s. and d. spe- | gcant,” claiming it is familiar with | suitable pictures. No more will be| Balliol and Merton were out of the group 
Mary Dugan” are the hits. cialists. Billy Tailor does bone/the German patents for the past | made because cost of production is | Supper show, due to Jessica Merton the | 
ls Bees ns solos, Mlle. Corney does Hawaiian |foyr years and that as the result| out of proportion with box-office | falling into the orchestra pit during Playe 
cooch stuff. Ritchie and Parker are |/it has “reached the conclusion that | possibilities. one of their dance spins. vive | 
Comedy for London male comedians, one a wow comedy /its (own) apparatus did not in- dasstninnasnninay Anc 
Paris, April 4, |hoofer. The Ramazivona and Billy |fringe the Tobis patents and that ; BELGIAN PLAY ENTHUSES organ 
Viennese comedy, “Business With Tarrell are along familiar colored |therefore it had no interest in pur- W. E.’s Good Will bine t 
ie te : F entertainment lines. Louis Mitchell,|chasing them,” the Warners take R “ ” ikely Bet Pop 
America,” has been bought by f : . ow Paris, April 4. Les Forces” Seems Likely 
wRonald Squire, London actor-man- ormer American quick-tune own- |the opposite stand. Wes . ‘ for Broadway but 1] 
lager, for England and America. |° does songs. Harvey White and Acknowledgement of what it de- estern Electric installed a pais head 
Frank and Hirschfelé are the ~~ his Harmony Boys jazz and sing |scribes as “an exclusive position sound projection equipment in Am- Brussels, April 4. with ; 
here at the Chez Florence, where White |led the brothers to go through with |bassader Walter E Edge’s resi-| 4 yew  three-act play, “Les two o 
" is now the boss of the works. the Klangfilm deal. This is am-j|dence here as a good-will gesture. | rorces” (“Strength” or “Power”), by have ; 


Squire will do it first in London. 





matian girl, with an American rival. 


ae eee ers, making it a quartet s. and d. distinct notice to Western Electric SAGEOR, Ages 35, + 
IN PARIS ~~ ve ne oe we ere ra? that it has never given its licensees New engagements for the London Lita Breezes In Gizol, 
Paris. Avril & no 1er ne ure was “J a Mar- true information of its weak posi- cabarets include Grace Edwards at . It's 
8S, April 9. tinique,” with Felix Ardinet and tion in foreign countries.” the Cafe de Paris and Jack Powell , sondon, April 15. ’ 
Marcel Melliand, Paul Palmer,|Mmes. Rosita, Necultra, Fernande A belief prevailing in ue American at the Kit-Cat. Lita Grey Chaplin has just are 
Ralph K. Strassman, Ward More-jand Fifi, backed up by a West In- trade that © sana ng the only Amer- Powers opens at the Cafe de Paris rived in London, creating — 
house, Serge Prokofieff, Marcel|dian type of band, doing their odd ican producing company ‘which April 28 for a month, “ of be rei a h t th 
She will play a fortnight a 16 


Grandjany, Gilbert White, Edward 
A. Blatt, Myron R. Granger, David 
and Hilda Murray. 

Aline van Barentzen (pianist), 
Clair S. Price (N. Y. “Times”), Boris 


ope ae ry | Stevens, Sam- West Indian type of Negro, ‘speak- “There is no benefit in keeping | separated. Lipton Astrachan, manager of the 
we aoe ee ay k. Esther ing neither French nor Spanish but | the rest of the world out, We can’t Horan is back in Paris. Myrtil| Universal branch in Tokyo, has : 
; “son, Edward A. Blatt, Dollie |some argot all their own, disport|do that and we have no intention | remained in Buenos Ayres, at the | been made director of the seven U 


Lillie 


wa 


More 
Noble Sissle now heads a corking 


Drayton now have a pair of look- 


shuffling-swaying sideways’ cooch 
which is a feature of the sundry 
Bals du Negre (Negro balls) around 
Paris. They're great stuff to the 
insiders where the Spanish and 





themselves in native style. 


plified with reference to litigation 
abroad in which its own licensor, 
Western, claims victory in 24 dif- 


reason for ignoring Otterson as: 
“He had his chance. This is a 


played with Tobis, will, now that 
it has bought in, attempt to per- 
manently ward off all competition, 
is met thusly by a Warner execu- 
tive: 





of doing it.” 





First after-dinner program com- 


prised sound newsreels and the Fox 
short of G. Bernard Shaw. 











Cabaret Dates 


Separation in S. A. 
Paris, April 5. 
Horan and Myrtil, dance act, have 


Armenonville. 


a Belgian author, Gustave Van 
Zype, was produced at Parc theatre, 
Brussels, It is a likely bet for 


Pailadium. 


U’s Japan Chief 
Chicago, April 15. 





exchanges throughout Japan. 





EGY! 


“Sons’” London Femme Lead [a.nce and. Jack Taylor, Gene], § , 
Paris, April 5 Bullard, Bob Scanlon and Cvicketts pe get nang bat Picea aan, Broadway. It’s a human story showe 
Fe Smith participated in a hoke boxing roth yg og energy Rory Cc * : ing Jacquerant, a world-acknowl- 
Mireille Perrey, French musical - tion,” and that the same litigation ohn in Paris for Par. edged power in buildi ities 
comedy ‘st: , s scene. Fanjo Fiends are an octet |inat prevailed in Germany will re- 8 p ng cities, 
medy ‘star, engaged here at $500 f torrid strummers. Kent and at p y : Paris, April 4 bridges, canals and so on, thwarted 
per week by Clayton & Waller of |° oe . sult in extending to other countries. : ; by his 20-year-old s Pi 
, Bereni¢e, Shakey and Chick and| » tip Cored “m Emmanuel Cohn, editor of Para- |°Y wre ge OM —. Fae 
London for the femme lead in rom the foreign group aiso came whose strength of character permits 
oe , 0 Marino and: Norris, in dance and 1 i “h mount News, is due here in June to Pp Di 
Sons o’ Guns,” opening June 1 at declarations that “had not Western him to refuse to follow his father’ nh 
the Hippodrome, London. Lily Da- |5°"% doubles. Latter are by Way) flectric been so cocksure all of oe ns en pe Rye 5 Aachen footsteps “ Jacquerant’s "paternal theatr 
, » 7 , “ “ rts a tuff i: i.dispens- a 
mita, als _ an of London where Marino under-|thase troubles would have been enty of local s p ‘ hate ape . place 
' also French, created the part studied Paul Robeson in “Show |avyerted.’ Western, they claim, a able if newsreel is to compete with pride is soreiy wounded and to this propo: 
on Broadway. * ~ stb ave . >§ , y , F h - is added jealousy when he discovers ‘ 
Miss Perre. plays currently the | B0at-”; His specialty of “Ol. Man | year ago was offered Tobis-K prop- | “rench product, particularly Na- that Pierre is bei db institu 
title role in “Rosy” here at the Fol- | River” is the highlight of theirjerty at a fraction of what the avs ree Satter Pee iy eupested his mother Pauline “een ae ie vee 2 
iy) ies Wagram. turn. Team has been around the|warners have paid for their in-|t® be reorganized in the fall. versity professor "Mathiel aera poate 
ae Paris nite clubs, now at the Boeuf- | terest. eee : sor, : group 
4 <n SE é ; a ; Mathiel, as a matter of fact, was 
F| e sur-lo-Toit. Didn’t Call on Hays New Cabaret Show | a rival of Jacquerant for the hand both 
i Yacht” Comedy Popular 8 Languages That the Hays organization had of Pauline, although, in reality, onde, 
Belgrade, April 2. Frisco-Domingo, the m.c., did} committee of producers ready to London, April 15. nothing remains of that dream. to the 
The comedy, “American Yacht,”| “8% Your Hand” in three lan- receive the Germans but that they C. B. Cochran’s new song and|/Finally, Jacquerant has to admit tian u 
by the Yousesiav pease Milan guages, English, German and | Paid no visits except to the Warners | dance show, “The Prosperity Party,” | that his power over Pierre is nil. Firs 
Begovitch, is being widely trans-{FTe@Ch. and topped off with a Span- is the declaration of their interests. | at the Trocadero restaurant starting | ~ Some fine dramatic situations and ene 
iatet” 2 . y “lish ditty. Equally fluent in all|J. EB. Otterson, it was admitted by | last night, was well received. It is|arresting dialog in which love, bru- am pe 
"Plot deals with the arrival of an| t®eSe tonsues along with some four Westernites, shortly before the | full of life, color and movement. tality, strength and pitifulness each tre’s a 
Asieslonn yacht 4::the eet of & ‘a more. Rano-Me and the Stellio |St#tement on insignificance” was/ Top honors go to Stadler and|find a place. Cast was not certain 
gn nees to . 'D 1 “ ima ne s r ° ~|Orchestra, Greenlee and Drayton |'8sued, was also standing by for the | Rose, on the first night, but that did not 
oa “vem A a erent = - tots and Bricktop and Spalding com- |Presentation of a deal. A foreign prevent the audience enthusing. B 
oO merican owner for the Dal- pleted the line-up. Greenlee and representative summed up _ the . Play could be translated into Eng- 
lish profitably. 
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8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 





F OREIGN SHOW NEWS 





3 New War-Motive 


London Plays, 


With One Magnificently Brutal 











London, April 15. 

Three new plays are all based on 
ghe war motif. 

One deals with the struggle from 
the viewpoint of the enlisted man 
gnstead of the officer, and might 
have been another “Journey’s End” 
a it had arrived first. All three 
reflect some propaganda purpose, 
either pacifist or commercial su- 
_genaag ‘ 

“The Man I Killed” is an adap- 
tation of Maurice Rostand’s French 
play, here at the Streatham Hill 
theatre as a try-out before coming 
to the West End. Theme stresses 
the futility of war hatreds. 

It deals with a  conscience- 
gtricken young Frenchman after the 
war, seeking out the German pa- 
rents of a boy he killed in action. 
Piece suffers from a good deal of 
repetition in its translation by 
Reginald Berkeley and the action is 
glow. 

Three offers received for 
ean rights. 

Another “Journey’s End” 

“Suspense,” at the Duke of York's, 
js almost a paraphrase of “Journey's 
End,” except that the war is here 
geen through the eyes of privates 
fnstead of their officers in the 
trenches. It’s a magnificent piece of 
brutality. If it had seen the light 
first instead of the Sherriff piece, it 
might have proved equally success- 
ful. Splendidly acted and produced 
and looks like a success. 

Naval Play at Globe 

“BH-1” is a remarkably staged 
and well cast drama of the war at 
gea and has no women characters. 

The second act showing the bridge 
of a cruiser during the Battle of 
Jutland is one of the most vivid 
pieces of staging and dramatic il- 
lusion ever produced. Play is a 
thinly veiled plea for international 
commercial relations. Strong ap- 
peal for the serious-minded, but its 
success with the generality doubt- 
ful. 








Ameri- 


(CO-OPERATIVE SCHEME 
NOT SO HOT IN LONDON 


London, April 15. 
McQueen Pope, manager of the 
Duke of York’s, has assembled a 
group of 12 actor-managers under 
the designation of the Famous 
Players: Guild. It is proposed to re- 
vive the actor-manager system. 
Another angle of the project is to 
organize all the stars into a com- 
bine that will pool production risks. 
Pope is enthusiastic on the idea, 
but London showdom shakes its 
head at the prospect of one star 
with a success dividing profits with 
two or three other associates who 
have failures. 


EGYPT’S THEATRICAL 
INSTITUTE—SUBSIDY OFF 


Cairo, April 15. 

Direct government subsidy of the 
theatre has been discontinued. In 
Place of financial support, it is now 
Proposed to establish a theatrical 
institute. 

Zaki Tuleimat has been nomi- 
nated as director, working with a 
froup of experts of the theatre on 
both the artistic and commercial 
ends. That new group is pledged 
to the aim of improving the Egyp- 
tian theatre. 

First effort will be toward a 
Temedy for the troubles which 
hamper advancement in the thea- 
tre’s artistic progress. 


Belasco’s Vienna Buy 








® Vienna, April 15. 
David Belasco has “Princess and 
Gigolo” for America. 





+ 
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On Duty 





London, April 8. 
Two hundred years ago a 
prisoner was confined to an 
isolated cell in the Tower of 


London and a guard placed on 
watch over him. In due course 
it is to be presumed the prison- 
er was either released or died. 
If you visit the Tower of Lon- 
don you will find the guard 
still there. 

It has just been 
that for the past 36 years 
Tower Bridge has had a tug 
moored alongside it as a sort of 
rescue vessel in case any ship 
collided wita the pier. Dur- 
ing the period not one vessel 
has passed the picr, but the 
tug remains. 


discovered 














PARIS IS WILD 
OVER BIKE RACE 


April 15. 

French society crowd and the 
stage coterie have gone dippy over 
the six-day bicycle race at the 
Velodrome d’Hiver, donating gen- 
erous francs to prizes for sprints 
and other special features, modelled 
on the American Marathon bike 
events. 


Paris, 


Place has been selling out and 
then some right along. Ticket sales 
stopped from time to time. Event 
handied with smart publicity. 

Paris femme _ personalities § all 
steamed up over the contest for 
title of “Queen of the Bicycle Mara- 
thon.” Friday biggest day so far. 

A mob of rough pedal fans 
stormed the gates one evening. 
Mounted police who tried to hold 
them had their charges slashed with 
knives. Reserves were called and 
a flock of arrests resulted. 


Manageress Arrested 


Paris, April 15. 
Mile. Devaleriola, manageress of 
the Grand Guignol here, is under 
arrest charged with the misappro- 
priation of $1,500. Complaint made 
by Jack Jouvin, of the theatre. 
Audit of the theatre’s books re- 
vealed a shortage, due, it was be- 
lieved, to failure to make bank de- 
posits which appeared in the re:- 
ords. 


“Co-optimists” Buy 
London, April 15. 

“The “Co-optimists” are scoring 
strongly at the Hippodrome. Suc- 
cess cinched within the last few 
days by a heavy library buy. 

Libraries’ arrangement runs for 
the entire 12 weeks of the engage- 
ment and, in effect, guarantees a 
profit on the enterprise. 





Dawes Out as General Manager 
London, April 15. 
William Dawes, general manager 
for Clayton & Waller, will vacate 
that post April 19, after five years. 
Parting is friendly and due to the 
firm disposing of its leases on the 
Palace and Lyric. 


1st Cuban Orchestra 


Havana, April 15. 
Justo Azpiazu and his native 
Cuban orchestra sailed late last 
week for New York. Unit is booked 


in vaude, the first all-Cuban out- 
fit of the kind to visit the States. 
Native dance team goes along. 


“Heads Up” with Dixon 


It's a current success here. eS 
—— — London, April 15. 
Lee Ephraim’s latest booking 
Cooper Comedy Delayed calls for the opening of “Heads Up” 
London, April 15 at the Palace May 1 
The new comedy for Gladys Harlan Dixon heads the cast. 
Cooper and Gerald DuMaurier by ns -_ 
Gilbert Wakefield, first scheduled 
for the Playhouse, has been post- Ada May Il! 
Poned, London, April 15. 
In all probability the time will be Ada May is temporarily out of 
taken up by Fay bec on in “The; the new Cochran reyue due to ill- 
Dishonored Lady.’ i ness. 


Must Quit England 


London, April 15. 
After in this country for 20 years, 
most of that time engaged in night 
club work, Elven Hedges received 
notice from the Home Office a few 
days ago to leave England within a 
fortnight. 


ONE NEW FRENCH PLAY 
SUITABLE FOR SCREEN 


Paris, April 15. 

There are possibilities for pictures 
in “Bobard,” new at the Theatre 
Antoine, although the ending would 
have to be changed. “L’Acheteuse” 
at the Maison de l’Oeuvre, holds out 
little screen prospect. 

First named is a comedy by Jean 





Serment, who plays the lead him- 
| self, supported by his wife, Mar- 
| guerite Valmond, and Alcover. 

{| An impecunious gentleman earns | 
a living by frequenting cabarets 
and attracting customers by his 
good natured capers. They nick- 
name him “Bobard,” signifying 
Joker. 


In pursuit of his vocation he pre- 
vents a rich patron from abusing 
a girl in the cabaret and in con- 
sequence loses his job. The pair 
fall in love and marry, going to 
live in the country where problems 
pile up. They consider a separa- 
tion, but the prospect of a baby 
makes that impossible and we leave 
them facing a dreary future of 
drudgery. 

“Lady Buyer” 

“L’Acheteuse” (“The Lady Buy- 
er’), comedy by Steve Passeur, is 
presented by Paulette Pax in a first 
rate production. 

Elizabeth, elderly provincial spin- 
ster, is in love with a ruined cousin 
and pays a large sum to prevent his 
arrest. They are married, but the 
cousin makes up his mind to elope 
with a former mistress. Elizabeth 
prevents the elopement, declaring 
she has “bought” her husband and 
threatens to kill both the elopers. 

They continue to live together, 
leading a ghastly existence, until 
the cousin saves enough money to 
pay back his obligation to his wife, 
buying back his freedom. There- 
upon Elizabeth commits suicide. 

Mme. Simone plays Elizabeth and 
makes it a triumph of the player's 
art. Jean Max does but fairly with 
the difficult role of the husband. 


TURKISH PRIMA DONNA 
HIT IN BELGRADE 


Belgrade, April 15. 

First Turkish prima donna ever 
to appear in Belgrade is Fatima 
Tchemile. Her debut here in “Car- 
men” was something of a triumph 
for the singer, and for all Oriental 
women freed from the harem seclu- 
sion. 

She is scheduled to make a visit 
to the States later on, exploited as 
an art freak attraction. 





ENGLISH “FORD” CAR 


This William Morris With a Sir 
Handle, in Auto Trade 


London, April 15. 

Apropos of a bid for the Palace 
theatre site by Mongomery-Ward, 
American mail order house, and the 
prospect of British business being 
spurred to mass production in the 
Henry Ford manner by the Ameri- 
can invasion, news is just out that 
England is to have its own “Ford” 
auto. 

It has just been revealed that Sir 
William Morris, English counter- 
part of the Detroit motor magnate, 
is building England’s first low 
priced six-cylinder car, to be offered 
at a price about half that of any 
previous English-built six. 


Leon Abbey Denies 


London, April 15 

Leon Abbey, colored American 
band leader who employs all Brit- 
ish musicians, mostly from the West 
| Indies, makes denial that he is be- 
jing deported. 
| He says that instead of being or- 
| dered to Jeave the country, he has 
ane obtained an extension of per- 
mission to remain from the office 
of the Home Secretary. 











Some time ago the night club 
with which he was connected was | 
raided and Hedges was fined $800. 

He originally was of the variety 
trio of Hedges Bros. and Jacobsen 
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many presentation and variety the- 
atres have gone all-sound, dispens- 
ing with stage shows altogether. 


Melbourne House Goes 
All Sound and Shorts 


Sydney, April 15. 

Fuller’s Roxy, Melbourne, opens 
April 19, with a new policy, play- 
ing all talker programs, including 
talking shorts. 

Shorts take the place of vaude- 
ville on a weekly change basis. 
They are figured to effect a big 
saving over stage performers im- 
ported from the States or from 
England. 


New “Emperor” Light 


Berlin, April 15. 





“The Emperor Requests Your 
Presence” is light but satisfactory 
at the Komische theatre here, 


founded on a play by Rudolph Lo- 
thar with book by Rideamus and 
music by Walter Kollo. 

Scene is laid on the island of Elba 
during the imprisonment of Napo- 
leon. Emperor takes a fancy to the 
wife of a general and orders the 
husband to his room. Purpose of the 
monarch is frustrated by develop- 
ment of his plan to escape. 

Capital production by Zickel and 
the smart playing of Camilla Spira 
and Fritz Schulz put the piece over 
in a light way. 


Reunited Team Not Wanted 


London, April 15. 

Gwen Farrar will have to fill the 
Palladium date next week with a 
recent partner, Billy Mayerol. 

Miss Farrar had returned to her 
old teaming with Norah Blaney, but 
the Palladium insisted upon the 
other combination. 


Oscar Strauss’ Hit 


Zurich, April 15. 
new musical com- 
is a sensational 


Oscar Strauss’ 
edy, “Marietta,” 
success here. 

The Viennese composer has a big 
and enthusiastic following in Switz- 
erland. 


Stadier-Rose Doubling 
London, April 15. 
Stadler and Rose have been added 
to Cochran's revue at the Pavilion. 
Team doubles at Cochran’s Tro- 
cadero cabaret during the engage- 
ment, for 12 weeks with an option. 





Twenty Years as Leader 
London, April 15. 
After 20 years’ continuous service 
as leader at the Victoria Palace, 
John Weaver was released April 12, 
owing to the house policy 
Historic hereafter 
house re. 


changing 
old theatre wil 
ues. 


Contract Violation 


+ 
| 


Vienna, April 15. 
A law poir has just been settled 
here in a test case of inte itional 
Sie Tati toe. | significance Its gist is that ad- 
Si} nenars : finishes op- verse public opinion may be held 
eratic aria and with both to be coercion and justifi a man- 
ering to bow, turns to his cus- ager in refusing to produce a play 
tomer and savs: | contra ted for 
Will you have apple strudel Permanent arbitration board of 
or cheese-cake?” the Viennese Managers and Au- 
thors body denied $800 damages to 
Walter Hasenclever, author of 
|‘‘Marriages Are Made in Heaven,” 
|against Max Reinhardt, who bought 
| the Austrian rights te the German 
play. He refused to produce it fol- 
lowing protests from the newspa- 
pers and clergy and public threats 
against Reinhardt's Josefstadt the- 
atre here, if the protests were ig- 
= nored, 

Paris, April 15 Ground of public feeling was that 
ieitnare are kitting af eaudevith the play treated the Deity with lev- 
and cabarets on this side so rapidly ity. th iuthor sued to invalidate 
managers'of floor wn and spe j}the Reinhardt contract, but the ar- 
cialty theatres are demanding that bitrators held that no impresario 
agents cut salary quotations on acts should be compelled by contract to 
that are already underpaid. Man- risk the destruction of his theatre 
agers say they can’t afford to pay under circumstances of public ex- 

even the low salaries current. 
Grief of the situation is that the 
acts can do nothing but accept 
whatever salaries are offered. Spe- 
cialty performers are already suf- 
fering from unemployment, since so 





citement., 
Otherwise 
ment 


tne agree- 


Validity of 
was sustained. 


“DESERT SONG” IN PARIS 
GOOD, BUT NOT N. Y.’S 


Paris, April 15. 
“Desert Song” is tastefully pro- 
duced and well sung at the Mog- 
ador, where it supplants “Rose 





Marie,” which ran three consecu- 
tive seasons. 

Robert Cousinou and Marcelle 
Denya, both formerly Paris opera 


songbirds, are in the roles made 
familiar to New York by Robert 
Halliday and Vivienne Segal. 
George Buty, tenor, is no William 
O’Neal, and D'Orville’s comedy 
compares poorly with the funmak- 
ing of Eddie Buzzell on the New 
York stage. 

Production is bound to draw 
when the comedy has been bright- 
ened up and the show speeded. 

Thelma Edwards, who first had 
the part created by Pearl Regay on 
Broadway, here does the role in 
which Margaret Irving appeared, 
dancing beautifully and handling 
French remarkably well. 

Roger Ferreol anc Saint Granier 
adapted the Romberg operetta for 
Isola Bros, as they did its predeces- 
sor, “Rose Marie.” 


COCHRANE AND BROWNE 
ON CONTINENTAL SHOWS 


London, April 15. 

Charles B. Cochran and Maurice 
Browne have entered into a combi- 
nation with the object of presenting 
an international season here fea- 
turing Continental stars starting the 
end of May. 

First will be Alexander Moisst, 
the German, in “Hamlet’ and “Re- 
demption,” with an all-German 
cast, 

Browne is the original impresario 
of “Journey’s End” in London. He 
has made a big fortune from it. 


Butt’s P. A. Leaves 


London, April 15. 

Douglas Hamilton, press repre- 
sentative for Sir Alfred Butt for 15 
years, has retired. 

Butt’s withdrawal from his many 
theatre enterprises ends the useful- 
ness of a publicity man, illustrating 
the completeness of Butt’s retire- 
ment. 

















“Journey’s End” Ends 
London, April 15. 
“Journey's End” is closing its 14- 
month run at the Prince of Wales 
on May 24. 


——— — 


“Calendar” Reopening 

April 15. 
‘alendar® 
after six 
for the 
“On the 
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Lyceum 


London 
Wallace's “The ¢ 
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Royalty Payments to Authors Are 


Disclosed at 


Copyright Hearing 

















. 
Washington, April 15. ST. PAUL’S STRAW VOTE | 

It -was too good to be true this 
general approval of the general re- ON PLAY’S POPULARITY 
vision of the copyright law. Hear- 
ings of two weeks age found wit: | 
ness after witness informing wed oe Pack Abe 26. 
House patents committee what a “Gave Ont Stand” suman 
great bill it was. Then, on Friday lcnmpaign by the St. Paul Assets 
last, came Lee Shubert and A. H. tion, business and civic group, is be- 
Woods, and the fireworks started ling taken so seriously 6,000 letters 
To these three was thrown the sup- ere nent ant Mendes alien ain 
port of Dr. William I. Sirovich, D., | port for a 20-week season next year 
N. ¥., a new member of the com- Accompanying plea for support 
mittee. are lists of 30 plays with check 

At one time during the hearing.) ork requested on those wanted. 
which ran through the entire day |Most are current Broadway suc- 
way past the usual adjournment coanes. 
time, everybody was talking at) wiiiam A. Brady started idea 
= The stenographer has yet)! with promise of Grage George in | 
to find out what it’s all about. \“The First Mrs. Fraser” if 3,000 | 

To make it perfectly good th@/ywould agree to buy seats during | 
picture representatives, Arthur W | week of play Minnie Maddern | 
Weil and Louis M. Swarts, former | Fiske in repertory will also come on 
for Hays, latter for Paramount and lsame basis. 


Hays got into it. 
Things started off serenely enough 





with the testimony of witnesses 
sponsored by the Authors’ League. 
Then came the Shubert-Woods 
combination. 

This group doesn’t want to give 
the authors and composers any} 
further protection principally be- 
cause those necessary creators “are 


getting too smart.” “If you define 
their rights in a divisibility law it 
will mean the end of the spoken 
stage play,” they said. 

“We go to work and produce a 
play. We hire directors, play fixers, 
scenic artists and build up a lot of 
by-products and if we cannot keep 
them for ourselves we will be put 
out of business,” Shubert said. 

Jos. P. Bickerton, attorney, tried 
to tell the committee (and before he 
got through he did) in answer to 
that one that they didn’t get it all 
now. That contracts took care of 
the various rights and that he 
would rather have the law define 
those rights, as the Vestal bill does, 
and be able to go into court on his 
own right, which the present copy- 
right law doesn’t permit him to dp, 
than to go on further in the pres- 
ent chaotic state. 

Argument that the “writers are 
daily getting smarter and smurter,”’ 
backed up with some figures on 
royalty payments had the Congress- 
men of the committee with eyes and 
mouths wide open. 


Royalty 


Winthrop Ames paid $79,760 in 
for author's 
share in picture rights on “Beggar 
on Horseback,” it was stated. . 

A. H. Woods paid Bayard Veiller 
on “Trial of Mary Dugan” $312,650 
and $62,500 as the author's share of 
the picture rights. 

On the “Shanghai Gesture” Woods 
paid John Colton $128,000 and on 
“The Green Hat” Michael Arlen 
$236,411. Further Woods paid Glass 
and Goodman $378,285 in royalties 
on “Potash and Perlmutter,” and to 
Samuel Shipman $232,331 = for 
“Friendly Enemies.” 
Picture rights from Woods. 

~——am A. Brady paid Elmer Rice 
on “Street Scene” $100,818 plus $6,- 
00 for directing play. This to 
March 29, 1930. 

Gilbert Miller’s royalty payments 
line up thusly: R. C. Sheriff on 
“Journey’s End” to date, $141,000; 
Somerset Maughan, $122,226 on 
“Constant Wife’; Molnar and adap- 
tor, Woodhouse, $69,489 in royalties 
on “Play Is Thing’: Duval and 
adaptor, Wygant, of “Cardboard 
Lover,” got $43, 722; Adouard Bour- 
det “A. Hornblow” received $34,693 
from Miller on “The Captive,” while 
the present “Berkeley Square” has 
paid John L. Balderston $36,111 to 
date. 

To April 5, last, 
Swanstrom had paid 
composers of “Sons o’ 
549, 

Brady and Wiman paid $113,365 in 
royalties on “Road to Rome,” while 
R. E. Sherwood got another $12,500 
for his share in picture rights 
“Little Show” had 12 authors and 
the composers splitting $80,313 from 
this same firm. “Command to 
Love” was worth $86,676 in royal- 

(Continued on page 74) 


Connolly and 
authors and 
Guns” $101,- 





Arliss’ New Play 


April 15. 
“Old English” 
Arliss will go 


Holly wood, 

After completing 
for Warners, George 
to England to confer and collaborate 
with John Galsworthy on a new 


Nothing on| Which played the Belmont briefly 


SPOT FOR DONAGHEY 


Chi. Gen P. A. for Stuherte or Head 
Drama eeague 


Chbende, April 15. 

General report is that Frederick 
Donaghey, lately drama critic of the 
“Tribune,” will go with the Shuberts 
here as general press representative, 
or possibly as director of the Dra- 
matic League ‘of Chicago. 

Latter position does not seem 
plausible, as the post was filled the | 
current season by May Dowling, 
whose work with the league made 
the Shuberts happy. Miss Dowling 
was offered the job for next season, 
but refused because of the taxing 


duties, and was asked to reconsider. 
She is now vacationing, and will 
reach a decision when returning 


next month, 





Edna Hibbard Heads Melo 
In Third Time Out 


“Sisters of the Chorus,” backstage 
melo by Thomas Burtis and Martin 
Mooney, is being readied for another 
try, its third. Ray Payton, producer. 
Edna Hibbard will head the new 
cast. 





Arbitration Awards 


Ernest Pollack, who staged 
“Philadelphia” (later cajled “Legal 
Practice’) was awarded $200 in 


arbitration of his claim of balance 
due. The award was against Dr. 
I, Altman, principal backer of the 
meller in which a number of peo- 
ple had “pieces.” 
Actors in “Take My Advice” 
about two years ago were awarded 
claims against William Caryl. They 
had agreed to take a 20% cut in 
salary provided the show continued 
after a specific date. It closed*in- 
stead. Several members of the cast 
withdrew claims and did not figure 
in the award. 





Informal Show Biz 
Stonington, Conn., April 15. 
Representatives of the Miniature 
Circus, en route from Bangor, Me., 
to Newark, were arrested here when 
it was learned that the trucks car- 
ried no markers and the drivers 

were without operators’ licenses. 
Edward Kabese of New York 
city, owner of the outfit. and his 
drivers were each fined $29. The 
outfit had no cash on hand and 
would have been forced to serve 
out the fines in the New London 
jail, but for John B. Findlay, man- 
ager of the United Theatre at West- 
erly, R. lL Findlay made arrange- 
ments to sell one of the trucks and 
pay the court with the proceeds. 





Fay’s Albee Stock 


Providence, April 15. 
teport in the dailies that Ed- 
ward M. Fay, local theatre man, 


had bought the Albee Stock Co. 





play the latter is writing for Arliss. 

Probable that Arliss will produce 
the play upon the stage, either in 
New York or Los Angeles, before 
making another picture. 


Doctoring “Dreamer” 
“The 
hew 


Mav- 
tor 


Dreamer,” 
Productions, 


produced by 
has folded 


repairs after two weeks out. 


It will be done again later 


|dropped for this summer at least 
j}by R-K-O, owner of Albee theatre 





Karl B. Krug, Pittsburgh “Press,’ 
said: “Roscoe Ails, principal come- 
dian in ‘The New Moon’ operetta, 
is the jester who intrigues me; his 
talents are many. There is humor 


| bounced. 


Whining Actors of Today Give 


Reminiscent Oldtimers a Pain 








‘ANDY WRIGHT’S FLOP 
| AND UNPAID CAST 


April 15. 
New York, 


Los Angeles, 
Andy Wright, from 
his hands *Philadel- 
Saturday after three 
hectic weeks at the Vine Street. 
Second week’s salary checks 
Wright left town for five 
and returned with a brand- 


folds 


days 


| new idea that San Francisco is the 


in his wistful baby face, sadness as | 


he plays a 
reserved 

stands up 
tions of 


scene 
boy. His performance 
as the best comedy crea- 
the season.” 


ROSCOE AILS 


Mandel’s 
Direction LOUIS SHURR 


“New Moon” 





CARROLL STARTS ON 


With a contract for the New Am- 
sterdam, New York, for his new 
“Vanities” as, soon as ready, Earl 
Carroll, Monday, ordered rehearsals 
to start April 21. This week he has 
been 
high salaried show girls. 
If the Amsterdam (Erlanger) re- 
ceives another attraction mean- 
time, it will have to vacate for Car- 
roll’s show. 
In about a week demolition of 
the Carroll theatre at 7th avenue 
and 50th street will commence. In 
its place around next New Year’s 
will stand an all-new house seat- 
ing perhaps 3,000 and at least 2,800. 
Its scale of $3 top'will give the new 
Carroll a possible gross of $70,000 
weekly, without Sunday night 
vaude. Sunday night at $2 top ina 
2,800-house should reap a gross df 
around $4,500. 

The old theatre had a seating ca- 
pacity of only 900. 


Dave Warfield Very Ill 


Dave Warfield has been at the 
Post-Graduate Hospital, West 20th 
Street, New York, for two weeks, 
seriously ill. 

The former “Music Master” un- 
derwent an operation for fistula. It 
failed to properly heal, obliging him 
to return to the hospital. 








Illness Hits “Decency” 
Los Angeles, April 15. 

Due to the sickness of Mary Dun- 
can, Franklin Warner’s “Decency” 
will not open at the Curran, Frisco, 
May 20, as announced. 

Plan is to open the piece in 
Santa Barbara in June, 





Wayburn’s Denial 

Ned Wayburn denies report he’s 
financially interested in Joseph E. 
Howard's musical revivals in Chi- 
cago. 

Also that he is directing Howard's 
production, “The Time,.the Place 
and the Girl.” 


NEW AMSTERDAM SHOW | 


portraying a shy | 


Featured Comedian with Schwab &! 
Co., enroute. | 





place to go after the show had laid 
off two weeks. 

Dudley Ayres’ production of 
“Among the Married,” with Robert 
Frazer and Alma Tell, comes to the 
Vine Street April 20. Show was in 
town for eight weeks last summer. 


COMSTOCK’S SUIT SETTLE 


Asked Shuberts for Accounting of 
“Student Prince” 

Suit of F. Ray Comstock against 
the Shuberts asking for an account- 
ing of the profits from the musical 
“Student Prince in Heidélberg,” 
produced in 1924, has been settled 
out of court. 

No figure given. Comstock 
brought the action in the N. Y. Su- 
preme Court on the grounds that 
the musical was adapted from 
“Heidelberg,” drama. Latter was 





locking: for mate: comics and |produced by the Shuberts and Com- 


stock in 1902. Comstock’s interest 
was 12%%. Remainder was held by 
Sam and Lee Shubert. 

Shuberts’ defense was that since 
that time they have incorporated 
and that firm is different now. 





Chicago Treasurers Get 
Am. Fed. Charter Back 


Chicago, April 15. 

Legit box-office men have won the 
fight for return of their union char- 
ter, which had been held by a so- 
called racketeering union of ushers 
and ticket-takers known as _ the 
UTS. 

This gives the box-office men, 
who have a separate organization 
of 80 known as the Theatre Treas- 
urerers’ association, control of the 
choice jobs. all legit houses, race 
tracks, prize fights and circuses. 

Treasurers lost their charter by 
being sold out, according to Pete 
Stroth, president. Matter finally 
taken to William Green, president 
of the A. F. of L., at Washington 
for settlement. Return of the char- 
ter ends a minor reign of terror 
which included beatings and threats 
to regular treasurers. 





TODD-GUY ENGAGEMENT 
Pittsburgh, April 15. 

Eula Guy, stage manager for 
“Strange Interlude” here, waited 
until she got home to announce that 
she would soon marry W. James 
Todd, assistant stage manager, who 
also plays a small part in the last 
act of the play. 

Miss Guy is a native Pittsburgher 
and attended the Carnegie Tech 
drama school, from which she 
graduated in 1919. 

Her brother is 
physician here. 


& prominent 








Union Stock Solicits All Denver 
By Phone, Getting 80% Returns 





Denver, April 15. 

The members of the new Denham 
stock company arrived in Denver 
Saturday and started rehearsals 
Monday, directed by O. D. Wood- 
ward and his assistaant, Ralph Lee. 
Opening date will be Sunday, April 
20, with a matinee. 





here, has brought 
from Joseph Plunkett, 
intended to resume 
in 1931. His concern had not | 
the Albee Stock Company 
permission to Fay to use 
Albee Plunkett 


that R-K-O 
in Provi- | 


stoc *k 


dence 





sold 

given 
name of 
| stated, 
T'ay 
} <8, at ¢ 





stock, 


opens the stock season 
‘arlton, 


April 
dark for two years. 





announcement | 
| Denver 

|} company 
or | Eve ry private phone in the 


ibe solic ited before 
‘of 350 ec: alle d the 


ticket 
has been 


Advance sale proves that 
without a stock 
just about long enough. 
city will 
Out 
80% 


the opener. 
first day over 
sande reservations, 

Music will be one of the features. 
Twenty-five musicians, probably the 


largest orchestra ever used with 
stock, will be in the pit. 

It has been unnecessary to sell 
stock as the unions interested have 
financed it out of their treasuries. 
The backing organization has been 
incorporated as the Denver Co- 
operative Amusement company by 
George W. Brayfield, Jerry Barger 
and Frank Spiegl. They are rent- 
ing the theatre from C. C,. Spicer, 
whose lease has two years to run. 

The opening play will be “The 
Great Gatsby,” comedy drama, by 
Owen Davis. Cast includes Diane 
Esmond and Selmar Jackson, leads: 
Barbara Josephine’ Allen, Billy 
Phelps, Duane Thompson, Al Price, 





Amy Goodrich, John Lynds and 
Billy Ford, 


+ 





idon’t know nothin’ 





Actors today are- always 
plaining about their lot, 


com- 
but they 
about the hard- 


| ships of show business, according to 
|a@ few oldtimers still around town, 
In fact, 
has a bust and Equity claims for, 
| salaries on 
| phia”’ 


according to these old chaps 


the actors of today are weak milk- 
sops who can’t stand anything and 
don’t know when they are well off. 

What about the old days when 
actors were likely to be stranded 
whenever they went on the road? 
AS S00 4S 4 g00d engagement cams 
along the producer took the profits 
and skipped. No matter what was 
the guarantee, some loophole could 
be found by anyone and the actors 


were left holding the bag. How- 
ever, this was all in the day’s work 
and taken for granted. Cheerfully 


would set out to hike 
town to town and somehow 
home. 

actors had spirit; their heart 
was in their work those days. If 
there wasn’t a play for them on 
hand they found one for themselves, 
As long as someone had some 
“paper” a play could be put on. Bill- 
ing meant everything in those days. 
Plays were plastered up outside like 
the circus come to town. And ‘this 
was the most necessary part of 
theatrical production. As long as 
someone, whether actor or other- 
wise, had collected a lot paper and 
lithographs to display outside, a 
play could be put on. Any old play 
would do. The paper display was 
merely to attract attention and need 
have no real reference to the pro- 
duction. 

Actors when they were out of 
work and no one was starting a 
company for them would gather to- 
gether thet own company along 
these lines. They first went around 
to the printers’ offices and collected 
all leftover billing papers. They 
then gathered old ones from the 
saloons and restaurants, and when 
they had a sufficient quantity they 
got a few of their cronies together 
for a company. Anything might be 
played, despite the billing. Some- 
times when “East Lynne” was ane 
nounced merely a half-baked min- 
strel show was the eventual enter- 
tainment. The company would play 
for nething for one night and give all 
proceeds to one of its members. The 
next night the proceeds were do- 
nated to another member. They all 
took turns in this manner. 

Actors Took the Slap 

There were people in the business 
then, not actors, who made a busi- 
ness of this fake showmanship. And 
sometimes they got into trouble. 


the company 

from 

reach 
And 


They would get a company together ~ 


with a lot of leftover billings to go 
on and take them to Staten Island, 
Flushing or Port Jervis, where they 
would display the billing without 
stripping off the star’s name. Then, 
when launched upon their phoney 
production, which might be anything 
from “Ten Nights in a Barroom” to 
“Two Orphans,” they would be ar- 
rested for misrepresentation, and the 
poor actors in the company, many 
of whom might be amateurs, would 
find themselves in predicament 
similar to the Mae West case. 

Actors today worry about whether 
they will surely get their salaries. 
In the old days they were pretty 
sure they would not. The spirit was 
different among actors. They were 
far more Bohemian and weren't 
thinking of putting on the ritz, as 
they are nowadays. It was really 
art for art’s sake. And they were 
great actors wrapped up in their 
profession. They might not look 
dapper and well dressed on the 
street. They might even look slop- 
py, but their costumes, and each 
one of them had to supply and took 
pride in the costumes he owned, 
were always immaculate and gor- 
geous. What they appeared upon the 
stage was the only thing that mat- 
tered to them. Yes, they were dif- 
ferent, not the commercialized 
whiners that clutter up the profes- 
sion today. 





Disabled Vets’ Net 


Los Angeles, April 15. 
American Veterans’ As- 
Starks 


Disabled 
sociation will back Wallace 
play, “Paths o’ Glory” at the Or- 
ange Grove theatre, opening May 2" 

It is planned to make a national! 
tour, with each local D. A. V. post 
giving the production a guarantee. 

Proceeds of each show will be 
split between the national and loca! 
bodies, 
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Grosses of Stage and 


Screen Hits 


“Journey s End’ —Both on Bway 


ror 


Journey’s End” as a talker anc 
atage play are opposing each 
on Broadway. 

Picture started at the Gaiety last 
week, and although business at 
Henry’s Miller's, where the play has 
been running for over a year, 
slipped off, the management of the 
stage play claimed a general drop 
in legit trade during the week as 
the cause rather than the picture. 
This being Holy Week, the oppo- 
sition of the talker to the play 


otuner 


can- 


not be accurately gauged until next 
week, 
The gross of the play last week 


was about $8,600 as against $10,400 | 


the previous week. The pace of the 
play had dropped under last week's 
gross previously, but had come back 
with cut rates supplying about 
25% of the takings. Last week in 
five days the picture did over $16,- 
000, at the rate of $20,000 a week 
breaking the Gaiety’s record with a 
film. 

It is the aim to 
gross of $2,000,000 
play in this country. 
23 the New York company had 
grossed $851,654 and the million 
mark for the Broadway run will be 
reached if the show continues 
through the Summer as now 
planned. During the major period 
of the run the weekly takings bet- 
tered $19,000. There were five com- 
panies of “Journey’s End” running 
during the present season and the 
combined gross to March 1 was 
$1,700,000. Two companies have 
been called in. There were also a 
dozen companies of the play in other 
eountries, Total takings abroad are 
estimated at one-third of the Amer- 
ican figures. 

The. talking picture version is 
predicted to gross at least $2,000,000 
in America, but while the world 
showing of the play has bettered 
that mark, it would be possible for 
the picture to draw that much with- 
in a period of 60 days when gener- 
ally released without the foreign 
market figured. 

Capacity audiences the first week 
for the picture have been largely 
masculine, but the stage version has 
consistently drawn as many women 
as men. 


attain a total 
with the stage 
Up to March 


Grosses 

Difference in grosses between a 
play and a picture is that with a 
stage play, the gross is gross, to be 
divided between two, show and the- 
atre. After the show receives its 
shares, the overhead must be de- 
ducted from that amount before the 
show knows what net is left. 

With a picture the gross is cal- 
culated as the total amount going 
direct to the picture distributor, to 
be divided with no one. The dis- 
tributor’s net is usually 35%, cost 
of distribution. In this way the net 
to the picture on the same amounts 
of gross would be more than double 
that of the stage show. 


EQUITY STOPS CHORUS 
GIRL FROM “WAIVING” 





Chorus Equity has issued an edict 
prohibiting its members from either 
appearing on commonwealth basis 
or in musical productions where the 
bond is waived. 

Equity’s stand is that the $35 
weekly minimum as obtaining for 
choristers is little enough and when 
@ producer cannot get up a bond for 
that amount he places himself upon 
record as a shoestringer. 

Equity has no regulation for the 
tab division since the latter is gen- 
erally classified as either burlesque 
or vaude, 


CAPITAL A 1-NIGHTER 
Washington, April 15. 
Erlanger-Tyler revival of ‘‘The 
Rivale” relegates the capital of the 





U. S.toa one-night stand, Com- 
pany comes in for a Sunday night 


Performance only at the National 
May il. 

House has stock for ever the 
Summer months. 


——e * 





j 
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PLENTY INCOME FOR 
EQUITY, SAYS GILLMORE 


New York, April 12. 
Editor Variety: 

It certainly was a great surprise 
to me to read the article in this 
week’s “Variety” entitled “Equity’s 
Future and Dues.” 

It is misleading from start to fin- 





}ish, Let me assure you that there 
{is little, if any chance, of us being 
|obliged to “dig into our surplus for 


current operating overhead. W ho- 


ever estimated that at present there | : 
jare not over two thousand legiti- | at present. And of this number not, 
'mate actors in good standing with | ™ore than a handful mean a nickel 


| . 
| Equity knows little about the sub- 


| ject. At the present moment 

jare over six thousand in good 
| standing, which number will doubt- 
| tess be increased by five hundred 
| before the annual meeting. 

| Then again, you state that the| 
| annual dues of Equity are $10. 
{Surely it would have been easy 
to find out the correct amount. Any 
factor could tell you that the dues 
are $18 a year and have been for 


the last five years. 

Another of income which 
your informant apparently forgot is 
“initiation fees” and the difference 
collected when the actor changes 
from Junior to Senior membership. 
Last year, these exceeded $30,000, 
in addition to which there are “rent- 
als” and “interest on investments.” 

These figures make a vast differ- 
ence in the estimate, which was 
made in your columns, of our pres- 
ent and prospective income. 

As to our appealing to any other 
union for financial aid, the thought 
is absurd. To begin with there is 
no necessity for it, and in the sec- 
and place we would not, even if 
there were, 

Being in a position to know, I 
can state definitely and positively, 
that in spite of the bad theatrical 
season, the very worst on record, 
that we expect our operating in- 
come to more than cover our 
operating expense. This does not, 
of course, include the “extra- 
ordinary” expense of last summer 
in Hollywood. 


source 


Frank Gilimore, 
President. 





“Journey” Play Beats 
Picture to Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, April 15. 
“Journey’s End” will return to 
the Alvin Easter week to beat the 


into town by a single week. 
Tiffany production has been booked 
into the Sheridan Square for a fort- 
night beginning April 26. 


for Alvin next week, but holding it 
indef in Chicago made it necessary 
to make a quick booking. Ithough 
“Journey’s End” played here for 
two weeks in February, biz then 
was figured strong enough to war- 
rant another week, but it was im- 
possible because of previous book- 
ings. 

Eastern company will play it here 
this time. It was the Chicago com- 
pany before. 


“Manor” Stopped 


“Greystone Manor” was halted in 
rehearsal this week by Equity when 
it found that Frank Martens, for- 
mer producer and owing ob)i)catione 
was directing for Lacey Produc- 














tions, producing. | police powers over agency matters 
Cast had signed waivers for the and who will command a salary 
show, but Equity took the stand |®Stimated at $25,000 or more an- 
that a defaulting manager could )nually, No other salaries paid. 
neither float nor direct its mem- Rules of the League call for a 
bers in a production even on com- board of governors made up of per- | 
monwealth until lifting his pre sons representing theatre owners 
vious obligation at Equity. and lnecees producere ticket 
Martens has a claim against him | brekers, Equity, Authors League of 
| for salaries on “The Black Cocka- j America and the public. Mr. Smith 
| too,” which had a brief run at the |is the latter representative 
Comedy two years ago and closed | he general order sent out Mon 
by Equity when salaries were not |day stated that the League wouk 
paid, jactually start eperations June 
‘Greystone Manor may resume 


J} again under another director. 


there | 


picture version of the Sherriff play | 
The 


“Nina Rose” had been scheduled | 


STARSWA 


J 
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WB WAY OF ROD 


‘Good Actor in Bad Play No 


| Longer Draws on Name—_| 


| Same im Hinterland as im 


Big Key Cities 





BADLY WHIPPED 





Although hundreds of actors and 


actresses in legit get feature or star 


billing, hardly 15 star names have 


a positive box office drawing power 


on the road. 


pull are seasoned veterans 
have stood the test of time, but even 


the best succeed or flop with the | 


| quality of their play. Gone forever 
is the old phenomena of a good 
actor in a bad play making money 
on the actor’s name and presence. 
alphabetically who 


Listed those 


mean something in the badly whip- | 


|; ped legit division are: 

Ethel Barrymore. Rated good for 
|four weeks in New York in any- 
thing and doubles or trebles that 
in a good piece, Never’snubbed the 
road and a reliable grosser. Prestige 
of family name attracts in towns 
where stage drama has been for- 
gotten. 

Irene Bordoni. French star com- 
mands Park avenue following and 
generally sure of good business for 
a time. 

George M. Cohan. Institutional- 
ized. Can step into anything and 
box office will jump. Has made 


more than one s0-so0 show im- 
portant. 

Katherine Cornell. Since “The 
Green Hat” established as draw; 


favorite particularly with college 
boys, young literati, etc., as player 
of sexey heroines, Hardly a road 
draw outside of bigger stands. 
Frank Craven. About best of 
henpecked husbands. Has consid- 





erable personal popularity and 
fairly well known around the 
country. 

Clark and McCullough. Hokum 


dispensers have their chief follow- 
ing in New York. Comparative 
(Continued on page 75) 


FIRST ORDER SENT TO 
| AGENCIES BY LEAGUE 








| Immediately following the an- 
j;nouncement Monday that former 
|\Governor Alfred E. Smith had 


agreed to act on the board of gov- 
,;ernors 
League, formed to eliminate alleged 
theatre ticket abuses, the League 
sent out “order number one” to the 
ticket agencies, declaring there are 
to be no more ticket Buys. The 
order against further buys is dated 
as of Monday. There are about 20 
buys now running, most expiring 
by May 30. 

The acceptance of Mr. Smith re- 
|ceived front page mention in the 
j}dailies Tuesday. <A report that he 
} will be the “czar” of the ticket sit- 
uation was discounted because of 
Smith's other and more important 
business activities. Whether he will 
be active is problematic but the 
weight of his name to the League 
is undoubted It is proposed to 
name an executive who is to have 





which time no tickets are to be sold 


€ than 73 cenis pre m 


FEW WITH PULL 


Most of the stars with box office | 
who | 


of the New York Theatre | 


VARIETY 73 








SHED UP 


——————— SD 











FUTURE OF N. Y. SUBWAY 


CIRCUIT IS IN DOUBT 


} The future of the Subway circuit, 
extending as far as Newark, is in 
doubt. 
will be forced to suspend is the be- 


| lief of managers conducting the out- 


| lying theatres. 
|} Despite the fact that attractions 
are offered in the ne ighborhood 


nouses at competi- 


pop prices the 
picture he 


uses has 


tion from nearby 


developed to such a point that the 
' . 

| Subway spots are taking it on the 
| chi The vaudfilm houses are of- 


fering shows at much lower admis- 
Shows which have cut 
during the 
way engagements have fared par- 
| ticularly badly lately, and the legit 
| season in the outlying houses has 
| been away off all,season., 

Morris Schlessinger is 
Shubert, Newark, and is 
ready to sublet the Broad Street 
there, too. The Shuberts own the 
| girst-named theatre and alJso the 
}ground upon which the Windsor, 
| Bronx, is built. Latter house also 
reported ready to quit. 

Werba’s Flatbush appears to be 
one of the exceptions this season. 
But Werba’s Brooklyn is shut be- 
cause of dearth of bookings, while 
the Flatbush appears to have killed 
off the Majestic, which was formerly 
a good money maker, but which is 
also reported on the market. The 
Riviera has been dark intermittently 
and is another neighborhood house 
problem, 


sion prices 


rated too much 


reported 


| closing the 





Elman’s Ziegfeld Suit 


On the ground that Florenz Zieg- 
feld has given the “runaround” for 
nine years to Mischa Elman, com- 
poser, Gene Buck, lyricist, and 
Augustus Thomas, librettist, of a 
comic opera, “Soldiers of Fortune,” 
counsel for Elman applied in the 
N. Y. Supreme Court yesterday to 
compel Ziegfeld to carry out the 
terms of a settlement of the action 
made when it was about to be tried 
last spring. 

Elman sued for $100,000 for breach 
of an agreement by which Mr. 
Ziegfeld was to produce the work. 
He received $10,000 in advance, of 
ijwhich a quarter was paid by T. B. 





‘Harms and another music house 
|} which were to publish the music. 
Hie delivered the score to Mr. Zieg- 
|feld but it never saw the stage. 
|Settlement terms provided Elman 
was to keep the $10,000 and the 
ana opera was to be returned to 


(him, Buck, and Thomas, 

M. Walter T. Kohn, counsel for 
Elman, said he has been trying 
ever since to get possession of the 
lopera, but that Ziegfeld refused to 
turn it over. 

Kohn stated he would be com- 
pelled to bring the court action, un- 
lless the settlement was carried out. 


je 
ANOTHER “MUSIC BOX” 











j 
Sam Harris and Irving Berlin Pro- 
ducing—Comedy Team Featured 





Irving Berlin and Sam Harris will 
;produce “Music Box HKevue” next 
;August, it is now tentatively ar- 
Berlin and Harry Rosenthal 
conferred over the latter find- 
jing a suitable partner. 

Berlin left for the coast Friday 
(ll), after opening a summer home 
in Great Neck, Mrs. Berlin did not 
jaccompany him. When returning 
hell spend the summer swatting 
golf balls at Lakeville Country club 


aa 


ranged. 


|have 





| Overman With Belasco 
Lynn Overmar goes under David 
Belasco hanner 


Contract dates from next Septem 


That nearly all such houses | 


Broad- | 


Has Nime-Year Echo. 


Cut-Rate Subscription Scheme 
For Okayed Plays by Women’s Clubs 


Club women of New York and 
New Jersey attended a meeting in 
the Park Central hotel yesterday 


to endorse a plan proposed to help 
legit production, 
The women listened to the complete 
as it 


} 
; Stimulate 
| 


sila <u 
piay 


workings of the plan insofar 
affects the producers. 
| All the prominent federated clubs, 


big and little, of the city, state, and 


|} New Jersey, have been approached 
oy Mrs. Edgar Cecil Me lledge, 
chairman of the radio department 


na 
of the New 


York City Federation of 
Women's Clubs Each has pledged 
; support 
The women will have a play com- 


mittee of 
;the new 


favorable 


members to pass on 
plays. Their decision, if 
will mean the combined 

| support of the clubs which as plan- 


ned would mean its salvation on 
i what would be a subscription ticket 
| plan. 

| Where a new play is set, two of 
jthe club leaders familiar with 
things theatrical, would look over 
the play at the invitation of the 
}management, then in turn advise 
the judging committee to see it, 


fand then give its endorsement as &@ 
whole. 

Mrs. Melledge and another woman 
'designated by the committee will 
comprise the duo for the first 
visitation. 

No Censoring 

Mrs. Melledge says thé plan is 
soring body in any sense; no 
criticism of any kind intended other 
than the anticipated support of the 
federated clubs behind the approved 
plays. 

She stated that such a play would 
| have at least an audience of 100,000 
|club women to draw from and that 
support could be pledged accord< 
ing to the enthusiasm shown by the 
different clubs. 

Where the women get a break is 
the producers when assured of the 
combined clubs’ support, permitting 
them to have a subscription plan 
of tickets at $2.20 instead of the 
former $3.85 plan, 


SHUBERTS BREAK NEWS 
TO THEIR HOME TOWN 


Syracuse, N. Y., April 15. 

The Shuberts are ready to kiss 
their home town good-bye, drae- 
| matically speaking. 

Lee Shubert, speaking for the 
firm, broke the news in a telegram 
to “The Herald,’ which had asked 
what the boys intended to do for 
their natal city when their lease of 
the Wieting expired next August. 

Wired Lee: 

“Unless someone in Syracuse will 
build a first class theatre to house 
|legitimate attractions, it looks as 
though first class attractions will 
have to forego playing Syracuse.” 

And this after the Shuberts had 
been hinting at a new house for 
years. 

After being dark for months, the 
Wieting reopens on Thursday night 
with “The Rivals,” while the last 
gasp of the touring drama will be 
the Theatre Guild's “Strange Inter- 
lude,” which moves in next Monday 
for a week, 

Both attractions have a heavy 
advance, with the entire up-state 
show-hungry. Reservations for 
“Strange Interlude” have come from 
across the Pennsylvania state line 











2d Ave. Grand Opera 


Royal Grand Opera Company, 
traveling troupe from Italy, 
| will attempt a grand opera season 





tome, 


lat $2.50 top in Gabel’s Public thee 
atre on 2d avenue. Company opens 
| April 2) with “Il Trovatore.” 
Antonio Ferrara and Enrico 
Odierno are impresarios. About 10 
operas are included in the repere 
toire Performances will be given 
| Sunday nights also, 
4 Italian and French will be sun 
-- ~ —, 


wholly constructive and not a cene “ 
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Shows in N. Y. and Comment 





successful, while 
mediocrity or loss. 


play is also considered. _ 
Classification of attraction, 
admission scale given below. 





i timated and comment point to some attractions being 
Bart w Ra the same gross accredited to others might suggest 
The variance is explained in the di 
house capacities with the varying overhead. Also the size of cast, 

i sequent difference in necessary gf 1 
gg Rey necessary for musical attraction as against dramatis 


house capacity and top 
Key to classification: 


D (drama); R (revue); M (musical comedy); 


_ 


difference in 
gross of profit. Variance 
prices of the 


C (comedy)s 
F (farce); O (operetta). 








Admission tax applies on tickets over $3 


“Apron Strings,” 48th St. (19th 
week) (C-969-$3). Business 
slipped considerably in some cases 
last week with approach of Holy 
Week: Saturday not good because 
of Jewish Passover; “Strings” 
moved over from Cort. 

“Berkeley Square,” Lyceum (24th 


week) (C-857-$4.40). 
at slackened pace, but a money 
show from the. start;, eased ‘to 
$13,000 or a bit less last week. 

“Bird in Hand,” 49th St. (45th week) 
(CD-708-$3.85). Well out in front, 
too: English show costs little to 
operate; never had losing week 
in long run: $7,000 to $8,000, 

“Broadway Shadows,” selmont. 
Stopped Saturday; two ‘weeks of 
agonizing trade. 


Going along 


“Deah Old England,” Ritz. Was 
taken off last Saturday; played 
three weeks; should have stayed 


in Chicago. 

“Death Takes a Holiday,’ Barry- 
more (17th week) (D-1,090-$4.40). 
Got fair trade until end of week, 
when matinee dropped down; 
gross around $11,000 is consider- 
ably under pace here. 

“Dishonored Lady,” Empire (11th 
week) (D-1,099-$4.40). Attend- 
ance drop slowed the pace to 
about $12,500 last week; good un- 
til May 30, however. 

“Fifty Million Frenchmen,” Lyric 
21st week) (M-~-1,406-$4.40). De- 
cline appears not to have been 
material with leaders last week; 
this one eased over $43,000. 

“First Mrs. Fraser,” Playhouse 
(17th week) (C - 879 - $3.85). 
Slipped, but apparently okay 
around $10,000; house and show 
under same management and date 
indefinite. 

“Fiying High,” Apollo (7th week) 
(M-1,168-$6.60). ‘Virtually .unaf- 
fected; comparatively new mu- 
sical smash protected by advance 
sales and agency buy; $46,000. 

‘Hotel Universe,” Beck (ist week) 
(CD-1,189-$3). Final production 
by Theatre Guild this. season; 


written by Philip Barry; opened 
Monday. 

“House Afire,” Little. Stopped Sat- 
urday; played two weeks; house 
dark; “Dora Mobridge’ next 
week 


“International Revue,” Majestic (8th 
week) (R-1,776-$5.50). Lively 
agency trade, but cut rates used, 
too; has been building up to bet- 
ter than $30,000; well liked and 
should stick to profit. 

“it Never Rains,” Bayes. Finally 
dropped out of sight after 21 
weeks to generally low trade; 
closed last Saturday. 

“Jonica,” Craig (24d week) (M-1,300- 
$4.40). Difference of opinion over 
this new musical, with business 
indications somewhat ir doubt. 

“Journey’s End,” Miller's (57th 
week) (D-946-$4.40). Business 
dropped from $10,500 to about 
$8,600, but not all blamed on 
picture version which started last 
week; better line Easter week; 
management plans continuance 
into summer despite film. 

“June Moon,” Broadhurst (28th 
week) (C-1,118-$3). Expectation 
is of running until Decoration Day 
and may last longer, though eased 
off to $10,000 last week. 

“Lady Clara,” Booth (1st week) 
(C-708-$3). Presented by the 
Shuberts; written by Aimee and 
Philip Stuart; was called “Meet 
Lady Clara’; opens Thursday 

“Love, Honor and Betray,” Eltinge 
(6th week) (C-892-$3.85). Last 
week here; may move to another 
house; trade not good between 
$5,000 and $6,000; “Little Orchid 
Annie” due next week. 

“Live and Learn,” Wallack’s. 
Opened middle of last week and 
was taken off Saturday. 


“Mendel, Inc.,” Cohan (21st week) 
C-1,371-$3). Slipped under $7,500 
last week, but will probably re- 


main through May. 

“Month in the Country,” Guild (5th 
week) (C-1,371-$3). Subscriptions 
have been holding this one around 
$16,000 mark; one of three cur- 
rent Guild attractions. 

“Nancy's Private Affair,” Longacre 


(14th week) (CD-1,019-$3). Has 
been averaging a bit more than 
$7,000 weekly; moved here from 
48th Street; date indefinite. 
“Penal Law 2110,” Biltmore (ist 
week) (D-1,000-$3). Independent- 


ly presented; written by Alexan- 
der Gerry and Augusta Greeley; 
opens Friday (April 18). 

“Rebound,” Plymouth (ilth week) 
(C-1,042-$3.85). Eased off some- 
what last week with the gross 
around the $13,000 mark; should 
finish out the season. 

“Simple Simon,” Ziegfeld (9th 
week) (M-1,622-$5.50). While not 
capacity all performances, is get- 
ting as much coin as anything in 
town; claimed over $46,000. 


“Sketch Book,” Chanin’s 46th St. 
(49d week) (D-1,413-$6.60). Was 
eredited with more than it got 


two. weeks ago; gross then around 
$25,000; last week about $21,000; 
will last through May, however. 
“Sons o’ Guns,” Imperial (21st week) 
(M-1,466-$6.60). Ilas been bet 
tering $46,000 and not far from 
that mark last week; ratés with 
the best of the season's musicals. 
“Street Scene;’ Ambassador (67th 
week) (C-1,200-$3.85). Has, been 
grooved around $12,000 for some 
time, bettering that figure as a 
rule: indefinite. 
“Strictly Dishonorable,” Avon (31st 
week) (C-830-$3.85), Some at- 
tractions held the pace last, week 
and were the exceptions; this one 
again capacity at $19,500. 
“Strike Up the Gand,” Times Square 
(14th week) (D-901-$3).. Com- 
paratively little affected last week 
when the gross approximated $32,- 
000; regarded a cinch to stay 
through summer. 
“Subway Express,” Republic (3ist 
week) (D-901-$3). Claimed to be 


still making a little coin both 
ways; estimated between $7,000 
and $8,000. 


“The Apple Cart,” Alvin (8th week) 
(C-1,387-$3). *Had commanded 
good trade at the Beck, where 
average was $18,000; moved here 
Monday. 

“The Blue Ghost,” Forrest (6th 
week) (C-1,115-$3). Management 
satisfied to turn any degree ef 
profit; slipped to $5,000 last week. 
“The Green Pastures,” Mansfield 
(8th week) (D-1,050-$4.40). The 
non-musical leader; pace unaf- 
fected and not expected to be for 


months to come; over $26,500 
weekly. . 
“The Infinite Shoeblack,” Maxine 


Elliot (9th week) (CD-924-$3). 
Week to week with gross around 
$7,000; nothing listed to follow in 
and may remain a few weeks 
more, 

“The Last Mile,” Harris (10th week) 
(D-1,051-$3). Eased off like most 
other last week but approximated 
$14,000, which is plenty for meller 
of kind. 

“The' Old Rascal,” Bijou (4th week) 
(C-605-$3). Fair agency demand; 
gross fairly good considering con- 
ditions; $8,000. 

“The Plutocrat,” Vanderbilt (9th 
week) (C-771-$3). Still strug- 
gling: business continues around 
$5,000 or a bit over; will stay an- 
other week, perhaps longer, how- 


ever. 

“Three Little Girls,” Shubert (1st 
week) (O-1,395-$5.50). Presented 
by the Shuberts; operetta adapt- 
ed from German; well regarded 
out of town; opened Monday. 

“Those We Love,” Golden (9th 
week) (CD-900-$3). Has not 
climbed as expected, but holding 
to moderate trade of $7,000 to $8,- 
000 and bettering even break. 

“They Never Grow Up,” Masque 
(2nd week) (C-700-$3). First 
nighters did not think much of 
this one and attendance there- 
after slight; booking is for three 
weeks minimum and doubtful of 
going longer. 

“Topaze,” Music Box (10th week) 
(D-1,000-$3). Trade off a bit last 
week at $16,000, but has been get- 
ting excellent money and rated 
among the successes. 

“Uncle Vanya,” Cort (1st week) (D- 
1,042-$3.85). Presented by Jed 
Harris; Chekov drama had been 
offered here at special matinees 
but first time for regular pres- 
entation; opened Tuesday. 

“Virtue’s Bed,” Hudson (ist week) 
(C-1,094-$2.50). Presented inde- 
pendently (Lohmuller and Em- 
ery); written by Courtenay Sav- 
age; only show scaled at $2.50 box 
office top on list. 





“Wake Up and Dream,” Selwyn 
(16th week) (D - 1,067 - $6.60). 
Closes next week; business 


dropped from $30,000 to consid- 
erably under $20,000 with Jack 
Buchanan out of cast; house gets 
“Lost Sheep.” 

“Wise Child,” Belasco (37th week) 
(C-1,050-$3.85). An exception to 
the rule last week; trade con- 
tinued to hold around the $19,000 
mark. 


“Young Sinners,” Morosco (2ist 
week) (CD-893-$3). Slipped a bit 
but still very good at $14,000: 


ought. to outlast most of the field. 
Special Attractions—Little 
Theatres 

Kilpatrick’s Old-time Minstrels, set 
for Royale, April 19. 

“Folies Bergere Revue,” Gansvoort; 
Morrissey’s show again postponed 
until Tuesday. 

“Bare Facts,” Triangle: another edi- 
tion of Village revue. 

“Michael and Mary,” Hopkins; still 
good. 

Ruth Draper, Comedy; 


record run 





for single artist. 








Shows in Rehearsal 


“Courtesan” 
President. 

“The Traitor” (A. S. Brown), 
Erlanger’s, 

“The Conquering Male” 
(Arch Selwyn), Times Sq. 

“Dear Love” (Shuberts), Na- 
tional. 





(Irving Davis), 


“When in Rome’’ (John 
Golden), Golden, 

“Romeo and Juliet” (Civic 
Rep), Civic. 

“The Solid South” (Alex 


McKaig), Little. 
“Bare Facts” (K. Kirkwood), 














Triangle. 
Five Shows Going Out 
Sudden closings featured the 


week-end, five attractions suddenly 
dropping off Broadway’s list. 


‘“Deah Old England,” an independ- 


ent attraction, stopped at the Ritz. 
Played 
$5,000. 


three weeks. Less than 





DEAH OLD .ENGLAND 


Opened March 25. ““Amiable 
oddity,” said Atkinson (Times). 
Mantle (News) found it “des- 
perately labored,” to which 
Garland (Telegram) added: 
“Suffers from slackness of di- 
rection and uncertainty of 
mood.” 

Variety (Ibee) said: “Limited 
engagement.” 











“Live and Learn,” independent, 


opened middle of last week at Wal- 
lack’s and was taken off Saturday. 








LIVE AND LEARN 


Opened April 9. Took se- 
vere bruising~ from. critics. 
“Squashy, flat and terrible,” 
declared Littell (World), and 
Darnton (Eve. World) echoed: 
“A play as trite as its title.” 
Lockridge (Sun) said: “Drags 
its way from impossible line to 
improbable situation.” 








“Broadway Shadows,” another in- 


dependent, was taken off at the 
Belmont. 


Two weeks. 








BROADWAY SHADOWS 
Opened March 31. . Second 
stringers belittled it. 
‘ Variety (Ibee): “Very, very 
ad.” 





“House Afire,” also independent, 


stopped at the Little after a mild 
two weeks. 





HOUSE AFIRE 
Opened March 31. Garland 
(Telegram) reported: “One of 
season’s feeblest.” Gabriel 
(American) seconded with 
“Dismally, maudlingly, immod- 
estly bad.” Ruhl (Herald Trib- 
une) found it “Built to amuse.” 
Variety (Waly): “Just an- 

other of those things.” 














“It Never Rains” finally closed at 
the Bayes Saturday. Was slated to 
stop several weeks ago, but hung 
on. Despite 2l-week stay, got very 
little money at any time. 


‘MET’S OPERA CLACQUE 


(Continued from page 1) 








ing that the applause had been by 
the audience. The next time he ap- 
peared, the boys sat on their hands 
and the performance fell flat. Volpi 
always paid thereafter. It is be- 
lieved that Mary Garden is the only 
woman singer who ever resisted the 
clacque. The stars usually pay for 
standing room but it is believed that 
the management sometimes Annie 
Oakleys the gang. 


Far from resenting the activities 
of the clacque, opera stars are grate- 
ful for it. They realize that sub- 
scribers applaud apathetically and 
that the synthetic enthusiasm is 
necessary to stimulate their per- 
formances. 


AHEAD AND BACK 


Joseph Phillips, who had been ex- 
ploiting “House Afire,” has resigned 
to become general press representa- 
tive for J. J. Leventhal. 








TWO NOVELS, ONE PLAY 


Joseph Moncure March, whose 
free verse book, “The Wild Party.” 
was protected from the censors by) 
being privately printed by Covici- 
Friede, is now adapting it as a play. 

Another book, “The Set Up,” 
printed later, will be combined with 
it. 








Royalty Payments 





(Continued from page 72) 


ties and $12,500 in picture rights to 
Gottald and Lother. 


Hammerstein, the producer, split 
$42,000 with Hammerstein-Harbach 
and Kern, the authors and com- 
posers of “Sweet Adeline.” “Little 
Jesse James” paid $118,067 while 
“Let Us Be Gay” brought Rachel 
Crothers $52,180. These royalty 
payments came from Lawrence 
Weber. 

Getting to Aarons and Freedley 
the figures gave royalties on “Hold 
Everything” of approximately $135,- 
000 to McGowan, DeSylva, Brown 
and Henderson; “Okay” between 
$175,000 and $200,000 to Bolton and 
Thompson; “Funny Face” $135,000 
to Smith-Thompson and Gershwin: 
“Tip Toes” $130,000 to Thompson- 
Gershwin. On “Fifty Million 
Frenchmen,” in 21 weeks, $54,074. 

By Schwab and, Mandel. the. fol- 
lowing was paid, according to the 
quotations: 


Picture 

Rights 

Title Royalty sold for 
“Desert Song’’...$572,113,56 $30,000 
“Good News”.... 401,211.18 20,541 
“New Moom’....: 261,402.88 45,900 
“Follow Thru”., 251,167.12 34,377 


Sam Harris is stated to have paiid 
$109,076 on. “Animal. Crackers” ‘and 
$114,922 on “The Spider.” 

Shubert Payments 

For the Shuberts these royalty 
figures: 

“My Maryland,” $56,815 to Amer- 
ican Play Co., $61,815 to Dorothy 
Donnelly and $61,815 to Sigmund 
Romberg. 

“Blossom Time,” Donnelly, $102,- 
036; Karezag, $409,977, Romberg, 
$72,146 and picture right $11,000. 

“Student Prince,” Donnelly and 
Romberg got $169,186.94 each while 
Wm. Meyer Forster got $72,000. 

Figures also disclose that Miss 
Donnelly received $3,000 for the pic- 
ture rights in “Student Prince,” 
sold for $50,000. 

“Countess Maritza,” Kalman, $56,- 
528, and Smith, $16,150. 

“Red Robe,” American Play Co., 
$16,536, Gilbert, $12,402 and to 
Smith and Wood to split, $8,268. 

“Circus Princess,” Kalman, $24,- 


573, Smith, $7,021, Kalman (extra) 
$6,000 while the picture rights were 
listed ‘in this musical at $3,500. 


These were submitted to prove to 
the committee that the “poor au- 
thor” was not suffering and needed 
no more protection. j 

And then:said: Mr. Bickerton: | 

“If the authors. were: paid. such 
staggering sums. the committee 
must understand. that we praducérs 
made quite a bit more than that.” 
This raised the Shubert sidé up in 
the air. 

Charge of monopoly, a pet propo- 
Sition in most every Congressional 
hearing, was charged against the 


| Dramatists’ Guild. William H. Os- 


borne, answered that one in his 
legal capacity for the Guild by stat- 
ing collective bargaining had been 
okayed by every court in the U.'S. 


Picture Grabbing 


During the ensuing argument Dr. 
Sirovich brought out the fact that 
he had financed stage plays at the 
rate of $25,000 each on _ several 
occasions, and that he did not want 
to see the picture peeple grabbing 
everything in sight. 

Developments continued to come 
fast until Vestal, committee chair- 
man, got into such a heated argu- 
ment over legal technicalities that 
things look headed for most any- 
thing. Bickerton brought it back 
to earth, finished his statement and 
made for his train. 

Analyzed Bill 

Things getting normal once again 
Arthur W. Weil, for Hays and au- 
thor of “Weil on Copyright,” gave 
the committee an analysis of the 
bill. He stated he would not enter 
into the controversy, but that he 
saw in the Shubert argument not a 
fear that anything new was being 
given the authors in this bill that 
they didn’t already possess, but 
rather the Shuberts feared the set- 
ting down of definitions of those 
rights in law. 

Weil urged the adhesion to the 
Berne Convention reiterating the 


| terrific loss the lack of international 


protection meant to picture pro- 
ducers. He was thanked by the 
committee for this presentation. 

Then came Louis Swarts, Para- 
mount-Hays, and he got into an 
argument with Dr. Sirovich, during 
which Swarts said many things 
about the legit producers and the 
picture industry. 

As no copyright hearing could 
possibly be complete without some- 
body jumping on the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, this angle came through 
the manager of the Fellowship Club 
giving public dances here and which 
the music group is suing for using 
dance music without pay. 

This was too much for the com- 
mittee. Mr. Vestal told the witness 
to submit a brief and the witness 
did. 

Executive sessions are next in 
order with the majority of the com- 
mittee favoring the bill proposed 
agreed wpon changes and a favor- 
able report expected this session. 





NO PIT MUSIC IN 
ANY L. A. LEGIT 


Los Angeles, April 15. 
Henry Duffy will discontinue or- 
chestras and organists in all his 
Coast stock houses. Move is being 
made to cut down the overhead. 
L. A.’s legit houses are now all 
without music. 


Future Plays 


“Farewell to Arms,” novel by 
Ernest Hemmingway, is being 
dramatized for production by A. H. 
Woods. Laurence Stallings is mak- 
ing the adaptation, 

Alexander McKaig has the Ameri- 
ean rights of. “One Cannot Marry 
a Poor Girl,” by Stephen Lagon, 
Hungarian playwright. Bertram 
Bloch will make the adaptation. 

“Reckless Daughters” is in. re- 
hearsal, Jaclay Productions behind. 
Cast includes Leona Buetelle, Thom- 
as Shearer, Gertrude Kearney, Eu- 
gene Head, Jack Davis and others. 

A new edition of “Bare: Facts” 
is being readied, for the Triangle, 
Greenwich Village to supplant the 
curent edition next week. Current 








edition has been running over a 
year at the downtown cellarette 
theatre. 


“Tompkins Square,” mystery melo 
by Arthur Brander, has gone into 
rehearsal and will reach production 
next month via Arthur Bell Pro- 
ductions, Inc. Cast includes Eileen 
Hanley, Bertram Mayer, Louise 
Clark, Evelyn Cronin, jugene 
Skinner, Harold Thompson, Eleanor 
Hyde, William Vadnais and Louis 
Peters. 

Robert Wilder, manager and 
press agent for “Many a Slip,” 
now in Chicago, has written a play 
called “Empire”, for an all-colored 
east. ‘Laura Wilck has acquired 
the play for production. 
“The Surprising Lady,” 
Spaulding, author. 
by Lester Sager, manager of. the 
Lyric theatre. Frances Underwood 
leading: woman. Opens » Windsor 
theatre; Bronx, April 21. 

“Mixed Marriage,’ listed as first 
for the new producing combine of 
Cort and Abramson, goes into ree 
hearsal next week; with cast waive 
ing Equity bond and int on commone- 
wealth arrangement. 

“The Traitor” went into rehearsal 
this week with A. S. Brown as pro- 
ducer. It opens out of town May 4. 
Cast includes Fuller Mellish, Charles 
Penman, Frank Henderson, John 
Lott, William De Rosa, Donelda 
Currie and Vera Mellish. 


HARLEM’S BEST RACKET 


(Continued from page 1) 


rich. At least two individuals stand 
out among the biacks of the na- 
tion. They are Mme. C. J. Walker 
(deceased), whose daughter, Mme. 
A’Lelia Walker, inherited her 
riches and is carrying on the take- 
the-kink-out system, and Anthony 
Overton, whose Hygiene Products 
landed him at the head of the 
Douglas National Bark (colored) 
in Chicago and president of the 
Victor Life Insurance Co. 


George 
To be produced 








Turn-white epidemic has ° also 
caught the men. They, too, 
have been using powders and 


cream on the quiet: 
tience doesn’t last, 
give up 
stick, 
Gals with a light complexion are 
more envied up in Harlem than any 
of the so-called colored Clara Bows 
or Greta Garbos. 


SAWDUST SMELL 


(Continued from page 1) 


But their pa- 
and they soon 
in disgust. The women 





leaving the circus, which he had 
been watching until this act began. 
“It is the most dangerous thing in 
the world. They are risking their 
lives and for what?” This act of 
five people gets $300 a week. 
Circus people think they work 
hard for a living and don’t get too 
much money or glory. 

Heavy applause does them 4 
world of good, but they don’t get 
much of that in America, all agree. 

The freaks are about the only 
contented creatures in the circus. 

The Ubangi savages think things 
are great, and they are the only ones 
featured in the Ringling-Barnum 





show this season. 
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Seasonal Slide Last Week With — 


Bway s Legits—Lent’s Only Dent 





= 
| 
After moving upward steadily for TAVERN’ DOES $16 000 
nearly a month, Broadway’s busi- + 


ness slipped last week. Approach of 
Holy Week (current), which is the 
only time that Lent actually affects 
box offices in New York, ex- 
planation. The Jewish Passover, 
falling on Saturday, also a deterrent, 
and trade on that evening was con- 
siderably under normal. 

Some of the leaders were able to 
hold up, and grosses for them were 
same, Among the 


is one 


erivtia! , he 
virtually the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


dramas the drop was from $1.000 to | 


$2,500, while two musicals slipped 
from $4,000 to $5,000, the others 
(there were only nine last week) 


eased off about $1,500. 

New shows last week again a poor 
lot. ‘“Jonica,” musical farce at the 
Craig, may have a chance. “Live 
and Learn,’ «et Wallack’s, opened 
and closed within four days. “They 
Never Grow Up” drew scant atten- 
tion at the Masque and does not 
figure to last. 
Musical 
are four 


Leaders 

musical leaders— 
“Simple Simon,” “Sons o’ Guns,” 
“Flying High,” all around $46,000, 
and “Fifty Million Frenchmen,” $43,- 
000; “Strike Up the Band,” about 
$32,000; “International Revue,” off 
but over $30,000; “Sketch Book,” off 


There 


to $21,000; “Wake Up and Dream” 
dived under $20,000. “Three Little 
Girls,’ which opened the Shubert 


Monday, was well regarded. 
Standing of the dramas and com- 
edies remains unchanged with “The 
Green Pastures” topping the field at 
$26,500; “Strictly Dishonorable,” 
$19,500; “It's a Wise Child,” $19,000; 


“Apple Cart,” $18,000; “Topaze” a 
bit down at $16,000, are the actual 
leaders, with “Month in the Coun- 
try” also rated at $16,000; “Last 
Mile,” $14,000; “Young Sinners” 
about the same; “Rebound” and 
“Berkeley Square,” $13,000; ‘“Dis- 
honored Lady,” $12,500; “Street 
Scene” claimed around $12,000; 


“Death Takes a Holiday” dropped 
more than some others, with a gross 
around $11,000; ‘June Moon,” $10,- 
000; “Journey’s End,” $8,600; “Apron 
Strings” a bit less; “The Old Ras- 
eal,” $8,000; “Mendel, Inc.,” “Infinite 
Shoeblack,” “Bird in Hand,” “Those 


We Love,” around $7,000. Special 
attractions which finished last 
Saturday did very well, Maurice 
Chevalier” credited with $25,000, 


and Fritz Leiber in Shakespeare 


climbing to $20,000. 


In and Out 
While there are no _ scheduled 
closings for this week, five attrac- 
tions suddenly passed out last 
Saturday: “Deah. Old England,’ 
Ritz; “Live and Learn,” Wallack’s; 
“Broadway Shadows,” Belmont; 
“House Afire,” Little; “It Never 


Rains,” Bayes. 

Incoming Easter card next week: 
Sir Harry -Lauder, Jolson’s (one 
week): “Little Orchid Annie,” El- 
tinge (‘“Love, Honor and Betray” 
may move, otherwise closes); “Dora 
Mobridge,” Little; “The Courtesan,” 
President (little); “Romeo and Ju- 
liet,” 14th Street. Seven additional 
possibilities for the coming week 
are: “Mixed Marriage,’ “Reckless 
Daughters.” “Unclean,” “Stepping 
Sisters,’ “Room 349,” “The Woman 
on the Stairs” and “Marching Men.” 


Stock Spots Now Wired, 


Subscription Idea Cold 


Fewer spots available for summer 
stock this, season through most of 
the houses formerly going for 
stock policies, either self operated, 
or on rental have since wired and 
will string along with talker policy. 

A few resort towns are being 
sounded on the subscription stock 
tie-up, but so far the subscription 
idea has been a bust. 

Former stands once willing to 
gamble on percentage with the 
stocks are now requiring flat rental. 

Proposed dramatic stock for the 
Rialto, Engelwood, N. J. has been 
¢alled off with house continuing its 
current vaudfilm policy. 

House did well with stock last 
summer and had announced policy 
for next month, then vetoed the 
change. 





Royle Named Shepherd 


Edwin Milton Royle was ap- 
Pointed by the council of the Lambs 
to act as Shepherd, succeeding the 
late Fritz Williams for the unex- 
Pired term. Usually the Boy fills 
the post in case of’ sudden death, 
fuch as Williams’, but Arthur 
Byron, who would have automat- 
ically become Shepherd will be out 
of New York until late in the sum- 
mer, 

The selection of Royle was 
Promptly determined upon because 
of the impending public Gambo! at 
the Met, April 27. R. H. Burnside 
Will again direct the show. 





IN BAD BOSTON WEEK 


Boston, April 15. 
foretaste of Holy 
Week when grosses went off gener- 
ally. There were no serious slumps, 
but enough to indicate that the 
leanest week of the season is at 
hand. 

Things look good for the opening 
of the Fred Stone show, “‘Ripples,’ 


Boston got a 


which comes into the Colonial 
Easier Munday night, opening that 


theatre after several weeks dark- 
ness. There will be an advance sale 
of between $30,000 and $35,000. 

“New Moon,” at the Shubert, was 
$5,000 below preceding week, and 
“Little Accident” also felt the effect 
of the long run and the advent of 
Holy Week. 

Cohan’s “Tavern” at the Tremont 
is a big hit, with the gross the 


opening week $16,000, divided be- 
tween this attraction and the two 
matinees .of “Gambling.” Last 


named didn’t add much to the total. 
It is about washed up here. 

In four performances at the 
Hollis Mrs. Fiske and her company 
in an all-star revival of “The Rivals” 
grossed $8,000. 

Last Week’s Estimates 

“The New Moon,” Shubert (8th 
week). Grossed $20,000, down $5,000 
from previous week and the poorest 
so far during the run. 


“The Tavern” and “Gambling,” 
Tremont (2d week of ‘“Tavern’’). 
Sell out for the evening perform- 


ances with mats of “Gambling” off. 
Gross for the week $16,000. 

“Little Accident,” Plymouth (13th 
week). Did $13,000. 

“Candle Light,” Wilbur (2d week). 
Dropped in at a bad time. $11,000. 


Stars Through 


(Continued from page 73) 
strangers as legit stars in many big 
stands. 

Jack Donahue. 
close to Broadway. 
there. 

Mrs. Fiske. Held her own through 
three decades and right up to pres- 
ent. Her position is secure in New 
York and out-of-town. In the last 
season or two recognized as “the 
first actress of the American stage.” 

Grace George. Despite unfor- 
tunate at times in plays, Miss 
George’s reputation as a smart 
comedienne has survived the decline 
of legit. 

William Hodge. Veteran road 
star but also, when properly equip- 
ped, sure-fire in New York. Identi- 
fied with preachy type of plays in 
recent years but currently upsetting 
all his own precedents. . 

Alfred Lunt - Lynn Fontaine. 
Guild’s ace duo easily rank with 
group whose names mean something 
at agencies. Have broken the ice 
on the road. 

Otis Skinner. Like Ethel Barry- 
more, Mrs. Fiske and Grace George, 
has built up loyal legion over a 
Iong and distinguished career of 
many years. One of the “first 
gentlemen” of the American drama. 

Fred Stone. Until recent New 
York failure of “Ripples,” anything 
this comic was in considered insured 
for at least six months, Always big 
on road. 

Ed Wynn. “Perfect Fool” is box 
office on Broadway and in big east- 
ern stands. 

This list does not include Walker 
Whiteside and Guy Bates Post, 





Stuck pretty 
Most popularity 


more typically “road” stars than 
Broadway. It also omits many 
eminent artists and _ successful 


comedians whose reputations may 
be established but whose box office 
powers are vague or insufficiently 
tested. 

Other names formerly legit but 
now considered in the picture field. 
Among these are Marilyn Miller, the 
highest salaried star musical com- 
edy has ever known; Beatrice Lillie, 
Ina Claire, who may return to the 


legit; Al Jolson, Marx Brothers, 
Will Rogers and Eddie Cantor. 
Same in England 
London, April 4. 


Touring companies of legit plays 
with West End reputations are 


through in the provinces, even when 


they contain star names. Such 
names as Fred Terry, 


Dyall and Mary Merrall looked upon 


as surefire for the provinces, are 
barely making ends meet. 
Most of these touring shows 


average around $100 for opening 
night, with remainder of the night 


Franklyn | 





Frisco Grosses 





San Francisco, April 15. 
“June Moon” at the Geary con- 


tinued to top box office figures 
|; among the legitimate theatres, 


| grossing better than $13,000. Nearest | 


| 


competitor was “Paris Bound” at 
Erlanger’s Columbia, also in its sec- 
ond week, above $7,500. 


At the Curran “Rope’s End” con- 
tinued a dud. Second week trifle 
better than first but not even fair at 
$5,500. 

Duffy got good takings at both his 
houses. Alcazar had Violet Heming 
iin “Let Us Be Gay,” copping around 
$5,000, and at his President “‘The 


>‘ Hero” 





Blue Ghost” intrigued with wild ho- 
kum to the tune of $6,000. 


“PHILADELPHIA 
LA’S PRIZE BUST: 


~ 


Los Angeles, April 15. 

Dull legit week, with near-sum- 
mer weather and Lent co-operating 
to keep locals away from the the- 
atres. With the exception of ‘Rah, 
Rah, Daze” at the Mason and 
at the Music Box, all the- 
atres showed a drop under last 
week. Lenore Ulric, at the Belasco, 
in “East of Suez” slid down $5,000 
on the week. 

Taylor Holmes in “Your Uncle 
Dudley,” at the President, was ex- 
pexted to pull this house out of a 
four months slump. Started off 
strong, but the decline this week in- 
dicates he will move at the end of 
five weeks. Duffy is having plenty 
headaches with this house. 

El Capitan, housing “Broken 
Dishes,” has had two lean weeks. 
Play and cast are more or less un- 
known here. May Robson, at the 
Hollywood Playhouse in “Helena’s 
3oys,” never did get started and 
folds this week with the lowest av- 
erage gross the house has had in 
months, 

“Philadelphia, at the Vine St., is 
the town’s prize flop, getting less 
than $6,000 in the first two weeks. 
Town has been! plastered with 
paper. 

“Desert Song,” at the Majestic, 
was put on to fill the gap between 
“New Moon” and “Student Prince.” 
“Song,” with the same cast as “New 
Moon,” failed to draw and comes 
out at the end of this week. House 
remains dark until opening of 
“Prince,” April 24, 

Estimates for Last Week 

Belasco—“East of Suez” (4th, last 
wk.). Fell off to $8,000, lowest gross 
house has had in three months. Fay 
Marbe opens April 13 for one week 
in Continental Revue.” 

EI Capitan—‘“Broken Dishes” (2d 
wk.). Little less than average, $5,000. 

Hollywood Playhouse — “Helena’s 
Boys” (4th, last wk.). May Robson 
never got started and blew to $3,900, 
less than average, “Holiday” opens 
April 13, 

Majestic—‘Desert Song” (2d, last 
wk.). Made about enough on the 
two weeks’ run to pay the nut, with 
$7,000 last week. “Student Prince” 
opens April 24. 

Mason—“Rah, Rah, Daze” (3d 
wk.). Surprising the Rialto by build- 
ing up to $9,400, with nut around 
$7,000. Producers beginning to see 
daylight: The Waring show. 

Music Box (Civic Repertory)— 
“The Hero” (2d wk.). Grant 
Mitchell in lead managed to bring 
this one up to $5,600. Best week 
Civic Rep has had since opened. 

President—“Your Uncle Dudley” 
5th wk.). Dropped to $4,500. Un- 
expected, as Taylor Holmes was 
figured to hold eight weeks. Blows 
after next week. 

Vine St.—"Philadelphia” (2d wk.). 
Just a clam bake at $3,000. 





Woods’ Storage Judgment 


A default judgment for $2,017 was 


filed in the N. Y. City Court last 
week against the A. H. Woods Ex- 
travaganza Company by Ancel J. 
Brower, on a lease of the property 
at 537-541 West 24th street for the 
storage of theatrical scenery. 





averaging little more excepting, of 
course, Saturday evenings. 

Most of the trouble has been 
brought about by the theatre own- 
ers. With little cinema opposition 
the theatre was the only place of 
amusement and the multitude of 
pleasure seekers were forced to-go 
there, despite all possible discom- 
fort. With new and palatial 
emas springing up, these oldtimers 


with their decrepit buildings were 
the first to feel the draught, and 
will never recover. 

Looks like 500 provincial theatre 
will have to close during the sum- 


cin- | 





*lenty of repertoire was the word 
in Philly's legit houses last week 

“Bird in Hand” held up in 2d 
week at the Lyric with $12,000 
claimed, It will ride through 
Easter week at least. “Meet Lady 
Clara,” sponsored by the Profes- 
sional Players ta the Adelphi, got | 
around $6,000 in final week It 
closed first season of this subscrip- 
tion organization which, with two 
exceptions out of seven, was sus 
| cessful, 

This week Adelphi, Walnut, Shu- 
bert and Keith’s are dark, with the 


3 DARK HOUSES IN 
PHILLY EASTER WEEK 


Philadelphia, April 15. 


Shubert relighted Saturday with the 


inew Chic Sale musical, “So This Is 
Paris.” Chestnut has “Ingagi,” ani 
!mal film 

Next (Easter) week Walnut, 
Keith's and Forrest will be dark, 





ae | 


mer months unless they are willing 
to keep open with junk shows and | 
no audiences, 

Closing of these theatres would 
mean throwing out of employmen 


something like 6,000 actors, stage 


hand etc 


with only two openings listed, “John 
Faust, Ph.D.,”’ Mask and Wig show, 
at the Garrick, and “Holiday,” by 
the Sharp stock as its first at the 
Adelphi, with Dorothy Gish as star. 
“Strange Interlude” moves over to 
Broad. 
Estimates for Last Week 


LeGallienne Rep. —« (Broad, 2d 
week). Very good in first week, al- 
though well under last season's 
trade. $17,000 claimed. “Strange In 
trlude” moves here Monday for sin 


gle week, 

“Bird in Hand”—(Lyric, 34 week). 
English comedy held up neatly with 
$12,000 last week. 


“Strange Interlude”— (Garrick, 8th 


week). $16,000, Moves to Broad 

Monday to make room for Mask and 

Wig Club’s annual show. 
“Ingagi”’—(Chestnut, ist week). 


Animal film. Walter Hampden not 
up to expectation, with $10,000 last 
week, 

“So This Is 
Opens Saturday. 
then. 

“Follow Thru” — (Forrest, 5th 
week). Final week for hit, which 
fizzled here. Not over $11,000. Noth- 
ing announced to follow. 

Adelphi is dark this week with 
Sharp Stock Company opening sea- 
son next Monday with Dorothy Gish 
in “Holiday,” “Meet Lady Clara,” 
last of Professional Players’ pro- 
gram, got around $6,000 in final 
week, 

Walnut is dark until April 28 
when new outfit, Philadelphia The- 
atre Association, opens nine-week 
season with “Lysistrata,” “Every- 
thing’s Jake” under 5,000 last week. 


Paris”—(Shubert). 
House dark until 


Tryouts at Ebb, Casters 
See Lean Months Ahead 


Legit casting agents, both in and 
out of Equity are bewailing lack 
of activity among producers of 
standing and fewer spring and 
summer tryouts listed than in pre- 
vious years. 

What little activity there is at 
present in the legit division is being 
shown by novices and shoestringers, 
most casts in on commonwealth ar- 
rangement, 

With the picture placement bub- 
ble also burst, the casters are in a 
bad way for a sideline through the 
summer. 











Pittsburgh Figures 


Pittsburgh, April 15. 
“Strange Interlude” delivered an- 
other healthy week at Nixon. Tak- 
ings jumped a couple of grand over 
opening week to $35,000, helped some 
by newspaper talk of censorship 
which never developed, held for 
third week and likely to establish 

record Holy Week figure at $4.40, 
“The New Moon,” Chi company, 
returned to the Alvin, where it 
opened 18 months ago, and turned 
in satisfactory $19,000. Flouse, dark 

this week, hit hard by “Interlude.” 
Pitt picked up:a bit with Burton 
Churchill as guest star for George 
Sharp Players in “Alias the Deacon.” 





Two Wagner Plays 


Two plays of the life of Richard 
Wagner are destined for production. 
One is by Eva Barcay. Another is 
founded upon letters which Wag- 
ner’s widow had hidden in London. 

Cosmina Wagner died recently in 
Beyreuth, Germany, aged 94. 


Dinehart Buys Comedy 


Chicago, April 15. 

Harry Segall, author of “Mrs. 
Crane,” which had a short New 
York run, has sold a new comedy 
‘Yesterday’s Husband,” to Allan 
Dinehart. 

Cast of seven women and three 
imen, with two sets, Cor ri 
| for production by Sept. 1 

“Dreyfuss” by Miller 

“The Drevyt Affair will be pro 
duced in New York by Gilbert Mil 
ler during the fall. : 

I wa v er i 
Rehf } ] if 4 





LAN-FANG BIG 


Chicago, April 15. 


‘ang dug his chopsticks 
sational week 





Mei Lan-! 


i into juicy gold ina sen 


| of Chinese theatre at the Princess, 
Backed by tremendous } and 
public favor as st t to see 
during Lent, bre ing i t ~8 
records, 
| “Ss andals ed a a i week, 
finishing a four-week run at the 
| Grand, going to Cincinnat House 
relights Apri 19 with Wonderful 
| Night,”” Shubert musical 
| Contrary to announced eports, 
Nina Rosa the Shubert operetta, 
stays on. Cast is said to have taken 


a general cut. This dropped. “Street 

Singer’ was aruvund 310,000 its fifth 

week at the Apollo, but stays on. 
Among the non-musicals, “Strict- 


ly Dishonorable” was off a couple 
thou, but is still the leader. “Let 
Us Be Gay” had a fair week on cut 
rates, and will leave Saturday for 
the east. 

“City Haul” is in its last week 

at the Cort on cut rates, and goes 
east after Holy week to play the 
|} New York Subway circuit. 
} Next week will see a general] ree 
| vival with a crop of openings. Sele 
wyn, which has been dark for a few 
weeks, relights with the “Little 
Show.” Garrick gets Joe Howard's 
revival of “The Time, the Place and 
the Girl,” and another revival goes 
in as competition at the Majestic, 
“Merry Widow.” Civic Theatré 
opens nine weeks of light opera. 

At the Cort, “Many a Slip” ree 
places “City Haul,” and the Ere 
langer loses Thurston to take on 
Charlotte Greenwood in “Mebbe.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

“City Haul” (Cort, 6th week). 
Meller operating on cut rates se- 
cured a fair $6,000: leaves for the 


east the end of this week. 

“Let Us Be Gay” (Studebaker, 
12th week). Comedy steady on cut- 
rate business at $12,000; also out 
the end of this week. 

“Nina Rosa” (Great Northern 14th 
week). Shuberts changed their 
minds about sending this to New 
York and are keeping it here in- 
definitely. Cast took a general cut. 
About $19.000. 

“Scandals,” (Grand, 4th and final 
week). Finished with a fair $26,000, 
and goes on to Cincinnati. House 
dark until April 19, when “Wonder-« 
ful Night” relights. 

“Street Singer” (Apollo, 
week). 
$10,000. 

“Strictly Dishonorable” (Adelphi, 
10th week). Slipped a couple theu 
to $14,000, but leading the straights 
and good for six to ten weeks more, 

“Your Uncle Dudley” (Playhouse, 
10th week). Highly enjoyable com- 
edy of nothingness still getting the 
cut-rate trade in the small Michi- 
gan ave. spot, around $7,500, and 
can hang on. 

Special Attractions 

Erlanger — Thurston, magician, 
around $12,000 his second week. 
Stays until April 19. “Mebbe” re- 
places. 

Goodman—Civic rep artists in 
“Kolpak Must Dance,” a play new 
in America, 

Majestic—"Babes in Toyland” 
around $12,000 its third and final 
week. House dark Holy week re- 
opening with “Merry Widow.” 

Princess—Mei Lan-Fang's inter- 
pretations and sword dances broke 
all house records in this old-time 
legit stand getting over $22,000 at 
$4 top; turned them away at mati- 
nees. Lengthened engagement four 
days. 


6th 
Still just getting along at 


Coast’s Light Opera 


Los Angeles, April 15 

Light opera season of 17 weeks 
will go into the Shrine Auditorium, 
starting June 8. Ferris Hartman 
is promoting the venture on a sub- 
scription basis. $1 top with season 
tickets selling 12 for $10. 

Hartman's deal with the Shrine 
is said to be a rental of $3,750 a 
week against a 70-30 split, with the 
house on the short end. Tentative 
opening piece is Herbert’s “Fortune 
Teller.” 





STOCK INCREASE 


Hollywood, April 15. 
Increase in dramatic stock come« 
panies indicated by Darcy & Wol- 
ford list showing 3 titles playing 
last week. 
There were 
in March. 


71 the second week 


Burkhart “Rah, Rah” Stage 





Los Angeles, April 15. 
Through omission in the opene 
jing night program the name of 
| Addison Bu rt did not appear ig 
| ‘Variety’ review of “Rah, Rah, 
| Daze,” Waring show 
Burk rt staged the production. 
i ss - 
“Rosa” Staying Out 
“Nina Ro ’ figured to fold og 
‘ ine 
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a shake of his head. 

“That couldn’t have happened in 
England,” the Englishman said, 
“over there you can't take a body 
out of a mortuary (morgue).” 

In London and at dinner with 
Swaffer one evening, the New 
Yorker said: 

“Swaff, I'm convinced about Eng- 
lishmen and their sense of humor. 
You're excepted, but it goes for all 
of the rest of you. Listen to this,” 
and the New Yorker recited the en- 
tire story with the Englishman's 
reply: 

“The Englishman was absolutely 
right. You can’t remove a_ body 
from a mortuary over here.” 


Few Imported Books 


Imported books, especially those 
from France and Germany, are about 
washed up. At one time anything 
with a foreign label got a break but 
in the last few years publishers have 
had only headaches out of them. 

Of all the French translations 
éorily Maurios’s biographies go over. 
German books are just as bad. Out- 
side of one or two hits like “All 
Quiet” and “Napolean” the market 
is off. 

Complaint against foreign stuff is 
that its too highbrow. Popular 
foreign books are no good over here 
as the American public reaction and 


sense of humor are different. 
American publishers have to pay 
advances and for translations. A 


good translator gets about $1,000 a 
job. Spending the same money a 
publisher can get American stuff 
that has a chance. 


Real Inside Stuff 


Most talked-of book on Broadway 
just now is Danny Ahearn's “How 
to Commit a Murder,” released last 
week by Ives, Washburn. It is the 
last word in a thriller, written in 
underworld language that has never 
bee. more vividly or sincerely done, 

Moment the book was off the press 
Ahearn, who has survived 22 con- 
victions for major crimes, including 
two of murder, was visited by the 

“Inspector. 

Title is precisely what the book is 
about, aside from chapters on how 
to get away with forgery, book a 
crap game, stick up a crap game, 
burglarize flats, hold up a jewelry 
shop, trail diamond merchants and 
peddlers, steal automobiles, rob 
warehouses, bootleg, highjack, etc. 


Rook is a natural to antagonize 
cops and politicians, who are laid 
-.0ut in true colors. The writer still 


“Interviews” on Air 

Interviewing celebs in the news- 
paper way is being tried by the 
National Broadcasting Company as 
a step away from the conventional 
15-minute talk prepared in advance 
and read by the speakers from a 
typed copy. The informal inter- 
view formula for the radio sounds 
better to the broadcasting com- 
pany than the straight talk. 
In charge of the NBC's ether in- 
terviewing is William (Skeets) 
Burke Miller, ex-reporter and win- 
ner of the Pulitzer journalism prize 
for his reporting in the Floyd Col- 
lins affair. Miller engineered the 
welcoming broadcast from the “Eu- 
ropa” at quarantine, and had Capt. 
Frank Hawks, the cross-country 
glider, at an NBC studio mike four 
hours after he landed. 


Daily for Aviation 
Reported around the printing 
erafts center that about June will 
see a new daily sheet devoted to 
aviation. Understanding that Ber- 
narr Macfadden will be the pub- 
lisher is without confirmation. Some 
say also that William Randolph 
Hearst is behind the venture. 

If the aviation daily becomes a 
fact—and rumor says it’s certain— 
it is another indication of progres- 
sive trade paper publishing. New 
York now has a number of trade 
dailies, covering such industries as 
automobiles, women’s wear, leather, 
etc. They are money makers. 
Notably is “Women's Wear Daily,” 
most important of the Fairchild 
chain of trade papers. It ranks in 
revenue with the standard dailies. 


Woolworth’s 5c. Mag 
Woolworth’s quartet of 10c. 
monthly magazines have gone over 
with such a smash that the five- 
and-teners have decided to crash 
the weekly field with a jitney paper 
that makes its debut in May. Idea 
is to compete with such mags as 
“Liberty” and “Collier's.” 
Questions for “Collier's” 
A short story writer, whose works 
have been consistently turned down 





a< thre 


elues in him, and has heen 


by “Collier's,” sent a questionnaire 
to the mag’s chief reader contain- 
ing the following questions for 
guidance: 

“Must a story always have an 
ending? 

“Is it best to start a story at the 
beginning? 

“If the hero of a story inadvert- 
ently dies before the tale is com- 


Columbia (pictures) is getting out 
a 15 cent novelization of “Wall 
Street” and “Hurricane,” which is 
being handled by various stores 
throughout the country. Copies have 
been sent all Col. exchanges with 
a view to display and use in con- 
junction with product exploitation. 
Salesmen are being instructed to 
use the cheap paper-cover noveliza- 
tions in selling pictures. 


New York “Star” Bi-monthly 
Roland Burke Hennessy’s 20-year- 
old weekly flop, New York “Star,” 
will hereafter, for a while, appear 
every other week. Coincidentally 
E. F. Albee lately died. 

At one time “The Stgr” was hook- 
ed up with the defunct “Vaudeville 
News,” the Albee personal organ of 
the N. V. A. 

In 20 years with his paper backed 
every week in every way by the 
Keith circuit per Albee, Hennessy 
never introduced an origination. The 
only new thing he ever put in “The 
Star” was stolen from “Variety.” 
That’s why for one reason Hen- 
nessy stands so well. Other reasons 
may be told when “The Star” finally 
folds. 

Show Girl’s First Novel 

Dorothy Wegman’s first novel will 
make its debut about at the same 
time as her second baby. Miss Weg- 
man’s other name is Mrs. Samson 
Raphaelson. She is a former show 
girl. 

Brentano will publish the initial 
literary effort, which is untitled to 
date. It’s a backstage story, with 
those who have read the manu- 
script rating it among the best nov- 
els to have appeared in the past 
year or two. 

Miss Wegman was tn_ several 
Ziegfeld attractions and undertook 
matrimony while in “Rio Rita.” 


Long-short Stories 
Funny thing about that “Scrib- 
ner’'s Magazine” contest of a $5,000 
prize for the best story of between 


15,000 and 35,000 submitted before 
next September, is that Robert 
Bridges, whose idea it is, thinks 


that size of story unusual. 

Says Bridges: “The long-short 
story, a distinct genre which in- 
cludes many of the masterpieces of 
every literature, is now practically 
excluded from publication by com- 
mercial considerations, to the detri- 
ment of some of the best American 
writers.” 

As editor of “Scribner’s,.” Bridges 
wouldn't, of course, read the wood- 
pulp paper mags, but if doing so, 
jhe would find a novelette of from 





PH. P. A. 


The Pseudo- Scientific 


Current trend in magazine fiction 
is toward the pseudo-scientific type 
of story, with most every mag pub- 
lishing house devoting or planinng 
to devote a new mag exclusively 
to that type of tale. In addition, 
many of the wood-pulp mags with 
a general content are using more 
and more stories of this type in 
their make-up. 

Its a vindication for Hugo Gerns- 
back, whose “Amazing Stories” was 
the first to go in exclusively for 
the pseudo-scientific tales. Gerns- 
back was ahead of his time, for his 
“Amazing Stories’ forced him into 
bankruptcy and is now published 
by another. But Gernsback, still 
believing in the idea, came back 
with “Air Wonder Stories,” pseudo- 
scientific-air affair. 

Now Clayton has “Astounding 
Stories,” Farnsworth Wright has 
“Weird Tales,” and Good Story 
Magazine Company and Dell Pub- 
lishing Co. are plotting mags of a 
similar order. 

The pseudo-scientific story goes 
back to Jules Verne, wkec wrote 
“Twenty Thousand Leagues Under 
the Sea,” “Around the World in 
Eighty Days,” etce., and were more 
latterly popularized by H. G. Wells 
and the late Sir Rider Haggard. 

They require vivid imaginations, 
like Broadway columnists.’ 


Over Production 

In a letter to the “Publisher’s 
Weekly,” Charles A. Burkhardt, of 
Dutton’s, gives as his opinion the 
reason why book sales are in the 
doldrums. 

Burkhardt, in the business for 60 
years, and conceded to be one of 
the best versed persons in retail 
bookselling in the country, main- 
tains the spring list of 3,200 new 
books is over-production, He points 
out no bookseller is able to handle 
more than 1,000 new titles at a time, 
with the result that the balance go 
into the chain drug and cigar stores 
at cut prices. 

His suggestion is that publishers 
reduce production at least forty per 
cent. 

The Type 

At least three magazine publish- 
ing houses are held up largely by 
their “true story” mags. 

Bernarr Macfadden’'s “True Story 
Magazine” has been his biggest 
money-maker ever since the mag 
was established. 

Dell Publishing Co. 

Confess,” and has 


started with 





1 “TY 


maintained, | 


Antoinette Spitzer, recently of the 
New York “American,” is finishing 
her first novel, while Janet Spitzer,. 
Marion’s sister, is writing a text 
book on physics for public schools. 
Concentration 
Another indication that Doubie- 
day, Doran is planning to confine 
itself to book publishing only is the 
sale its Sun Dial Library to the 
Modern-Library. Starting with the 
sale of the “Bookman” to Seward 
Collins, Doubleday, Doran has been 
relinquishing its miscellaneous pub- 
lishing properties to concentrate on 
book publishing. 
Circulation Gag 
“Sreen Secrets,” a Fawcett fan 
publication, is inaugurating a serv- 
ice of guaranteeing a personal an- 
swer to not more than five Ietters 
addressed by fans to screen stars. 
Only obligation on the writers’ 
part is that they become a paid 
subscriber to the magazine. 
Teas Missed 
There have been no literary teas 
in N. Y. during the past two weeks. 
First time the draught is on since 
early fall. Boys and girls: who de- 
pend on teas for fodder and literary 
gossip are getting lean and worried. 
Publishers say teas do no one any 
good but the teaers. 
Real Names of Authors 

Lewis Carroll was Charles Lut- 
widge Dodgson; Babette Deutsch is 
Mrs. Abraham Yarmolinsky; Owen 
Fox Jerome is Oscar Jerome Friend; 
Susan Glaspell is Mrs. Norman 
Matson; Fannie Hurst is Mrs. 
Jacques §S. Danielson, and George 
Sand was Mme. Dudevant. 








A co-incidence is that England 
and America each has a Donald 
Stewart who writes. To distinguish 
himself from his English contempo- 
rary, the American Stewart calls 
himself Donald Ogden Stewart. 
Another way to tell them apart is 
that the American Stewart is funny. 


Prize Contests 

Many beginners find that. prize 
contests give them a start in the 
literary thing. The Blue Book Mag- 
azine offers, monthly, a century note 
for a story of true experience. It 
takes five a month, 2,000 words the 
limit in length. “Our Dumb Ani- 
mals,” of Boston, offers $25 and $54 
for the best animal verse submitted 
before May 15, 30. Poems mustn't 
be longér than 32 lines, to be usec 

(Continued on page 77) 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 





(Continued from page 69) 


for about $90,000. J. P. Muller is 
a courtesy to the papers involved. 

It was estimated it would take 
Carey indebtedness to the dailies. 


Shubert copy was taken away the agency would be virtually denuded of | 


business. The Shuberts are said 


acting in a managerial capacity as 


10 years to liquidate the Capehart- 
When it was pointed out that if the 


to have postponed indefinitely their 


plan of switching to the Blaine, Thompson agency which handles the 


Warners advertising account. 


Judgment recorded this week in New York City against Renie Belasco 
Gest for $43,000 is through Mrs. Gest endorsing a note for her husband 


Morris Gest, recently declared a bankrupt. 


Judgment obtained by the 


bank discounting the paper. It is said that one or two other of her 


husband’s discounted notes may be 


ar Mrs. Gest’s endorsement 


Mrs. Gest is reported in receipt of an annual income from her mother's 


(Mrs. David Belasco) estate. 


Retired attorney lined up a Cohan show that useg oné sét and Six 
people, figuring he could load it on a truck and play one-night stands 


along the West Coast. 


Before sinking anything in production he spent 


around $200 seeing if houses were available. 


His scout covered the territory from Los Angeles to Sacramento and | 


reported it wouldn't work. 
by a film chain. 


In many spots houses were being kept dark | 


New York’s theatrical clubs all are having their financial worries. what 


with the growing number of delinquent members in the matter of dues 


and other items. 


The Players is believed to be in somewhat better shape 


than the others, there being no mortgage on its club house. 


The Lambs property is valuable, 


the club having an equity of about | 


$600,000. It was proposed to move two block westward which was voted 


down. 





Club may be forced to reconsider that idea 


The Chevalier engagement at $4.40 at the Fulton, New York, for two 
weeks has been the most surprising legit theatrical event on Broadway 
in years. The Frenchman packed the house at every performance, 
with women flocking to see him, even at the high scale. 

An experiment with Chevalier, his first legit stage appearance over 
here, since previously he had. appeared only in a nite club’s floor show 


(Ziegfeld’s). 


Victor Leighton, former booker for the Erlanger exchange, is teamed 
with George Morely of the Apollo in conducting a summer hotel in Stam- 


ford, Conn. 


the Erlanger enterprises for a share 
hearing soon. 





McBride’s ticket agency and all 


Called the Stamford Arms. 
port he might return to Broadway doubted. 


Leighton is in charge. Re- 
Has a suit pending against 
in the booking office profits. Due for 


its branches including hotel stands 


were closed Sunday and Monday out of respect to Thomas McBride, the 
84-year-old founder of the agency, who died last Thursday. A complete 
return of all tickets for Monday performances was made to the theatres 


Saturday morning 


Upon the death of Fritz Williams, shepherd of the 


Byron, boy, next in line of office, becume the presiding officer. 3ut as 
Bryon is on the West Coast, Edwin Milton Royle, corresponding secre- 
tary, has been named as main club official. 
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(Continued from page 76) 
in connection with a national “Be 
Kind to Animals’ Anniversary. 

Scribner's offers $5,000 for a long 
short story, to be submitted before 
Sept. 20, ’30. Manuscripts suitable 
for publication will be accepted for 
immediate publication. They will 
be bought outright, subject to ad- 
justment if the tale gets the prize. 

Elections in Washington 

White House correspondents in 
Washington have elected their new 
set of officers. Lewis Wood, New 
York “Times,” got the presidency 
over O. B. Lerche, “Wall Street 
Journal.” Wood succeeds Wilbur 
Forest, New York “Herald Tribune.” 

Thomas J. Healy, Philadelphia 
“Public Ledger,’ vice-president 
without opposition, succeeding Car- 
lisle Bargeron, of Washington 
“Post.” 

George L. Tarry, “Wall Street 
Journal,” elected secretary-treas- 
urer, defeating Leo Sacks, Scripps- 
Howard. Tom Edmunds, “U. S. 
Daily,” and Robert Allen, “Christian 
Science Monitor,” elected to the ex- 
ecutive committee. 








Rewards of Industry 

Gene Fowler, off to a running 
start as a novelist, with his 
“Trumpet in the Dust” already in 
its third printing, is at work on 
his second book tentatively called 
“The Iron Apple.” He has received 
an offer to write dialog for Warners 
on the coast, through the William 
Morris office. Not decided on the 
Picture matter as yet. 


“St. Nicholas” Sold 
“St. Nicholas,” most famous of 
juvenile mags, in which Mark 
Twain's “Tom Sawyer Abroad” ap- 
peared, as well as “Little Lord 
Fauntleroy,” has been sold by the 


Century Company, which published | 


it since 1881. Purchased by Scho- 
lastic Publishing Company of. Pitts- 
burgh, Maurice R. Robinson presi 
dent. 
Hecht’s Reminiscences 

Ben Hecht, sometimes Charles 
McArthur’s playwriting boy friend 
is writing a novel with a profes- 
sional wrestler as the central char- 
acter. It goes back to Hecht's 


newspaper days in Chicago, when 
he thought Hackenschmidt was the 
world’s marvel. Night Frank Gotch 
tossed the German with a toe hold, 
Hecht nearly lost his job. He sat 
at the ringside and instead of flash- 
ing the result to his paper he stared 
in a daze. 


Mayor Thompson Biography 

John Bright, Chicago newspaper- 
man, who came to Hollywood to 
polish up his biography, “Hizzoner 
Bill Thompson,” has dabbled in 
films to the extent of work on “Very 
Practical Joke” and “Fatal Wed- 
ding” (Fox). 

Mayor Thompson's biog comes out 
April 21. 


Congress at Budapest 


International Congress of Dra- 
matic Authors will take place in 
Budapest at the end of May. This 
is a big event. 

Budapest is by way of becoming 
a congress center and is doing a 
lot to promote foreign travel di- 
rected to that country. 


Educational Note 

Heron Press will publish a limited 
edition—1,000 copies only—of a book 
as yet untitled and to be written by 
Louis Sobol, Evening Graphic col- 
umnist. The book will be a com- 
pilation of famous romances of the 
Main Stem, 





Where Good Chicagoans Go 
Chicago newspapermen of New 
York threw their annual get- 
together evening at Villa Vallee 
Tuesday night. There are more 
than 300 from the windy burg en- 
gaged in journalism in the metrop- 

olis and most of them attended. 


Koenigsberg’s Mishap 
M. Koenigsberg back from Den- 
ver has been confined to his home 
with face in bandages as a result 
| of a taxi smashup. Glass splinters 
caused numerou cuts about the 


head. 


] 





Dorfman on Specials 
Nat N. Dorfman, who goes to Hol- 


ers, Will be there as a special Hol! 
wood correspondent for the New 
Herald Tribune.” 


| York 
| Reviewer Goes Fox 
Richard FRochemont, of the “Eve 





zambs, Arthur | 


ly wood in June to write for the talk- j 


———— 








Quincy, Il, April 15. 

Samuel French agency in 
New York through its attor- 
ney, Stanley K. Olden, is at- 
| tempting to collect $100 unpaid 

royalty on a play produced in 
1928 by the Drama League of 
Burlington, Ia. Organization is 
i} now extinct and the legal ef- 
forts are directed against for- 
mer members. 

“Why Smith Left Home” was 
given twice under an arrange- 
ment to pay $50 per perform- 
ance, 


| French Can’t Forget 
| 











covered the Palacs 


Sun” staff, who 





~ London as It Looks — 


By Hannen Swaffer 





London, Ap) il 10. 
Sir Nigel Playfair, who has just published an autobiography called 
“Hammersmith Hoy,” talks in it very modestly of his own achievements 


although, of course, Mr. Baldwin recently gave him a knighthood for 





his services to theatrical art. 


| I never knew quite why Sir Nigel was knighted because, aithough he 
is a most estimable man who has run the Lyric the e, Har ersmith 
i very intelligently, I she d not have ignalled him « for « t ion 
myself 

I do not seek to disparage him when I say this, because Hamme mith 
| Hoy” proves him to be most modest, kindly man who says of himself 
that he is proud that he has just managed to earn his living for 20 years 
and that s salary would cause laughter if it were compare: ‘ hat 


vaude reviews for the paper every } 


}opening bill day, has quit the pape: 


to join Foy news ree!) staff 
join £ 


Rochemont also covered the Em- 
bassy news reel each week. 
| 
Editor-Dramatist 

Wayne Weisharr, 
Moines (Ia.) dramatic critic, now 
with New York Herald Tribune, has 
written a new play, “Let's Pretend 

It will receive a stock test by the 
Frances Dale President Players 
Des Moines. 


Alienation Verdict 


| ; ‘ : 
; Mrs. Carl Patton, Lima, Oo 


awarded $20,000 by jury in common 


|pleas court in that city in aliena- | 


ition of affections action against 
Mrs. Lee Eden, former wife of the 
late James Oliver Curwood, novelist 
and explorer. 


Mrs. Metcalf's L’i! Girl 
Rosalind Metcalf, whose mother 
was dramatic editor of “Vanity 
Fair,” has returned from France, 
and will go to work for a book 
publisher in New York as trans- 
lator. 


H. C. Cupit Dies 
Herbert C. Cupit, 64, publishers’ 
representative, well known partic- 
ularly among Pacific Coast news- 
papers, died in San Francisco re- 
|eently. He was at one time pub- 
| lisher of the Baltimore “Sun.” 





Circulation 

Variety's tabulation of the 
circulation of the New York dalies, 
as reported to the New York P. O. 
April 1, hardly is a true line at this 
season when sales of all periodicals 
are off. 

In future Variety will parallel the 
circulation statements for two 
years, instead of one. 


The $1 Book Things 
The $1 cut rate cheating volume 
supposed to contain humor doesn't 
appear to be a hit with the story 
makers, 
They say it is merely educating 
a reading public to squawk against 
the $2 or more standard book. 





Don Clarke’s 4th 
Don Clarke of the Metro press de- 
partment and a novelist (in spare 
time), who has already budded, is 
working on his fourth book. His 
last was “Louise Berreti, Gangster,” 
being filmed by Fox. 


New Coast Mags 

Two new publications appearing 
on the Coast, “International Film 
Reporter,” weekly news sheet, is 
edited by Desider Pek. 

“Filmland,” fan monthly, is put 
out by George Swift and has pre- 
viously been a fan club organ, 





Whitbeck on Publicity 
Frank Whitbeck, publicity direc- 
tor for Fox West Coast, is writing 
a book on amusement advertising. 
|He’s making it a handbook on all 
amusement publicity from gilly to 
grand opera. 


First co-operative magazine is 
contemplated by B. M. Goldberger, 
the political editorialist. He will 
call it “Political Science.” Idea is 
to have contributors and other 


| basis. 
Not a Bad Scheme 
Harry Stephen Keeler, who pas 
$6 a story for material for his “16 
Story Book Magazine,” places hi: 


own stories elsewhere, where neé¢ 





get better payment. 


Model for “Young Man” 


It’s generally conceded by mn 
Dick Vidmer of the por 
jstaff of the “Herald = Tribune 
erved as the model f: the 
of Katherine Srusi V« 
} ‘ MI * oa r 4 
John Held, J the ! 
irned author. 1} Y ¢ ‘ 
Youth.” 


former Des} 


| : 
|} workers help on a mutual sharing | 


Plain Words About Irving 


| 
Sir Nigel's opinion of Irving will encourage those of us who, seeing 
| Irving when we were young, thought him rotten. 

Irving and Ellen Terry once went down to Harrow, when young Nigel 
| Playfair was there, and gave a reading of “Macbeth.” 

thought the boy Playfair, “and I suppose 
there was no one brave enough to correct his obvious faults. I listened 


‘He strutted and mouthed 


with respect to those who thought and said otherwise, but could not help 
| thinking that they belonged to the great company of those people pre- 
pared at any time to fall down and worship the Emperor's new clothes, 
As he read ‘Machet I thought that the Scotsmen must have elected @ 
ery ecce g wit) xrcee ne ir method of expressing 
his the « 


Sir Nigel in New York 


| It was Playfair's production of “The Beggar's Opera hat made hig 


fame, but even about that he speaks very nicely, and he says that when 
he took it to New York, “I remember that I stepped ashore into that 
vast shed which is the common entrance to America, Stephen Thomas 
received me with these affecting words, ‘I say, I don’t think this is our 
place.” It certainly wasn't. 

“I had received many tips from my friends who had visited America 
| before me as to how I was to deal with the cohortive reporters whe 
would meet me, pencil in hand. They were unnecessary. 

“I had the unique experience of setting foot in America and returme 
ing to my own country without seeing as much as one of them.” 





The Stricken Manager 
I had one of those difficult tasks, the other night, which sometimes fall 
to the lot of the dramatic critic. 
Robert Courtneidge, the veteran manager, who is over 70, was pro=- 
ducing “‘The Damask Rose,” which he had written partly himself to 
Chopin’s music. He had staged it on tour, and everyone said how old- 





and, for weeks, he lay battling for life, babbling, in his delirium, ahout 
the rehearsals which he could not attend. 

I feared to write the truth about the show, if it was what it was de= 
scribed to me 

Courtneidge’s oldest friends were in the house, when the curtain went 
up, and the theatre was full of sympathy. 


An Affecting Letter 

Then a piece of luck came my way. I discovered, on the call board, 
a most affecting letter from Courtneidge to his company, saying that 
neither distance nor doctor would keep him away from the theatre that 
night. He would be with them in spirit, holding their hands, watching 
every cue, joining in their work. 

I printed this most dramatic letter, and thus was able to save myself 
from having to comment too much upon what proved to be a very crude 
and old-fashioned production. 

“The Damask Rose,” of course, is just the silly sort of play that Jose 
Collins used to act in about 10 years ago. We liked them, in those days, 
But, now! It is like “Catherine” and “Our Nell,” which was about Nell 
Gwynne, and in which Jose tried to wear a carroty wig, but, because 
of all this Americanization of musical comedy in the last 10 years, “The 
Damask Rose” seems woefully old-fashioned. 

Chopin’s music, adapted by G. H. Clutsam, annoyed the highbrow musie 
critics. I found it entrancing. But oh, the humor, and oh, the plet 
and oh, the heaviness of it all, 

Philip Page called it “Clutsam and Jetsam.” 





Worries of a New Manager 


I had lunch with Maurice Browne, who is starting in the managemeng 
of two theatres, earned with the profits of “Journey’s End.” 

I am beginning to feel sorry for him. He seems overwhelmed with 
woe, by which I mean that his fine intelligent face looks strained and 
tense. 

Everyone is sending him plays, every actor and actress in Londom 
still calls, and few of his staff see eye to eye, they tell me. 

Paul Robeson has started his rehearsals of “Othello” but, before its 
production, he is going to do two performances of “The Emperor Jones® 
in Berlin. . 

Browne ought to have started with his own play, “Wings Over Europe® 
which you saw first. . 





The Miracle of George Robey 

George Robey is certainly a wonder. I know he failed in New York 
at a trial show a quarter of a century ago, when he went there, but, at 
the Palladium, where he is back this week at $2,500 a week, after have 
ing been absent only three weeks, he is again crowding the place, using 
jokes, of course, that no one else would dare to use, getting away with 
it, fighting the audience for laughter and getting it all the time. 

I have known George for 30 years, during which we have quarrelled 
and made friends, over and over again. 
| “You look like a priest,” he said to me, the other night, looking at my 
tie and Pelasco-like collar. 
We were talking of you last night, George,’ I said, stalling 





— 
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Where, at the Oratory’? he asked. 
——— 
The Worst Slating of All 
‘ by the way, “The Show of Shows,” at the Tivoli, has had a wors@ 
ost any talking film ever seen in England 
They t of its stars almost with derision, and they tell me that & 
oid ¢ rile ¢ orr v 9 is near £0 had vone on the stage at an} time 
e Man Who Ex et Bank a Monte Carlo,” it would 
¢ TX thé r se ‘ aT 
, that Ameri got to take I opean marke ore 
mocha The pu will not long stand all this nonsense that 1 cing 
‘ ove 
‘ e¢ t ‘ I 1 mere criticizing m\ which 
‘ e meat anit 
I do not know how much you pay these s0-calle ust 
ows © 3 o sn f of em 
—— 


ee 


fashioned and stodgy it was. Then he fell ill, and was near death's door, 
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HOTEL UNIVERSE couple of shows in the 299-seater. 
One, “Everything's Jake, was 
Drama, full length, but minus intermis- | moved to the Bijou, lasting only a 
sions, presented at Martin Beck by the) few weeks there. The Assembly 
Theatre Guild: bf a ee ae se people probably figured they might 
BT eee ee Katherine Alexander | Climb out of the red if clicking, but 
Lily Maljorie.j..tc..e.-- ..Ruth Gordon | not in a littlé theatre. Present try 
Pat Farley....+ 0 -+sseeeederes Glenn Anders | could just as well have gone on in 
Tom Ames.......- ive Koades Fan - ooee ithe small house. 
colle bade cane ‘Earle Larimore Otto Kruger is starred. Hasn't 
LM BeaAGl, vc dad ovees Ruthelma Stevens | been much of a season for him, and 
Felix. Catone’ 6 44nO6ER% ..Gustave Rolland “They Never Grow Up” won't help, 
Stephen Field............-Morris Carnovsky beyond the fact his name is in lights 
eae for the third or fourth time since 
To the average auditor at the first | Labor Day. He plays-Andrew Ware, 
ni “Hotel Universe pm press d la coast pl iyvboy whcse tastes in 
as the most complex, confusing | musement are elementary. VW are | 
drama of seasons. Theatre Guild |heads a highly successful skillet | 
has high hopes tor this play saved lfactory. has made a_ million and | 
for its final presentation this sea~- | wants to play cowboy upon a ranch | 
son. It is assured of good patron- |), has just bought. His wife, | 
age for the six-week subscription | yortha, and mother-in-law are | 
period But after that, doubtful. !much opposed to his antics and | 
Philip Barry, who first attra ted | think he is nuts 
attention as a collegiate playwright With the aid of Hawley, his 
and commands high respect for the | chauffeur, he scoots off to the ranch, 
keen intelligence of his writings, | going over the border for a drink 
authored Hiotel Universe. He 1S |and dash of poker in a Mexican re 
exceptional, perhaps too much SO}sort. There’s a girl hiding there, 
for the stage. sarry seems to write anxious to get across the line, hav- 
up, instead of down to his audi- |ing been mixed up in some political 
ences. if his “In a Garden” of sev- |mess. The border guard is keeping 


ago was highbrow “Hotel 
much higher. 


ral years 
Universe” is 

Guild 
They were 
seemed lunacy 
expert hands 


cast. 
what 
in less 


assembled a crack 
asked to verge on 
at times and 
such passages might 
have be ludicrous Play runs 
without intermission to a generally 
quiet two hours. 

There are moments in “Hotel Uni- 
when the players broke 
with lines or comment that 
imparted inklings of what it was 
all about. Mostly, however, these 
people were in the midst of moods 
or imaginings over fancied worries, 
incidents long past, even childish 
make-believe, and not always easy 
to follow the movement of the play. 

A group of American friends of an 
American girl visit at her villa in 
the south of France. Ann Field is 
not the happiest of persons, devot- 
ing her time to her father who had 
cracked up a bit five years pre- 
vious, but is still brilliant. fFirst 
all concerned with a youth who for 
love had dived from a rock into the 
Mediterranean with the remark that 
he was “off for Africa,” never to be 
seen again. * 

One would first assume that the 
youth had been Ann’s adored. In 
reality the man-of her choice is 
keen-witted Pat Farley, who is car- 
rying about some secret sorrow. 
There had been a girl in England, 
etc., and she suicided. 

There are indications of suicidal 
intentions or thoughts by nearly all 
those in the party, because surfeited 
with existence. All are in good 
financial circumstances. Pat has a 
date with the mountains, his intent 
being to drop from a cliff to join 
Mary. Instead he remains with Ann, 
awake finally that she is his real 
love. The development of the love 
story consumed a long time. 

Much of the evening was taken 
up with the rather opaque mental 
wanderings and torments of the 
characters. Religion came in for 
some taunting. One of the men was 
a Catholic, but had passed it by 
under the belief that there is noth- 
ing after life. Another is a Prot- 
estant, a third is a Jew. 

There is undeniable beauty in 
“Hotel Universe,” named from the 
small hotel it first was and about 
which there is some queer legend. 
People in and on the terrace are 
curiously affected. That seems to be 
the only explanation offered for 
their actions and words. 

The lighter moments, such as they 
were, came from Ruth Gordon, who 
shot shafts of satire at one of the 
lighter-brained women of the party. 
Katherine Alexander seemed to lend 
much to the play, through appear- 
ance and sheer appeal. Glenn An- 
ders is Pat, a fellow of suppression, 
having -much to do with the pro- 
ceedings. At one point he called 
aloud for Mary and then for Ann. 
There are also Phyllis Povah as 
the worried wife of one of the 
flighty ones, Earl Larrimore as the 
successful Jewish youth, Morris 
Carnovsky, very clever as the old 
man Franchot Tone, Ruthelma 
Stevens and Gustave Rolland all 
counted in making “Hotel Universe” 
something exceptionally unusual. 

But remains the question of how 
the box office will get along after 
the Guild's supporters attend. 
Chances against a run, bee. 





en 
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through 





They Never Grow Up 


Farce-comedy in 


three acts presented at 
the Masque April 7 


by the New York The- 





atre Assembiy; written by Humphrey Pear- 
son; staged by Walter Greenough; Otto 
Kruger starred. 
Martha Ware.......+.-. «++--Kathryn March 
Maud Holbrook............Anne Sutherland 
RMB. + ceccece ecccseccesss.. Florence Auer 
eee TOGIWTGON. écséccnccvedé Edwin Maynard 
Andrew Ware..ssccecseceseesss-OttO Kruger 
BA WIOP 6 sce cece eecceescesesssC laude Cooper 
Joe Santano...¢...++e....Edward Colebrook 
Tonia Cordoba:....cseosses-s-Mary Fowler 
Haggerty.....5- seseeeessss HH. HH. MeCollum 
CERMGR «0 ccsses seecceeseseses Sack Bennett 
Major Peeler........ seaenase George Le Soir 
A comedy along farcial lines. 


There are any number of plays as 
worthy of production, if this one 
was. Acting much better than the 
play. which has little chance. 

The New York Theatre Assembly 
sponsors “They Never Grow Up.” 
This group is new this season. 
the Prince which was 


Ce 


PLAY REVIEWS. 








close watch and to take the girl into 





California appeals to Ware as an 
adventure. 

They land at the ranch, where 
Martha and her manna arrive, sus- 
picious that a dame might be mixed 
up with Andrew No explanation 
will suffice and the action becomes 
highly farcial : when patrol soldiers | 
try to arrest Andrew and his hot 
little Tonia. Martha wants a di- 
voree, and when Tonia proposes 


they skip to South America and | 
start a revolution, Andréw makeés a 
getaway with her, which is the finale 
curtain, 

There are a few giggles but not 
many. Kruger did his best to make 
Andrew a good fellow, looking for 


excitement but not  philandering. 
Claude Cooper, very good as Haw- 
ley. Mary Fowler, new .on Broad- 


way, played Tonia and impressed as 
a comer. In the rather good cast, 
too, were Anne Sutherland, Kathryn 


March, Edwin Maynard, Florence 
Auer and Edward Colebrook, but it 
seemed effort wasted on a light- 


weight comedy. 

“They Never Grow Up” has some 

subscription support. Won't get 

much otherwise, save from cut rates. 
Tbee. 


Out-of-Town Reviews 





Folies Bergere Revue 


(“Un Coup de Folie”) 
(PARIS) 
Paris, April 4. 


revue at the Folies 
titled “‘Un Coup du Folie’ (Mad 
Whims of Folly’’), presented by Paul 
Derval, authored and conceived as tisual 
by Louis Lemarchand, with copyright for 
all stage, scenic and other effects resting 
in Lemarchand’s name. A host of credits 
notably; staging, Pierre Frejol; special 
music by Maurice Hermite (house maestro) 
and Pierre Larrieu chiefly, with additional 
airs by Christine, Scotto, Sylviano, Ph 
Pares and G. Van Parys, Dequin, Jean 
Boyer, Oberfeld and Rudd; dances by Mme. 
Komareva; exotic dances staged by Pedro 
Rubin (American), who’s also in the cast; 
Alfred Jackson's special troupe; ‘‘magic 
effects by Prof, Dicksonn; costumes and 
curtains by Max Weldy, from designs by 
3etout, Dany, MHallouze, de Margerie, 
Mesmin, Montedoro, Ranson, Saltenham- 
mer, Shanks, Vald’es and Zig; plus usual 
assortment of free ads for costumers, 
dressmakers, et al. 

Principals in order of appearance: Juana, 
Gina Varigny, Albert Reyval, E. Dellys, 
Mrbal, Charives, Sourget, Simone Valbelle, 
Barto, Ann Lynne, Norma Noree, Kitty 
Mara, Feral Benga, Margot Brechtel, Al- 
fred Jackson’s Stars, Lemercter, Tove 
Kroll, Randall (principal comedian), Si- 
mone Albelle, Pedro Rubin, Rene Rudeau, 
Mlie. Zulaika, Ed Castel, Vera Troizky, 
2aoul-Henry, Carletta Conti, Andre Rehan, 
Vera Sawelieva, Dayelma Ballet, Hudson 
Wonders (American), Rica Mae, Fernande 
Rainal, Betty Campson and others. 


New Folies Bergere 


tergere, 





As ever before, it’s not who's in 
a Folies Bergere extravaganza, but 
what is in it. This show holds a 
lot. Whatever the criticism of its 
propriety, decorum and taste, the 
revue will be a sensation on its 
spice and nudity, even for Paris. 
The management has, outdone and 
oufstripped itself—and the gals. 

English girls (Alfred Jackson's), 
from rehearsal days, were mildiy, 
complaining about being in an un- 
dress show of this type, and even 
the “grands boulevards” posters on 
those typical Parisian roundhouses 
have gotten attention with their, 
replica of the nude. 

As an extravaganza, aside from 
the gals and the spice, it’s a bear. 
Already has the Broadway boy 
scouts worrying about buying legiti- 
mately or copping. Some of the ef- 
fects will grace Broadway summer 
boards. 

A tall champagne glass olio flash, 
early with very realistic bubbles and 
gals mixed up therein, is a stand- 
out. Also quite early, and a scene 
which already some of the typical 


Parisian late-diners have missed 
but, from raves, are coming back 


again to view, is the giant Turk’s 
replica, depicting “a narghileh’s 
smoke.” The plastic features, roll- 
ing of the eyes, the collapsing of 
the ears, arching of the brows, the 
sensuous import of the lips and 
nostrils, all combine into a most 
fantastically real picture. It’s a 
wow scene. Suggesting a Turkish 
joss house—or whatever is the Con- 
stantinoplean equivalent—the giant 





renamed 


the Assembly. Tried ai 


replica of the head is shown sensu- 
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ously -.contemplating the hotsy 
harem wiggler. 

Neat highlight in production is 
the “50 Years.of Folies Bergere,” 
dating from 1880 through 1900, 1918 
(post-war pattiotic stuff) and 1930. 
Miniature theatre audience. set, on 
the stage, with a marionette show 
| performing to the pseudo-audiences, 
a neat conception and excellently 
carried through. The 1930 phase 
of the Folies, in this evolution, 
builds up into the finale, intro- 
ducing a marvellously-bodied col- 
| ored male dancer, Feral Benga, op- 








of.-Paris,” showi the.tourist the 
City of Joy, the Prunkol Charm of 
Paris, Paris’ Luxury, Paris’ Volup- 
tuousness, Paris’ Frolic. Voluptu- 
ous scene perhaps the hottest. 
There's the usual historical page- 
antry, quite an institution with the 


Folies series. In one scene, Mes- 
saline, of ancient French history, 


is shown preferring Benga, colored 
dancer, as her wooer. Henry Ill 
and Catherine of Russia’s orgy are 
also gone into: spectacular but not 
especially exciting. 

Andre Randall's two-part sketch, 
“An Englishman in Paris” and “A 





|} posite the white Betty Campson. 

A colored personality has always 
been associated with the Folies Ber- 
|gere and Benga, while no male Jo- | 
sephine Baker, will be considerably 
talked about. In a_ second-half 
jadagio scene of most unblushing 
sensuousness with a white vis-a-vis, 
even the native French remarked 
“degoutant” (disgusting). But as a 
box-office proposition, a cinch click- 
er, especially with an eye to the 
future heavy takings from the tour- 
ists. 


For intermission finale, the crack 
pit orchestra, under Maurice’ Her- 
mite’s baton (Hermite is also one 
of the composers), dons grotesque 
Negro masks, including some of the 
saucer-lipped phizzes seen  here- 
abouts at Luna Pare, where the 





Congo Negro freak act showed: re- 
cently going to the Barnum Circus 
in New York. | 

It’s the second stanza that devel- 


ops the nude stuff with a vengeance, 


opening with the caption, “A Nu 
Paris!” (Paris With Her. Clothes 
Off). In a series of 12 tableaux 


are Nudism of Paris, Naudy Nudes, | 
Simple Nude, Society Nude, Veiled 

Nude, Curly Nude (including a 
shocking stage effect, considering 
how your mind runs by that time), 


Wedding Nude, Suggestive Nude, 
Exotic Nude, Lascivious Nude, 


Erotic Nude and Sadic Nude. Would 
probably go on for days but they | 
ran out of adjectives. of 
these are Arabian nights’ dreams 
of the most bizarre conception, 
notably the haunting-nude stuff set 
“dans la cellule du moine” din a 
monk’s cell), with the good man 
conjuring up worldly stuff as he 
kneels before the cross. Even the 
cross blacks out into a nude, and 
the gargoyles of the monastery as 
well as the cloister pursue him with 
nude manifestations. The finale, 
Sadic Nudes, in a Hades’ set, has 
to do with an infernal filtre and 
other such educational stuff. Just 
a nice kindergarten scene. 

A corking staircase feather set is 
“the firebird” staging, prohibitive in 
America, considering that feathers 
are not a fraction compared to what 
a Broadway entrepreneur would 
have to pay. It is well developed 
by the Dayelma Ballet, with the 
stairs parting to disclose the Caba- 
ret Espagnol. That end of it isn’t 
exactly brand new but the staging 
is excellent. 

Next comes another good effect, 
novelty by the Jackson girls, under 
Sirens of Ceylon, where, as they 
dance, they go through a routine 
of elementary magic. For this 
scene, Prof. Dicksonn is credited. 
The gals do some pretty good stuff 
too and not as elementary as might 
be expected. Novelty flash. 

A submarine pageant discloses a 
flash of a gal in the water with the 
rear view a shocker as she is ap- 
parently knee-deep in the artificial 
set. 

The final kicker is Benga, the 
colored dancer, as the plunger or 
pearl-diver, in an aquatic evolution 
opposite Kitty Mara. They do their 
water stuff flat on the stage, but a 
realistic mirror arrangement lends 
the effect of the sirens and dancers 
defying gravity and_ cavorting 
around on the vertical cross-section 
which the audience sees. Preced- 
ing this, a submarine pageant is in- 
troduced by appropriate motion pic- 
ture flashes. This was the second 
time the stereopticans and films 
were enlisted for realism. 

This scene will be the talk of the 
new Folies Bergere. Lighting and 
presentation focus the attention 
on the contrastingly colored dancers 
in scantiest of clothes Benga 
throughout the show is completely 
nude below and above the trunk— 
as, in this aquatic scene he “makes” 
the mermaid. 

The Hudson Wonders, American 
girl youngsters, doing sensational 
ground acrobatic work, came on at 
this point for a show-stopper. Too 
late a spot and they do too much 
but their extraordinary stepology, 
especially the brunet’s forward and 


Some 


backward flips from any position, 
got them rousing applause. They 
should cut it down and not show 


everything. Spot might have been 
against almost anybody but them, 
following that sizzling under-water 
scene. 

Finale, Zig-Zag Folies metallique 
scene, is something else that will 
be copped, 

First part, as with the beginning 
of the second half, dwells on “Sins 


|istic of this bi-lingual 


| ductory 


| former 


| ing 


Frenchman in London,” character- 
Franco-Eng- 
comedian, who to favor 
Americans in the satirical stuff. 
speaks both French and 
excellently, is a seasoned 
and why he hasn't been 
for those French-English 
is problematical. 
“50 Years of Folies” intro- 
curtain is a peach, a long 
line of ancient and contemporary 
Folies Bergere_ satellites includ- 
ing Mistinguett, Josephine Baker, 
Chevalier, Max Dearly, Randall, 
Yvonne Printemps, et al. 

Many innovations at the Folies 
Bergere including the no-tipping 
rule, paralyzer for the regulars, but 


lish 
the 
Randall 
English 
trouper 
taken 
talkers 
The 


seems 


the good-will became immediately 
evidenced. You buy your program 
for thé three frances it is. officially 


marked and one is no longer greeted 
with the observation that_the price 
is “trois franc pour la maison” 
(three francs for the house), as a 
tip-off that the salesman expects 
a tip. Ditto the ushers who, how- 
ever, being a new staff, since the 
contractor for this privilege 
was let out, .didn't quite know the 
seating arrangement. 

There's more of a Broadway air to 


the house than any other theatre 
in Paris. Pit orchestra now has 
one of those two-piano_ effects; 


house attaches aren’t always chisel- 
for a loose franc; service is 
And as for the gals, they 
Broadway and nite clubs for 
wearing less than even the 
most undressed nite clubbist ever 
did, and that’s some undressed! 
Show cost $150,000 to mount. 
Holds company of over 200. Several 
times postponed owing to scenery 
remakes, Runs too long, 8.30 to 
12.45, and is already being trimmed 
and pared to fall this side of the 
customary midnight curtain, 

A money show, a swell entertain- 


smooth. 
outdo 
nudity, 


ment, great summer divertissement 
—which reminds that the Folies’ 
ventilation is still tres lousy. 
Certainly a corking 81 francs 
(3.24) worth. 
It’s bound to crimp every other 
Abel. 


show in Paris. 


KOLPAK MUST DANCE 


Chicago, April 8. 

Drama in four acts by. Hellmuth Unger, 
translated by Derek Wulff. Presented at 
the Kenneth Sawyer Goodman Memorial 
theatre by the Art Institute of Chicago 
Civic Repertory company April 8. Four 
sets and cast of 45. Directed by Hubert 
Osborne. 


Lautenschlag. :cccvccceccces Whitford Kane 
RTE oe cccccccceecces- Raymond Jones 
Mrs. Nebolek.............Bernard Ostertag 
Kolpak...... ecccccccccceccsc seal Caldwell 
Miss Beier. eeeseccesss Sara Fenton 
AA. .ccccsecccvcoescosceess+-Audrey Baird 
seesececeescooesess ROMAN Bobnen 

Mecseces cesccccscccoccocscsereen Crandgall 
The Zenoma Sisters.............Polly Ames 
Virginia Reilly 





BOrvanit..ceseces eeceseeses- Hiram Sherman 
Farelli....ccsccccccccscocscee Farry Mervis 
LaSerena..... Copesoervececccesoc denen moet 
Master of Ceremonies........George Storm 
WARE. oc pc iwccscedccvecsssos. Peter Martin 
ee + eeeeeeeese- BeSS Kathryn Johnson 
yg. See eee 06 600660600600+OCRES mreenme 
Cigarette: Girt. asecdicddccccsorses Blair Bird 
Manager....-.eeescceesse-Thomas K. Fuson 
DE » 0's 6-40 64 WYiTerTit ..-Gerald B. Corrick 
Mlle. Berenice Blanche............. --Tasia 
Bride and Groom...... erry Frances Burke 


Ramon Hedge 
A LAY. ....cccccccscccccses Edith Atwater 
A Beer. .«ccesss esvesseees+- Roderick Houts 
A Git. cccacs eeocecccccesess- Dorothy Dinkins 
An Apache.....e.eese0e+--RoObert Galbraith 
A Soldier.....e...ee+e+s--Lowell Blanchard 
BD MGI eo hog scecccicvrsoses Siva Silbara 
Mother of the Child......Estherle Andrews 

Chorus of 12 and cabaret masicians. 





First American performance of 
this drama is not much. Piece is 
crudely*translated. It is a curious, 
botched, immobile treatment of one 
Kolpak, a gentle post-war nitwit 





whose kindly philosophy ultimately 
sends him to prison. 

Despite shiftings and a carnival 
scene, the play doesn’t ti .vel a foot, 
is poor philosophy and hopeless the- 
atre for America. 

All action occurs in a large conti- 
nental city, presumably Vienna, 
within the space of a day. A little 
girl is run over by a limousine and 
taken into a boarding house, where 
seedy, penniless Kolpak lives. Find- 
ihg none but a sorrowful school- 
ma’am who will offer aid, Kolpalr 
rushes out to bring a clown named 
Farelli, whose name has been ut- 
tered by the child. Kolpak begs the 
clown to act before the child, but is 
refused and harshly treated. 

This scene, in the dressing room 
of a circus, is the meat of the play. 

There is the usual sex angle in an 
affair between Farelli and a wanton 
equestrienne, the wife of a consump- 
tive acrobat. There is the usual 
amount of European “stark real- 
ism.’ The translation mixes dra- 
matic intensity with out-of-date 
slang. 

Creating the part of Farelli, the 
clown, Harry Mervis, ace of this rep 
group, has brought out a striking, 
sardonic character, but slightly 
overdone. Neal Caldwell capably 
handles the empty, thankless part of 
Kolpak, a difficult role because of 
its composition, 

Presentation of a play new 
America is an upward step by 
Goodman, but not much 
toward popular acclaim. 


in 
the 


Ot a step 


Minneapolis Phanton. 
Bid for Attractions 


Minneapolis, April 15. 
The Minneapolis Civic and Com- 
merce Association, the town’s lead- 
ing civic organization, believes that 
all Minneapolis residents have to 
do to bring the leading road attrac- 

tions here is to make the gesture 
Show people are smiling at a let- 
ter sent out by the association to its 
several thousand members, stating 
“here is our opportunity to prove 
we want the best shows of Broad- 
way with original companies with- 
out placing any financial obligation 


on ourselves,’ revealing there's 
nothing doing on guarantees or 
subscriptions. 


There have been but three legit 
bookings here since the first of the 
year, “Street Scene,” “Journey’s 
End” and Genevieve Hamper. The 
Civic and Commerce Association 
got behind the “Street Scene” en- 
gagement with only negligible re- 
sults. 
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The Air Line 


By Mark Vance 


Lack of showmanship unquestion 


ably hurting all the systems. This 
takes in NBC, Columbia and WOR 
as well as the lower waved sta- 
tions, but there is an alibi for the 
latter as they are not able to offer 
the costly talent that hits the other 
programs weekly. 

There is the lame duck excuse | 
that some of the commercials are 
on set schedules and at certain 


hours, and that irrespective of what 
is suddenly scheduled for broadcast 


the original layouts must be fol- 
lowed per letter. But how about 
the new accounts coming onto the 


air, spending plenty and having air 
competition that is readily acknowl- 
edged as bound to take away a cer- 


tain per cent of the listeners? 
gest proof of this was last week. 
Atwater Kent period (WJZ) and 


RCA Victor Hour (WEAF) both on 
same _ night. Rosa Ponselle as 
RCA’s’ standout, and no offset on 
the other station. Easy to conjec- 
ture. how hard hit Atwater was to 
make any leeway with the dials. 
Pity that those who wanted to get 
both hours had to let one go by de- 


fault. Of all the divas picked from 
grand opera Miss Ponselle just 
about outclasses ’em all. 

Miss. Ponselle showed the real 


showmanship in the songs she sang. 
Diversified and all of the simple 
type that was easily comprehended 
by the masses. And of range suf- 
ficient to display her marvelous 
voice at its best. “Ave Maria,” 
“The Night Wind,” “Lullaby,” 
“Swiss Echo Song” and “The Ros- 
arv”’ were best. 

Columbia via WABC made a 
feeble attempt to offset the Ponselle 
lure on WEAF and Atwater Kent 
on WJZ with an arty program at 
the same hour. WOR even ran a 
weak fourth same time with its Red 
Lacquer program. This one is en- 
tertaining in a way but hopelessly 
outraced by the other stations. 


Copying 


Throat cutting apparent in sta- 
tions’ desire to have similar” pro- 
grams, especially those considered 
having any following. WOR and 
WJZ doing it with their cowboy 
programs the same night. And both 
dangerously close to eaeh other in 
time. WOR had been offering “Lone 
Star Rangers,” featuring John 
White, the singing and crooning 
cowboy. White was enticed by a 
better offer and bobhed up with 
Frontier Days. WOR continues, but 
dropped many points. by losing 
White. 


Rudy Vallee Polite 


They may like Rudy Vallee and 
they may not. But just the same 
he is one of the preciously few of 
the featured artists who gives his 
professional brother a tribute now 
and then. During the Fleischmann 
period (WEAF) never was a more 
gracious tribute paid than he sent 
over the mike for Marion Harris, 
“guest artist.” Said he had been 
looking forward to the joint broad- 
east for some time. Repeated the 
esteem in which he held in a refer- 
ence to his book, saying she had 
been one of his inspirations. And 
Miss Harris sounded mighty good 
in that repast of Vallee songs and 


music. And she sure handled ‘“I 
Ain't Got Nobody.” 
Sounded strange to hear Vallee 


doing a fast gallop in singing “Kan- 
sas City Kitty.” Not afraid to step 
away from his slow tempo. 


All-Tschaikowsky 


Eugene Ormandy and his Jack 
Frost Melody Band jumped entirely 


away from the topical stuff and 
offered an all-Tschaikowsky pro- 
gram on WEAF A few more like 


that and Mr. Ormandy wil be set. 
Used the noodle in arranging a pro- 
&Eram that demanded more than 
passing notice. His violin work 
was unusual. 


Organs All Over Dial 


Pipe organs are flooding the air. 
Different programs offered by Ann 


Leaf (WABC), Lew White with 
Lucky Strike (WEAF) and Emil 
Velazco( WOR), and the lower 


waves digging them from Loew the- 
atres in New York and N. J. 


Of the lot, Velazco is going in 
for some novelty. Some change for 


diversity during the Leaf programs 
With a singer easing in some cho- 
ruses. Singers just so so. 


Nite Club Out-Moded 


Village Grove Nut Club (WMCA) 
has long since worn out its novelty 











'etherizing 


and a lot of it seems on 


wasted. An attempt to lift it up 
|from its noisy way was made in 
the travesty on programs and an 
| nouncers, As a whole this phasé¢ 
was different from that usual hok 
stuff which, for the want of a com 
edy kick is growing monotonous. 
Voting in members sure blah 


iEven Lou Dolgoff's heroic work to 


the 


of 


humor 
the 


inject 
rut 
late. 


handicapped 
routine has fallen 


by 
in 


Circus Program Flops 
Unquestionably the prize broad- 
cast flop last week was that of the 


tingling-B. & B. circus from Madi 
son Square Garden via WMCA, wit] 
A. L. Alexander, the studio’s chief 
announcer, in charge of the mike 
It was dull, uninteresting and a 


complete fizzle as far as etherizing 
any entertainment was concerned. 
If the broadcast did the circus any 
b. 0. good it must have been a 
miracle, Extremely doubtful if fans 
stood by during al] that verbal spiel- 
ing by Alexander. 

A half hour of out-and-out radio 
spouting for the show, with only the 
circus band playing its usual per- 
formance accompaniment, which did 
not permit a full recording nor en- 
able the announcer to specify the 
particular numbers played. Alexan- 
der’s plug might have been one of 
old Tody Hamilton’s press notices, 
it was that flowery. Even yanking 
Jack Fillman, the demon hockey 
spieler, in for a description of a hip- 
podrome boxing bout, didn’t lift the 
broadcast. It was too much for the 
imagination. 


Leviathan Cabaret 

Ben Bernie did a “personal ap- 
pearance” on the air during the 
breadcast from the nite eclub on the 
Leviathan prior to its departure 
from its-west 42d street pier, New 
York, via WEAF. It was a Bernie 
unit, directed by Jack Pettis, with 
Bernie doing the announcing. The 
broadcast as a whole wasn't so hot, 
and even Bernie’s familiar remarks 
failed to make it stand out. Trans- 
mitting the program from the boat 
may have worked a handicap, but 
the music itself didn’t sound so 
fancy. Straight dancing umpty- 
umpty umpah, and that let it out. 
Bernie, however, got the benefit of 
the hookup. Radio competition 
has intensified since the good old 
days the old maestro started sling- 
ing his kidding spiels. 


Lyons & Lyons 

Lyons & Lyons on for another of 
their -WOR weekly broadcasts. A 
mixture of talent was offered, but 
again not arranged for the best re- 
sults. Showmanship would help. 
Lot Tellegen’s taik was entirely too 
arty for the masses. Lyons & Lyons 
permit too much by the same art- 
ists. Curbing the singers would also 
increase the speed awd give others 
a better break. Charles Althoff was 
a comedy relief here with his rube 
character and fiddlin’. Hope Ver- 
non’s voice on “T’l] Always Dream 
of You” came over effectively. 





Static Still Around 


Bizness of talking into dead 
mikes of late. A few nights ago a 
break in WJZ’s radioing of Amos 
*n’ Andy had the New York and 
eastern fans getting only a portion 
of the eustomary Fresh Air Taxi 
partners’ talk. 

Will Rogers, on for his second 
Squibbs’ products broadcast Sunday 
night via WABC, hit the same dead 
mike thing.* Entire opening of his 
talk was lost completely with the 
band in the Columbia system’s N. Y. 
station doubling until the transmis- 
sion from Hollywood, Cal., was clar- 
ified. 


SHOE HOUR REPLACING 


OLD GOLD ON WABC 


Starting May 6 Fred Rich's or- 


‘hestra and the Douglas Shoe Hour 
period | 


will be assigned the WABC 
formerly filled by Paul Whiteman’s 
Old Gold Hour. 


Crawford’s Half Hour 


Crawford will do a series of 
programs C.B.S. every 


for 30 


Jesse 
weekly 


Monday 


over 


minutes beginning 


May 12. 


until recently, was 


console 


Crawford, 
work ove! 
nt-P 


iis 


C.B.S. with the Paramo iblix 


} hour. 


+ ae 


ETHER GONTROL 
AS NEW STRATEGY Hook-up for Del Monte and Film Cos. 





Petrillo, Chicago President, 


Jockeys for Ascendency 


Over Broadcasters — Or- 
ganize Four Centres 


VS N. Y. RATES 


CHI. 


Chicago, April 15. 
By sanction of Joseph Weber, 
president of the A. F. of M., James 
C. Petrillo, president of the Chicago 


work of safeguarding the interests 
of the fast-growing number of 
musicians employed by radio sta- 
tions. Petrillo will leave for the 
coast this week to survey the Los 
Angeles and San Francisco situa- 
tions. 

Report is that the Interstate Com- 
merce holds that in case of a radio 
musicians’ strike in one city, musi- 
cians in other cities could not walk 
out in sympathy because of inter- 
ference with interstate commerce 
code. 

Petrillo will aim at uniform expi- 
ration dates for the radio musicians’ 
contracts in the four principal na- 
tional broadcastng spots: Chicago, 





New York, Los Angeles and Frisco. 
| “If we do not do this,” Petrillo 
lexplained, “it will mean that in the 
levent of a New York strike, Chi- 
cago union men would play the New 
York programs and these would be 
relayed back to New York and re- 
broadcast. The broadcasters would 
then ‘have public sympathy on their 
side and the musicians would be at 
their mercy.” 

With simultaneous expiration of 
the contracts, the three other cen- 
ters could withhold new contracts 
and strike sympathetically without 
legal injunction in the event of dis- 
pute at the fourth center. 

Chicago president also will seek 
a uniform scale for New York and 
Chicago to minimize the switching 
of chain programs from city to city 
by underbidding. Under present 
agreements, Chicago’s scale of $17 
for any part of a two-hour unit is 
higher than New York's scale of 
$11 an hour plus $6 an hour for re- 
hearsals. 

In cases of half-hour programs 
New York musicians could rehearse 
and play within the one-hour broad- 
casting period, thus receiving only 
$11, but for the same hour’s work, 


Chicago’s men receive $17. For 

half-hour programs, New York 
thus can underbid Chicago. 
Radio as Salvation 

Weber and Petrillo look upon 


|radio as the salvation for those mu- 
isicians forced out of theatre work 
by the talkers. In Chicago condi- 
tions are 75% normal, with nearly 
300 former picture house musicians 
now employed by broadcasting com- 
panies at a scale higher than top 
theatre scale. 

Having succeeded in forcing the 
broadcasters to employ “pancake 
turners,” at $115 a week, Petrillo’s 
next move will be to force the 10 
principal stations to employ union 
men to regulate the sound volume of 
music programs. Although this is 
work done by technical engineers, 
|'Petrillo has construed that artistic 
determination of proper volume of 
linstruments calls for a trained mu- 
sician’s assistance. This will mean 
an additional three men at each sta- 
tion at the “pancake” scale, $115 a 
week. 





“CUB” REPORTER SKIT 


j Hollywood, April 15. 
| Sue Carol has been engaged as 
lead in a series of “Cub Reporter” 


broadcasts over KFRC. 
Sketches are being prepared 

Edward Stodel, assistant 

| editor of the Los Angeles “Herald,’ 


DY 


dramatic 


and will incorporate interviews with |for a 


screen personalities as well as 


openings and cur! 


jeatre 


fevents 
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musicians’ local, will undertake the | 


WITH SUE CAROL, LEAD | 





cover | pe arané 
ent i 


Economical Mutual Tie-up on NBC 








The Hatless Reisman 

Leo Reisman engaged by the 
Knox hat people for broad- 
casting, never wears a hat. 
When Reisman went to meet 
the Knox execs his agent lent 
him a hat. 

After looking at the hat, the 
Knox head man said: “I must 
give you a hat.” 

When Reisman left he asked 
his agent: 

‘Will that guy fire me if ] 
forget to wear it?” 











No Premature 
Theatre Dates 


For NBC Acts 


N. B. C. artists will not be booked 
to play vaude or picture theatres 
until they have been heavily ex- 
ploited by N. B. C. By building 
artists first via ether and creating 
a demand for them N. B. C. figures 
they can secure much more money 
for them when playing theatres 
later. 

Acting along these lines, N. B. C. 
will not book Baby Rose Marie, the 
child star signed to them for 62 
weeks, to play theatres until about 
another six months have been used 


In building up the name of Baby 
Rose Marie. The child is already 
well known, but N. B. C. intends 
to create a much larger demand for 
her and then cash in on her pop- 
ularity. 


Young Wm. Lynch Dies; 


Radio Industry Mourns 


National Broadcasting Company 
considers the radio industry to 
have lost one of its most promising 
youths when William Lynch, as- 
sistant eastern program director for 
the network, died Aprii 13 in New 
York. Complications followed an 
operation for appendicitis. 

Wm. Lynch was 23 years old. Born 
in Chicago,-he had been in the radio 
business since 16. In the NBC or- 
ganization Lynch was known as the 
“flying announcer,” due to his 
adroitness at broadcasting from an 
airplane in flight. He was regarded 
by NBC officials as thoroughly 
versed in all ends of radio and an 
exceptional prospect. 

Mrs. Lynch and a two-year-old 
child survive. 


L. I. Station Applies 


For Television License 


Application for a television broad- 
casting license for the construction 
of a station for sound and television 
transmission has been filed with the 
Federal Radio Commission by Radio 
Pictures, Inc. The cumpany is not 
connected with the film producers, 
R-K-O. 

The company now operates a tele- 
vision station, W2XR, on Long Is- 
land where experiments have been 
going on for nearly a year in tele- 
vision. John V. L. Hogan, radio 
engineer, is head of the corporation. 

New station asked for is for 100 
watts and 137 meters, with 1,070 
kilocycles. Hogan says that present 
station does not include sound, rea- 


son for asking for another license 
At present it’s all experimental | 
work 


Mme. Alda’s $18,000 


Mme. Frances Alda’s contract for 
radio work with RCA-Vietor call: 
net of $18,000 for the six ap 
arranged. 
This is claimed the ecord fe 
loperat © stars 


Los Angele Ap 
= ‘ £ é Ip W e Radi 
M-G-M and First National studios, 
n Which it will freely exploit their 
| players and pictures without cost 
ito the film companies, the Del 
| Monte food products and canning 


|; concern seems to have put over one 


jof the most economical national 
radio exploitation campaigns on 
record. 

Del Monte company has pur- 
|} chased 13 half hours from NBC, to 
irun on as many Saturday nights 
dinner time Taknt is supplied 
grat by the picture tudios for 
the exploit obtainable. Del 
| Monte adve rtising its own produ ts 
j} through the film names, stands the 
leost of the air time and little else, 
At current air rates, for the 46 
| stations in the Del Monte NBC 
| hook-up, the half-hour broadcasts 


iprobably cost the advertiser between 


| $5,000 and $6,500 each, or a total, 
| with incidentals, of no more than 


| $85,000 for the entire 13-week pe- 
riod. Del Monte people are said to 
consider it the cheapest exploita- 
tion they can buy. 

Boiled Down 

the studios entails the 
of condensed versions of 
musicals, played usually on 
the air by the original picture cast 
members. Talkers are boiled down 
and highlighted for the ether, with 
music and singing the most part. 


Deal with 
breadcast 
screen 


First of the programs went over 
the NBC system April 5. “Rio 
Rita” was the picture, Bebe Daniels 


participating as the singer. Sched- 
uled tg follow are “Hit the Deck,” 
“Dixiana,” “Rogue Song,’ “Hold 
Everything,” “Song of Flame,” 
“Sally,” “Desert Song,’ “Golden 
Dawn,” “Bride of Regiment,” “Vien- 
nese Nights,” “Mile. Modiste’ and 
“Show Girl in Hollywood.” These 


be from Radio, Metro, Warners and 


First National. 

Jack Oakie and Polly Walker will 
be with Del Monte for the “Hit the 
Deck” broadcast, and Metro has 
promised Lawrence Tibbett. ; 








R-K-0 CUTTING DOWN 
RADIO HOUR TO 30 MINS. 


R-K-O is 
cutting down 
night radio 
minutes. 

It also may discontinue 
Thursday afternoon radioing. 

Cuts will save the theatre chain 
around $150,00) a year. 


reported considering 
its regular Tuesday 
(WEAF) hour to 30 


the 


Radio Commish Has 200 


Permit Pleas—Hopeless 
April 15. 


Washington, 

Radio commission has again 
started something, put part of it 
through and then called the bal- 
ance off. 

Recently announcement was made 
that 26 stations were going to have 
their wave lengths switched around. 
New York and Chicago were to 
bear the brunt of it. Attorneys 
immediately got on the case—now 
no changes except in few minor in- 
stances. 

Meanwhile the applications for 
new stations continue to pile up. 
Commission now has 2600 such on 
file and not a chance of any of 
them going through. 

Marx’s Limited Time 

Sam Marx’s contract 
for Metro is for eight weeks, be- 
ginning June 1 and ending August 
Sa Marx, now p. a. for WMCA, 
starts driving to the Coast May 10. 

After his work with Metro is com- 


as writer 


to 





pleted, he will return WMCA. 


Chi. Songwriters’ Hour 


Chicago, April 15. 

Radio station KYW using a 
| weekly program each Sunday call- 
led “Chi’s Composers’ Hour,” giving 
| local music men personal plugs. 
| Dorot! Deere, staff writer, han- 
dling prograr tells all persoral 
Ter ) panies homes ‘ <, 

t os ‘ bien it *>3 
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“STEIN SONG” IS. 


| 


“THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECOR"S GATHERED FROM THE REPORTS 


20-YEAR OLD 
SENSATION 


Y \ 

<] ’ 6 le ¥ . t for 

¢ a I Mare! | r are 

T t 1 ind 

I ryt I i 
A I 

nm ide va " : 

its hai Mlarch showed a decided 
improvement. Quashing of bootleg | 

lyric sheets may have had some 
thing to do with it, but notwith- | 

standing what the authorities can 
do, or have done they are still be 
ing peddled | 
One of the surprises among the] 
best sellers is the manner in which | 
the “Stein Song.” 20 years old and 
| 
the campus song of the University 
of Mains caught the fancy ind | 


moved into the hit class over night. 


“Should IL’ (Robbins) rated No. 1 


in this survey, was fifth for Febru- 
a W eek or so. | 
Yellen & 


Bornstein) fourth in February, 


ary. Several led for 


“Happs Days” (Ager, 
| 
now | 


second. “Happy Days” led the 

two weeks of March, but slipped aA 
few notches. Another example is | 
“Cryin’ for the Carolines”’ (Rem- | 
icks), first in February, and fourth | 
in March. Dise and sheet music | 
sales have been sleeping in the 
same berth lately. When sheet sales | 


Mechanicals 
showed a | 
Febru- | 


good, ditto for disc. 
March business 
improvement over 


are 
report 
decided 
ary 

Vie tor reports sale of the “Stein 
Sone” disc, recorded by Vallee, phe- | 
nomenal. This record has sold bet- 
ter than any disc issued since the 
war, taking in all types of record- | 
ings, over a similar period of sell- 
ing time, says Victor. 

“Cryin’ for the Carolines,” which 
previously led, has been erased. The 
entire Victor list is new for* March. 
Two separate recordings by Al 
son led the Brunswick list, 
Happy” and “Little Red Roses” first 
and second. “Puttin' on Ritz,” first 
in February, slipped into third for 
March. Bottom three discs listed 
new to the Survey. 

None of the Columbia discs listed 
for March appeared on the previous 
survey. Even “Under a Texas 
Moon,” ace spot for February, did 
a fade-out during March. Majority 
of Columbia list are orchestral re- 
cordings. Only one vocal listed, by 
Ruth Etting. and that has the bot- 
tom notch. 





Jol- 
“I'm 


Chicago 

Chicago, April 13. 

Overflooded music market still 
keeping business at low. Lyric ped- 
dlers have been driven off the streets 
by the police, but the move didn’t 
pep up store sales much. 

Among the sheets, Robbins‘ 
“Should Ll’ had a big edge over the 
rest. Ager, Yellen & Bornstein’s 
“Happy Days” came up and up after 
loop showing of “Chasing Rain- 
bows,” nestled second, closely fol- 
lowed by De Sylva, Brown and Hen- 
derson’s “Cottage for Sale,” plugged 
everywhere, and jumped sensation- 
ally last two weeks. “I’m Following 
You” bunched next. “Cryin’ for the 
Carolines,” which, with No. 6, [ma 
Dreamer,” good holdover from Feb- 
ruary. 

In the dise realm Columbia's list 
unusual with two vocals in first half 
dozen first time in many months. 
Ford and Glenn, singing “Springtime 
in the Rockies,” and “Molly,” sung 
by Charlie Lawman, fifth and sixth. 
Gur Lombardo’s band led this out- 
fit’s sales again with a drowsy ren- 
dition of Donaldson's “Lazy Louisi- 
ana Moon,” and Paul Whiteman 
copped second with “After You've 
Gone.” Whatever Ted Lewis does 
sells here, so “Fan” and “Aunt Ha- 
ger’s Blues” were third. Another 
unusual number, fourth, is “Hand 
Me Down My Walking Cane,” by 
Paul Tremaine’s band, hili-billy 
tune. 

“Stein Song” Victor’s§ leader 
teisman copped next two, “What Is 
This Thing Called Love?” and 
“Happy Days.” Joe Sander’s latest 
song, “We Love Us,” published by 
Feist, extremely popular as played 
by Coon-Sanders, and fourth, Vallee 
fifth and Feist’s “Love Made a Gyp- 
sv" backed by “Beside an Open 


Fireplace.” Sixth, a record with two 
local favs; on one side Witmark’s 
“Hangin’ on Garden Gate,” by Fio- 
rito’s band and on the other King 
doing “Song of Islands.” 

“Hangin’ on Garden Gate” also 
s'xth on Brunswick list (Denny 


and “What Is This Thing 
Love?” on Brunswick, get- 
sd, as done by Bernie's band. 
“I nger in Your Eyes,” from “Ritz,” 
topped Columbia list, although pic- 
ture didn't hit city during March 
With Gershwin a fay, “Strike Up the 
Band cinch see Fourth, this 


orch.), 
Called 
lng 


pad 


‘ond 


MUSIC 
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MARCH MUSIC SURVEY 


OF SALES MADE DURING MARCH BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISK DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 


No. 1—SONG 
No. 2—SONG 
No. 3—SONG 
No. 4—SONG 
No. 5—-SONG 


No. 6—SONG 


6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music 


Reported by Leading Jobbers 


NEW YORK 
“Should ,* ic 


Lord Byron of B’ way”) 
“Happy Days” (“Chasing Rainbows”) 
“Stein Song” (Pop) 
“Cryin’ a the Carolines” (‘Spring Is 


Here’ 


“I'm a ar (“Sunnyside Up”) 


“I’m Following You” (‘It's a Creat 


Lite’) 


i“I’m Following 


CHICAGO 


“Should i” (“Lord Byron of B’ way nie 
“Happy —s “Chasing 
“Cottage for Sale 


“i'm a Dreamer” (‘ 


tainbows a 
{ Pop) 


Sunnyside Up”) 


‘Cryin’. for the Carolines” (“Spring Is 


Here’) 
You” (‘its a Great 
Life’) 


| 
! 


| 
| 


| “Happy Days” 


LOS ANGELES 


“Cha using Rainbows’ ry 

et in o Rockies” (Pop) a 
“Should 1” “Lord Byron of Bw: ay’ : 
“There's Banner in Your Eyes, See 


‘ 


“Puttin’ on Ritz’’) 
when Vm Looking at You” (“Rogue 
Song’) 
“Under a Texas Moon" (‘Under a 


Texas Moon’) 


3 Leading Phonograph Companies Report 6 Best Sellers 


Side responsible for the major sales are only reported. Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for the 
sales, both sides are mentioned: 


} 
‘(onuieuieaaneay le: 4 
| BRUNSWICK—No. 2 


| BRUNSWICK—No. 3 


first | BRUNSWICK—No. 4 
BRUNSWICK—No. 5 


BRUNSWICK—No. 6 





“Let Me Sing and I’m Happy” (Al Jol- 


Orch.) 


“Sing, Yoc Sinners” (Tom Gerun Orch.) 


“Happy Days” (Ben Meroft Orch.) 


| “There’s Danger in Your Eyes, Cherie” 
| SS ie a a | _ (Harry y Richman) | iG Diss Ma -Se, 
“When the Little Red Roses” (Al Jol-| “Strike Up the Band” (Red Nichols 
son) Orch.) 
“Puttin’ on the Ritz” (Harry Richman) | “What Is This Thing Called Love” 
om : ’ 7 es . | (Be “n Bernie Orch.) 
“Thank You, Father’ (Al Goodman | “Oh, Doctor” (Louie Panico Orch. _ 


“Singing a Vagabond Song,” “With 


You” (Harry Richman) 


“Danger in Your Eyes,” “Puttin’ on the 
Ritz” (Harry Richman) 








“Puttin’ on the Ritz,” “With You” (Karl 
Burtnett Ore h.) 


“Danger in Your Eyes,” 
Little Red Roses” 
Orch.) 


“When the 
(Earl Burtnett 





“Just Can't Be Bothered” (Jack Denny 
Orch.) 


“Hangin’ On the Garden Gate” (Jack 
Denny Orch.) 





“Happy Days” (Ben Meroff Orch.) 


“A Year from Today” (Burtnett Trio) ~ 





| COLUMBIA—No. 1 


COLUMBIA—No. 2 
COLUMBIA—No. 3 
COLUMBIA—No. 4 


| COLUMBIA—No. 5 > 


COLUMBIA—No. 6 


| “Happy Days” 


| 


} 


“Where the Golden Daffodils Grow” 


|“Sand” 


(Ben Selvin Orch.) 


(Guy 


Lombar do's Orch.) mi | 


(Ted Lewis Band} 
“Nobody's Sweetheart” (Paul White: | 
man Orch.) 





“There’s Danger in Your Eyes” (Guy 


Lombardo Orch.) 
“If He Cared,” “Cryin’ for the Caro- 
lines” (Ruth Etting) 





| “Molly” 
} 


“Lazy Lou’siana Moon” 
bardo Orch.) 


(Guy Lom- 


“pDfter You've 
Orch.) ae 

“Fan and Aunt Hager’s Blues” 
_Lewis Orch.) __ 

“Hand Me Down My Walking Cane” 
(Paul Whiteman Orch. 


“Springtime in the Rockies” (Ford and 
Glenn) 





Gone” (Paul Whiteman 


(Ted 








(Charlie Lawman) 


“Dance Hagar’s Biues” (Ted Lewis 
Orch.) 
“Nobody’s Sv s Sweetheart” (Paul White- 


_man Orch.) _ , 

“Happy Days,” “One Girl” (Ben Selvin 
_Orch.) ) 

“Hand Me Down My Walking | Cane” 

e (Paul Whiteman Orch.) , 

“Under a Texas Moon” (Paul Tremaine 
Orch. * oes 





|\“What Dol C Care,” “When You're Smil- 


ing” (Ted Wallis Orch.) 





VICTOR—No. 1 
VICTOR—No. 2 


“Should 1” 


“Stein Song” (Rudy Vallee Orch.) 


(Arden-Ohman Orch.) 





“Stein Song” (Rudy Vallee Orch.) 


“Happy Days” (Leo Reisman Orch.) 





“What Is This 
(Leo Reisman Orch.) 





VICTOR—No. 3_ 


“Song of the Islands” (King’s Orch.) _ 





VICTOR—No. 4 


“Strike Up the Band” (Arden- Ohman 
Orch.) 








VICTOR—No. 5 


“Lazy Lou’siana Moon” (Hilo Ha- 
waiian) 

















Thing Called Love” “Danger in Your Eyes” (Waring’s 
Penn.) 

“Happy Days” (Leo Reisman Orch.) “White Dove” (Lawrence Tibbett) a: 

“We Love Us” (Coon-Saunders Orch.) |“Puttin’ on the Ritz” (Leo Reisman 
Orch.) 

“Love Made a Gypsy Out of Me,” “Be-|“Lover Come Back to Me” (Perry 
side An Open Fireplace” (Rudy Val- Askan) 


lee Orch.) 





ViCTOR—No. 6 











_} (Warine’s Penn.) 


“There’s Danger in Your Eyes, Cherie” 








“Hangin’ on a Garden Gate” (Ted Fio- 
rito Orch.) 








“Should I” (Arden-Ohman Orch.) 





3 Best Sel 


lers in Sheet Music 


lishers make their own reports 


Publishers are listed in alphabetical order, not according to position their numbers hold in the present market. 


Pub- 





PUBLISHER 


SONG NO. 1 


SONG NO. 2 


SONG NO. 3 








Ager, Yellen & B. 


“Happy Days Are Here Again” (“Chas- 
ing Rainbows”) 


“Lucky Me, 
Rainbows’) 


Lovable You” (“Chasing 





“Molly” (“Grand Parade”) 





Davis, Coote & E. 


“Why” (“Sons o’ Guns,” prod.) 


“Dream Avenue” (Pop) 


“You Can’t Stop Me” (Pop) 





De Syiva, Brown & H. 


“Cottage for Sale” (Pop) 


“I'm a Dreamer” (Sunnyside Up’) 


“Congratulations” (Pop) 





Donaldson,Douglas & G. 


“Lazy Lou’siana Moon” (Pop) 


“Romance” (“Cameo Kirby’’) 


“'Tain’t No Sin” (Pop) 
































Santly Bros. 
Shapiro-Bernstein 


Sherman-Clay 


“Beside an Open Fireplace” (Pop) 





Famous “Sing, You Sinners” (“Honey”) “Love Parade” (“Love Parade”) “Only a Rose” (“Vagabond King’’) 

Leo Feist | “Just Can’t Be Bothered” (Pop) “Daffodil” (Pop) “| Love You So” (Pop) 

T. B. Harms “What Is This Thing Called Love,” |“A Little Kiss Each Morning” (“Vaga- |“Without You, Emaline” (Pop) 

(“Wake Up and Dream,” prod.) bond Lover”) 

Jack Mills: “St. James Infirmary” (Pop) “When You’re Smiling” (Pop) “Mistakes” (Pop) 

Joe Morris “Still Remember” (Pop) “If You Didn’t Care for Me” (Pop) “| Lost My Gal from Memphis” (Pop) 
Red Star “In the Market for You” (‘High So-| “Like in a Story Book” (“High Society |“Song o’ My Heart” (“Song o' My 
eee _ city Blues”) Blues”) Heart’) 

Remick’s “Cryin’ for the Carolines” (‘Spring Is|“Have a Little Faith in Me” (“Spring |“Under a Texas Moon” (“Under a 
ao Here”) Is Here’’) Texas Moon’) 

Robbins “Should I” (‘Lord Byron of B’way”) “Blue as the Night” (‘Their Own De- 


“Woman in the Shoe” (“Lord Byron of 





on the Ritz’’) 





“What Do | Care” (Pop) 





“Man from the South” (Pop) 


sire”) ewer") aed 
“Singin’ a Vagabond Song” “(Puttin’ |“! Never Dreamt” (Pop) 








“11.30 Saturday Night” (Pop) 





Witmark & Sons 


| ———————_ 


“Hangin’ on a Garden Gate” (Pop) _ 








“Sunny Side of the Street” (Int. Re- 
os vue,” prod.) ? 
“Sorry” (Pop) “Wedding of the Painted Dolls” 


(“B'way Melody”) 





“Watching My Dreams Go By” (“She 





_ Couldn't Say No”) _ 


“Once Upon a Time” (Pop) 








in “Oh, Doctor,” 


Milton 
“Stein Song,” on 
sation of the mont 


Los An 
While the trade 
slope is 
production 
seem to 


of song 


Only 
jobbers, 
requires 
retailers. 


difference, 
is that the 


does not exceed 1 


ago. 


ing 10 numbers 





ning 


organization had an 


Weil's house, 
Panico and his band. 


complaining 


be any alarming shortage 
in total volume of sales 
a larger display counter for 
individual hits in Los Angeles 


against the same hit probably 
ing in excess of 5,000 copies a year 


In the six best sellers the follow- 


close in volume of sales 











unusual seller |are quoted in order of their position |actly Like You” and “Me and the Do M 
a local put out by jon the sales chart for March: “I’m |Girl Next Door.” Leo Feist has uble Tax on uSIC 
and played by | Following You,” “Ride on Vacquero,” | “The Stein Song,” “I Love You So” - 
“Hangin’ on the Garden Gate,” |and “It Happened in Monterey.” Likel for Canada 
Victor list, sen- | “Crying for the Carolines,” jeside | Robbins has two numbers in the y 
an Open Fireplace,” “With You,” | best six for March, and three strong | a 
“Lucky Me—Lovable You,” “When |new numbers: “Woman in_ the Ottawa, Can., April 15 
geles, April 8. the Red_ Roses Get the Blues for | Shoe,” “Blue Is the Night” and . - ~ 6 ; 
along the Pacific | You, ‘The Stein | Song,” _ Cottage “Moon Is Low.” When the Rinfret amendments to 
about over- td Sale’ " and ‘Just Cant id Turnover in disks as reported by the Canadian Copyright Act be- 
s, there doesn't sothered With Me. {the | three major recording ele ; law, theatr roprietors of 
Promising New Numbers panies was fair for March. With |comes law, peng prop . 
Numbers which look promising only Ret om of the 18 leading sell- |the Dominion will be called upon to 
according to the |}and are now reported by publishing pot. Ag pap sy omg = pay double music taxes on an an- 
over-production | representatives as their best sellers ; Bkrsedy ig 0 -reirdrd ety — nual basis, one to the Performing 
; : oe Phy sa : pronounced in the history of record , : 
include Witmark’s Mysterious |}, .siness here Rights Society and the other to the 
Present ratio of sales for | Mose” and “Watching My Dreams | peal ec the Authors and Composers’ Association 
alone |Go By.” Harms reports heavy sales | F liz e Ini States, it is an- 
006 weekly asjon “What Is This Thing Called | Forbstein Set po ed ye he sponsored by 
— tga ai “Sine, omg an __ Hollywood, April 15. |Hon, Fernand Rinfret, Canadian 
“Sweeping the Clouds Away” and | Leo Forbstein, musical director, | secretary of state, has seigertye : 
“Anytime’s the Time to Fall in | St¥s with Ficest National for an-|first reading in the House of Com- 
are found to be run- | Love”; Shapiro-Bernstein has “On | other three years. imons at Ottawa. Exhibitors are 
These 'the Sunnv Side of the Street.” “Ex- | Just completing his first year. | preparing to give battle. 
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Along the Coast 


By Bill 


4 


Hollywood, April 10. 

Battle for supremacy in night 
club attractions is now being waged 
by Los Angeles operators. It may 
pep up local night life by making it 
worth while for the patrons. Com- 
petition at this time is centered on 
the band attractions, apparently 
none too big for the town. 

Engagement of Ben Bernie and 
his orchestra for the Montmartre is 
an example. 

Clubs and Orchestras 

There are 13 clubs now in 
operation, with Olsen plan- 
ning to open his new club April 26. 
Among these are seven orchestras 
taking the biggest end of the gate 
from their respective employers. 
Orchestras and clubs in order of 
their gross ratings are the Biltmore 
with Earl Burtnett, Roosevelt with 
irving Aaronson, Ambassador with 
Johnny Hamp, Montmartre and Em- 
bassy with Gus Arnheim, who will 
soon be replaced by Ben Bernie. 
Max Fisher’s club and orchestra and 
Ray West club and his orchestra 
Olsen has yet to prove what he can 
draw with his own club. 

Clubs featuring floor shows above 
their orchestras include Sebastian's 
Cotton Club, Pom Pom, Moscow Inn, 
Orange Grove, Apex and two cellar 


major 
George 





cafes—B. B. B._in Hollywood and 
Coffee Dan's in the downtown sec- 
tor. 


Witmark Invading Schools 

Local Witmark office is making a 
play to land its music in schools by 
sending out a circular letter to all 
school heads in southern California 
asking for the names of their or- 
chestra leaders, band directors and 
glee club managers. Office will sub- 
mit professional copies, believing it 
worth while to get the youngsters 
acquainted with the catalog. 

Brunswick Busy 

While the Brunswick recording 
laboratories here is far in advance 
of its recording program, the plant 
is working to capacity in pressing 
records for coast 
Among new recordings made within 
the past two weeks are “Song of the 
Dawn,” from Universal’s “Captain 
of the Guard,” by the Earl 
nett orchestra and Abe Lyman play- 
ing “You Will Come to Me” and 
“Worrying Over You.” 

Names 

Washington-Magidson and Cleary, 
until a few months ago under con- 
tract to Warner-First National, 
have just completed the score for 
“Hi-There,” stage musical to be 
produced by Alexander Leftwich in 
San Francisco. Bobby Crawford is 
back on the job after a brief illness, 
believed at first to be appendix trou- 
ble. Lew Michelson has been ap- 
pointed coast representative for 
Davis, Coots & Engel. After con- 
ferring in New York with Jerome 
Kern and Otto Harbach on the first 
screen operetta for First National, 
Leighton K,. Brill, associated with 
Sigmund Romberg and Oscar Ham- 
marstein, is returning to the coast 
via the canal. He will report to the 
Warner _ studic....Mitchell-Gottler 
and Meyer's first original screen 
musical is now being produced by 
Warners under the title of “Maybe 
It's Love.” First known as “Pre- 
cious.” William Wellman is direct- 
ing. 





VOGEL CAN’T COLLECT 


New Suit Claims Conspiracy—To 
Hide Sheridan Assets 


John Franklin Sheridan, publisher 
of “Marchita,” and former head of 
the John Franklin Music Co., is be- 
ing sued by Jerry Vogel through 
O’Brien, Malevinsky and Driscoll, 
who recently got a $24,095.77 ver- 
dict for Vogel against Sheridan, but 
find no tangible assets as most of 
Sheridan’s property is in his wife's 
name and she in California, 


consumption. 


Burt- 


Swigart 





Big Boy’ Music Warners’ 
Hetlnwead: April 15. 


All numbers in “Big Boy,” Al Jol- 
son’s final picture for Warners, will 


be published by a Warner music 
house. This disposes of Jolson’s 
former method of spotting the songs 


for publication with various firms. 


new story. 


BE SENT N. B.C. 
BY WARNERS 


Withdrawal of the privilege to us¢ 
any of their cepyrighted music, 
which they estimate now comprises 
85% of the current pop numbers, is 
now contemplated the Warners 
in reprisal for its charges of pat 
tiality against National Broadcast 
ing Corp. 


by 





Admittedly stung by what they 
describe as a perfunctory reply from 
| Aylesworth, NBC head, Warner mu- 
executives bluntly attribute the 
editing of programs of air artists to 
|E. C. Mills, head of the radio in- 
j}terests musig end. 
| “Mills is making a killing and we 
jrefuse to be the goat. They will 
either use our songs and discontinue 


sik 


] 


| this prevailing practice of forced 
;substitutions or else they will be 


unable to use any of our music.” 


So worded is the ultimatum which 
j one high Warnerite said will be de- 
| tivered to NBC “any day now.” 

an “in” 
“edited 


have 


all 


Meantime Warners 
iwhich is checking on 
| programs.” 

| So far Warners has restricted 
i|NBC from using five of its hits. 
'The Warners claim that with only 
j;two shows not using music by com- 
|}posers under contract to them (the 
| Warners) or tied up through their 
vast music interests, the chief sta- 
tion of the air will be without a 
recognized number next season. 


MCA CANADIAN UNITS 
TO SOLVE DANCE BAN 


Because American bands are not 
permitted to play dance engage- 
ments in Canada, M. C. A. will 
shortly add a number of Canadian 
orchestras to play dance engage- 
ments in their native territory. 

Phil Baxter recently booked by 
M. Cc. A. in Vanvouver to play dance 
|engagements was prohibited from 
doing so by the Vancouver authori- 
ties, who barred his band in the 
same manner as they prohibited 
| Paul Whiteman from dance engage- 
ments. 








Pit Orchestras Returning 
In Seattle and Portland? 


Pit orchestras may be put back in 
the Seattle, Seattle, and the Port- 
land, Portland, both Publix theatres. 

Boris Morros, head of the Publix 
music department, departed Satur- 
| day to look both theatres over and 
|} decide conclusively whether or not 





Present suit is the aftermath on |to put orchestras back in the the- 
the judgment. Vogel claims that | atres. Both theatres have been on 
when Sheridan sold his music firm |an all-sound policy for the past yea! 


he did do in a conspiracy to thwart | 


Vogel’s possible collecting from him 
Mdward J. Kordula, Herman Brink- 


man and the Kay and Kay Music 
company, are co-defendants 

Vogel now charges fraud. He 
affidavits that Sheridan sold out 


whife the legal controversy between 
he pair was pending in court. 
The argument between Vogel and 
Sheridan of the pair's 
‘Mfiliation some years back when 
Sheridan was trying to put 
Marchita.” All Vogel got 
$5,000, so he sued for an accounting 


gZzrows out 


ovel 


was 


Vogel's lawyers stated that a re- 
reivership action against the musix 
itm may also be begun by them ir 

n effort to collect the idgment 
‘heir basis is the same as the pres 
‘nt suit that the bill of sales which 
Sheridan made out to Kay and Kay 

re legal and nerfected by fraud 


theatres, 


After looking over the 
o He 


| Morros will go to Los Angeles. 
will be gone about six weeks 


Composers in Act 
Schuster Tucks 
Ls 


porn 


and Johnny 


t ca 


Joe 
teaming 


in lled livery 
for 


writers under 


an if 


are SONnE 


act to Witmarks 


Loew, 


‘ 
cont! 


Boys ‘ 


'Thev will return to Witmarks after 
tthe vaude tour is over 

They firs gained popularity oY 
the Witmark Hour over WMCA 


Romberg-Hammerstein’s 2d 


Hollywood, April 10 
Oscar H merst If.. and S$ 
mund Romberg are due here 
New York May 10 
They start work on their se 
operetta for First at nal 


Jolson is now in Palm Springs 
With Sid Silvers working on the 


ULTIMATUM WILL 





Choosy Looters 


Hollywood, April 15. 

Hollywood Legion has a 30- 
piece band which furnishes 
music gratis between bouts at 
the Friday night fights. 

Wise muggs check on the 
number of bandmen going into 
the stadium, and if it’s below 
25 they scram for home. 





} 
| 
} 











‘RADIO MUSIC REPLIES 
TO “SHUTOUT” CHARGE 


Deny Discrimination Against 
Warners—All Firms Equal 
with N. B. C. 


Stadio Music Company asserts 
}that Warner's is all wet in its claim 
that it blue penciling Warner 


{songs from programs and inserting 


is 


Radio Musie tunes instead, Radio 
states that it can only do this 
with sustaining programs, and even 
then do not touch the songs as} 
much as Warner’s would have the 

trade believe. Radio admits push- 

ing Feist and Fisher tunes over 
lsome of its studio programs and 
informing studio artists to sing or 
iplay them, but avers that this is 
jonly natural in view of the rela 

| tionships with N. B. C. 

| Radio asserts it is not in a posi- 
ition to take other firms’ songs 
| out of commercial programs and in- 
|sert its own songs. It states 
that for the commercials it must 
go after plugs like any other 


publisher and as far as the rumor 
|which was spread among the pub- 
llishers to the effect that publishers 
other than Feist and Fisher were 
jnot admitted to go after plugs in the 
|N. B. C. building, that is not true. 

Radio Music states that all pub- 
llishers are permitted in the build- 
|ing for plugs and that the report 
i|to the contrary was spread around 
|by a few publishers who were dis- 
|satisfied with the plugs they were 
receiving, which was due to their 
jown lack of initiative, avers Radio 
| Music. 

Radio Music claims its songs are 
|} heard almost as much over C. B.S 
jas over N. B. C. 


RAPAPORT LOSES 


by Universal in Suit for 
Orchestra’s Salary 


Beaten 


Mitchell Rapaport, band leader, 
lost his suit against Universal Pic- 
ltures. He sued the film company 
and Walter Batchelor, agent, for 
$4,500 on the grounds of an alleged 
contract for work, in the N. Y. Su- 
preme Court. Judgment was ren- 


dered against Rapaport, who was 
taxed costs of $125. Batchelor 
was the agent. Action against the 


latter dismissed as no judgment 
was sought against him. 

Rapaport claimed a contract with 
Universal made in the fall of 1926 
for eight weeks in the picture com- 
pany’s theatres in Denver and Kan- 





sas City that same year. Instead, 
the band leader claims he and his 


Band were given air 
after three weeks. Universal's de- 
|fense was that Rapaport was en- 
|gaged on week-to-week basis and 
| Batchelor was not the company’s 
|exclusive agent or representative. 
Rapaport’s salary under the 
agreement was $900 less 10%. 


Paramount 


Vallone Giebaiien Suit 


Suit of Will Osborne against Rudy 
Vallee for $500,000, alleging libel, is 
appealed after the first action was 





dismissed in the New York Supreme 
Court. 
Only two defendants now where 





|formerly three. The Sun, afternoon 
| paper, was let out by agreement of 
both parties. This leaves only Val- 
lee and E. P. Dutton, his publishers. 

Suit centers around certain things 
Vallee wrote in “Vagabond Dreams 
Come True,” his autobiography. In 
}it Osborne is set down as a former 
pupil Vallee’s. To this 
obiects He claims he’s original. 


of 


Bernie on Coast 


Ben Bernie and his band are n 
ing toward the Montmartre, He 
wood, to open April 28 

Several one-nighters will be } 
ed en route 

With the Montmartre operated 
the KE t i sy Clut the tter r the 
eX e by the same manages mt 

Pony Pace f< lerly Wi 
Ren . ooked p with lar 

jpCoots a inge Monday (!4) 


Osborne | 


$1 








Press Leaving P 
Press Leaving Par. 

Morris Press, gen. mer Para 
mounts music department ind of 
Famous Music, Par'’s subsidiary 
has resigned, leaving April 19. Rea 
son for Press’ departure is reportec 
a diversity of opinion, 

Abe Meyer, whom Press recently 
brought from the coast as his Ss 
sistant Ww m inte Press post 
2 
Songwriter 
Songwriters Are 
| New York Bound 


| 
Option time in Hollywood is 
sending songwriters back to New 
| York at the rate of several a week. 
Most of the sharps-and-flatters are 
| returning without hook-ups, leaving 
| them free lancers meaning gents 
| without drawing accounts. 

While the Hollywood bankrolls | 
jlast the songwriters don't have to 
worry. Songwriters by disposition 


are light-hearted and don’t anyhow. 


What seems to concern some 


show up around New 
links in the gay knickers and other 
rainbow haberdashery brought back 
from Hollywood. 


FRISCO UNION WINS 
CONTRACT REVERS 


- 
‘Higher Court Sustains Pact 
with Theatres as Valid 





San Francisco, Apr. 15. 

Contract of the Musicians’ Union 
of San Francisco with theatre own- 
ers and the Allied Amusement In- 
dustries is valid and enforcible by 
injunction, according to an impor- 
tant and sweeping decision of the 
California District Court of Appeals 
handed down April 10, reversing a 
decision rendered ten months ago 
by Superior Judge J. J. Trabucco. 

Higher court verdict concerns the 
action of the Musicians’ Union 
against Nasser Brothers, theatre 
chain operators here, who with the 
advent of the “dialog” dismissed 
their orchestras as an unnecessary 
expense. Under its contract with 
the various San Francisco theatre 
operators the Musicians’ Union 
sought in the courts to compel Nas- 
ser Brothers to reinstate the dis- 
missed orchestras. Union contend- 
ed that the dismissal constituted a 
violation of the agreement signed 
by the Union and the various man- 


agers. This action came to trial 
before Judge Trabucco ten months 
ago and that court held that the 


organized musicians had no en- 


forcible contract. 

3ecause of the decision of the 
District Court of Appeals the case 
will now be heard on its merits in 
the superior court. If the musi- 
cians win, the theatres must either 
put back the human orchestras or 
close their doors. 


The higher court degision written 
by Judge John J. Tyler says: “The 
law does not have one rule for the 
employer and another for the em- 
ployee. This contract was of 
mutual collective bargaining is 


e 


one 
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lequally binding upon employers and | 


enforcible 
parties. should in 
of public welfare give 
the laudable efforts 
industrial 
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Option—Ruined 


Petrillo Explains Error in 
Phone Interview With “ 
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VARIETY 


Variety 


Editor 
In 


the 


this week's 
following: 
“Tames C Pe ] ‘ ©} 
musicians on 
rroomed is Jé 

cessor to the mn 
tional president. 

“IT will not even consi 
Mr. Weber rer 


tr) ia 


long as 
“Weber 
has 


office llo de 


+ 


a various times in the 


past been 1 amy 


re porte 


to retire because of his 


and these rumors have iat 
been revived, He a 
friend of Petrillo and openly fa 
the Chicagoan for 


is close 


ot 


vors the 
fice.” 
The 
accurate, 
Hlere 
a 
called 
was 


foregoing statement is not 
in fact misleading 
the A !l 


representative ol 


the 


is 
ew days 
\ 
phone and said it 
York city that 
succeed loe Weber 
1e American Fed- 
I told him 


are lacts: 


ago ariety 
me on 
ored i! Ne \V 
lated 


as president of 


ur 


was to 


+) 


eration of Musicians 
that I was not even considering the 
position, and would not, as long as 
the present incumbent was alive and 
in his present state of excellent 
health. 

“Variety” has always been emi- 
nently fair to the Federation of 
| Musicians, and to me individually. 


I feel quite sure, therefore, that as 
far as the reporter to whom I spoke 
is concerned, the mistake made was 
entirely unintentional. It is just an- 
other illustration of the folly of sub- 


most is whether or not they dare | mitting to an interview which is 
York golf 


where 
up 


conducted over the 
there is no opportunity 
on possible errors. 

I therefore request that you pub- 
lish this in your next issue, as the 
article in question has placed me in 


phone, 
to che ck 


|a very embarrassing position. 


| JCP:MR 


James ©. Petrillo, 
President, Chicago Federation of 
Musicians, Local No. 10, Amer- 


ican Federation of Musicians 


Hungarian Band Leader 
Very Strong in Europe 


The Hague, April 2. 
The Hungarian jazz king and 
fiddler conductor, Dajos Bela, and 
his band from Hotel Adlon, Berlin, 


got a roaring reception on their ar- 


rival. Bela proved just as much a 
draw as his predecessors, Paul 
Whiteman and Jack Hylton. Pub- 
lic enthusiastic. 
Touring Holland and a few pro- 
vincial towns this week. 
Paris, April 15. 


Beta, making an infrequent tour, 
has been wildly acclaimed all over 
judging from the various reports 
percolating into Variety's continen- 
tal bureau from all European capi- 
tals. 

His Odeon disks are terrific sell- 
ers in Europe and many are well 
known in America. 


Piantadosi with Robbins 


George Piantadosi, who severed 
his connection with Remicks, where 
he was professional manager, goes 
with Robbins as general professional 
manager. Billy Chandler will re- 
remain with same firm as radio 
manager. 

Quite a few changes in personnel 
of the music industry. Elmer White, 
resigned as professional manager of 
DeSylva, Brown & Henderson and 
shifts to Davis, Coots & Engle Mon- 
day (21) where he also will be pro- 


fessional manager. Dave Ringle, 
harmony man for DeSylva, Brown 
& Henderson, also handed in his 


hereafter act 


for Shapiro- 


and will 
capacity 


resignation 
in the 


3Jernstein. 


Same 


Fifth Herbert Memorial 


Friends of St Patrick and the 
Gallic Society are planning filth 
Victor Herbert memorial week, for 
week of May 2 

They also intend having special 
pre m diced to Ireland 

Greer and Klages Back 

J ‘ (are a? Ray Klages 
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By Bob Landry 





British Broadcasting Band 

(Columbia 50213) Radio in John 
Bull’s water-slapped stronghold is 
not what it is on this end of the 
long swim. Over there it’s “wire- 
less,” government monopoly, and as 
a public 
the public not what the public wants 
but what someone thinks they 
should have. Like the old-time big- 
time vaude bookers. 

Here, therefore, preserved in wax, 


is a little bit of what the dial-twirl- | 
| best represented in the vocal work, 


From the viewpoint of many 
qa strong argument against 
government monopoly. “Samson 
and Delilah,” parts one and two, is 
heavy stuff if typical British radio 
fare 

Columbia has released a number 
of recordings by the Broadcasting 
Band. None has been successful, 
seemingly, due to some lack in the 
mechanical processes. Their other 
imported discs have a much better 
tone quality than the British cutput. 
Percy Pitt batoned this -particular 
one. 


ers get 
persons 


“America’s Boy Friend” 

(Columbia 2143) Charles “Buddy” 
Rogers makes his initial phonograph 
recording under the above billing 
and with an introductory verbal 
mention it’s his first. Rogers has 
been doing a singing specialty in a 
number of Paramount pictures, also 
appearing on Publix stages. That 
gives him vocal assurance, 

Actually he has a pleasant, if un- 
distinguished, tenor, with a twist 
not precisely a list, but definitely a 
trademark. 

He here introducers “Any Time’s 
the Time to Fall in Love” and 
“Sweeping the Clouds,” from the 
revue, “Paramount on Parade.” 

Should sell well to the fans. That 
billing isn’t so exaggerated. Dames 
are cuckoo over this marceled kid. 

Introducing Carl Webster 

(Okeh 41393) Carl Webster and 
his orchestra are currently complet- 
ing their education at Yale, earning 
and playing on the side. They have 
an encouraging precedent for this 
method in Yale’s own Rudy Vallee. 
It is understood upon graduation 





Here’s a Bow to 


TOMMY CHRISTIAN 


and those “paramount” pro- 
grams he and his orchestra 
offer at the Hotel Paramount 
in New York, as well as via 
WABC., They're paramount 
because they all feature 


“When I’m Looking 
at You” 


“Should I” 





diversion admittedly giving | 





this June the Websterians will take 

up music professionally. : 
This is their premiere on the discs. 

They play very well together, with 


sureness and no lack of musician- 
ship Using “Puttin’ on the titz 
land “With You,” their fauit, possi- 


bly a recording studio collaboration, | 


overdoing the arrangement 


was in 


| for novelty, losing the melody values 


in the process. 
Ted Wallace 
(Columbia 2151) “Stein Song,” 
reversed by a pleasing new Remick 
tune, “Telling It to Daisies,” makes 
an attractive couplet. 
Paul Tremaine 
(Columbia 2130) Tremaine band is 
on Broadway at a Chinese spot. 
Their ideas run to a wide-open heat 
valve and disdain for mutes. This 
technique when applied, as here, to 
“Hand Me Down My Walking Stick” 
and “She’ll Be Coming Around the 
Mountain,” is filtering hill billy 
through the ye.low menace. 
Sir Dan Godfrey 
(Columbia 50206) Another import- 
12-incher. Flute and echo fiute 
dominate melodious pair of semi- 
standards, “Echoes of Valley” and 
“Gavroches,” may appeal to the old 
schoolers. 
Tancresa Pasero 
(Columbia 50211) “Two Fair Chil- 
dren,” the hauntingly beautiful 
basso aria from “Il Trovatore,” can 
be recommended by disc shops to 
th ir operatically inclined customers, 
“Norma” reverses. 
Pasero’s has a pip of a deep bass. 
The Knickerbockers 
(Columbia 2129) Two from De 
Sylva, Brown and Henderson. 
“Thank Your Father,” great melody 
combined with one of the smartest 
lyrical routines that ever sprouted 
in Lew Brown’s idea garden natu- 
rally dominates. ‘Good for You— 
Bad for Me,” mate. 
Ought to sell plenty. 
Fred Rich 
(Columbia 2132) Regarded as one 
of musicland’s keenest arrangers, 
Rich confirms that estimate with 
two recordings, notably “Strike Up 
Band.” 
“Send for Me,” from “Simple 
Simon,” not hard to bear, either. 
Ted Lewis 
(Columbia 2144) He of the silver 
label uses for his latest, “Singing a 
Vagabond Song” and “On Sunny 
Side of Street,” latter from ‘“Inter- 
national Revue,” stage. 
Will probably please Lewis fans. 
Yvonne Gall 
(Columbia 50212) Presumably 
French disc. Exquisite soprano in 
two arias from “Fau&t,” one of the 
more melodious, and therefore most 
popular, operas. 
Eddie Walters 
(Columbia 2137) Walters has ex- 
cellent style, clear diction and vocal 
personality for comedy numbers 
such as “Me and Girl Next Door” 
and “Leven-Thirty Saturday Night.” 
Both are lyrical ideas of consid- 
erable cleverness. 


ed 
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{ IRVING AARONSON | 


and HIS COMMANDERS 


Featuring 
“RED STANLEY” and PHIL SAXE 
ROOSEVELT HOTEL 
HOLLYWOOD, CAL. 
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| California Collegians, Inc. | 


NOW Featured in 
“Fifty Million Frenchmen” 


and 
Don Dickerman’s Daffydil 
New York City 


| TAL HENRY | 
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Warner Bros.- Vitaphone Artists 
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English Act Says Moss 
Withheld Promised Pay 


Nesbit Brothers, an English act 
which arrived in the States eight 
months ago, are requesting a $285 
settlement from Joe Moss and the 
Hollywood Restaurant. E. Franklyn 
Goldner, att’y for the act, notified 
Moss that unless the claim was 
made good they would start suit. 

Nesbit Brothers allege that they 
worked for the Hollywood for eight 
weeks under a prior arrangement 
that after the first four weeks they 
would receive an increase in salary. 
Salary was not increased during 
the last four weeks of their en- 
gagement. 


Joe Moss’ Pelham Place 


Operators of the Hollywood Res- 
taurant, Joe Moss. Ben Uberall and 
Jack Amaron, are erecting a new 
roadhouse on Pelham Road. 

Construction on the roadhouse, 
which will be called the Hollywood 
Gardens, started Monday (14). 
Building will cost in the neighbor- 
hood of $100,000. 

It is planned to open the road- 
house the eve of Decoration Day. 
Jan Garber, now at the Hollywood 
Restaurant, will go into the Gar- 
dens for one month. Charles Dorn- 
berger will probably follow Garber 
into the Hollywood restaurant. 

Hollywood Gardens will be oper- 
ated free of couvert. 


NBC Bands for Asbury 


N.B.C. Artists’ Bureau, through 
Ed. Scheuing, will supply all bands 
used at the Asbury Park Casino, 
Asbury Park, this season. Casino, 
built at a cost of $1,000,000, opened 
for the first time last week with 
Roy Ingraham’s band. 

Howard Phillips’ band followed 
them in this week and Florence 
Richardson’s aggregation goes in 
next week. Among the dansapation 
purveyors who Scheuing will book 
for the Casino are Rudy Vallee and 
B. A. Rolfe. 

Each band will play at the Casino 
for either one or two weeks. 











Bernie Damage Suit 

Suit for personal injuries result- 
ing from being struck by an au- 
tomobile alleged to have belonged 
to Ben Bernie, is pending in the 
N. Y. Supreme Court, filed by Rose 
and Irving Hirsch. 

First named claims physical in- 
juries suffered as a result of the 
accident which occurred while she 
was crossing 86th street, at Broad- 
way, last November, and asks for 
$50,000. Irving is her husband. He 
wants $10,000 for loss of his wife’s 
services. 

Bernie has entered a. denial 
through Attorney Harry Talbot. 


HAMP STICKS WEST 
Hollywood, April 15. 

Johnny Hamp has called off his 
summer trip to Paris for an engage- 
ment at Les Ambassadeurs. He will 
linger here at the Ambassador Ho- 
tel. 

This is Hamp’s first summer away 
from the Westchester-Biltmore, New 
York, in a number of years. 


Chatter in Paris 


(Continued from page 66) 








piling in two days’ work in one day. 
They call it a day at four bells, 
just in time to get to the brokers’ 
offices for the opening of the mar- 
ket. Bullish quotations has ’em all 
cheerful here again. 

Spring's officially in sight.. Long- 
champs track open. 


Isle of Corsica, where the new 


Inside Stuff—Music 





Score Syndicates 
Three firms will publish the songs used in Paul Whiteman’s “King 


of Jazz," which is slated to go into the Roxy. 


Ager, Yellen & Bornstein 


have four songs in the picture, Leo Feist have two and Shapiro-Bern- 


stein, one. 


Boy Who Made Good 


The lyrics for all the 
by Billy Moll, brought 
Bernstein last summer. 
for him, after he made a 


songs in 


which S-(B will publish. 


“Jonica,” at 
east from Madison, 
Moll never 
few contributions to that publishing house 
sides writing the songs in the show, 


the Craig, 
Wisconsin, 
pan alley 


were written 
by Shapiro- 
saw the beofre S-B sent 
3e- 


Moll did the song in “King of Jazz” 


Young Menuhin’s 70% 
Highest percentage player in the concert field is the 12-year-old violin 


prodigy, Yehudi Menuhin. 


Boy is on a 70% arrangement of the gross 


wherever he plays, besides a flat guarantee. 


Young Menuhin, son of a poor Hebrew teacher in San Francisco. 


is 


being acclaimed the greatest living virtuosi of the violin, with a style 


radically new and different. 


Goldman, of Goldman-Sachs, the bankers, 


recently gave him a $30,000 Strad as a gift. 





BUYING PAVILION ROYALE? 


Hollywood B’way Group Reported 
After It 


Negotiations are reported under- 
way for the Hollywood restaurant 
group on Broadway to buy John 
and Christo’s Pavilion Royale, road- 
house, on the Merrick road at Val- 
ley Stream, L. I. Asking price re- 
ported at around $300,000, including 
property Surrounding the _ restau- 
rant, 

Hollywood group of Joe Moss, N. 
T. Grandlund and Benny Urberall is 
the same operating the Hollywood 
restaurant. It has been cleaning 
up this winter, without a cover 
charge and 2,000 capacity, for a 
naked floor show. Same kind of 
floor show will probably be installed 
at Pavilion if the deal goes through. 
Pavilion seats 800. John and Christo 
bought it some years ago from the 
late Paul Salvain. 





Don Bigelow Steps Up 
Don Bigelow’s orchestra, now 
playing at the Park Central Hotel, 
doubling with Will Osborne’s band, 
will be featured at that hotel when 
Osborne steps out. That will be 
April 26. 
Schwartz at Abbey 
Arkie Schwartz has taken over 
the management of the new Club 
Abbey on 54th street. 
Some inside deal. 


HERE AND THERE 








Jack Lavin has left the Villa 
Moret office to become local man- 
ager for the Red Star Music Corp. 
in Chicago. 


Jack Denny, for the past three 
years playing at the Mount Royal 
hotel, Montreal, now with M. C. A. 
Latter organization intends to bring 
him to the States about the middle 
of May. 


Tom Gerun leaves the Coast to 
open at Lincoln Tavern, Chicago, 
May 15. 





Lloyd Huntley’s band to the Gib- 
son hotel, Cinn., May 1, and June 
1 back to the Broadmoor, Colorado 
Springs. 


MCA booking Ben Bernie on single 
dates from New York to the Coast. 


Willie Creager, musical director 
at the Columbia, New York, for 
burlesque policy, is now attached to 
the NBC staff in New York doing 


Atlantic City Resorts 
Defy Cops Closing Rule 


Atlantic City, April 15 


Despite the police order that all 
alcoholic 
beverages” shall remain closed, the 
cafe people are preparing to open 
for the spring trade and 


gaged counsel to fight. 


places “equipped to sell 


have en- 
They want 
the police to draw the line between 
legitimate cafes and “dives,” which 
have been forced to close, following 
the vice expose in which the Mayor 
and one other city official have been 
indicted on extortion charges. 

The notorious Little Club has 
been redecorated and now calls it- 
self the Charm Supper Club. Phil 
Nipp, Irma Mann and the Silver- 
town orchestra head the floor show. 
The Club Babette is featuring Ruth 
Dilworth and her dancers and Al 
Miller’s orchestra. The Silver Slip- 
per is also featuring a revue under 
the direction of Anthony La Rosa. 

The Follies Bergere, another of 
the night clubs, was padlocked the 
day before Palm Sunday. Charlie 
Masters and his orchestra are at 
the Atlantic City Casino, while the 
Georgians are the attraction at the 
President hotel. The New Madison 
hotel offers Irwin Hughes and his 
Royal Southerners. Paul Graham 
and his Crackers are doubling be- 
tween the Million Dollar Pier and 
the Municipal Auditorium. Gerry 
Blackwell and his Miami Moon 
Band are entertaining at the Gar- 
den Pier. 
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Orchestra Corp. Ameri 
DETROIT 1650 Broadway. New York Hotel Napoleon Bonaparte opened | Special arranging of numbers for E : 
April 1, being ballyhooed as new | Mew commercial accounts. ——— East of Broadway ————~ ia 
———_—.____o. | tourist center. Nap’s birthplace now ti 
VINCENT LOPEZ | | B. A, ROLFE | holds a 150-room de luxe hotel, 18- " th 
- hole golf course, beach, tennis and 
e e e P th 
and His ORCHESTRA Radio’s Premier Conductor | ‘i™™!"8s. :; e 
: Charles Frank, in his early 20's, . 
ST. REGIS HOTEL Lucky Strike Dance Orchestra among the better known local pic- a + 
New York City Palais D’Or Restaurant Orchestra | ture and stage actors because of s ay 
Edison Ace Recording Orchest his behemoth stature, died sudden- : , si 
« Orc ra ty, file heavy welght mate hie ta Wishes to Announce the Removal of His Offices to the = 
j GEORGE OLSEN | ; sees demand for comedy roles, especially Astor Theatre e ° th 
Ra em in pictures. Building 
U | y Walker $ Radiohans | Harry Lawrenson now here edit- be 








ing the Fox Movietone newsreel. 
William G. O'Brien, former assistant 


Broadway and 45th Street th 


Telephone Longacre 1133 


AND HIS MUSIC with DALY and MASON 
4 and SAM FLETCHER’S REVUE 





























THE PLANTATION SECOND YEAR AT- general European director with = 
LVER CITY. CAL. Jack Connolly, continues with Fox : h. 
ae ae HAMILTON CHATEAU | jere New York City ni 
tECO NORTH BERGEN, N. J. a 
oe —_—— . Lopez Testing Self eae PEI SA RENEE aT ae a Se 
* TmeATWYer «xr = A UT) "incent Lopez canvassing to as- tk 
ANSON WEEKS |/|/PAUL WHITEMAN | (certain just“ ww 
é just where he stands today or 
| | — ‘lon the air in his requests during the M R Ss. J E Ss Ss E Cc R A F ur R D It 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA And His Greater Orchestra St. Regis WEAF period. Lopez hasn't ORGANIST J 
changed a lot in style of programs 0’ 
Now in Third Year at the Watch for of earlier days and in addition to his PARAMOUNT THEATRE, NEW YORK, PLAYING n 
“ ” announcements he insists sing - 
ee Pern anmouncements he insists on sing- || THE PERFECT SONG” “TELIANG IT TO THR, DAISIES” 
San Francisco niversa icture) of liberty, but his type of band A COTTAGE FOR SALE nes he LOU’SIANA MOON 

















COLUMBIA RECORDS Personal Rep.: JAS. F. GILLESPIE stuff is pretty familiar nowadays, 
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RINGLING CUTTING OFF 
ROBBINS’ FROM EAST 


April 15. 

Ringling has openly announced 
war on the Robbins Bros. circus 
Has contracted all towns north and 
south through Indiana and Illinois 
with the intention of keeping Rob- 
bins from getting east. 

Opposition started because Rob- 
bins is the only circus outside of 
the combine carrying a human can- 
nonball act. H-W and R-B circus 
each have an act of this kind. 

Fred Buchannah, Owner of -Réb-+ 
ins, had intended going into Penn- 
slyvania and ‘Virginia’ early ‘this 
spring, but with Ringling circuses 
ahead of him in each town it is 
likely the trick will head west. 


Chicago, 


May Collier in Jam 


Milwaukee, April 15. 

Mrs. May Collier, 42, former trap- 
eze performer, was one of five ar- 
rested. following the mysterious kid- 
napping of Gilbert Gohree, son of 
a wealthy West Allis grocer, the 
holdup of a town of Greenfield 
speakeasy and a long series of 
check forgeries. 

Mrs. Collier was said 
“queen” of the band. 
daughter, 
ing the checks, 
Collier. 


to be the 
An adopted 
was used in cash- 
gotten up by Mrs. 


3essie, 


Fox Fair Dept. 


Los Angeles, April 15. 

Fox West Coast has opened a fair 
booking department with E.. H. 
* Keate in charge. 

Office will work with Fanchon & 
Marco in furnishing acts for west- 
ern fairs, with a number of F. & M. 
Ideas offered intact for outdoor 
dates. 


Circus’ $154 Opening 


Uvalde, Tex., April 15. 
Cole Bros.’ circus’ jhere . grossed 
$154, most disastrous ‘epening \for 
this outfit. 
It has been running in hara fuck 
ever since financed by the National 
Printing Co., wot Chicago. 


Cheap Radio Plug 


Chicago, April. 15. 

Cheapest radio buy by. Sells-Floto 
here. Getting a nightly tout from 
nine stations for $5 and $25 tickets 
each. Sum coyers entire engage- 
ment. 

Credit to the P. 
lor. 





A., Wm. B. Nay- 


Al G. Barnes 


Los Angeles, April 9. 
The Ringling touch is noticeable 
in the Barnes’ layout this year. Last 
year Barnes sold. out to the. Amer- 
ican Circus Corp., but it wasn’t un- 
til Ringling acquired this show that 
the Barnés top started undergoing 
changes. For one thing, it is said, 
this year the Barnes show will go 
east. Other than one exception, 
some years ago when’ it: jumiped to 
New Jersey for a date, Barnes’ 
never went east beyond the Missis- 
sippi. Its main stamping ground is 
naturally around the coast and 
through the west, north anu south. 
Immediate coast time has already 
been played, with the show out two 
weeks prior to opening in L. A. at 
the Hill and Washington lot. Local 
stand is for nine days starting April 
5, With the route turning north from 
here. tinging polish includes new 
and differently cut uniforms for at- 
tendants inside and out, besides a 
seneral dress-up ef the big top and 
the side shows. One thing ruled 
out is the cushion selling racket 
It’s hardboards for everybody now. 
Just the the peddlers are still 
the with other gags and 
r ovelties. 
sarnes’ stock remains 
With few if any additions or 
actions. Carrying a total 


(Continued on page 87) 
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CARNIVAL ON BEST LOT 


Sells- Floto Couldn't Get in St. Louis 

—Ist Opposition Stand 

St. Lowis, April 15. 

contracted the 
Compton lot. Plot is 
town from the best 
Grand and Laclede 
avenue grounds, now occupied by 
the D. D. Murphy carnival. 

Ringling office made ‘a strong fight 
for the latter piece of sod, while 
Murphy, in. setting-up: last ‘week, 
announced ‘he would be there for 60 
days. 

Likely that the Sells-Floto will 
remain’ five to six days here,“going 
direct to Springfield, I1l]., first 
position stand with the 101. 


Sells-Floto 
Market and 


has 


‘ross 


location, the 


op- 


SPARKS SELLS AGAIN: 
GOING WITH RINGLING? 


Washington, April 15. 
Charles Sparks has sold the Dow- 
ney Bros. shows back again to An- 
drew Downey for the second time. 
Last year Sparks bought the out- 
fit for $125,000 and sold it back for 
$100,000. This year, though price 
was not stated, Downey made a 
profit. Show opens. April 17 in 
Havre de Grace. 
Behind it all is 
Sparks is to 
Ringling. 


the 
line up 


report that 
with John 


Park Without Band 


No band or orchestra for Columbia 
Park, N. J., launching its regular 
season April 26. Park is cutting 
down the overhead by an Ortho- 
phonic outfit. A number of dance 
halls throughout Jersey tried this 
system last summer and reported 
it a success. 

Three free acts will be: played. 


OUTDOOR NOTES 


The Addie Forepaugh Tent of Al- 
toona, Cireus Fans’ Association of 
America, has been formed with ten 
charter members, including Mayor 
John J. McMurray. The names of 
the local tent was chosen since Ad- 
die Forepaugh, son of Adam Fore- 
paugh, was a native of Pennsyl- 
vania. 





Sheldon Clark went out last week 
as head of the Chi Stalium. Sidney 
Strotz succeeds. 


George Meighan back to Chi to 
railroad the Robinson and Hagen- 
beck tricks. 


Hand-painted business cards for 
Miss Karl ‘Knecht, educational di- 
rector of Tom Mix. She paints ‘em 
herself. 


Sparks Circus will open April 17 
at Macon, Ga. 

Christy Circus carrying eight men 
on advance car. 

Cut rates will not be allowed on 
any Ringling circus this. season. 
Innovation not going so‘strong. with 
the P. A’s. 

Edward Arlington, now general 
agent, Downie Bros. Replaeed Je- 
rome Harriman. Circus will play 
Lancaster, Pa., April 28. 


John A. Driscoll, 
is back, but taking things 
easy. 


outdoors booker, 
very 


The recent death of Hans Jahns, 
equilibrist with the Ringling-B. & 
B. show, will not force the act to be 
withdrawn for the season as Jahns’ 
brother Karl will continue the turn 
with another man in Han’s place. 

Palisades (N. J.) 
Park, opens April 26. 


S-F EAST 

Ringling has decided to 
1e Sells-Floto show east fol- 
lowing its present western engage- 
ment with the idea to cash in on 
Tom Mix’s popularity. 

Mix is again the estar feat 
the show, 


Amusement 


John 
bring tl 


ure with 


—+ 


WET OPENING 
AUoato EVER 


South and Southwest Ac- 
cepted as Forecast of Dis- 
mal Outdoor Season for 
Tricks—Big Shows Doing 
Little—Some Not Enough 
to Pay Transportation 


CHISELED OVERHEAD 


Chicago, April 15. 
low grosses for car- 
nivals in the South and Midwest 
have the The 


opening season has been the most 
disastrous on record. 

Top notch outfits, as the Rubin & 
Cherry No. 1 grossed $40 at Mont- 
gomery, Ala., and a like amount the 
next day. tn Bessemer, Ala., the 
No. 2 show of the same company 
did $89 on the first day, with cor- 
responding low returns on the week. 

At Marion, Ill, the Gold Medal 
Carnival April 7-9 got only $169, 
hardly e..ocugh to pay lot rent. Still 
jfurther west at Enid, Okla., the 
Monarch Shows March 31 to April 5 
got around $300, hardly railroad 
fare. 

At Anderson, Ind., always looked 
upon as a good spot, the Sol’s Lib- 
erty Carnival took in $112 in three 
days. 

In Norfolk, Va., another spot us- 
ually pie, the Sheesley Shows, April 
7-9, got only $311. . This town, with 
its sailor population and willingness 
to go for this type of amusement, 
was a terrific disappointment, 

Other tricks, throughout’ the 
country haye suffered accordingly 
with the outlook that it will sink 
lower, if that’s possible, as the -sea- 
son rolls on, 

Low Overheads 


Carnivals are operating this year 
under the cheapest setup they have 
ever had. ‘Latge and small outfits 
are feeling the restrictions grad- 
ually squeezing them out. To save, 
all departments have been chiseled. 

(Continued on page &7) 


Extremely 


industry worried. 





Dance Barge Disaster 


Portland, Ore,, April 15. 

Dance barge “Swan,” cruising up 
Columbia river with a night party 
of 300 dancers, was struck by steel 
lumber freighter. Five were drown- 
ed and many injured. Pilots’ in- 
quiry is one to determine blame. 
Reports were that dance barge had 
improper navigation lights. 


~ $15,000 for 2 Shows 


” Chscaige, April 15. 

Westinghouse is paying Sells- 
Floto $15,000 for two evening per- 
formaneces at the Stadium week of 
April 14,’ 

Shriners paid the same price for 
a morning show for kids at the 
Coliseum a week earlier. 


FLOTO’S.MAY TERRITORY 


April 15. 
will show 





Altoona, 

The Sells+Flotoe circus 
in Altoona on- May 22, licenses al- 
ready having been obtained. With 
the old grounds partially given over 
to playground use, the lot has not 
been decided. 

Bes “Autovie’é Open- Air 
San Antonio, April 15. 

City has begun construction on 
first unit of open-air theatre in 
Breckenridge Park. 

Stage and colonnades to be com- 
pleted by May in time for San An- 
tonio Civic Opera Company 
outdoor production. 

Completed project will cost $50,- 
000 and will incorporate several 
features of St. Louis amphitheatre 
Stage will cost approximately 
$10,000. 
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Isr 0 OFF AT COL., CHI, 
BEST GROSS, $7,000 


last season with 101 
house April 6, when 
into the till. 
performances, except Sunday’s, 
than a grand. Matineeés 
with the weather against biz. 
Show moves to St: .dium. 
o 


“Duck-Lips” Manager 


opposition, as 
Largest net 
$7.000 went 


less 


irnun circus 
the 
the 


Turner over rights to publi 


exhibition of Ubangi 
duck-lipped 
has been adjusted 
agreeing to let it 
date under 


from Africa 
through Turner 
play the show 
a sub-booking provision. 

Turner established a prior con- 
tract. A mix-up of representation 
had resulted in Frank Cook signing 
the tribe when he was in Paris, 
where the beaks were on exhibition. 

Ubangis will revert to Turner's 
direction when the circus season is 
over. 


Savages 


Hanaford’s “Farm” 


The Hanafords, back from abroad, 
are for the present at Lake George 
N. Y. George Hanaford has a “rid- 
ing farm” where his circus stock 
will be kept. 

“Poodles” Hanaford, impressed by 
his brother’s picturesque place at 
the lake, is also buying. 


Carnivals 


(For current week (April 14) when 
not otherwise _ indicated.) 

Ajax, Fredericksburg, Va. 

B. & B:, Lynchburg, Va. 

Baker, Farmville, Va. 

Beaty, Ironton, Mo. 

Bee, Russellville, Ky. 

Bernardi, Vicksburg, Miss. 
Bernardi, G., Petersburg, Va, 
Barnhart, Kansas City, Mo. 
Bartlett, Keokuk, fowa,. 

Buck's, Passaic, N. J. 

Bullard, Morris, Okla. 

Bunts, Ansted, W. Va.’ 

Bruce, 21, Hopewell, Va. 

Capitol, N. Y¥. C. 

Clark’s, Darby, Pa. 

Coe, 21, Pineville, Ky. 

Dodson’s; El Dorado, Ark. 

Davis, 19, N. Y. C. 

Fairly, Springfield, Mo, 

Gibb's, Parsons, Kan, 

Galler's, Milford, O. 

Happyland, Detroit, Mich. 
Hilderbrand, Selma, Cal. 
Henry, 21, Royal Oak, Mich. 
Jones, Raleigh, 21, Greensboro, N. G 
Kaus, Portsmouth, Va. 
Ketchum’s, 26, Jersey City. 
Ketrow, 19, Chester, Va. 
Lachman, Wichita, Kan, 
Landes, Abilene, Kan, 
Latlip, Charlesten, W. Va. 
Laughlin, Newport, Ark. 
Little, Knoxville, 

Legetie, 19, New Iberia, La. 
Melville, Charlotte, N, C. 
Miller, Amite, La. 

Mimic, Graysonia, Ark. 
Monarch, Guttenberg, N. J. 
Monarch, Blackwell, Okla. 
Morris-Castle, Austin, Tex. 
Murphy, St. Louis. 

Nelson, Salinay Kan. 

Nai!l, Shreveport, La. 
Oliver, St. Lotia. 

Page, Corbin, Ky. 
Reading's, Shelbyville, Tenn. 
Rubin-Cherry, Corinth, Mies. 
Rutherford, Natalbany, la. 
Sandy's, HyéttsvMe, Md,, 
Smith. Peekskill, N. Y. 
Sheesliey, Philadelphia, 
Shive, Owensboro, Ky. 
Shueart, Breckenridge, Tex. 
Strayer, Prificeton, Ky. 
Texas, Luling, Tex. 

Wade. Detroit 

Webb; Caliente, Nev. 

Wade, R Marianne, 

Weer’ 1s, Norfolk 

Work, Afton. Okla. 
Wortham’'s, St La nhs. 
Vellowetone. Cave Nev. 
Zarra’s, Dunetien, x. J. 








Circuses 


Al G. Barnes 
Taft, Calif.; 17. Porterville: 18 
Freeno, 20. Tracy: 21, Santa 
Monterey; 23, San Jose; 24-27, 


Other | 
away off, | 


| by. Thursday 
} noon was 


i local 


tribe of 
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R-B’S FIRST WK. 
AT GARDEN 
DOES WELL 


Ringling-Barnum circus got off to 
in unexpectedly. strong start at the 
First week built to capacity 
night. Sunday after- 
a sell-out with night per- 
Sunday 


Garden. 


formance also big 
formances are reputed to share with 
benevolent 


per=- 


societies, 


7 ? 


ast season the big iow started 
This 
Simi- 
some doubt 
Without the 
office is 
last 


(;arden date kaster week. 


nm, two weeks ahead of a 
lar period, 
about att 
holiday, however, the 
said to be well 
Outfit has three weeks, 
to the Boston Madison Square Gar- 
den, the first date under canvas then 
following in Brooklyn. 


there was 
endance., 

box 
ahead of year. 


then moves 


Circus Notes 


Though running six big tops this 
season John Ringling is sticking to 
the R- show. It was thought he 
would go to Chicago for the trans- 
fer of the Sells-Floto outfit from 
the Coliseum to the Stadium. Busi- 
ness out there not so goed so far. 

Charlie Weber, 18-year-old clown 
with R-B, is a professional boxer, 
Around: Sarasota he is known as 
the fighting clown. Record is 16 
knockouts out of 19 bouts, He was 
kaoyed onee, but came hack .and 
flattened the same opponent, 
Weber’s mother rides menage and 
also the high jump in the circus, 


Ubangi Make Talk 

Those big lip women, the Ubanel 
savages, are the talk of the tow 
Somebody wanted to know how the 
chief kisses his Wives. He doesn't 
Thé blacks like their groe. When 
it°was not forthcoming they made 
a Yequest for a meat grinder and 
pails. Wanted to make cider, hard 
They accumulated a mass of apples 
for that purpose, 


Alfredo Codona is a marvel evel 
to old circus, executives, The fly 
is doing a new stunt but not hav- 
ing it announced. He. leaves his 
perch with one hand ‘gripped to the 
trapeze and does a double somer- 
sault, but of course, to a two-hand 
eatch by his brother and self, 


‘A party from the ‘ circus visited 
Lew Graham, the former Ringling 
announcer, motoring te Middletown, 
N. Y., Sunday last week. Graham’s 
memory is not impedéd but he will 
remain in the ‘insfitution 
nitely. 


Arthur Dunn Clowning 
Arthur Dunn, from vaudeville, has 
joined the big top. He is with’ the 
contingent of clowns and thinks it’s 
a great life. 


Dave Wariner of the Bob Eugene 
troupe, bar act, who fell to the stage 
on the opening night at the Garden, 
is still’ out of the show and will be 
unable to work for anothér month 
or so. Broke a bone in his wrist. 
First stated injury was @ sprain. 


Bill Conway,. centract man. with 
the Ringling shaw, ‘has been sent 
to Chicago as assistant to Zack 
Tell, manager of Sells-Floto, 

Al Butler back to -outfit after a 
trip to St. Louis to square Sells- 
Floto date there. Three circuses 
had eontract for same lot, same 
date. Al fixed and Sells show plays 
the date. 


Jake Newman Off 101 

April 15. 
out of 
for the 


Chicago, 
Newman is 
California 


J. D. (Jake) 
101. Going to 
summer. 

Newman enga 
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THOMAS J. McBRIDE 
Thomas J. McBride, 81, president, 
McBride Theatre Ticket Offices, died 


of pneumonia April 10 at his 
home, 562 West End aivenue, New 
York. His death came as a sur- 
prise and shock to his theatrical 
ft da He had been in excellent 
hea p » a hort time befo 
ime ill, the secon 1 time ! 

1 ) n I il Ss rl s bu ‘ 

If Mr McBride had lived until 
May 1 he would have rounded out 57 
years oO theatre ticket selling, a 
business he started in a small, mea 
gre way but which thrived until 


he had 14 branches in New York 
and correspondents in_ principal 
cities abroad. : 

Mr. MeBride was an Englishman. 
Upon arriving in New York he as- 
sumed charge of a newsstand in the 
old Union Square Hotel. He started 
ticket selling with a charge of 50 
cents for the service. And as the 
years progressed and Mr. McBride 
prospered he always adhered to the 
principle of maintaining one rate 
until two years ago when the New 
York legislature passed a law add- 
ing 75 cents to the ticket face price. 

Society people, government, army 
and navy officials, for many years 
obtained theatre tickets through 
McBride. Among his customers at 
one time were General Grant, Gen- 
eral Sherman, William H. Vander- 
bilt, Jay Gould, Cyrus W. Field; P. 
Morgan, James R. Keene, Joseph H. 
Choate, Thomas C. Pratt, Russell 
Sage, etc. 

Mr. McBride was organizer and 
first president of the New York 
Newsdealers Association and it was 
recalled on May 1, 1923, after 50 
years in ticket selling he bought a 
bundle of papers and sold them at 
his old stand in Union Square “just 
to keep up my record.” 

About a year ago Mr. McBride 
relinquished active direction of his 
agency which is under the manage- 
ment of his two sons, John S. Mc- 
Bride, vice-president and treasurer, 
and William McBride, secretary. 

Also surviving are two daughters, 
Mrs. John L. Snowber and Mrs. 
Fred J. Kenney. Interment in Kings- 
ton, N. Y. 





GEORGE G. KRUSE 

George G. Kruse, former circus 
clown, vaudeville dancer, show 
boat owner and in recent years 
deputy sheriff at Parish Prison 
(La.), died April 2 at the Kruse 
home in New Orleans after a long 
illness. 

Mr. Kruse when 15 ran away from 
home in Quincey, Ill., and joined 
Cross & Le Roy's circus. For 15 
years he trouped under canvas for 
LeRoy and became one of the best 
known clowns of that day. He had 
done a contortion act with W. W. 
Cole in the 60’s. In addition to 
clowning he was an acrobat and 
contortionist. He had also teamed 
up with other famous circus men 
including Albert Guyer of the Guyer 
Bros.; John Robinson, Dan Rice, 
who gave Kruse permission to car- 
ry on his name; Ed. Nary, Carnard 
Bros. and Jim Matthews. He also 
clowned with a trick pony. He 
toured the south with French and 
Monroe shows and he appeared in 
theatres in his comedy sketch, 
“Silence and Fun.” In New Orleans 
he and Dan Rice formed the act 
of Dan Rice and Dan Rice, Jr., and 
upon splitting Kruse became known 
as George Rice, 

In 1885 Kruse and his brother 
bought and operated a show boat 
which plied the: Mississippi, making 
annual stops from New Orleans to 
Cincinnati. In 1905 they sold the 
boat and Kruse settled in New Or- 
leans. 

In later life he became a prison 
official but illness forced him to re- 
sign about four years ago. 

His widow, two daughters and a 
son survive. Of the daughters, the 
younger, Marilyn Kruse has been a 
dancer with Albertina Rasch and 
Chester Hale ballets in New York. 

Interment in New Orleans. 





NAT PHILLIPS 

Nat Phillips, 41, for many years 
identified in show business as pro- 
ducer, manager and agent, dropped 
dead of a heart attack in Los An- 
geles, April 10. His death came 
suddenly, occurring in his room at 
the Continental Hotel, just two days 
after he had arrived from Ney 
York. 

Mr, Phillips was in good health 
and as far as known nad never com- 
plained of illness. For years in the 
east he was associated with Jack 
Lait and at one time handled Henry 


Santrey’s orchestra, His other ac- 
tivities were confined to producing 
ind managing acts and shows. 


Several years ago he produced 
1 colored revue in New York with 
Miller and Lyles, backed by the 
late Arnold Rothstein, it was said. 
Rothstein was a personal friend of 
Phillips’ and on a number of occa- 
e|Sions became it terested in ventures 
with him 
Mr, Phill pS prese nt trip to the 
coast was on his own, with the in- | 
tention of remaining there perma- | 
nentls He went out with several 
propositions. The morning he died 
Phillips was up and about in the| 
hotel, changing his room and ad- 
justing his trunks. Attack to his! 


heart came quickly and sudden and 
before a doctor arrived he had ex- 
pired. 

Bobby Crawford assumed charge 
of the remains, which was sent to 
Chicago for burial, where his mother, 
Mrs. Bessie Leff, resides. Besides 
the mother he is survived by his 
wife, Martha Vaughn, singer, a 
seven-year-old daughter, and five 
brothers and sisters. 


MME. ALBANI 
Madame Albani, 77, famous prima 
donna, died in London, April 3, 
after a week’s illness. She had 
been singing for 55 years on her re- 
tirement in 1911 and in her later 
years gave singing lessons. De- 
ceased was of French-Canadian 
parentage and commenced her sing- 
ing in the choir of St. Joseph's 
Cathedral, New York. During her 
spectacular career she was a fa- 


IN LOVING MEMORY OF 


FRED ARUNDEL 


Who Departed This Life 
April 14, 1929 


Helene M. Arundel 





vorite of royalty, at one time court 
singer to the German Emperor. In 
1925 a special concert was arranged 
for her by Melba, at the close of 
which it was announced King George 
had made her a Dame of the Brit- 
ish Empire. 

Some time ago she published a 
book of memoirs under the title, 
“Forty Years of Song.” Famous 
works inspired by her were Gounod’s 
“Mors et Vita,” Dvorak’s “The Spec- 
ter’s Bride,” and “St. Ludmila”; 
while Sir Arthur Sullivan’s “The 
Golden Legend” was specially writ- 
ten for her, 





BLANCE DE BAR BOOTH 
Blance deBar Booth, 86, actress 
and niece of Edwin Booth, died 
April 14 at the Brunswick Home, 
Amityville, Long Island. She had 
been ill for a long time. 

The daughter of Junius Brutus 
Booth, 2d, and Clementina deBar, 
she was married to George Riddell, 
who died many years ago. 

Retired from the stage in 1900 to 
conduct a dramatic school in Min- 
neapolis. 

Funeral services will be held to- 
day (Wednesday) from the Little 
Church Around the Corner, 1 East 
29th street, New York City, at 2 
o... Mm In accordance with her 
wishes, the remains will be cre- 
mated and the ashes placed in the 
Actors’ Fund plot, Evergreen Ceme- 
tery, Brooklyn. 





ANITA FOY 
Anita Foy (Anita Foy Tipper), 
actress, died in Richmond Hospital, 


burns. 

Deceased, niece of Ernest Edel- 
sten, was only 20, and a dancer in 
“Here Comes the Bride” at the Pic- 
cadilly theatre. 





“Spanish Eyes.” 


immediately enveloped in flames. 


cumbed a few hours later. 
HERBERT FISCHER 
Herbert Fischer, 


operation. 


wife and two children. 


formerly operated Victor theatre in 
Akron, O. 
Interment in Bradfard, Pa. 
J. E. BOWEN 
J. E. Bowen, 50, president of Red 
| Wing Picture Productions, died 
April 7 at his home in Hollywood. 





With five others 
she motored to Twickenham to take 
part in a ballet scene for a film, 
While waiting a 
call, her flimsy dress ignited from 
an Electric radiator and she was 


Despite prompt succor, she suc- 


Cleveland film 
man, died last week as result of an 
He is survived by his 
Fischer 
was associated with Abe Fischer, 
Tiffany-Stahl branch manager, and 


He is survived by his wife. Bowen 
was active in producing circles for 
the past 12 years, during which 
time he invented and controlled the 
patent rights to slow motion pho- 
tography. 





ART ADAIR 
Art Adair, 61, clown many years 
lwith all the large circuses, died 
| April 5 in Chicago from effects of 
| injuries received in auto accident 
two years ago. 








In private life Adair was Arthur 
Survived by his wife. In- | 
Elmhurst, 


| Langan 
| terment in 
April 9, 


Chic iBo, 


MRS. DANE CLAUDIUS 
Mrs. Dane Claudius of the vaude- 
ville team of Claudius and Scarlet 
died April 1 in Burbank, Cal. 

Mrs. Claudius and her husband, 
who survives, retired five years ago. 


Frank J. Spare, 85, gateman at 
the Radio studios, died April 10 at 
his home in Hollywood. His death 
terminated nine years’ service at 
the studios, beginning when Robert- 
son-Cole first built the plant. He 
is survived by a wife and daughter. 





William Lynch, 23, assistant east- 
ern program director for the NBC, 
died April 13 in New York, follow- 
ing operation for appendicitis. Wid- 
ow and child, aged two, survive. A 
detailed account is in the radio sec- 
tion of this issue. 


. 





Mrs. Jane Maloney, 60, mother off 
Janette Gilmore, actress, formerly 
of “Rio Rita” died March 19 in 
Hollywood, Cal. from eflects of 
operation for tumor. She had just 
returned from Australia where she 
had toured with her daughter. 





Max Waldman, 65, father of the 
theatrical Waldman family, died 
April 13 in Bayside, L. I Ted, Al 
and Selma, all of vaude; Shep, 
agent, and the wife survive. 





William E. Van Doren, 57, musi- 
cian with the Chicago Little Sym- 
phony orchestra, died at the West 
Suburban hospital April 13, in Chi- 
cago from injuries in an auto acci- 
dent, 








E. E. Hopkins, 45, part owner of 
the Standard Casting Directory, 
died April 12 in Hollywood after a 
long illness. 

A sister, 
vives, 


not professional, sur- 





DEATHS ABROAD 


Paris, April 4. 

George Jefferys Adam, 47, English 
journalist (N. Y. “Sun,” etc.), died 
in Paris. 

Marie Kalb, 76, former actress of 
the Comedie Francaise, Paris, re- 
tired in 1905. 

Jenny Rosny, French comedienne. 
Widow of late Maurice Level, 
French novelist. 

Tina di Lorenzo, 57, Italian actress, 
died in Milan. Her husband, Ar- 
mando Falconi, theatrical director, 
was present. 


Chatter in London 


(Continued from page 66) 

don night club, where they hug by 
the thousand. 

Gwladys Stanley abed with sci- 
atica. So unsatisfactory—sciatica. 

Freddie Foss was nearly gassed 
in his bath. Better luck next time. 

Gilbert Miller’s gone back to the 
States, which serves him right. 

Naval parley is slipping lower 
and lower in the news, Fleet Street 
just can’t get to town to bite. 

Hyde Park Church Parade, tra- 





England, April 1, of shock following| ditional dress lounge, now peopled 


by suburbans, 

Women generally are het up the 
way leading restaurants won't let 
them eat unescorted. 

Wilime Berkeleye boasts she’s got 
the best stage voice—not saying 
much. 

American renters raising squawks 
at the prices charged for floor ren- 
tals by British studios, 

Maisie Gay burlesquing Marie 
Tempest is just Maisie Gay as 
Maisie Gay. 

yordon Marsh quitting cabaret for 
pierrot costume. So much more 
restful. 

George Atkinson of the “Express” 
tripped specially to Berlin for prem- 
iere of German talker. 

Lupino Lane’s landed in the Brit- 
ish studios--fraternizing with Har- 
ry Lachman ir “Yellow Mask.” 

“Down with Dora,” ‘Trocadero’s 
most successful supper show threat- 
ens to close. 

New radio film critic, John Greer- 
son, highbrow. He thinks on the 
future of the cinema as art. 

Example of dumb way saps try 


is evidence in fact that, on train 
wreck in Lancashire recently, Lon- 
don office of one sheet hadn't got 
enough petty cash in hand to send 
two legmen north. Staff did a 
whip-round and gave the boys a 
holiday. 

“When East Meets East” got 
razzed off at the Empire during the 
week it held. 

British talker players waste gs. @. 
on sob sisters and reap reward in 
columns. 

The Charles Farrell in “Cape 
Forlorn” ain’t the guy you're think- 
ing of. 

Decorations of the new Prince 
Edward theatre put it in the red 
before it starts. 

Professor Steinhof is 
of a guy running loose, 
on stage lighting. 

Betty Stockfield reckons she’s a 
great film star—after the art de- 
partment had changed the contours. 
Stafford Dickens, now in New 
York, is having a piece presented 
by the Repertory Players. 

“There's a Song in My Heart” is 
backed as a future winning num- 
ber here. 

Francis Mangan’s Plaza _ Tiller 
Girls are the snappiest bevy of 
chorines in town. 

Indications are Monty Banks has 
made up his rumpus with British 
International, 

Everytime you find a good site for 
a new theatre it’s too good—worth 
more for a commercial enterprise. 
Milton Rosmer het up with Mau- 
rice Elvey. Rosmer remade an old 
Elvey silent and Maurice gets 
screen title. 

Mme. Galli-Curci’s remark grand 
opera is dead is reckoned by the 
saphisticates to indicate she’s itch- 
ing for a talker. 

“Almost a Honeymoon,” which 
couldn’t get a break as a play, is 
to be made as a talker by British 
International. 

After half Fleet Street had been 
clamoring to get on the new “Daily 
Herald,” half on are hoping to get 
off. 

Folks are discovering the reason 
why railways run non-stop trains to 
British watering places. If stop- 
ping, passengers think better of it 
and quit. 

Only snappy yarns going the 
rounds at present are the ones 
crooned from the cradle. Shortage 
of new material believed due to the 
absence of American visitors. 

On results, Victor Taylor, of Brit- 
ish Filmcraft, is about the best 
space hound in the studios. Unit 
never does a thing; Taylor gets 
every where, 


~ Loop Chatter 


(Continued from page 67) 


the name 
lecturing 








any he caught. Then manager 
threw a party last week for two 
lawyers and five of the girs at- 
tended. 

So many kidders called Harlem 
1999, the number of Amos 'n’ Andy’s 
supposed Fresh Air Taxi office that 
the colored people really having that 


phone number went nuts. Number 
discontinued. a 

Soft shoer calling himself Warren 
trying to get free ducats for Broad- 
way shows via phone. Claims to be 
on “Variety.” A phoney. 

Wife of Lep Solomon, Music Box 
treasurer, operated on at Women’s 
hospital last week. Reported favor- 
able. 

B. & K. ordered 6,000 hard- 
boiled eggs to give away to kids 
in the neighborhoods on Easter Sun- 
day. 

Ed Lewis, music publisher, still 
limping around with a cane after 
having sprained his ankle in the 
blizzard. 

When a census-taker asked Bar- 
ney Dean what his profession was, 
and he answered “vaudevillian,” she 
insisted he tell her what he did for 
a living. 

Guy Robertson returned to the 
lead in “Nina Rosa” after the Shu- 
berts changed their minds about 
putting him into “Three Little 
Girls.” 

The stock company kings, Frank 
and Dudley Gazzola, father-son 
team, are contemplating “Strange 
Interlude” for the neighbors who 
frequent Kedzie theatre. 

Jane Love, captain of the chorus 
in “Street Singer” and from Spring- 
field, Ill., was crowned “Miss Lib- 
erty” by the V, F. W. in another 
beauty contest. 

Some of the giris are growing 
alarmed over the near future pos- 
sibility of television telephones. 
They may have to take the phones 
out of the bathrooms when that 





to run small-time national dailies 





happens, the ‘girls claim. 


Bway Chatter 





(Continued from page 66) 


gathered and the proprietress, upog 
Jack’s departure, addressed the 
gang, saying: “You know who det 
vas—Jeck Ukie. Jeckie used to itt 
here before he was nobuddy en he 
kem beck ull de vay from Holle- 
hwoot to itt here again.” Jack ig 
at Par’s L. I, studios for awhile. 
Plenty of the younger generae« 
tion, brothers and sisters, sons and 
daughters, of Broadway stars, ale 


most old enough to follow foote 
steps. 
Christo gave Broadway's night 


clubs a break this last week. Did 
you know his last name was Toutae- 
moulis? That may be a little wrong, 
but you get the idea. 

Gladys Frazin phoned from Lone- 
don to tell her folks in Riverside 
drive that “On the Spot,” Chicago 
play in which she is starred, is a 
hit in London. 

‘Kay Lazell, in the floor show at 
the Club Abbey, is a daughter of 
Elizabeth lLeitzel, formerly of 
Healy’s Golden Glades. Her mother 
is at the club with her every night. 

Helen Lowell, veteran trouper, in 
“Wise Child,” returns nightly to her 
Connecticut farm at Norwalk, 45 
miles by train and stage coach from 
Broadway. 

On strength of Joe Frisco’s per- 
formance in a talking short War- 
ners is dangling a feature contract 
under the comic’s rebuilt smeller, 

During this Passover week the 
pigeons which congregate on the 
window sills of the Jewish Theatri- 
cal Guild for daily feeding by Loney 
Haskell are getting matzohs. 

As indicated, Preston Sturgess 
and the society girl friend eloped, 
with the deb’s, mother all but pros~ 


trated. More publicity for the E 
F. Huttons. 
Walter Plimmer, who retired, 


has decided, after vacationing the 
winter in Florida, that he’d rather 
pine in the Times Square cubby hole 
than under a southern palm. 

First National has started a 
Hollywood Show Girls’ Club for the 
dancers in “Fifty Million French- 
men.” Herb Crooker is up against 
it for engaging rules. 

Picture tritics on the dailies now 
get sheet music in advance along 
with the other picture dope. 

Doris Jay has a new coat that 
fits. 

Paramount feted James T. Ruck- 
er and Willard Vander Ver, camera 
men who were with Admiral Byrd 
on his trip to the South Pole, at a 
dinner at the Ritz-Carlton last 
night (Tuesday). 

No answer yet for Lew Leslie 
from Alice Brady, offered Gertrude 
Lawrence's bit parts in “Int. Rev.” 
Miss Lawrence about to leave, 
Leslie reported figuring Miss Brady, 
in her first musical, would be handy 
for blackouts—and exploitation. 

Frances Arms says her husband, 
Abe Lastfogel, tries to cut her sal- 
ary in his sleep. Whenever she lis- 
tens in, according to Frances, Abe 
is snoring “250.” Frances says he 
must raise that figure, sleep on his 
side or else. 

Peggy Schenck, 14, daughter of 
Joe Schenck, completed course in 
dancing; Al K. Hall, Jr., 14, can 
step with any of the hoofers; Billie 
Worth, 13, sister of Colie and 
Gracie Worth, principals in “Sketch 
Book.” 

Janette McLaigh and Grace 
George are among the celebs who 
have their nails manicured a la 
technicolor—green for a _ green 
gown; pink for pink and black for 
black. It’s the mode, folks, the 
mode! 

Rita Carita has a “real-name 
complex,” which means that she has 
on her finger-tips the true monick- 
ers of film celebs. If you think the 
real tag of Joan Crawford is Lucile 
Leceur, Rita will lay you 20 to 1 
you're wrong. She knows—she 
says. 

Lowdown on a recent Park ave- 
nue party, where the champagne 
flowed uphill, is that the young so- 
ciety deb who gave it was celebrat- 
ing a fire which destroyed a nega- 
tive of her in a chemise. The neg 
was held by a syndicate editor, who 
used it as a black-jack whenever 
he wished an exclusive picture of 
her. 

When Paul Frawley left for the 
coast his brother Bill agreed to take 
over Paul's apartment. But Paul 
knowing Bill is ag’in valets made 
a stipulation. Bill must take all 
that goes with the apartment. Bill 
said he didn't know how to behave 
around a valet. But Paul insisted. 
Bill agreed. They caught Bill back- 
stage in his dressing room long after 
the close of the performance the 
other night—he was afraid to go 





home. 
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Englewood | 
Capacity as usual Tuesday night | W°rs, _C, Petrillo 
i 10-act preview of the musicians’ local, 
er ives |}ing everything except an ultimatum 
Opening was the Hess to the churches to put them to work 


James C, president 


is consider- 


and Schultz 


revue, with two men doing some | Recent closings of small houses 
smooth hoofing and two femmes ‘have made the situation acute 
singing well. Dexter, Web and | =o 

Diaz, two men and a girl, have a} Fall schedule of Erlanger-Powers 
nice guitar and dance routine, the |houses has Simple Simon ooked 
girl doing some clever semi-acro- |to open the season at the Illinois 
bactics and the boys some real jand “It’s a Wise Child” at the E 
twanging. Sylvester and Vance |langer. Blackstone will again offe 
over easily with comedy chatter. |N, Y. Theatre Guild attractions 
3ritt Wood, doubling from _ the — 

State-Lake for a guest performance, Lou McDermott rehearsing a 


was a solid smash with his Rube |troupe of kids he will take back to 

talk and his wow harmonica play- | New York for a Par short. 

ing. Kate Pullman and Babe La- a 

tour (New Acts) went over, Hugh Adams here organizing tent 
Opening regular bill was Ethel |Show for upper Wisconsin. 

Marino, iron-jaw and trapeze work- —_—— 

er, and big. She works smoothly Clyde Elliott has completed pay- 

with some excellent strength stunts, |Ment of all 

Padgette and Lubin, blackface pair, exception of the claim 


Don Dixon 


managed a couple of laughs, then | Which will be settled by arbitration 
made the grade with guitar and ; — - 
harmonica, “Grand Slam,” six girls Kondorf Bros. are east organiz- 


and a man, missed completely, with ing companies for Rochester and 

week business on bridge parties. Buffalo; to open in Rochester, April 
‘ 99 = Seal ¢ 

Vocalizing also off, and the whole |*2, and Buffalo, April 30. 


act appecred messy. Gordon and . ee 
Paris, excellent performers, with Ethel] Bennett's companies of “Big 


and “Mollocs” for the Red- 
path circuit. in rehearsals here. 


. . » ra 
showing a fine of | Pond 


and the girl an 


Gordon 
comedy 


grasp 
attractive 


looker. Their act has_ several —_—Sae 
laughs but dies toward the close Rehearsals for Clarence Cramer's 
with weak gags and recitations, |Passion Play started April 7. 


Snow’s Broadway Pirates, nine men = - 
“Vagabond King” 


and two women, song and dance 
flash, with the boys in chorus hoof- | (Par) forces rerouting of Publix 
ing and harmonica work, pleased, |UMIts, “Red Rhythm” and “Jazz 
One-legged dance an outstanding | Preferred,” for the week of May 2. 
bit. } 





Length of 





With 150 theatre organists out of | 


lis alleged. Mi 


Equity claims with the | 
} 
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theatre. Dew was formerly manager 
of the Rialto, 
Jayers’ Club opened Friday. 
do three 
though weather 
that season. 


of best 





Will 


already proclaims 
Local Players’ Club one 
non-professional groups in 
South, with own symphony orchestra. 
Katie 
Ky., is able to walk after crippled 
for a year and a half, according to 
her mother and friends, who attrib- 
ute the cure to hypnotism. The hyp- 
notism was administered by Charles 
L. Daniel, Hopkinsville attorney, it 
3s Gamble fell and in 
é hip and ankle at a ma? 
was € 


re plant where 


TOLEDO 


By E. H. GOODING 
Paramount—‘‘Light of Western Stars 
Valentine—“Be Yourself 
Pantheon-—-‘Strictly Modern.” 
Vita-Temple—‘‘Beau Bandit.” 
Princess ‘Guilty ?” 

State— Review of Hits Week (change) 
Empire— Burlesque (stock): 





Fred Williams, bill poster, 
O., shot in both legs last week by 
owner of chicken house on which he 
was tacking 24-sheets advertising 
pictures. 


Priscilla (Charnas-Feigley chain), 


running “‘Mysteries of Lové (sex 
lecture), with “living girl models” 
and spiel by “Prof.” A. D. Baylor 
Continuous, 9:30 a. m. to 11 p. m. at 
35c. 


carried off 
safe in National theatre (Smith- 
Beidler neighb), getting contracts, 
house and film records and $107 in 
b. o. receipts, last week, Police try- 


Burglars 300-pound 


ing to connect crime with $1,500 
holdup of Charnas-Fejgley chain 
headquarters in Strand. 

William Leonhardt, former Rivoli 
orchestra leader, paroled last week 














“Second Wife” (Radio) feature. | . y 
a CORRESPONDENCE 
Belmont lls 

Only stage —. showing ~— = All matter in CORRESPONDENCE refers to current week unless 
this house before it reverts to Pub- otherwise indicatec 
jix, and the bookers are heaving 4 | The cities under Correspendence in this issue of Variety are as 
sigh of relief. The 10-act Friday | follows and on pages: 
night bills have not been so hot} a 
a nN, ieth. t | Beg By yg Bre GP PROM TEAL. ci ccceviccns ‘ . 87 

1itey Roberts, on sixth, began | | 

floppo with his Scandinavian mono- | TUE. cane aseaeee veewu 008 86 | NEWARK oseee osene0esens 87 
log, but finished red hot and on top ee ee errr Ty 86 | oe he eee eerwees eeeree - 
with his flat hoofing and rope-skip- | [ae COO UeR.- dsvetrcoed iwdeesaesen 
ping work. Parker and Davis, man BROOKLYN ........-...005- said i PEe POE «sbesidscavasoda 85 
and girl semi-collegiate team, who ME “seeedon neat eves dese 1 POCHROTER .... . cacucccicce EN 
recently showed at the Englewood, UNE acca cc edane danaw ees 85 | SALT LAKE CITY 86 
and on just before Roberts, were | ¢o, EVELAND 85 | SAN DIEGO .............00ce. 86 
also a wow with their hoofing, and | Nee Aree try. toes ma Ce ee 
the girl’s triple-tap toe charleston is | Sepeey pan nnneseeenendecagas 4h etetreweritg svesecccces = 
there. eees eocescecesseres ODO | QGARANAYU LARGE ..ccces - 

Opening, the O’Malley Sisters, five a ear od eae FUE GeSesteoces Cash awe 3 
girls, one at the piano and four in a|f INDIANAPOLIS .............. 86 | SYRACUSE ...... x ‘ee naes 86 
jine, a new flash, are not there at all |[-LOS ANGELES ............ . 86) TOLEDO ....... eee TT 
except with the finishing number. || LOUISVILLE ....... telbeheses 85 WASHINGTON : 85 

1 the deuce, Miller and Murphy, | Eto abana ei 

man and girl comedy and hoof team | JiR Sr 2 eee 85 MIME APOLIG ccvecvccdecets 87 
wet over easy house. Bob Milliken 





fiew in from Hollywood, old-time 
gags and songs n. s. g. The Golden 
bird, singing canary, is still good 
entertainment following the violin’s|nada and Marbro. 
strains, and was great for the kids — 
and pazanmas. Came Parker and B. & K. will hold auditions for 
Davis, then Whitey Roberts, and the | Jobby acts April 21 to 28. 

Ray Parker and Co. the unusual cindpentiesah 
Jezerdemain act with the concealed 
loud speaker in the auto doing the 
business. 

Ray and Nord, singing and musi- 
eal team, were a surprise in next to i 7 
closing, banjo work by the one who Bradley Kincaid, W LS radio name, 
looks like Babe Ruth being excellent, | booked into the Palace, South Bend, 
and some fast, silly songs and chat- | on guarantee and percentage. 
ter. Acceptable regularly. Arthur = 





Rialto, Plymouth, Ind., 
leased to George Zeddos, 
ming, O., for 15 years. 


has been 
of Wil- 











Boran’s “Melodyland,” flash, new in Added housee for R-K-O'’s Kan- 
these parts, closed with a god ex-|sas City office are Grand Island, 
hibition and unusual routine on big | Neb., Colorado Springs,‘ El Paso, 
stairs by two men and a girl. M.c¢.| Tucson and Casper, Wyo. 
. unnecessary, but girl who does 

felen Kane imitation fits. > 4 

on - » y Ettleson added to R-K-O 

“Second Wife” (Radio) and Pathe} ,, any 

AD ate road sta‘. 
News completed. Loop. 
= : ~-< - “Doc” Wilcox has left as treas- 


urer of the Garrick. Stanley Levin, 


assistant, succeeds. 





When in Chicage 
Visit These Hits 


Three Schnozzles were in a 
schnozzling predicament with the 
western R-K-O office last week, but 
the $4,500 act finally squirmed into 
a second week at the Palace with 
New York's sanction. 

When Clayton, Jackson and Du- 
rante were advertised to appear at 














A‘ H. weseey 
DELPH 
BROCK PEMBERTON Presents 


STRICTLY DISHONORABLE 


Comedy Hit by PRESTON STURGES Ralph Capone's Cotton Club, loca) 
Staged by -K. t e int roa 

Antoinette Perry and Mr. Pemberton R-K-O office - nt a -_ ef pened 
“An evening of delight.” and melted the wires between here 
—Heywood Broun. “McCall's” Mag. and New York, declaring it was a 


a breach of contract and asking that 
————,, | the trio be canceled, despite 
holdover agreement, 








WEEKS 
Y 


ERLANGER ONL 


Mats. Sun., Wed. and Sat. the 


See the Vanishing Whippet Car 
vd 10 Beautifal Girls y 


THURSTON 


The Famous Magician and His Daughter, 
JANE. Singing, Dancing Cemedienne } 


already 
was 


face of newspaper ads 
announcing the holdover, 


forced to let the three Jumberja: 
stay on the bill. 





— 


LOUISVILLE 


—i—ooertaeoee + )|6@y OARS O GILSERT 








Alameo— ‘Cameo Kirby."’ 
S Mary And a—Only B 
R. K. O. WoOoD aa ~ “Helle, Sister 











for David F. Dow at the Hill Street 


its j 


Local staff finally placated and in| 


“ . , ° Rialto——“‘No, No, Nanette 
+ T ay one Screen Versior ot State— "Be Yourss 
avid Belasco's Fearless Piay strand “Tice Ros 
’ (sayetys Stoc} bur 
a7 ’ a : 
LADIES OF LEISURE Ritz— Stock bur 
With Barbara Stanwyck, Kalph eee . st 
(rraves, Lowell Sherman, Marie Brady Brown, formerly usii at 
Prevost, Geo. Faweett, Johnnie }| Rialte, R-K-O, has gone 
Walker iY Francisco, where he is floor manager 
' 


Instead of playing the Uptown and , to 
Paradise, units will go to the Gra- | 





| 





ks | 
| Robe t 


Traffic Inspector Thomas J. 
O'Reilly, after suspended sentence of 
90 days in jail, fined $50 and costs, 
and forbidden by court to drive auto 
for 60 days. Charged with driving 
while intoxicated after car hit police 
speed car and overturned twice. 
Leonhardt and companion. unin- 
jured 





Sells-Floto circus first billed for 
Toledo this spring. Set for May 13. 





Paramount keeping weekday 
prices Saturdays to stimulate biz. 
Now 35c to 1 p. m., 50c to 6 p. m., 
then 65c. 


toyal (Smith & Beidler neighb),. 
swept by fire last fall, has reopened. 
Although wired, it is still showing 
silent pictures, two features and 
daily change, 10-15e. 





Hill Gardens, new nite club, just 
opened. Chateau La France, owned 
by Greiner & Marks, 
Green Mill, reopened for summer. 


a 


CLEVELAND 


By GLENN C. PULLEN 


Ohio—‘‘Front Page.” 

Play House—‘‘And So To Bead 

Stillman—'‘‘Around the World 

Hipp Mamba.” 

Allen ‘Lummox.” 

State Roadhouse Nights 

Palace—'‘Cohens and Kellys in Scot 
lana vVaude 

105th ‘Golden Calf.” 


Columbia— Buriesque (stock 


~ 





} 
Hanna goes dark for Palm Sunday | 


due to lack of road shows. 

MeLaughlin plans Ohio's 
summer stock opening “Front Page,” 
using Pat O’Brien and John Gallau 
det, of original cast. 


Week, 


Walsh, former supe! 
eo Warner-Stanley 

Pittsburgh territory 

manager of Hipp. He replaces 

Willian Watsor , out ai account of 


noo ‘ tf 





Ralph J. 
house in 


appointed 


Stock burlesque opens at Colun 


to San! bia headed by Danny De Mar and 


Billie B 


hres ‘INE 


sjilus Mort £eon 


with James 


plays before summer, al- | 


Marion, | 


operators of | 


ithe Bi 





VARIETY BUREAU 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


416 The Argonne 
1629 Columbia Road, N. W. 
Telephone Columbia 4630 











Gamble, 21, of Hopkinsville, | 


By HARDIE MEAKIN 


National (Erlanger-Rapley) Steve 
Cochran's sto 

Poli’s Shubert Scandals” Apr 
l Walter lHiampden n Shakespeare 
Apr 2a) 

Pictures 

Columbia Men A ! 

Karle St Modert 

Fox Big Pa 

Met The Fur 

Palace i 

RKO (We hs lL.adies of Leisure 

1 een) 

Rialto Captain of the Guard April 
Steve Cochran's st k at the Na 
tional getting excellent start and 
jraves from the reviewers. Harold 
Phillips, former d. e. of the Limes, 


land now doing publicity for Coch- 
ran was married last week to }) val 
girl. 


Joseph Kimmel, a kid usher for 
two years at the Fox, stepped out 
after many hours of practicing and 
landed himself cabaret. His 


hoofing went and he is 


Lotus 
over big 


now nN ( ing Too. 


End” had a spl 


two weeks’ at Poli's. 


“Tourney’'s 


Educational films turned out by 
the Department of Agriculture and 
ithe Bureau of Mines now include 
jlarge number of talkers. No thought 
lyet, however, of discontinuing the 
| silents, 


John Boles in person for two days 


with “Captain of the Guard,” which 
reopens the Rialto (U) April 19. 
Original plan was to reopen with 


Paul Whiteman’'s “King of Jazz” at 
1$2, but this was switched to bring in 
ithe Boles-LaPlante feature. White- 
man picture may be only deferred at 


higher scale. 


DALLAS 


By RUDY DONAT 


Majestic The Racketeer vaude 
| Palace The Divorce."’ 
| Melba——‘‘Street of Chance.” 
| Old Mill—‘Murder Wi'l Out.” 
Capitol—‘“Dance Hal) 


Fritz Leiber in Shakespeare rep 
ertoire booked for next season with 
dates also in Denton, San Antonio, 
Austin, Memphis (Tenn.), Houston, 
Tulsa, Okla., and New Orleans. 


Publix’s Palace ‘doing average 
j}around $12,000 (about $5,000 loss). 
Once leading house in city. With- 


out units, m.c., or band, $6,000 been 
deducted from operating costs, of- 
ficials claim the house still makes 
money. Majestic (Interstate) heav- 
jest opposish two blocks up Elm 
street, still sticks around the $15,000 
margin. 


John Rosenfield, Jr., 
Dallas News, in New 
daily review column. 


critic for 
York wiring 


ATLANTIC CITY 


By GEO. R. WEINTRAUB 

The opening of the new Shubert 
|}musical, “So This Is Paris,” featur- 
ing Chie Sale, was postponed from 
Monday to last night (Tuesday). It 





}will play at the Apollo but four 
days with the usual Wednesday 
matinee and an extra on Friday. 
Show gives way to the Mask and 


| Wig production, “John Faust, Ph.D.,, 
lot the University of Pennsylvania 
on Saturday. The Shubert show 
goes next to Philadelphia. 
| An exact replica of the minstrel 
|parade in Al Jolson’s new picture, 
| “Mammy” was staged on the Board- 
|} walk last Saturday by the Warner 
theatre. 
The day of band concerts having 
| become a thing of the past, the Steel 


|Pier management is turning the 
music hall into a modern theatre. 
Vaude and pictures or minstrel 
shows during the summer season 


| probably. 


BUFFALO 


By SIDNEY BURTON 
Buffalo Benson Murder Case 
‘ emtury inder a Texas Moon 
Hipp Strietly Modern.” 


{ (reat Lakes "The Golden Calf.” 
' lafayette The Night Ride.” 
frayety Rarin’ To Go" (Mutual) 


Edward P. Hartnett has been ap- 
pointed city editor of the Buffalo 
|“Evening News,” succeeding the late 

William F. O'Connell. Hartnett he 
| aN newspaper work as copy boy on 
ffalo “Courier” in 19061. 


Sang, manager of the 


Leonard B 


Shubert-Teck, is taking charge of 
the reopening of the Whiting opera 
house in Syracuse, under the man- 
agement of the Shuberts. The open- 
ing attraction at the Whiting will be 
the Erlanger-Tyler revival of “The 
| Rivals,” April 17. 


Sunday pictures will be submitted 
to the voters of Westfield April 25 
| for a second vote, the last referen- 
i dum being nullified by 54 ineligible 





votes and $0 votes not registering or 
the machines 

| 

feginninge this week the t 
ette square ila rates a new } 
icy of inx of yveekl\ F 
on I ke if té } < Sit 
Swit made to accommod 
Fanchon-Marco reviews uw 
mp from Buffalo to Worces 
\I SS openi ge Saturdays 


\ nae Shea ¢ Shea Publix 
arrived in Buffalo this wee 
j}aiter a two montns 
| Manhattan Beach home to formu!ate 
plans for the spring and summe 
programs at Shea houses here. 


absence at his 


PITTSBURGH 


By HAROLD W. COHEN 


Nixon Strange Interlude”; (3d wh 
Alvin-—-Dark. 
| Pitt—<chariey's Aunt” (Sharp stock) 
| Academy—Stock burlesque. 
Pictures 
Stanley Light of Western Stars 
tage show 
| Penn Locked Door stage show 
} Aldine Men Without Womer 
Warner Benson Murder Case’ 
week) 
Harrie—'it's a Great Life’; vaude 
Enright—"‘Phantom of the Opera 
stage show 


Sheridan Square ‘Girl In the Port 


Liberty ‘Anna Christie 
Legit season to wind up here 
early next month. Thurston, wh< 


successful weeks in 
week of May 
Nixon ends up 
with “Sherloct 
will also end tour 


had two highly 
January, to return 
12 to Alvin. 

week earlier 
Holmes,” which 
here. 


close 





Joe Falvo, previously with Stan- 
ley stage band, has left for Cl 
where he is to have his ow? 


at Hotel Morrison, 


| 
j 
i agro, 
band 


| 

| “Happy Days,” which didn't do so 
jhot on its first run here, is mopping: 
|up in the neighborhood stands. 

| Vaude has two more weeks at the 
|Harris. Then the house reverts t 
istraight pictures for the summeée 
At Harris in McKeesport, vaude 
finishes up first week in May fo: 
straight summer pictures, 


Tom Gerun and his band leave 


William Penn hotel next week to 
open at Lincoln Tavern,. Chicag: 
jernie Cummings will replace hin 
here. 


MILWAUKEE 


By FRANK J. MILLER 


Alhambra—‘‘The Rogue Song’ (34 
week) 
Davidson—Chariotte 
“Mebbe”’ (legit). 
Garden—“Under a 
week). 
Gayety—Burlesque (Mutual). 
Majestic —"Spring Is Here.” 
Merrili—**They Learned About 


Greenwood with 


Texas Moon” (24 


Wem- 
en.’ 
Pabst—"‘German play Sunday; con- 
certs. 
Palace-Orpheum—"‘Be Yourself.’ 
Riverside—‘"‘Piaying Around”; vaude. 
Strand ‘Blaze o’ Glory.” 
Wiseconsin—''The Girl Said No,” 
show. 


L. A. Greier added to Fox pub 
licity department to succeea pidney 
Stein who went to R-K-O. 


Manager Orlove (Fox Uptown) 
informed police were putting park- 
ing tags on cars of theatre patrons. 
stopped the film and advised car 
owners to move them before pink 
tickets were issued, About 40 hur- 
ried out and returned after putting 
cars where parking was permitted. 
Song” continues to 
pack them in at the Alhambra 
helped by the personal appearance 
of Lawrence Tibbetts at the Audi 
torium. 


“The Rogue 


Karl Schauermann, many years 
drama and musie critic for Mi)l- 
wanukee Leader, working for the 
Chicago Tribune in its local office 
The Tribune is getting out a Mil 
waukee edition every day and has 
a complete staff covering loca) do- 
ings. 





| Awakening to’ find herse)f locked 
in the Riverside theatre Mrs. Ant 

| Amundse n, Rhinelander, called po 
lice from a telephone booth in the 
house and was freed. 

Daplight saving fight dragging 

along with publicity getting weaker 
“and weaker! It is doubtful if any 
change in the present hours will be 
made. There is a state law against 
iehanging the clock, 








A Good Place t 





IN CHICAGO 


LINDY’S RESTAURANT 


On Randolph Street 


tse Home, Sweet Home, to the Profession 


o Eat and Meet 
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“Criminal Code” will play a two|in the bay region by the Stratford 
day break-in date at Santa Barbara|Players and the Greet company, 
April 18-19, prior to opening at the/has been selected as the Shake- 
Curran, San Francisco. Comes toj|spearean drama of the year for the 
the Belasco here four weeks later.|U. of Calif. Professor Charles D. 

mens Von Neumayer, head of the drama 

Harold Elias, exploitation head |department, is producing it. 
for M-G-M in the northwest, will es 
handle exploitation on “Rogue Song” Thoda Cocroft is promoting a 
in first run houses where the pic-|dance matinee, April 24; at the 
ture is being played on percentage.|Geary for Grace N. Borroughs, In- 

Bookings have been made on this|dian interpreter, and Kurt Baer, 
basis in 30 towns in the territory. modernistic dancer, both Berkeley 


= products. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Oakland Lions’ Club have taken 
the Fulton for April 25 for an an- 
{ By WALTER RIVERS nual show, “Go Easy Mabel,” farce 


Harry Stewart, the lifer who was 


1 “ done by the Theatre 
shot and killed while attempting a 


group here, 


Mart, amateur 


jail break at Folsom penitentiary ae 

wpe nets ras , © in rho, 

os ee OF Aaayd Nf a Woit Mary Boland was, removed after 
ug. 4, tvs, m1 J ’!six days at the Dufwin in “Ladies 


and robbed him of $200. 
the 


now east, 
Stewart drew a life term under 
new habitual criminal law. 


Dick Mitchell here doing exploit- 


” 


of Jury” and Frank Craven goes in 
with “Balt Water.” 


DETROIT 


ation on “Around the World With 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Johnson,” Cass—‘‘Babes in Toyland.’ 
which goes in the Erlanger Colum- in eee Nights in a Bar Room” 
bis ex week. oth week). r 
ia next week Pile Pictures 
si . Mnwicte tahoe i Fox—‘“'They Learned About Women.” 
Mei Lan-Fang, Chinese actor, ap Oriental—“‘Hello, Sister’-—-Vaude. 


Shubert-Detroit—‘‘Ingagi.”’ 
Michigan—'‘‘Divorcee.”’ 
United Artists—‘‘Ladies Love RBrutes.” 
Fisher—‘'The Other Tomorrow.” 
State—‘‘Benson Murder Case.”’ 
Paramount—'‘‘Ladies of Leisure.” 
, Adams—‘‘Cohen and Kellys in Scot- 
and,” 
Madison—‘‘In the Next Room.” 








WHEN THE’BIG SHOTS” 
OF STAGE AND SCREEN 
VISIT HOLLYWOOD 

‘THEY ALWAVS LIVE AT THE 






5 










“Hello Stranger” at the Shubert, 
Detroit, April 20, produced by stu- 
dents of University of Detroit. 





A price war between beauty par- 
lors started last week. Headlines 
in the papers. Permanent waves 
low as $5. 


wo 


rac OF THE S wi 


Airlines out of Detroit have cut 


Dorothea Antel || ainines out or detroit nave « 
226 W. 72d St. jland; $18 to Chicago, fe 
New York City 

The Sunshine Shoppe 


“They Learned About Women” 
(M-G-M) was booked for the Fox 
Thursday afternoon, with town 
plastered with specially-made 24- 
sheets. Believed to be the fastest 
on record. 























SYRACUSE, N. N. Y. 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 


Empire—Syracuse Players (Stock). 

Wieting — Thursday, ‘The 
next week, “Strange interlude 

Keith’s—Vaudfilm. 














Guerrini & Co 
The Leading and 





Largest Loew’s—Vaudfilm. 
arene Paramount—‘‘Young Eagles.’ 
in the United State: Strand—'‘‘Loose Ankles.” 
Eekel—“‘The Golden Calf.” 
The only factory Syracuse—V audfilm. 
that makes any eet 
vf Reeds — made by “hae ; , 
hand John R. Van Arnam, who mixes 
277-279 Cotumbus | minstreisy with football scouting, is 
Avenue 


San Ffrancisee. Ca, | O'S@nizing another blackface troupe, 














ree Catalogue which will start rehearsals May 1 
EERE for a tour under canvas. Co. to 
travel by motor. 
“4 mcUTS Keith's, which has depended on 
Paramount, Radio and Pathe for its 
m ae SIRENS ENAAIING C0, tne. films, adds Columbia to its list start- 
Wwe ye DIFFERENT! ORIGINAL / 


b/ SB e| 


ay Always the Hit of the Show! 
Costumes That Click! 


ie 


Fer Rent, Sale or Manufactured to Your Designs 


For Prices 


Wire or Write HARRY BOURNE 


FANCHONs MARCO COSTUME © 


643 SO. OLIVE ST, LOS ANGELES.CAL. 





Rivals”; 








| 
| and Los Angeles 
} . 
“Variety's” Office, 6282 Hollywood Boulevard, at Vine Street (Taft Bldg.) 
Phone Hollywood 6141 
H. E. Jameyson, publicity for the | pears in a special performance one sing next month. First set is “Ladies 
midwest division of Fox West Coast night onl) in the Tivoli theatre|of Leisure,” May 3. 
will also take over the same duties} here, April 23. The appearance be- iene: 
in the St. Louis Division fore an English-speaking audience Because of Good Friday, Keith's 
He will have oftices in St. Louis} promoted by a committee of wealthy | called off its Friday midnight pre- 
und Kansas City. | residents. Mei will then appear for |. miere of “The Vagabond King,” 
| a month at the Great China theatre/ which finally reaches local R-K-O 
Stroud Twins will head F. & M.’s|in San Francisco's Chinatown after | house next week. 
“Twin” Idea. which he returns toe his native land. —— 
a +t hae Frank Stirling, veteran director 
Jack Laughlin producing for F. . Wali Ruesner, band leader at the The Players, Utica Little Theatre 
& M. Fox, was robbed of a violin valued group, has sent in his resignation, 
tare at $1,000 last week. He had left the /effective at the annual meeting 
Fanchon & Marco's “Candy | instrument locked up in his auto] April 26. 
Land” Idea opens at the Colorado | Mear the theatre. 
theatre, Pasadena, April 17. Jones ne 7 “Paramount on Parade” is set for 
an ull, Me :ters and Gryce and the Paramount here May 3. Same 
~ pr or and Lou are in it. OAKLAND, CAL. week Warner's Strand offers ‘Hold 
Everything.” 
Fanchon & Marco's “City Ser- By wood SOANES 
vice’ Idea opens at the Colorado “Journey s End,” reported at a Fox-Eckel goes split week again 
theatre, Pasadena, April 24 Shapiro | Shade under $10,000 for the week at |next week with “Double Cross 
and O'Malley. Laddie Lamont, De- | the Fulton, has given rise to hopes Roads” and “Temple Tower.” 
Quincy and Stanley, Seb Meza and that this Duffy house may be used Aste 4 
Eddie Mack's Dancers are in the |for road shows regularly. A reward for tricks he turned for 
i company. See ore Columbia, while in this section this 
ee “Much Ado About Nothing,” done | winter, Bill Healy has been named 


national exploitation director for 
Columbia Pictures. 
Wally Crisham, Syracuse juvenile, 
late of “Sweet Adeline,” will play 
opposite Greta Nissen in her vaude 
act, 
Vincent * Coleman, leading man, 
|and Foster Williams, second man, of 
the Syracuse Players, have closed 
with the Empire Stock. Coleman 
will be replaced next week by Tom 
McQuillan, former juvenile of ‘the 
Wilcoxians, here some seasons ago. 
Coleman goes to Hartfora, Conn. 
Williams, whose successor has not 
been signed, goes. to Providence. 
Nancy Sheridan, leading woman, 
is temporarily out of the cast due 
to a threatened attack of fneumonia. 


She is resting at Clifton Springs. 
Eric Claverin, who played general 
business for the Wilcoxians for sev- 
eral seasons, but who has been off 
the boards for more than a year, 
joined the Empire company this 


week, 





DENVER 


Aladdin—‘‘The Golden Calf.” 
Tabor—"“Girl of the Port*; 
& Marco Idea. 

Denver—‘‘The Benson Murder Case.”’ 


Fanchon 


Rialto—‘‘They Learned About Wom- 
en.” 
Orpheum—"“‘Hello, Sister’’; RKO vaude. 


America—‘“Happy Days.” 


Fox sending about 300 persons 
into Jackson Hole country, north- 
ern Wyoming to make a western. 
Will also use 1,000 natives. 





After a week at the Aladdin, 
Harry Huffman taking “Happy 
Days” to the America for a run. 


Jane Wheatley, Caroline Hum- 
phreys and Frank Hearn, will ap- 
pear with Elitch’s stock. 


Leon Ginsberg, Hyman L. Sun- 
shine and J. J. Bernstein have in- 
corporated under the name of 
“Russian Village” and will run 
dance halls. 


The old Tabor curtain, first used 
in 1881, was used last week during 
their anniversary celebration. Great 
care is given it and only on special 
occasions is it lowered. 


Cecil E. Page appointed manager 
of the Columbia film exchange. 


4,400 paid $8,445 to see six bouts 
at the City Auditorium, Show 
backed by Disabled Vets. 


SALT LAKE CITY 


A Pathe newsreel sound truck is 








in Salt Lake City, coming from 
Seattle, to stay a week or more, 
principally to get the Centennial 


Celebration of the Mormon Church. 
Pageant is employing thousands of 
costumed people, presented by the 
church in the famous Mormon tab- 
ernacle. 

The pageant was months in re- 
hearsal, and tickets for the entire 
two-week schedule are at a pre- 
mium,. Tickets originally are given 
free by the church, but are being 
scalped for as high as $1. 

Pathe will also get scenes of the 
world’s largest open mine, the cop- 
per mine at Bingham, several miles 
across and thousands of feet deep. 





P. A. Speckart, one time Publix 
publicity man, later manager ef its 
Victory house here, and then radio 
announcer at KLO, Ogden, is back 
in Salt Lake City, doing special 
publicity and exploitation work for 
| R-K-O, 





Dave Edwards, for many years 
associated with the L. Marcus En- 
terprises, and later with the Play- 
house stock house, has left the 
show business with the change of 














ownership of the Playhouss. He is 
now selling insurance, 





Going into its 2d week under new 
management, Playhouse, Salt Lake's 
only legit stotk, finding it rough 
despite return of two favorite leads, 
Ben Erway and Gladys George. 

When Capt. C, C. Spicer sold the 
lease to Roger Powers, local attor- 
ney, and C. M. Burton, they made 
flash announcements ahout Erway 
and George. Don Woods and Diane 
Esmond, leads under the Spicer 
regime, were let out. Most of the 
rest of the cast retained. 

Charley Clogston, long - time 
Playhouse (previously Wilkes), 


manager and Spicer henchman, also 
out. C. M. Burton is now manag- 
ling 





INDIANAPOLIS 


By EDWIN V. O'’NEEL 


Lyric—‘‘Frozen Justice.”’ 
indiaha— ‘Honey. 

Palace—‘‘The Mysterious Isiand,’’ 
Circle—"‘Benson Murder Case.’ 


Apollo—‘‘Cameo Kirby.” 
Ohio—‘‘Son of the Gods.” 


Tudor Hall seniors staged “Caesar 
and Cleopatria,” April 10 at Civic 
theatre. 

Sutton! was presented 
April 11 by the Hares- 


“Button, 
at English’s, 


foot Club of Wisconsin University. 
The Grand at Bluffton destroyed 
by fire. Loss $30,000. It was under 


lease by Charles Mallers who oper- 
ates theatres in Indiapa and Ohio. 

Harry Danford, alias Joe Proda, 
identified as a leader of the Chicago 
gang which bombed the State at 
Hammond two years ago. Investi- 
gation of the Hammond bombing 
begun at Marion in connection with 
local murder. 


BOSTON 


Representatives of Massachusetts 
fairs will meet this week in Worces- 
ter to discuss new year. Total of 
1,500,000 persons visit fairs in this 
state each year. 





Show Boat, floating night club, 
whose finances have been aired, hit 
another snag. The licensing board 
of Boston refused a license to op- 
erate. Looks as though the boat 
must be towed beyond the 12-mile 
limit. 


Weymouth has voted for Sunday 
movies. 


J. Weston Allen, lawyer and for- 
mer attorney general of the com- 
monwealth, resigned as a trustee 
of the Repertory Theatre Fund, op- 
erators of the Jewett Repertory the- 
atre,. 


The Stratford - Upon - Aven 
Shakespearean Players sailed for 
England Sunday. 


SARANAC, N. Y. 


By “HAPPY” BENWAY 
Jack Hubb, former Detroit agent, 
is at Hillcrest Sanatorium, Albu- 
querque, New Mexico. He is a bed 
patient. 





Leah Temple out for the first time 
in six months, 





Allie Bagley on limited exercise 
after an eight month a-bed routine. 


James Williams, after a faithful 
siege of “curing,” left for Freeport; 
L. I. Arrested case. Six months 
did it. 


Write to those that you know in 
Saranac. 





Edith Cohen left for Brooklyn 
N. Y., to see her parents, 


After one and one-half years in 
bed, taking the nerve operation and 
several setbacks, Chris Hagedorn is 
now at his best. He's on one hour 
exercise twice daily, and a gain of 
35 pounds. 


Russ Kelley and Georgie Harmon 








will play a skit at the annual min- 
strel show given by the St. Ber- 
nard parish, 





Eddie Gallagher and Erving An- 
dreas will spend the Easter holi- 
days at their homes in New York 





Nell Gordon up. 


Husband visited 
her. 


..Angela Papulis much better 
-Dick Kuni out of bed. 


reorge 
Neville kind of off and on. .Al 
Downing improved....Harry Clark 
now at his best....Harry “Pop” 


Barrett, oldest jug rgeler in the world, 


still holding his own....Anna Mae 
Powers walking around - a little, first 
time since arrival....Viola Allen 
looking much, good.. gen Schaffer 
still calling on the sick....March 
fine, five sett okay; no new arrivals. 
BRONX, ae AE dl 


Hassel Shelton, whose co-opera- 
tive dramatic stock flopped at the 
‘Tremont, is flirting with the Wind- 
sor, for summer dramatic stock. 


R-K-O Chester planning a musi- 
cal revue with amateur talent, to 
supplement the vaude at some fu- 
ture week. 


Loew's lease on the National ex- 


pires in November. It's reported 
there will be no renewal. National 
was one of the first of Marcus 


Loew's real theatres when 
by the showman upon 
tion about 18 years 
thought so much of it he placed 
his own brother, Henry Loew, in 
charge. Henry is still manager, 
said to be a record for long service 
in that DAPAGHY. 


SAN DIEGO 


By LON J. SMITH 


Orhpeum—Vaudfilm 
Liberty— Burlesque 
Savoy—‘‘Journey’s End" (stock) 
Spreckels—"“‘Nignt Ride.” 
Fox—'‘'Chasing Rainbows"; F. & 
Idea 
Fox California 
Balboa—'‘Among 
show i 
Plaza—‘‘Second Choice." 
Superba—‘‘Song of the West.” 
Mission—‘‘No, No, Nanette.” 
Broadway—‘‘Woman to Woman.” 
Fox Egyptian—‘'Anna Christie."’ 
Fox North Park—‘‘Love Parade.” 
Fox Fairmount—'‘‘New York Nights.” 
Aztec—''Saily.”’ 


acquired 
its comple- 
ago, and he 


(stock) 


-‘Nameless F‘ilm."’ 
the Married (r 


Balboa, dark for months, opened 
last week with “Among the Mar- 
ried."" House out of theatrical zone 
here, but business good. 


Warner Bros. reported having 
purchased a site here for their own 
theatre. 

Mission Beach getting ready for 
summer opening. With Crystai Pier 
condemned, resort will have little 
competition. 
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“One 
darkens eyebrows and 

permanently. You don’t 
any daily eyebrow makeup. 
by stage and screen stars. 


affected by bathing 
tion, etc. rage A apelted, Ee: 


less. Sold at toilet goods coun<- 
ters and beauty sho Order 


black or brown, box $1.25 post- 
paid. J. SPIRO, 26 West 38th 
St., New York. 








STEIN BOOKLET 


“HOW TO MAKE UP” 
Complete instruction in the “Art 
of Make-Up” for amateur and 
professional use. Straight roles, 
character roles, etc. 16 pages 
in color, Free to anyone. Write 
STEIN COSMETIC CO. 
Dept. 50, 51 Madison Ave., N.Y. 
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| WE DO REPAIRING 


PROFESSION TUNE 


$ 60Q.00 and up 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mendel Trunks 
ALL MODELS—ALL 
AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 


ALSO 1,000 USED TRUNKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
OPEN EVENINGS 


| SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


568 Seventh Avenue, between 40th and 41st Sicoiae, New York City 


SOLE AGENTS FOR BH & M TRUNKS IN THE EAST 
Phones: Longacre 6197 Pennsylvania 9064 


SIZES ON HAND 


WRITE FOR CATALOG 





























INSTITUTION of) INTERNATIONALS 


. Shoes for the Stage and Street 





SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 
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HOTELS FOR SHOW PEOPLE 








LETTERS 


When Sending tor Mall te 
VARIETY. Address Mai) C 


POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING oF 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 


BE ADVERTISED 


BRS ADVERTISED EB 
ONB ISSUE ONLY 








DOUBLE ROOM, BATH, 





$17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 


DOUBLE WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 WEEKLY 
LEONARD HICKS, President 


Hotels LORRAINE and GRANT--Chicago 


LORRAINE 
SINGLE ROOM, BATH, $2.00 UP 


GRANT 


ROOM WITHOUT BATH, $1.25 
BATH, 
BATH, $14.00 PER WEEK 

DOUBLE ROOM WITH BATH, $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 


SINGLE 
SINGLE ROOM, 
DOUBLE ROOM WITHOUT 


AND $1.50 PER DAY 
$2.00 PER DAY 











Binney H J “Josh” | Mack Charlie 
Marvin Roy 
Moore Ferroll 
Myers Miss 


Cashell Terri 
Costellos Joe 
Cowen A 
McDonald Martina 
Dee Paula 
Pandur Billy 
Price Sylvia 
Prince Arthur 


Edwards Lou 


Foster Ferne 


Frederick Pauline Rapp M Salon 


Gould A (Benny) Steger Fred J 


Hogan M V Mrs Tryell Alice 


Jupraner Iris Van de Veldt A 
CHICAGO OFFICE 


Allen Tom Johnson & Kuker 


Lamar Jack 
La Pet Te 
Lightfoot Peggy 


Bengor Charles 
Burkley Vivian 


Citkins Jack 
Maliard Bros 
Edwards David I 
Evans A | Robertson L E 
Roy Philip 
Gazelle Peter 
Gifford W C 
Gilbert Bert 
Hall & Essley 


Smith Rex 


Waller Clarence E 
Yuga Mrs 





BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


By JO ABRAMSON 


Flatbush—‘“‘Room 349.” 
Boulevard—‘‘Mixed Marriage.” 
Jamaica—“Sleeping Sisters.”’ 
Majestic—‘‘Unclean.”’ 
Paramount—‘‘Benson 
stage show. 
Fox—‘“‘Big Party”; 
Brooklyn—Dark. 
Orpheum—Picture. 
Albee—‘‘Lovin’ the Ladies’; vaude. 
Strand—‘‘Disraeli’’ (2d week). 
Loew’s Met—‘‘Anna Christie’; vaude. 
Star—Watson Show (Mutual). 
Gayety—‘‘Baby Vamps” (Mutual), 


Murder Case’’; 


stage show. 


Four: new ones this week: “Un- 
clean,” Majestic; ‘Stepping Sis- 
ters,” Camaica; “Room 349,” Flat- 
bush, and “Mixed Marriages” at the 
Boulevard. 


Miller and Lyles’ show “Shuffle 
Along of 1930” trying out next week 
at the Flatbush, 


Bob West, formerly at Brooklyn 
Par and reported going to the Met 
in Boston, now at the Brooklyn Fox 
as. organist. 


Side show at the Brooklyn Par. 
Free attraction. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Metropolitan—Dark. 
Shubert — “‘All God's 
Wings” (Bainbridge stock). 
R.K.O.. Orpheum — Officer O’Brien; 

vaude (U. of M. band). 
Pantages — ‘Prince of 
Vaude. 
Minnesota—‘‘Montana Moon”; “White 
Caps,”’ Publix. unit. 
Century—‘‘Spring Is Here.”’ 
State—‘‘Benson Murder Case.” 
R.K.O0. Seventh Street—‘“‘High Society 
Blues” ‘(24 week). 
Lyric—‘“‘A Lady to Love.” 
Aster—‘‘The Great Divide.” j 
Grand—‘‘Anna Christie” (2d loop run). 





Chillun Got 


Diamonds” ; 


The Palace (former Mutual) re- 
opening as a second-run straight 
talker theatre. 


With the departure of Florence 
Reed last week, Bainbridge stock 
(Shubert) now is without any guest 
star. 


(first-run Publix) 
changes its pictures Thursdays in- 
Stead of Fridays as formerly. State 
and Pantages also change Thurs- 
days, 


The Lyric 


' Frank Burke, former manager of 
St. Paul R.K.O. President, returns 
to publicity and exploitation work. 


NEWARK 


By Cc. R. AUSTIN 


Broad—*‘Marching Men.” 
R-K-O Proctor’s—‘‘Phantom of 
Opera”; vaude. 
Loew’s State—‘‘Not So Dumb’; vaude. 
Newark—‘'Mamba"’; vaude. 
Mosque—"“‘Disraeli.”’ 
Branford—"‘Clancy in 
Stage show. 
Fox Terminal—“‘3 Sisters.” 
Rialto—"‘Flirting Widows." 
Shubert—“Ingagi.”’ 
Little—‘‘Siegfried.” 
Capitoi—‘‘Be Yourself.” 
Empire—“‘Burlesque Revue” 
Orpheum — ‘“‘House-Rent 
films. 





the 


Wall Street”; 


(Mutual). 
Scandals”; 


The Mindlin opens April 19 with 
“Let’s Go Places” (Fox). House 
will show talkers while the Little, 
although wired by Western Electric, 
Will remain silent. Little started a 
children’s matinee Saturday morn- 
ing at 35c. 





With the return of Benny Ross to 
the Stanley, J. C., the Branford re- 
mains witho.- an m.c. 

Louis Lazar, general zone man- 
ager for W. B., goes’ to upstate at 
Albany. Succeeded by Benny Dep- 
kin. from Milwaukee. Larry Conley) 
‘n charge of production Stanley 











THE DUPLEX > 


HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 
330 West 43rd Street, New York 
Longacre 7132 
Three and four rooms with bath, 
complete kitchen. Modern in every 
particular. Will accommodate four 
or more adults. 
$12.00 UP WEEKLY 








and Central, J. C.; Branford, itz, 
Elizabeth. Clem Murphy now head 
entire production department. 
Changes of managers: Ben Wesh- 
ner from Hollywood, East Orange, 
to DeWitt, Bayonne; Jimmie Nash 
to Hollywood from Cranford, Cran- 
ford; Clayton Codum to Cranford, 
Bill Matthews from Tivoli to Royal 
Bloomfield; Jules Laurent to Tivol 
and supervision Central, Newark. 


Guild Players, Lib 
erty, Irvington, have added Buddy 
Blake, kid player, for the week. 
Guild stock holding on longer than 
thought possible with 
Players, East Orange, and Cameron 
Matthews in Montclair still going 
strong. Matthews players added 
Margaret Anglin for “Woman of No 
Importance.” 


OTTAWA, CAN. 


By W| M. GLADISH 


The Advertising Club of Canada 
has protested against the new Que- 
bec law which provides for censor- 
ship of picture advertising in news- 
papers. Protest forward to Premier 
Taschereau. 


The .Libert, 








Manager Joseph Paquin, Laurier 


, theatre, Hull, Quebec, followed his 


usual practice of closing his house 


;all day on Good Friday. 


Joe Franklin, manager Keiths’ 
again honored by election as a two- 
year director of the Ottawa Rotary 
Club. 


Manager T. Ray Tubman, Regent 
and Imperial theatres, has started 
a month-by-month contest for pa- 
trons to designate box office value of 
attractions at the two houses, in a 
list in their proper order. 

Manager Oscar O’Shea, Embassy, 
announced a 10c cut in prices, 50c 
top, for the summer season, but has 
booked “Journey’s End” as a special 
road show for week April 22 at $2 
top. 








The Armour (silent), Middleton, 
N. S., was. destroyed by fire last 
week with a loss of $75,000. 


Lionel Mortimer, director Keith’s 
orchestra, lost his auto twice in two 
days, the car taken by joy riders, 
who were not caught. 


MONTREAL 


His Majesty’s—Dark. 

Palace—‘‘Under a Texas Moon.” 
Capitol—“‘Their Own Desire.” 
Loew’s—"‘They Learned About Wom- 





en. 
Princess—‘“‘The Squall.”’ 
Imperial—‘‘The Golden Calf." 
Orpheum—Double bill. 
Strand—Double bill. 

Roxy—“‘House In Order” (2d week). 
Empress—Double bil!. 


Jascha Heifetz, billed for concert 
at St. Denis theare, April 8, failed 
to appear and money refurned. Can- 
cellation occurred about an hour be- 
fore concert, owing to inability of 
guarantors to find money. 


Boxing bouts scheduled for the 
Gayety (burlesque) in next few 
weeks. Last week raw decision by 
judges at fight Forum that grossed 
close to $9,000 gave setback to fights 
here. 

Negotiations under way for the 
consolidation of Famous Players 
Canadian Corp. with United Amuse- 
ment, Ltd., here. Latter chain of 
17 houses, one first run, has al- 
ways been closely allied with FP, 
with proposed merger bringing 
closer supervision of publicity and 
organization. 


His Majesty's dark after a more 





successful season than for some 
years past. Stock musicals may 
play the treatre during the sum- 
mer. 

Tommy Conway, Gayety lessee 
this season, has leased the Orpheum 
for summer stock and has signed 
Victor Sutherland as lead 

Provincial and city theatre man- 
agers’ associations hold annual 
meetings early in May hen a big 
clean-up of existing conditions is 
promised. Thing now in bad 
shape, with heavy deficits and little 
ito show for them, 


Community | 


Opposite 
N. V. A. Club 


$9 and Up Single 
$14 and Up Double 
Shower Baths, Hot 
and Cold Water and 
Telephone 
Electric Fans 


Ss 


264-268 West 46th Street 
New York City 


137-139 West 45th St. 
NEW YO 





YORK 
ciTy 
C o m pletely “%q 4 
remodeled — 6 Oo 


everything of the (7) 
best — Simmons eC 
furniture (Beauty- y 
rest mattresses), hot 

and cold water, tele 


phones, showers. OH 


$12 for Single Reom 
$16.50-$17.50 for Double Room 
$18.00-$19.00-$21.00 fer Double 
Room (with Private Bath) 
This is the ideal hotel for the Pr 
fession—in the heart of the 


theatrical section 
Phones Bryant 0573-4-5 
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SEATTLE 


By DAVE TREPP 


Orpheum — “Little Johnny Jones’’; 
vaude. 

Met—‘‘Men Are Like That.” 

Liberty—‘‘Hit the Deck."’ 

5th Ave.—‘“Lady to Love’; stage. 


Fox—‘‘Free and Easy. 
Seattle—‘‘Young Eagle.”’ 
Coliseum—‘‘Pride of West.” 
Music Box—‘‘Under Texas Moon."’ 
Blue Mouse—'‘‘Vengeance.”’ 


A. C. Raleigh, Fox theatres man- 
ager in Olympia, Wash., here last 
week, reports lumber business down, 
causing some slump in show going. 
Outlook bettering. 





Dave Himelhoch, new manager of 
Coliseum (Fox) and chairman of the 
Seattle board of censorship, figured 
in a real drama. Two robbers en- 
tered his home early one day last 
week, kidnaped him, took him to the 
theatre and when he did not know 
the combination, called up Nick 
Schmitz, asst. mgr., who opened the 
safe after one shot was fired. Rob- 
bers made away with $1,700 in cash. 


George Bellman, formerly dra- 
matic ed: on Seattle “Times,” now 
doing special exploitation for Fifth 


Avenue. 
Al G. Barnes 


(Continued from page 83) 


ears, it includes four tiger cages, 
four lion, one car each of bears, 
leopards and hyenas; 10 Liberty 
steeds, six camels arid eight ele- 
phants, Lesides other sundry ani- 
mals and Tusko, the big pachy. 
Barnes’ horses, as always, come 
from prize steck and are a feature. 

For a small size show, and for the 
money (75-1.50) there is enough un- 
der this tent for value. Although 
missing in real feeture stuff for the 
most part, there are two outstand- 
ing ne. acts. They’re the Gretonas, 
high wire troupe, and Mabel Starke, 
tiger trainer. Miss Starke was with 
Sells-Floto last year, while the 
Gretonas appear to be the same as 
the Neiss troupe from S-F also. 
Another Ringling recruited attrac- 
tion is the Cossacks. Some of those 
brough* over several years ago and 
flopping as a solo attraction. They 
work only in the concert, after the 
regular show. 

Other than these no outstanding 
changes can be observed in the show 
this year. Opening is the usual big 
parade in two separate pageants, 
“Persia” and “Pekin.” Weak flash- 
es, outside of a brief fire\vorks blow- 
off. Missing from the grand intro- 
duction is Al G. Barnes in person, 
who formerly led the procession. In 
the solo spectacle, a fantasy, noth- 
ing out of the ordinary. Blossom 

fobinson is the  fare-thee-well 
prima, with Jack McAfee Stella 
Smythe and Albert Lee around her. 

Klinkhart’s Midgets, Barnes’ 
standby for years, are still doing 
the same “Wooden Soldiers” rou- 
tine. “Lotus,” blood sweating hipp, 
is another. Completing a three-set 
is “Tusko,” giant elephant and a 
bad behaver. Animal kept under 
heavy chains both in ring and cage. 
Barnes’ Blue Ribbon Winners, gait- 
ed sadcl.e horses, trot in thorough- 
bred style for a neat display. Mabel 











Starke .s replacing Louis Roth this 
year with the tigers. Bert Nelson 
|also absent In the lion cage, his 
|work now being done by Capt. 
| Jacques. Miss Starke as usual shows 
| plenty showmanship. At the per- 
| formance caught she had trouble 
| but pulled through neatly. Among 
| the ether arena displays are a 
|leopard and stallion presented bj 
Lorraine Roos; lions atop horses, 
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Phone: LONGACRE 6805 


COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. 


325 West 43rd Street 


Private Bath. 38-4 Rooms. 


THE BERTHA 


Catering to the 
the profession. 


STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIGHT, $15.00 UP 


GO. P. SCHNEIDER. Prop. 


FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


CLEAN AND AIRY, 


NEW YORK CITY 


comfort and convenience ef 


Mrs. Jackson now in charge 





by Irene McAfee; aerial lion, by 
Nani Boyd; tiger on elephant by 
Joe Metcalfe; lionesses, by Johnny 
Myers. 

Not much in aerial stuff, with the 
sensational tricks of the “Gretonas’” 
topping everything else. Compared 
to the Neiss troupe this outfit, al- 
though working the same routines 
on the high wire; are perched at 
an altitude of but 25 feet, where the 
others flew to 43 feet. This due to 
the much lower top here. Combina- 
tion flyers are Babe Letourneau, 
Bertha Cook, Raymond Behee, 
George Viera and Wm. Letourneau. 
Of the equestrian acrobats the Mark 
Smith troupe look best, with the 
Matlocks next. 

On the end platforms usual small 


animal presentations, including 
seals, cockatoos, birds, monkeys, 
dogs, etc. Track acts don’t mean 


Comedians and clowns 
of straightlaced variety hardly 
merit a snicker. Only hippodrome 
laugh is the gimmicked auto. No 
other feature thrills or spills. A 
ballyhooed slide by Bertha Matlock 
falls flat on just a short stride. 
Same stunt, formerly done here by 
Arthur Bryson, used to click plenty. 
For the windup the usual track 
races evoke little interest. High 
jumps by the horses only thing get- 
ting attention. 

After show concert, featuring a 
“Parisian Revue” with a ballet of 
four girls, and the Cossacks, is a 
bust. The two bit extra not worth 
it. Just a handful of the curious 
linger. 

In all the Barnes outfit stacks up 
okay for the hinterlands, but if go- 
ing east Ringling will probably jack 
it up considerably. 


much here. 


Personnel lineup includes S. L. 
Cronin, a former Mugivan and 
Bowers man, general mgr.; J. B. 


Austin, general agent and traffic 
manager; John T. Backman, equeés- 
trian director; Allen J. Lester, gen. 
press rep., and C. E. Redrick, mu- 
sical director. Redrick has been 
with Barnes for years and still 
serves good music out of 15 men, 
Span. 
CARNIVAL’S BAD START 
(Continued from page 83) 
Flash on many tricks is gone, with 
not enough draw to net money in 
good times. 
A major outfit, such as the Rubin 
& Cherry shows, is operating on 
$1,300 daily. This is computed on 
a 52-week basis. It includes the 
cost of wintering and overhead. 
Johnny J. Jones, on the same basis, 
is spending $1,350 daily, with Beck- 
man-Garrity tailing in with $1,000, 
Morris & Castle aruund $1,150, Nat 
Reiss $1,000, Rubin & Cherry Model 
Shows $759, Brundage Shows $759, 
and D. D. Murphy, $1,000. Figures 
are computed on a 6-day-a-week 
basis, with one day allowed for 
traveling. 
Smaller outfits, such as the Bod- 
nar Shows, Bruce Greater Shows, 
| Dodson’s World Fair Shows, Pacific 
i States-Kline Shows, and others of 








this type are operating on less 
money than ever before. 

Investment in these tricks rep- 
resents thousands, most of the 
money tied up by individuals who 
own the rides and shows. These, 
along with the name they operate 
under, are feeling the pinch and the 
let-down in business. 

In some cases P. A.’s are only 
getting $10 weekly. With others 
the cheapest class of labor has been 
engaged. 

Situation is lowering still further 
the standards of these carnivals that 
were once America’s apple pie. Now 
appears that few rebookings will 
result from this year, with more 
towns closing because of dropped 
standards, 





H-W Starts 26th 
Chicago, April 15. 
Hagenbeck-Wallace circus will 
open at Kokomo, Ind., April 26. 





ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By DON RECORD 


Lyceum—‘“Bachelor Father’ (stock). 

KKO Palace — “Murder Will Out’; 
vaude. 

RKO Temple—"Harmony at Home.” 

Loew's Rochester—‘‘Crazy That Way’’§ 
vaude. 

Fastman — 
Stars.”’ 

Piccadilly —Dark. 

Regent—‘‘Phantom of the Opera.” 

Little— Dark. 

Victoria— Dark, 

Fay’s— Dark. 

Strand—C hange. 

Family—Change. 


“Light of the Westers 





Four of nine principal film houses 
dark this week. New ones are Pic- 
cadilly for one week, planning 
change of policy, and the Little 
Cinema, three weeks for sound in- 
stallation, 





Charles H, Crocker-King, English 
actor, here for lead in stock pro- 
duction of “Bachelor Father.” 
Others in Kondolf-Folmer Co., are 
Stafford Dickens, Victor Beecroft, 
John Buchler, William Whitehead, 
Anita Kerry, Vera Neilson, Adriana 
Dori, Kenneth Dana, Sylvia Ware, 
Suzanne Porter, Gibbs Penrose and 
Peggy Shannon, Catherine Willarl 
may return here later this year. 





Beatrice Ryan, who recently re- 
turned to the Eastman as featured 
organist, is out again. 

Harold Ballhorn, assistant mane 
ager, Piccadilly, has resigned on 
account of health. 

With biz way off the Little Cin- 
ema decided sound only solution. 
House closed for three weeks to re- 
Morris 


open April 19. Arthur L. 
will manage, and Joseph Riley con- 
tinue as house manager. 





Elmer Eckam elected president 
of tochester ting, International 
Brotherhood of Magicians. About 
20 members here. 

Walter Pidgeon, “Sweet 
Bellaire,” WB. 
Paul Fix, 

Griffith. 


Kitty 


Abraham Lincoln,” 
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